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The Amiga 
Dimension 

Managing Editor Antony Jacobson 
claims that he's just an innocent by- 
stander - it's not me, guv! - when the 
total confusion of the home computer 
world strikes and leaves him, and 
probably us, wondering what will hap- 
pen next. 

SuperDisks 

No.73 and No,74 

This month, in addition to the delights 
of the usual crop of the cream of 
Amiga utilities, the AUI SuperDisks 
contain a selection of pictures for use 
with last month's M.M. Experience 
authoring program from Optonica. Plus 
some samples thrown in for good 
measure. A joyous bundle to give 
your Amiga. Imdad Shah and David 
Ward provide the goodies and the 
guidance. 

NewsFile 

Where the news is, there 
they nose. Nothing stops AUFs fear- 
less NewsFile newshounds, Anthony 
Mael and Martin Witton. Once they 
are on the trail they follow It into the 
darkest and most dubious corners of 
computerdom. That is unless some- 
one offers them a beer and a dog 
biscuit, in which case they'll hang 
around until the beer and possibly 
the trail cools. This month they sniff 
out a Amiga Technologies CD-ROM 
drive and report on the forthcoming 
604 PowerPC Amiga. All computer 
Ife is here, including a plethora of 
their notorious Quotes of the Month. 






Amiga Answers 

If you have a technical 
question, if your Amiga is keeping you 
awake at night and makes you want to 
sneeze, wheeze, orbuckle at the knees 
see, or rather write to, the Answer Doc- 
tor. The Amiga Answer Machine him- 
self, none other than Andy (Give me 
your set up) Eskelson. The Man Who 
Knows is AUfs answer to a world of 
problems - yourproblems. Like so many 
others have done, you too can ask him 
to solve them for you. And he will. 

ThePD 
Stakeout 

Venturing forth among the mountains 
of disks, careful to dislodge none, 
David Ward treads the primrose (hill) 
path of the public domain. Bringing 
back bunches of the things, he ar- 
ranges these blooms for your pleas- 
ure and use. 

Write 
to Reply 

Some readers, especially those who 
have earned his displeasure, just can't 
face the pages printed in acid, the 
"Bud Vennos, Keeper of the Amiga 
Conscience Column". Other readers, 
braver or more masochistic, turn first 
to Write to Reply to enjoy the whiff of 
sulphur as an aperitif to the rest of the 
AUI repast. 






CD Round Up 

Seedy or floppy? Neither 
word sounds terrifically encouraging 
but, as David Ward finds, the CD 
world is beginning to turn faster and 
faster and throw out more and more 
sparkling programs for the Amiga. 
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Cyberspatial 

Harmony 

No, this isn't a musical instruction, but 
a modem of high value and low price. 
If you want to get into the wired world, 
reports David Ward after his Test Drive, 
this could be the score you need to 
make. 





Termite 
Moves On 

As the Internet and Email become an 
everyday part of life, HiSoft's smart 
communications package could be- 
come a necessity. David Ward test 
drives the latest version of this top 
piece of communications software. 





Forget the 
Dead Trees 

Anthony Mael goes Frankfurter sau 
sage shaped, and discovers two Wem 
bley Stadiums full of CDs. 
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Virtually There 

Michael Hanish, flesh, 
blood, and bone, finds himself lost in an 
encroaching world in California. There 
the distinctions between real and unreal 
are becoming very vague Indeed. 





Info Highway 

If you are not online, you 
are not on the Information Super-high- 
way. David Ward reviews two books 
that tell you how to get in with the 
online crowd. 






Hard Driving 

Knowing what you want 
from a hard drive, and knowing how to 
get what you want, is the key to suc- 
cessfully using what is now consid- 
ered an absolutely necessary add-on 
for the Amiga. Alan Lewis makes the 
understanding, and the use, easy. 







Into The 
TechnoWorld 

Martin Witton leads the intrepid AUI 
team into the fascinating, but not 
always comfortable, TechnoWortd. 
64 True Lies and No Videotape 
68 The Online Column 
74 Showing In Four Colours 





3D Tips 

Wil Mobberley lets you into 
the secrets of the Amiga-using pro- 
fessional graphic artist and shows you 
how to impress people and make 
money. 
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Gods Almighty 

Feel like being omnipo- 
tent? Ashley Cotter-Cairns rises to the 
heights with a special feature on God 
games. They're just heaven, he says. 
Other games, reviewed by Ashley 
Cotter-Cairns and David Ward, are 
Team and Thomas the Tank Engine. 
Choo-choo! 
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Back Issues 

Despite being desper- 
ately ill, you crawled down the road, 
coughing and spluttering, to get to 
your local newsagent for a copy of 
AUI. They were sold out. Of course. 
You should have subscribed, shouldn't 
you? You still want that issue? Here it 
Is - put aside just for you. and your £5. 

Subscribe! 

How and why to sub- 
scribe to the world's longest estab- 
lished Amiga magazine - and there is 
an astounding free offer of Data- 
chrome too. What did Sarah-Jane 
Clifford-Jones have to do to get this 
for such a generous special offer? 

Arena 

The Arena has been 
expanded still further to fit the huge 
number of eager companies wishing 
to show off their stunning products. 
Peruse and choose. 
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The Octopus 
Under Your 
Feet Part II 




Something stange is happening. As 
Michael Rumbelow, leading the AUI 
team, explained in last month's Part 
I . The whole country is being invaded 
underground by an octopus of 
cabling, much of it fibre optic. 
In this, the second and concluding 
part, he exposes the growing power 
of the cabled world and suggests 
what you can you do about it. 





Advertisers 
Index 

Where you can find those who want 
you to know what you want to buy 
when you need something to help you 
know more about the Amiga. 

...And What They 

Used 

Commodore's Amiga 500, 500+, 2000. 3000, 1 200. 
CD32, Almathera's Photogenicsand Parnet. Amors 
Pretext. ASDG's Art Department ProfessJonai 2.5. 
Canon's BJ-20 BubbleJet. Commodore's 1 942 a^d 
1 084S monitors, Citizen's Swift 2400. Consultron's 
CrossDOS, Datels Action Replay MKIII, Digrtas 
Wordwortti 3.1, Discovery Software's Grabbit. 
Epson's GT9000 flatbed scanner. Electronic Arts 
Deluxe Paint IV, Gold Disk's Professional Page 4 
GVP's A530 Turbo, GP Software's Directory Cp^i 
5, HiO's 1500, John Velduis' VirusChecker. JVC's 
HR-D980video recorder, Micro-System's ScnbWe!. 
f\/l aero -System's VLAB. OpalTech's OpalVision. 
Paravision's SX1 . Philips CM8833-II monitor. Supra's 
V32/288 Fax Modems. 

Distributed by COMAG Ltd 

Amiga User International - an independent maga- 
zine for Amiga computer users - is not connected in 
any way witfi Amiga Technologies. It is published 1 2 
limes per year on the first Thursday of the month. 
The publishers do not accept any liability for any 
incorrect statement or errors contained in material 
that may be produced from time to time. 
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hat is going to happen in this electronic world? In the NewsFile 
this month, we have a quote from the Editor of a Playstation 
magazine, in effect, that everything went right for the launch of 
Sony's "next generation" games console. The comment was made 
probably because the Playstation outsold the previously launched Sega 
Saturn, with reported sales of 50,000 in the UK and 300,000 in the USA, both 
figures probably doubling those claimed for the Saturn. Personally, though, 
think the claims for both machines unlikely. 

The Playstation launch "success" caused the Sega machine to be slashed 
in price to £299 in the UK and $299 in the USA, still not exactly cheap 
compared to the old hand-he!ds that swept the world. Yet no sooner have we 
seen the two "next generation" machines finally emerge from hype to reality, 
than Nintendo announces that its 64-bit Ultra is almost upon us. And when 
Nintendo "a.k.a. Godzilla" speaks, the games world trembles. 

Then there is the stories that Atari, with the failure to sell large quantities 
of the Jaguar, is about to pull out of hardware, and 3D0 is to sell its hardware 
copyright to Matsushita - probably the largest electronics company in the 
worid whose brand, Panasonic, is a global power. 

Another global power, possibly an even stronger one, Microsoft, has just 
effectively "relaunched" the PC as a games machine which, they say thanks 
to Windows 95, will offer arcade-style and quality gameplay with a simplifica- 
tion of use through the much vaunted Plug and Play system. 

There is an upheaval in the whole field of "home" machines. And where 
is the Amiga in all this kerfuffle? Well... Escom have announced that they are 
going to sell the Amiga through their High Street shops in the UK and may well 
do the same in Germany. They are also going to bring out a CD-ROM drive 
for the 1200. Wow! Oh yes, and Commodore PCs are intended to grab 5% of 
the PC niarket in the UK. Oh, Commodore, sorry, that hasn't anything to do 
with us anynwre. 

The setting of the Amiga through Escom's chain of ex-Rumbelow stores 
may X>e a good idea, but industry sources suggest that it is a response to a 
cffficufty with distributors for other outlets, rather than an enthusiasm for the 
computer itself. Some interesting and possibly better news is that Amiga 

ies has decided upon using Motorola's 604 PowerPC chips in the 

Amigas, which could be licensed technology from Apple who are already 
permitting PowerPC clones. It is RISC technology and it does work. 

However, with all the marketing and technical muscle behind the Sega/ 
Sony/Nintendo/3DO pure and simple entertainment machines, it would seem 
unlikely that the Amiga, with a real computer character as opposed to the 
dedicated consoles, would get a look in for its traditional games market where 
once it had only to compete with the Atari ST. That is unless the next Amigas 
coukj take such a technological leap fonward thatthey would be better than the 
competition - and that would take some doing when you think of the massively 
resourced, and now entirely Japanese opposition. 

If the Amiga goes to the other side, as the real computer it is, it might stand 
a chance against the PC, but another item in the NewsFile about Gold Disk, 
the creators of ProPage, tells sadly of their desertion of the Amiga for 
Windows. A story that is true of virtually all the once fine Amiga devetopers. 
To get them back would require an effort that, up to now, Escom have not 
shown they are interested in attempting. 

Even if that were to happen, a provocative report into Multimedia in the 
Home does not make enthralling reading for PC manufacturers like Escom. 
The report, from Inteco, an international market research company, says that 
The home PC boom is In one sense illusory." For the most part, it seems, PC 
sales in the UK were going to existing users, either as replacement or 
additional machines. 

Inteco's research shows thdt the majority of multimedia PC owners are 
"wealthy males" and suggests that the prospects for convergence of PC and 
TV are overstated. It also says that "the euphoria in the PC worid is misplaced, 
as there are major problems that will inhibit growth in PC usage." It even 
indicates there may be a " backlash in public attitude." 

Now isn't that something of a facer for those who think, or hope, the PC 
is going to take over the worid? Inteco could be wrong, but there are also 
predictions about major public resistance to the "next generation" consoles 
because their prices are so much higher than previous games machines. 

So what is going to happen in this electronic worid where confusion reigns, 
at least in the "home machine" market? Don't ask me, I'm only an innocent 
bystander. And don't bother to ask Amiga Technologies, or any of the others 
either, they're just hoping and possibly praying that it will sort itself out in their 
favour. 

Antony Jacobson 
Managing Editor 
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.99 



"'- -?T Required 



Also A vail able 

l09iSKS'2S/iP. High Oi/Aitn wfTd CoiOtflti^ LtBiis £*t.99 
SO PiSKS - iS/2P, High Oukim mnn CoioufiiP Ubils £ 1 jr*99 
ASOO SI2kMM Upgras»£ £ 19.99 

JISOO Pifft tm» MAA ffPCRUPt £ a7«99 

A600 lm» MM (/psmam £ 29.99 




mAcn 



ORDER HOTLINE 

01322-272908 

BETWEEN 9AM AND 6PM, MONDAY TO FItlDAr, TO PAT BY CREDIT 
CARD. TO PAY BY CHEQUE OR POSTAI ORDER PLEASE RETURN 

THE ORDER FORM BEIOW TO - 
WIZARD DEVELOPMENTS, PO BOX 490, DARTFORD, KENT, DAI 2UH 



Order ffem 



Price 





n 



EmmixpcMJus 



CONTAQ US OH INTiRNH 

SAUS@WLZARD-D.DEM0N.CO.UK 



Pr\cts include VAT& carrid^ lolhe UK mainland Plea» Htl £5 Tq your orde^ for EC a«linatronsand£lOfor olher 
countnea AJi woOuct* are \s lubjoct ro avafi^iiify E&OE Adveniiea pnces & speoftcfliiori may change *iW>OLrt notK» 




I CHEQUES SHOULD BE MADE PAYABLE TO WIZARD DEVELOPMENTS. . 



-i. It l- 




As ^ell as our usual excellent gathering of utilities to 

help vou get the most out of your Amiga, this month ^ye 

bring you, as promised, some suppor t files for Qptonica's 

- Experience, the full multimedia program that w^as 



included in December's SuperPisks^ Imdad Shah and 

David War d did the compiling, checking and checking.,, 

and no^ explain ho^ easy and thrilling ft aff fs. 



SuperDisk 73 



Piotures Disk 




Half a dozen high quality HAM interlace 
pictures for you to enjoyn or use in 
conjunction with the M.M. Experience 
program we gave away last month. 
These can be accessed straight from 
Workbench as they have not been 
compressed. 






AUiJan96a 



fll (lUIJflN96a 84xfulU37Kfree, 742Kinuse HIQ 



m 






m 



Virus.Checker 



I1PEG.PLflY.yi. 83 



BootScre?n 




GrabKick 




e 



A 
f 
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program, you can sotl-bool another 
Kickslart ■say2.1 on a 1.3 machine, 
providing you have enough ram of 
course. Great tor developers. 




Fed up wrth looking at a blank screen 
during Ihe early stages of you r Amiga's 
boot sequence? Then why not display 
a picture. BootScreen is just the utility 
foryoUn and itcomes complete witn an 

example IFF 



Developers often need to create lesi 
disks for their software. However a 
floppy is not the fastest of devices, 
and they find themsefves spending 
ages formatting and writing to these 
slow devices. Enter FMS, 

This Ts a file based floppy simulator. 
Created on your hard disk, FMS can 
be used as if you had a floppy in an 
external drive. It is also useful if you 
want to run some software from your 
hard disk which usually only iiKes lo 
run from dfO: 



IVIREG_PI-AY 

Quite a few anims produced m 24-Dit 
rendering packages are now 
appeanng. These have often been 
saved as an MPEG file. Now you can 
view them using this software 
decoder, ti may be slow speed and 
resolution depends on the power of 
your Amiga's processor, bul^icanbe 
fur). If er)Ough of you ask fiiceiy we 
might inciude the anim of me topless 
ttatian housewives on the r>ext 
SuperDisk- 

UnPel 

'Whoops. I snouKJr- 1 na^e cwTre ir.a;." 
How many tirnes have you saKJ that 
when you accidentally deleted an 
^mponamf^^e UnDeicanqucWycome 

tothe rescue and help you recovertne 
lost Item. 

VlrusChecKer 



This pjece of software allows you to 
grab an image of the ROM fitted in 
your, or someone else's, Amiga. When 
used in conjunction with a relocation 



Here is the latest version of the wortd 
famous virus protection utility. Easily 
installed and controlled as a Commodity, 
using hotkeys, or via Arexx. Virus 




Uptions 



[ile/Dir Watch Scan Files 



Check How 



Huit 



of Vlrus_Checker Options 



£J 



Use 2£FD Master _^ 

Use Hindoy I v^ I 

ignore B8 Read Error | 

UnRack FUes v^t 

Check Dra Bootblock ^\ 
Check PFI Bootbtock 
Check DF2 Bootblock 
Check DF3 Bootblock 
Scan Hatch Chan9e 



jd 



Ignore Capture ifectors 
Use EootSlock. I ibr^rv 
Check into LHfl/LZH Fil^s 
I Do Nothing <Spare> 
Check DF0 Full 
Check DF1 Full 
Check DF2 Full 
Check WZ Full 
Brexx Scan Uindou 
Apple on Qn 



Popup UotKev Uonnand shift help 



lenporarv Dirtctory 



Rfm : VCTEHPRRC/ 



1^ Savg Options [ 



Close Hlndou 



CneCKe ' " ^ i saved the day on many an 
occasior. Remember, to gel the best 
oui of VC you must regislef iL 



SuperDisk 74 



Utttttt&s Dis§c 
No, 2 



Arq 



Here it is again, in case you missed it 
first time round, the ultimate in 
replacement requesters. Simple to 
rnstall, Arq provides you with more 
interestrng. animated, messagesthan 
those given by Workbench- 
Included with Arq is Upd^ a liny 
sound sample player that Arq uses to 
give you audible warnings when 
something happens. It will need a 



fl flUIJI1N96b 8M full, 17n( free, 7NK in use ^^ 
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SlouEcho flGUritf PictSaver H&Han CodeUatchi 
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INTERNATIONAL 



n t i n u 



Ijtile configuring , bul when it's aTl up 
and funning you will be impressed. 
Hint - some of the samples on 
AUIJangec are ideal for this 
purpose. 



Looking at Ihe interface lor this 
program I was (mmedtalely reminded 
of Face II ' the floppy accelerator by 



Fornat Request 



E& 



MiS^^^^^^^^Bv;^^:■;:?■;;;S;:;^;:■^:;^ 




qhllihlimillFMM 

v-v . "A V , ■ ■■- V . ' .V. ■ . ' I '-y I ' I ' ri 

■ ■ ■■ IIPI IdPI iBLri irbl ■ 



■ ■■■JLIILkllBBllriLll hi I, 



OK to fornat voiune 
Enpty? 

HRRNING! 

Rll data uill be losti 
(886K capacity, e$f used) 



. . ■.■.■.Vp^W^^W/b',V^.V■VftV^i 



iVA 1% ri I ri 1 1 I ■ b I 11 ki I mi I LV ■ ■ 'JJ ■ ■ ^B L 

,'.V.'.V/.'/vJ.'_V.'.'.0.'.'.Vl'.'W.'.\%J'.'. L -fc PLmi. *K ♦ 

■^vv".- 'A, ■/■■■■ v,',T,v,',sy:,vXy'" f Ul ll d I 

W-^" J.','V"_V,'.'A'J.'.V.'.'AwIVfi' 
ri L I I I ■ I ■ I ■ I ■ q I I ITT I I 111 V ■ ' ' ' "-^i r ' 

'.-.v.'.'/ '.'.'.v.'.v.'. svL'.'i Wi'i^ 



..^'.^^^^^v.^';^'.'.^v,^■_v,^v^■ 

■ ■■LiiiiBiublljblllbllHIII 



LI IJLI IJ-I IJLI ■ 

■ ■ ■ b b I I ■ ■. ■ I I rh I 1 IJ ■ I F I I I ■ I I 
■ ■■-■■■■>■ I n O ■ ^^1 ■ I ^H I -> 



■■■-■■■■hilna 







■■■■llriblliBli iiLiij-i ■-■■■'■■_ 

■ ■■■■■■■■■■L|i liHrblV 

I I ^1 lliFFIFII'' nriin-iii-riinaiia 



Q 
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unite protected 



I II ITLri I hi I h I hd I 

I'.ViV"""-"" 

. I h H I 



"■V.^VJ 



Hhikriiuuki tiikikiiimii^ 

hlllipHhlllipqFllllhqlll 

I h I h I hi I I I PI tl I I I h4 I P I h I hi I ■ I P 

h ■ I I I hi I 14 Li hi I I I h4 hL 

h 4 I h I I P I h I h P I h I h I h 4 I F I h I I I I I I h I I P I P I h ■ H_i I P> 



l^iEril3iillJrilHihJI9l4ll1l'|i4IIIPihPI'IPIIHiiiiii1ii|Piiiiiii^l'iiik'hki'l^lkJlk 

I pYf"! 1 1 FVtViVi I'l iVi iVc'i hVi 1 1 i_i I iV I'l hVi P_i bVi Yi h_4 r_h_i_h]i,P^i h[M h_i h^v'.' '_'/.►_■ \*JJ/ V " ' '-' '-^ 
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I P I h4 hi I P I hi 
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11 I h I h I hi hi 
ri I fa 
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I LI I fal 

i'iVlV 

' ■■,';.' 

hl4 



I in 

I 11 




,;';,v,y 

r I I p 4 b I 
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I fa I fal ii nil 

Ivl'IVi' 

ri I 



Cancel 



hitll II II hll I 

AVVh'AV.VV,', 

■::mv;w' 



1 hi I fa I fal fal I fa I fa I fal I I I fa I 14 fal I hJ hi I I h 

'"■'■'■'Xvvl'XCvi'lvlvXvI'lv/lvi'V'V' 



ri I q I I I fa4 

"- /AV.Vi 



F I fa I 



Uorkbench 
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I riTiTnTm™HllfllmIF»r' ■ 



[ppop while copying 'Ran Disk' 
disk isyrite-protected 



m'f\mwif 



irHiriii~^iF rfh^nviTi /rn inin ■■■i||i||iFiiiriii|iiifa^iiiiiiiiifaiiiiiiiiii n n n rn n\ 1 1 in 



I I L I I I I . I . I I I ^ I I . ■ . I r 
■ '■ I'l ^ I I I I -'l . ■ I I 



I II ||q|||..|. |||ri||l l|l.l|..JI|JI|. .11 

I MblM 'iVl' II III- lllj>|l ■|lqllLlll-l|lr|l| -I KILL 

I I i'-'i'mVi'i'i'i'iVi'i'i'i h'i'i'iVriV. , . I'.'i'i'i' 'i /■'■'i iVmVm .■ Vi\'i'i'iVf'i'i'i',',Vi'i'i'i '■' mVi'i'i mVi'i'i 'v''"''' '^ 'J!■!L™, 
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iii-iiiiiiiiii iinii^ I L 1^ n I n^ I ri^\ iV/f fL^ 

1. ■11111 |IH..I|^|| llll III > I I Ljllt||th||t|l|h|l|IJILIIIfaq 

>. -ir Mil iMi -il 11 I 
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■ h ■IMl|lhl|r-.| I I 



Cancel 
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Perry Kivolowitz. the man who wrote 
AdPro, Anyway this ts not by him. 

CacheClock works by 
remembenng what your Amiga read 
from a ftoppy. like a directory, so mat 
if you access it again the data can be 
supplied from ram without having to 
re-read the disk. And it teils you the 
time and memory usage too! 

Propltl 

Dj Dropltl Pr«f«r«nf*s 



to appear on screen. Now, by folding 
down the left mouse button, you can 
draw around what you wan: to grab- 
Let go of the button and your picture is 
saved as a standard IFF, consecutive 
saves are correspondingly numbered. 



Amazed at how we print text to the 
screen when you are unpacking the 
SuperDisks? SlowEcho can be made 



P Chilli 




Icon 



Htnt fij |Uorl[:DropUVlto[isyCoftptjt*r_8-iff I 



XI 



T I 



Types 




H 

iHSuide 

Grn 

NakeFiU 

?P Doc 
Tejt Font 



|8ijiif« 



Description 

Pro9r» [g| |Svsteft2.i:UtiUtigs/fei9*eiFij7 

Start frof! Q\ Harkbench | Stack {Wi 

Connand piiOiEiEIiS^iii^r^ 



i^wi 



Renove 



Savf 



Use 



Quit 



Cancel 



Don't iike directory managers'^ Prefer 
to use Workbench? Then Dropll^ 
could be just the ulil if you have to 
wade through dozens of icons on 
disks. Once configured Dropit! allows 
you to drag icons onto its Applcon 
and, hey presto, the f tie IS acted upon. 
U \{ js a ptcture, it is shown. A text file 
is displayed, while an Amigaguide 
document is loaded into Amigaguide, 
A number of additional utilities are 
provided ■ ShowlLBf^, ShowTexi, 
PlaySample. and Decrunch - which 
handles PowerPacked and Lda'd files. 



lo display text at various speeds Now 
you can play at being the football 
results printer on Grandstand. 



A tiny clock configurable lo your own 
preferences. Say no more. 




Nork 
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EM'Handler 
and IVIelVlon 

Two liUie Items for the dedtcaied 
hacker. MEtvi-Handler allows you lo 
manipulate ram directly from the 
operating system, while MeMon not 
only acts asaprogrammeKscalculator, 
but also alter memory addresses. 

RictSaver 

My favourite utility for grabbing the 
sc ree ns h ols u sed in Ih is very magaz ine. 
PictSavermusl first be configured as to 
where It is going to save its results. 
Then, once that is done, you can grab 
most screens^ windows, or icons. 

By simply pressing (Crtl|-|Left 
Shlft]'[Left Alt], you cause crosshairs 



JitUi. 
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The Smashing 



Here are twenty samples ideal for use 
within M,M. Experience, coupled lo Arq, 
or maybe just for fun. You can use Upd 
or Dropit! to play them back if you have 
notgot a sample player of your own, AU/ 




uantum exclusively offer 

'VIDI Amiga' Copiure Solutions by 



rombo 



These Video Capture solutions 




offer superb performance and 
exceptional value for money. 



WInether casual or professional 
interest in graptnics from Video - 
/ou must have a 'VJDI Amiga' 




VJDI Amiga 12 

The world's best sellinp Amiga digitisen 
many features including Image Copture, 
Animation and Image Processing. 

Mono Images are captured in reol time, 
colour images in less than a second. 

Supporting Amiga resolutions up to 
704x566 in full overscan and all 
AG A & A1200/A4000 modes- 



^: £69'> 



O Composite & SVHS inputs! 

O All colour modes inc. HAM & 256 col! 

O Time Lapse remote image grabbing! 

Q Swipe & Play Animation Workstation! 

O Cut & Paste between frames! 

O 15 Image Processing effects! 



Compatible with : A500 - A600 - Al 200 - Al 500 - A2000 - 

A3000 - A4000 - Workbench 1 -3/2,0/3,0 



VIDI Amiga 24 (RT) 

Real Time colour capture from any video 
source. It has even more feotures than 
Vidi Amiga 1 2 and the added benefit of 
Image capture from moving video. 

Full AGA chipset support as standard. 



SI 49 



O Real Time Image Capture! 

O Composite & SVHS inputs! 

O Time Lapse remote image grabbing! 

O Swipe <& Play Animation Workstation! 

O File support for BMP. TIFF & PCX! 

O Load & Save 24 Bit ILBM & ANIMS! 



Compatible v^ith : A500 - A600 - A1200 - A1500 - A2000 - 

A3000 - A4000 - Workbench 2,0/3.0 



VIDI Amiga 24 (RT) Pro 

Professionol or serious user, True colour real 
time imoge copture from any video source 

Photorealistic image capture with 24 bit 
file option to bridge Amiga and PC, 

Improved image enhancement algorithm 
to produce screen and output files of 
the highest quality. 

Full AGA chipset support as standard. 



L ^* ■- 



' £249 



O Real Time Image Capture! 
O Composite & SVHS inputs! 
O 16.7 million colour grabbing! 

O Swipe & Play Animation Workstation! 
O ILBM, ANIM, BMP. TIFF & PCX! 

O Image Processing controls & effects! 



Compatible with ; A500 - A600 - A1200 - A1500 - A2000 - 

A3000 - A4000 - Workbench 2.0/3.0 




N,&. fences inciuae VAT, All Products mode in UK. Trade enquiries Welcome. 

uantum Tel: 01506-461917 



2b Young Square. Brucefield, Livingston EH54 9BX 
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AUi SuperDisk 




INFORMATION 



Additional 
in-formatioii 



Floppy User 



You can install to any disk except this month's SuperDisk, When prompted, 
insert your spare dtsk into dfO:, the internal drive. The lime taken to install 
a disk varies. 



Hard Drive User 



Now you can install dtrectiy \o your hard drive. Boot SuperDisk No. 73 as 
you do for floppy installation, and select the disk you wish to install. When 
asked whether you wish 1o Install to floppy or hard drive, select 'h'. You will 
be given a list of available devices and the space on them. Bear in mind 
that over 2 and a half Megs of space are required to install the whole set 
of disks. 

The SuperDisks will install an exact copy of the floppy disk, AUIJAN96x. 
lo a subdirectory of that name. This Includes startup-sequences et al. Delete 
any unnecessary files. Note also that the icon information default tool in the 
documents will need changing or the reader least' will need copying from 
the c directory in the subdirectory to the c directory on the partition you have 
installed to (not necessanly sys:c directory). 

You cannot install loany path that contains the following letter sequence: 
"dT, "pc". 'ds". "ram", "cd". This is to avoid any confusion with other Amiga 
devices. It is not a good idea to have padiiions/di rectories called this 
anyway. 



Expert Users 



The installation directly lo hard drive should mean that manual installation 
would take you fonger now. It therefore seems little point detailing this. 
Should you wish to^ remember that SuperDisk No, 74 is a diskspare disk and 
requires this device to read them and that the commands are stored m 
su pe rd rsk74 : c/com ma n d s , I zx . 



Viru 

During the production of our coverdisks the disks were constantly checked 
for quality. While disks are checked for viruses* it is always safer to virus 
check the disk prior lo installation. 



Pnof 10 installation you should check the shutter of thedisk to ensure that It has 
not been damaged in transrt. This is best done by gently sliding ine shutter to 
the left and allowing tt to spnng back. Please note that AUi nor Publisher 
cannot be deemed tiabie for any problems arising from use of the disk. 

Disk Return 



In the unlikely event your disk is damaged or simply doesn't run, please 
return illothedupiicator. Tib PLC, Tib Housen 11 Edward Street, Bradford, 
BD4 7BH, (who may be contacted on 01274 736990) together with a 
Stamped addressed envelope. Where it is a duplication fault, the postage 
will be returned along wtih the replacement disk. 

Technical Siiinaor't 



Ring our duplicator's technical support line on 0891 715929 (weekdays 
10.00am- 12.30pm. 1.30pm - 4,40pm). They may be able lo offer useful 
advice. Calls are charged at 39p per minute cheap rale and d9p at all other 
times. Please ensure you have the permission of the phone owner before 
making the call. 



A Plea 



We have gone to every effort lo make the SuperDisk easy to use an<3 lo ensure 
that all the programs work on as many systems as possible, 

Weregrelthatwecannottake any telephone callsconcerning SuperDisk 
problems They are |usl loo trme consuming and then we wouldn't have tjme 
to put the next SuperDisk together for you. 

If you do havea problem, try thedocsagainand refer lo your manual should 
you need to move any libraries or assign any programs- Jf you are truly stuck, 
please write to Amiga Answers. 



Much Gratitude to JJmbot>, the supportive Sysop of the exceJIent Waltons' 
f/ountain BBS, on 0181 B91 5730. Faulty Towers shouldn't be omitted, 
available on 01235 5351 1 3. If you want to be truly intemationaln then check out 
the splendid American BBS Smorgastwa rd. on 205 745 3989. 



Readers' Contributions 

AUl's SuperDisks are crammed with the cream of Amiga crop, fvlany of the 

programsarecreatedespeciaJlyforus and released iniothe Public Domain through 

At//. It'syouihe reader that makes it possible lor^W to continue to share topquality 
software with lens of Ihousancls of avid Amiga users. 

M you have a masterpiece that you think can cut it with the best, send it to: 
SuperDisk ContTibutions, Amiga User International f^aga?ine. Unit 2. Utopia 
Village, 7 Chalcot Road. London NW1 8LX, Alternatively, you can send your 
programs uuencoded by email to amigauser® cix.compulink.co.uk. 

ft's best for us If you don't use Powerpacker, because we use LZX to archive, 
which isfar more efficient. It will also help if you lell us which libraries or fonts your 
program requires, keeping them to a minimum if possible. So. if you're sending 
an AMOS program for example, try to avoid the need to have the Af^OS library 
separately. These guidelines make life jolly for everyone. 

Happy compiling^ 



JustabriefreminderthatsomeofthepnDgramsonourCoverdiskare Shareware. This 
means thai you can t^ tf>em out. but rf you regularly use them you should send a 
registration tee to the author. Registration fees are tjetween E5 and E20 and 
sometimes the author will send you the latest version in return. You can serid an 
Inlematvonal Money Onjer. or preferably a cheque but many authors dont accept 
cheques if tr>©y are outside the UK. If you want to nsk sending cash in a registered 
post. It's up to you. We wouldn't advise rt but it's your money.,. 

Note that some of the authors don't want anything more than a postcard 
from you so They can see how far their programs have travelled. So^ why not 
make their day. After alL they made yours. 



Compatibility 



These SuperDisks are WorkBench 2 and above only, and require one Meg of Chip 
RAM ormore, We deem thisto be the minimum spec Amiga used nowadays. Thai 
doesnt mean that we aren't aware of users with 1. 3 Amigas. The reason is simply 
that most new programs, certainly those developed by PD programmers, require 
V^orkBench 2 and because it allows us to give about a further 300-400 K of data. 
Getting over four Megs onto two dtsks isn't possible with OFS disks and 
decrunching them would require more floppy disks on your part. WorkBench 2 
gives much more than a new WorkBench disk, it powers up your Amiga, radically 
renovating your Operating System. The only option for 1 .3 users is lo upgrade. 
The cost is negligible (c.£50), and is more than worth it for the wealth of new 
programs on offer and for the money you'll save on floppy disks' 

All the programson these disks work on an A1200 and most on an Amiga 500+. 
The best way to check is to read the docs and try the game. Shou>d you require 
additional libraries for the program, they should be enclosed m the program 
directory and you need lo copy them to your iibsidirectory on your Woh<Bench disk, 

Read your WorkBench manual for instructions on doing this. 

Should it all go horribly wrong, please WRITE to Amiga Answers at the 
address shown in the Answers section. 00 NOT RING' We canrioi answer 
queries over the phone. Sorry. 



Documentation 



All the plain documents can be read simply by double clicking on r e r icons. The 
text will scroll, use the mouse to control it and press Escape to qu^ ff the docs 
are in AmigaGuide format. you1i need a computer that can read Ar- -aGuide tiles 
in order to read ihem without all the nodes showing. 

The docs can also be loaded into any Word Processor that reads ASCI!, 
which Is just about all of them. 
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He*s Back... 

rolhxowa on from //n'i"r,^"iriii/yruH«if- 
hMikmn ^ifuirn-f SCSI hitcrftiir. HiSnft h 
j."<'und ttt an'i'iii'!!'- ^'I'f ^i'ltrrcl . OfKnuji 
a-cn higher SCt-S fvrformainr. mln-bootin;^. 
and an uilui-fa^t n'ruil port. Surf Squirrel ts 
thf ideal expansion peripheral jor ^ourAtNign 
A}lfJO, Stpjirrel is ai^' lU' oulif SCSi 
eipansion that i^ hot j'lii^i and uniJlui^. 
rr^utres no ojvun^ I'f yitur Aiiii<ia. no 
Itdmical kiioii^filgc ami dues iu>t mvaliJalf 
jfouj imrnrnfy.' Contact HiSoflfor more 
mformalicn on Iheamazint; Surf Sifuim-t. 





Disk Magic 



«39.95 







Amiga Zip Tools 

exclusively from HiSoff 

JSip drtv« from HiSo^t in^Ludv l-\ i?n thin^ 
vou need lo gel fioing on a SCSi-3wjre 
Amiga: the Zip UK" Jnve, a MK'S^ cJrtndge, 
all Ticce»aiy leads and a ct*tnpitte **I of 
*o(twaperpri'grjmnitd b\ HiSoft induJinp: 

• fd^yjvinrfs drufn • Tem^'rur], unyr^-^tK^ 

• Poic^vni pnHttl * Cart'iJr''—--' -:'-^^ 

• V^tt proltrrnm • Csrtmi^, i^,; 



Th9 MoppY drlv« tor 
tliv muUtmffdiQ Qg9 

Thh nt'wesU ini'^l piirlabl 
^AchdngfaHe lurd disk drivf weighs 
in ai just lib, ha.HfdSl Iranslfr and 
HitLVSs tmit's (up to iMb/s irdnsiet 
28ms si'ck). easily fit* in your hand, 
your b.ifi or your briefcase, slnri-ii up 
Id liiOMb on f1oppy-»i/ed d^sks, i» 
ptfrteci for ill lypcs o| apphcjlion 
jnd u priced At d le^cl that will mjif 
vou want to un/.ip vnur wallel 

Pnce im tOOSfb cMttriigL fttrr 
70aMk 




Newly released, Disk Magic (screenshol un the lefl). is 
[hi> iiUimijte fiJe jnd disk itunogcmt-ni uliliiy {or your 
Aniiga. DiskMAClC make* every task you perform - 
irom (he copying o( d tile, lo the extraction a\ an 
archived file, as simple as a clicking on a butlonf In fad, 
aller usmg DiskMACICn you'll ivonder how you ever 
used vou AjTuga without it! 

DiskMAClC is exceptionally configurable, with the 
abtiity to alter window layout, file tvpes, aition buttoni^H 
f onb, screen mode, archive handling viewers and mure^ 

ttiltMAGICiS Compah'He with att Amigas running WB2 
ior higher* and with 13MB or more of free memory. 



/J^"Bv^ 



Aymui^ic experts (ali wmpler products are --^ — — _ 

our own design, built and programmed in * 99,95 
■he UK)h you can trust HiSoH to deliver the 
wf^X package for you; a professional Midi 
mlcrface (ProMidi £24.95), a great-value, 
8-bit direct'to-disk sampler fMegalo^nund 
i2A *^3} or a superb quality IZ^Ib-bil stereo, 
Jirev-l'to-disk PCMCIA unit (Aura), both 
samplers have superb real-time eJfpits. 




The Sesf-Va/ue 
Hard Drives 



II you w*nl a SCSI hard drive then HiSoft 
has the one to suit vour needs; v%ht'ther 
you jre looking for jn internal driv 
your tower case, A3rH10/A40(Xl etc, or aW- "^ 
CKlcmal iCb hi?asr-of'a -drive fortay 
SCSl-awarc AmL>;,i, wedan *,upply ^ ^^ 

Based on only the highe^i quality -^^r 
mechjm>ims Irom top -npflitrs, with hilT 
mj nuiaciu re r* warranty imrhard drii'f.-* 
are fully tesled lor all ,\miga computers 
and come with our own iddilional 
warranty and techmcil mppi-tT * \- 

Hord Drives f 

SCSI U IDl 




Termite 



£39,95 




Afraid ofbecommga hedgehog on the 
Information Super Highway? Don't worry! 
Termite is so easy to uw that even a first time 
telecommunicalor will feel at home. 

Termite is 100% WB2 Style Guide compliant and provides 
\ L>u wilh all of the modem user interface lealures to 
iially enjoy playing m the highway! 

Trrmite supports both the Amiga XPR and XEM libraries 
.I'- ^vil! as having its own internal ZModem, Termite is 
. uinpjhble with all Ami gas running WBZ tor higher) with 
I Mil I'T more of free memory and all modems, 



Cinema4D 



£199.95 



We oftrrinl^al orf«,TT^,it SCS^ Iwd 
drivel apdC[>-ROM*Iru.^lnKm^ 

device* «• suitable M[<rihFiinbiof in 
Ai,VV, .\:(MX1, V'tfcBi jnd A*JCV 

hAiJIytt Lhi i.iiH;\^L^nxp*« ir> 







.:^\ 



4aJMbo»«*l £2M ^Mbipi.tMl tti9-95 in.iitde irrK-gr»l p*u, a:! SCSI 
lCb.M-.v.l £3W l7QMbii*™d£l2i« y^chokem -smalitN^rarf**! 



This exciting new package ls available aE the ama/.inglv'low 
priceofonly £1*^95, CinemaAD is set to revoluiiomse Ihe 
3D'rendcring and animahon market- 

CmemaJDprovidesan easy-to-use multi-tasking editor 
replete with e%'ery conceivable option includin>' 
mulli-wmdow editing, mteractive mi^delling, Jirei.t 
modi'lhng in 3D. basic and complex pnmitivw, cai) ob»«t 
manipulation, hierarchies, an oplirrused FPL, CPU venton 
and much more' 

Cinema4D also includes a comprehensive fik convtr^wn 
utility to allow full import ol your current obiectt. 



Coming Soon... 




Super-Value 
CD-ROM Pock 



o 



Squirrel 
9MPEG 



• CTU2 and CDT\'mukiBn «rthi«i « 
mhtt j/ou ian ail Ik^-t ganiaaiidclh^ 

^ Tft. 



J 



Tftf :r»i'hoki'f^ Muv ACD-iOO 
CD-ROM imsv J fait, dauhk-^ttevd 
CD-ROM with (uil SCSi ^pedfiaam plus 

C(mi^i'tca\i\fr\<nii\tT<\l- ivUhf front $o fhiit 
yifu c't t'loy rt!u>ii CDf direcstv.-^hifm 
int«"mti-ji- 1 CD iHjiicl. 




HiSoft h,i- ^'^l^ll*g^^n with* 
'-^i[1ianlni:^fT,j'.it.'dia pd<kftf 
rjtrc(siS_^l inliTface,Alw* 
*cT>-:vw CD-ROW and the 
..mjt^Mn^on- 10 padi otf CDs' 

^J4looi^i>M(|pU9tt 

>.. <hKSer%r i^flo" 

Zip. «aDi«rtfc \ -yj^ 
ijLjy vfwiwrf XifU0f< 

• The Al'nathi^ii i0^m-lCp£ki:^Li>: . .'i* 
UiCJ^ini!u\i!'Kf'^t Ikml^nkftgamc 
200(1 'Us-,>^ixmnf!f.. IhlUuanMWiyTtaot 

}iXlOfvffutf^y :i f'iniplth' phi'Uy lil'mrv and 
mufh. much moni 



■ All thi^packagedio^t'lhiTal a Iru 
Isuperb pncc, wUh hiU I yi?ar warranty 
\rid technical suppu^t tn^m HiSott. 



\ 



MPEG 

COMPATIBLE 




l-,-- -I Mll-r 



Bnng Ihe cinema mtoyour home and onto > our 
computer ^^ith Squirrel MPEG. Pli^-^ng the pc^ulir 
VideoCD and CDl CD-ROMs. Sqwrrel MPEG 
brings high quabt\- digitalh- rrusierrd images and 
lb-bit stereo sound to you and your Amiga. 
Squirrel MPEG is a SCSI penpheral that can be used 
m coniunctjon with any SCSI controller, such as the 
Squirrel, and any VkItoCD compatible CD-ROMV 
Squurel MPEG can al?o be used as a stand-alone unit 
dsanaddhkmtoyoaiTyVideoand Hi'Fi setup. 

Jot ES CDr* 'Gmrn Book} or VidetCD 



"Sijurrrr / iViPEG rfiituma SCSIL! 
fiVTiitf Bockl comfnlibU Ctwxk your CD-ROMmffurrfc comp/t^it^ d^utis. 

Order Hotline , -, 

(D 0500 223660 Jtllw#l't 

SYSTEMS 



1-n i.»rderanyof the products shown on this pagt 
i4.ir 3nv other Hi&oft title) ' i[Msi c.dl u^. tree of 
charL;e, on O^UO 22JtMi. armed wilh your credit 
i>r debit card, we ^vill normally despalch ^viihin 
4 working davs {£A P&P) or, tor only £6 withm 
Ihe UK, by guaranteed next day delivi-ry (lor 
goods in slock), Alicrnaiivclyr you can send us a 
chci.]ije or postal order*, made out to HiSoft, All 
prices include VAT Evporl orders; please call or 
fax to confirm pricing and postage cosls, 
^. I -WS HiSoft, EiOE. 



The Old School Greenfield 
Bedford MK45 5DE UK 

Tei: +44 (0)1525 718181 
Fax: +44 (0)1525 713716 



All priiti tricludt UK 
VATta i73% 



Zrp IS a trademark 
of tome^ Ine 





I TurboCalc 3 . 5 



now understand why thifl 

remarkable 

eoftwsre ie go 
popular in Germany. Thank 
goodnee& Di£ita worked 
wrth TurboCalc 'g German 
creafore to develop this 
English ver{;ion. tn a fkotehetl, a fast 
spreedGheet. et a frrendly price and 
wHh e proven track recordi'* 



I Personal Paint 6 . 4 





**T 




'hifi is the only choice, 
the only Amiga 
paint 

program that does 

everything — p a i nt i ng , 

image processing, 

animation and 24-bil 

printing — there ia no other 

choice for a computer artistl** 
Pamhng has never been so 

liberated! Personal Paint's unique 

virtual memory facility uses free disk 

space to supplement FlAM, and in 

doing so, relieves memory 

constrain Is- 




Spreadsheets can be used for many 
forms of finiinciiO planning. Using 
TurboCalc, you can calculate and 
recalculate cntiro spreadsheets in 
seconds, And then, by ^ek^cling from a 
range of 2D or 3D styles, view your 
data as charts, 

■ Award-winning spreadsheet with 
over 52,tXH* users in Germany! 

■ Unbeatable aimbination of power 
and speed. 

B Ideal for charting, for budgeting, 
for cash flows and financial 
analysb, 

■ Extensive charting options, 
including 3D and ammated graphs 
which update in real-time. 

■ Drag and drop editing, 
M Multiple undo and redo. 

■ Share information with olher 
spreadsheets, like ProCalc, 
Microsoft Excel or Lotus 1-2-3, as 
well as Dataslore^" Money Matlers,"" 
Organiser and Wordworth* 

■ On-hne AmigaGuide help 
whene\'er you need, so you can 
learn Turbocalc as vou use it. 

■ Over 100 built-m mathematical and 
financial tu net ions. 

■ Extensive ARexx and macro 
support- 

■ Low price upgrade! Call for 
details, 

■ Reijuires WoTkbunch 1 ,3 or 
above, floppy or hard disk, 

1MB RAM. 

£49.99 




And with its une<jualled support for 
third parly graphics cards, you can 
create fabulous images no matter 
what Amiga you use. 
Stunning effects like emboss. 

water-colours, transparencies and 

stereograms. 

■ Full range of drawing and 
colounng tools, with the ability to 
store up to 9 brushes- 

■ Animation storybi>ard. 

■ Virtual memory, uses free disk 
space to supplement RA.M. 

■ Wide compatibility with third 
parly graphics cards. 

■ Import and e\pi^r( IFT, PCX, PNG. 

■ Multiple undo and redo. 

■ Built-in screen grabber. 

■ Low price upgrade! 
Call for details. 

■ Requires 
Workbench 2 or 
above, floppy or 
hard disk, 1MB 
RAM. 



£49.99 




•otu 



\ J FKjd^frf>rtdpALh^iPl9 





5^T*VH 



^.^ 




tOfk-' 



Datastore 2 



riendlij. 
Thflf's how 

I'd sum up 
DatQ&tore. There are &o 
manLj helpful festui-ea, lika 
DrgiSense for example — it knows 
what I want to ti|pe and helps me 
type itl Tinr^e-fiaving features like 
that make ail the difference," 

Datastore maki.'^ storing 
information >imple. Ready-made 
Eas^Start" templates means thai you 
don't have to design your own 
database layouts. And, the wide 
range of automated data entry 
facilities ensures that you type as 
little as possible- 

With Datastore, storing 
information has never been this easy, 

■ EasvSlart'" Templates include: 
Address Book, Club Membership, 
Gardener's Guide, Home 
Insurance Inventory, Recipes, 
Video Vault and more. 

■ DigiSense " technology, like Auto 
Date'" which senses the date you 
wan! and helps you type it. 

■ List view lets you sec multiple 
records on-screen . 




Qiuckiy and simply print labels 
(using Word worth J. 
On-line AmigaGuide help 
whenever vou need. 
Share information with 
Organiser, E*ersonal Pamt, 
Turbocalc and Wordworth. 
Low price upgrade! 
Call for details- 
Re^^uires 
Workbench 2 or 
above, floppy or 
hard disk, 

1MB RAM. 



^M<i 



tv i 



£49.99 

Add CJ t'.-'-^^ ^rrd fnxVoflif^g 




«utfr 



Organiser 2 



T* 



^ 



Money Matters 4 




wished rd boughf the 
Digits Organiser 
earlier- Imagine, an 

organiser vivhlcb looks and works 
just like the real thing! Now, I 
never forget birthdays or bills, and I 
reall^f plan my time efTactivaly. I've 
learnt a lot too with the Diary 
Themes and Supplements,** 





The Digita Organiser fedture> built-in 
intelligence thai we call DigiSense. Like 
Auto Date for example, which 
senses the date vou want and 
helps you type it, and Auto 
Start"' which automatically 
starts other programs when 
you wish- 

■ Easy-to-use personal 
organiser display with 
animated pages 
containing; Calendar, 
Diary, Task Lists, Address 
Book, Supplements. 

a Daily Fortune Cookie* 
(operating hps, proverbs, 
anecdotes and fokes). 

■ Prints pages tor Day 
Timer, Filofax, Rolodex, 
Time Manager. 

■ Mailmerge with 
Word worth to create 
personalised form letters. 

■ Manual and automatic 
linking of related items. 

■ On-line AmigaGuide help 
whene\'er you need , so 
you can learn Organiser 
as you use it. 

■ Share information with Datastore 
and Wordworih. ^ 

■ Low price upgrade! 
Call for details. 

■ Requires Workbench 2 
orabove, floppy or 
hard disk, 1MB RAM. 

£49.99 



Organiser 
gi^ Plus Pack 




UU«roAomv. 8Mft Ob Th» Day, 
Cdftinty BMnfcdiyi. Dml On Tl^ 



■ Anloxait- An. 

AMfDcvxp)', AwaPd ' 

OnThklDiy, 

Ev«nt<.. Di«d O9 Th*t [>«t, 
'Di»d4tvn. Durovmetv ft 

Batda. E^n& Cvdcmpg, 

HidorVn HoiTif Htnli. 

Intrrnpl, M«<iiurvTn«nf Ul 

NfllJonal Counlrv Davit, 

(pjiBl and Atlanta %>. Oiu PUiv^ 

lEvligions, Resiaurints, Sport. 
THephone Dialling Co4c«, 
Travelling, Radio Sabuiu. Sod«l 
Sauon Evimts, Theatre. TcWp^Mic 
Humbcry, Uwhil Addrvsw. Win* 
Guide uid more- 



*^^fi^'«iL.o, . 






dreaded 

working out 

mif financee 
at the end of the monih. I 
alwai^G seemed io end up 
owing more than I bad leff over. In 
fact, my finances were a bit of a 
muddle and a lot of ba&sle. 

But not anymore, now that I 
use Money Matters. I know exactly 
what 1 owe, I am able to make 
sound financial decisions af>d plan 
for ttie future- Best of all, the 
savings h bank and credit card 
charges covered the cost of 
Money Matters in just a few 
months!" 




Use the power of your Amiga lo do 
the work for you! Instantly see what 
you spend the most on, how this 
compares to last month, last year, or 
to your budget— It's effortless! 

■ See your whole financial picture 
in one go. 

■ Easily reconcile staniiing orders 
and direct debits with your bank 
statement (and receive warnings 
if bank charges are likely!). 

■ Now mclutli.'^ Human Interface 
l*rolocol ' v2, which combmes 
Workbench look and feel with the 
new super -intuitive HIP " style. 

■ Share mformation wiih Datastore, 
Turbocalc and Wordi^orth, 

■ On-hne AmigaGujde help 
u hene\"er v"ou need. 

■ Optional businesS'Style reports 
and VAT handling for small 
busmess, clubs and charities. 

■ Lo^v pnce upgrade' Call for 
details- 

■ Requires 
Workbench 2 
or above, floppy 
or hard disk, 
1MB RAM. 

£49.99 

Add C3 f.v?&la^e ond ^^oclqgJftg 




Wordii'Ofth News-the new arrival 



O^k^k I have made 
^^^^ I some very 
I nerve 
wracking decisions in 
my lifetime — joining 
H«r Majttfities Forces — 
ftnchufag — volunteering for neah 
impossible things — but one of the 
Xks 1 have aver made 
I to buy Wordworthl" 
^N'hen Amiga Technologies 
the best word pr^KTessor, it 
Digita VS'ord worth — the 
best-seUing Amiga word processor in 
the world. VVordworth 4SE, created in 
English, German. French and Italian, 
b now included with every Amiga. 
So, then, the world's most popular 
word processor becomes e\'en more 
popular! 




Existing Word worth users can now 
look forward to Wordworth 7. and, 
provided you're registered, you'll 
receive full upgrade details in 
November. \ew teatures mclude 
ARexx, Fast Formal," FontErfects; 
footnotes, style sheets and much 
more. Best of all, the upgrade costs 
just £29.99? 



SALES HOTLINE 01 395 270 273 



^^INTERNATIONAL 



Di^fiU lnif.-maiiorLk| Umiicd Btjik llorst- FltniM.- Ixniouili I,XK ]J]. 

Tdephonc (Jl y-}^ P^'i rS Kjoimilv <>1 3*JS liiK W,* Knuil sjlt'*«dJ^iu.dtmon.ti».ak 




Commodore Returns 

Phoenix Price Cut 
Fashionable 600s 




Virtually Silica 

Quotes of the Month 

Worm Turns Up Trumps 

Virginally On-Line 

The Net Speaks In 

Tongues 




Brand X? 

The Chips are up 

EU thought it was all over? 

Quotes of the Month 

Synthetic Light 

Blockbusting Into Asia 

Acclaim Claims Duo 

Hot under the cover 




Quotes ot the Montti 

Just The Trick 

Amiga Club International 

Ciubbing It In Greece 

HP Targets Desktop 

Market 




Compaq Top for Servers 

Bum Draw 

Mouse Burger 

Net Increase 

Multimedia Monitor 

Quotes of the Month 

Windows On The Shelf 




Astrion Carries The Tourch 

HP Gobbles Up Convex 

Sun Shine 

Eat Your Heart Out 

Bikini Net 

Alcatel's satellite deal 

The Net on the Ocean Wave 

Amstrad back in the black 




Towering High 

Companies get together 

it could be you? 

Games Ads 

Quotes of the Month 




Amiga goes POWER PC 

Packard Bell v Compaq 

Bored by software! 

Return to Go 

Now you know what it's for 

New Amiga Books 

Amiga QDrive! 




Cotnpite<t and edited by 

Anttwty Mael and MarUn Witton 

with tvtp fmm David Ward 
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Commodore Returns 



E scorn, having bought the Com- 
modore name, is attempting to 
major on ri soJely tor PC-related products 
which are now beginning reach the retail 
sheTves of their chain of stores, Mike 
Poeckling, Commodore BV MDtoid AUi 
that Commodore will regain iis market 
position by coming in at prices up to '20°o 
lower than other equivalent top brands". 

The aim is to grab 5% of the Euro- 
pean PC market in three years with the 
Commodore brand name, concentrat- 
ing efforts on an "affordable line of 
Pentium multimedia PCs and acces- 
sories." The line is called "Commodore 
GO" not "Goir as was originally sug- 
gested by E scorn. 

Former Commodore UK staff are 
sceptical about Escom's chances of 
success having lost the momentum 
wNle other PC manufacturers have 
surged ahead. Andrew Ball, former 
Commodore PR Boss, now director ot 
PR firm Insight said "Commodore was 



always associated with the Amiga In 
this country. It was nevera PC brand in 
the UK and it never had a good name 
in this country among corporaies," 
Andrew Ball is no^ stnclly accurate in 
saying that it was "never a PC brand". 
It was and for a lime did almost reach 
that magic 5% of the UK market, in 
Germany it had as much as 26% of the 
total PC mari^el at one lime. 

But don't mention 5% to Ihe Editor 
of AUi He glares and swears and 
groans. Going back ten years to the 
timeofachapcatled Howard Stanforth, 
the then fvlarketing (Manager of CbfA. 
when they were in Slough and then 
Corby, who. with Paul Welch, also 
Marketing Manager and now of Atan. 
b°o of the total PC market was the 
proudly announced aim. And, the Edi- 
tor poiriis out. It was then confidently 
proclaimed the larger of every CBM 
boss up to the lime when CBM finally 
admrtted defeat and dropped ihe PC 



and concentrated on the Amtga, 

Another reason Ihallhe Editor may 
not be entirely convinctble about the 
magic of the Commodore name in the 
UK for PCs was thai this very publica- 
tion started as, there are no doubt a few 
of you OUT there who will remember, 
none other than Commodore Bustness 
Magazine. It was because CBM had 
launched a a new range of PCs - 
destined, they claimed blithely, for that 
elusive 5% of the market. 

When the Amiga 1000 was 
launched, as you will recall as a busi- 
ness computer, the name of this publi- 
cation changed to Commodore Busi- 
ness and Amiga Magazine and then,.. 
Bulthat's history, isn^i it? 

Commodore PCs logel 5%? Whis- 
penlveryquiellytndeed, Mr Peockhng. 
if you are passing the Editor of AUfs 
office ' you can recognise the door by 
the steam coming out of the CBM-logo 
shaped keyhole. 



Phoenix Price Cut 




A boon Computer Services have 
to]d AU/ about their great Xmas 
and New Year promotion on their 
Phoenix inkjel refill kits. By buying 
direct from them you can save more 
than 1 0'*ooff of retailer's normal prices- 

A standard refill kit. containing two 
syringes of black ink, will set you back 
£7,99, While a high capacity kit. with 
twice as much ink as the standard, 
goes for £9.99. These pnces include 
post and packmg. 

Abcon also do a tri-colour kit for 
£1 1 .99. and bottles of Cleaning Solu- 
tion (E3,49) and Head Recovery Fluid 
(£5.99) - designed to unblock those 
nozzles. 

The Phoenix products are said to 
work with ALL makes of Inkjet pnnter, 
so Canon users should be able to refill 
their cartridges without worry. 



Fashionable 600s 



IBM are preparing for a six month delay before the 620 
version of the PowerPC chip is completely ready. Apple are 
saidto have also had problems with the early 620s because 
of d>ff(culties in running the Mac operating system properly. 
Rumours were rife concerning the demise of the chip 
following Motorola's recent decision to abandon develop- 
ment of the 615 - a PowerPC chip with built-in Windows 
compatibility. 

The cheaper 604 device continues to power the entire 
Apple range, and speculation increases as to who will 



eventually take over Apple. IBM are a strong contender. 

In Japan. Mitsubishi Electric have joined Apple and 
games company Bandai m a multimedia alliance. They 
plan to produce equipment using the PowerPC 603 and 
Apple's Pippin operating system to access the Internet, 
play games and CDs, and word-process. 

While in America, at the recent Video Toaster confer- 
ence. Amiga Technologies announced that the next genera- 
tion of Amigas are to be called Power Amiga. Thai's right ■ the 
RISC Amiga is going to be PowerPC. See page 28. 



The-A UJJUe^ s File 



Virtually Silica 



AUt reported in ihe October 1995 
5sue thai Escom had taken the Euro- 
pean drstnbution of i-Glasses, a vir- 
tual reality headset. Lo and behold at 
the meetfng at which Amiga Tech- 
nologies sought to reassure the UK 
Amiga developers that Escom rea^y 
intended lo support the Amiga, the i- 
Glasses appeared and were, lo the 
demusement of the gathered devel- 
opers, lauded as taking an important 
role, almost with equal status to the 
Amiga, in the products that Amiga 
Technologies were going to sell. 

Some developers did not conceal 
their surphse^ and even alarm, that 
the company wasn't concentrating on 
theAmiga,bune!tingilselft)ediverted 
into another and by no means easier 
saies area. 

Now Silica, who are the major 
dFStribulor tor Amiga Technologies, 
have taken the VR headset and are 
pushing it as a way into the growjr>g 
world of virluality. 

Silica say connect the new i- 
GlassGS headset lo a computer Of 
games console and you can watch fuTl 
colour 3D video images leap around 
in the space before your eyes. Try it 
for yourself and see if you agree that 
the "incredible illusjon is reinforced by 
immersive 3D stereo sound effects 
and music"! 

The ^'Glasses can be used with 
existing games. Two versions are on 



offer, the PC version costs C899.00, 
yes, that^s not a misprint, and takes 
VGA and sound signals from a stand- 
ard PC, It includes headiracking ca- 
pabilities that fo"ow head movement. 
This allows the user to look in any 
direction within a game. 

The headset works with all exist- 
ing PC games and VideoCDs. or with 
a new generation of specially designed 
games and movie Ulles. 

The Amiga (composite/TV) head- 
set also works with most popular 
games consoles and costs £599,00. 
(Buy an Amiga, or nearly, with the 
saving from not buying the PC ver- 
sion!) The headset lakes any PAL 
composite video source, including 
video tape and disc, to produce a 
virtual 80" colour dtsplay. An Upgrade 
Set is available lo give the composite 
version of the (-Glasses all the powers 
of the PC version including 
headt racking. 

One of the interesting aspects of 
Ws whole affair is that Silk:a Systems 
es Ihe retail end of 50L whose parent 
company has had such a bad tune 
since the fan of Cofrtmodow Vwl tfivy 
have hA tfie TmancoJ rocte and are 
now in AdmmMtrafton. 

AdmirtfttrflBofi ofttiepafsniGonH 
pany meanB ttiol SAca are stil tracing 
viflualy. tf one may use ihe phrase, 
nomiaiy and are perticfly retaUa to 
dobustfwsswig^-ttowev of , they have 




Lookiag at thr troubia of Irtf thmttfi tirtu^lit^ gtststsl 



put up 3 kind of wall around them- 
selves to protect themsefves against 
their creditors jumpFng all over them. 
Admtnetnrtton is similar to the 
Chapter 11 procedure in the USA 
which, iionicairy, is exactly what Com- 
modore used to keep themselves go- 
ing unti tney could sell themselves 

0(1, 

That sell off appears lo have come 
too Late for SDL as they say that some- 
thing like 50% of their business was 
Amiga-based and, over those dreadful 
18 months, just disappeared. Appar- 
ently they couldn't replace it with PCs. 

So now they are attempting a re- 
structuhng and are able to carry on; 



with the possibility thai they wITt be 
sold off. Strangety. m view of their 
announcement about selling the i- 
GLasses virtual reality headset, they 
are a kind of virtual company them- 
selves now. Do all of their staff go 
around with i-Glasses on? We don't 
know, but what we really hope is that 
as the leading distributor for the Amiga. 
Silica/SDL will stay reai and enable 
the machine lo be sold in numbers 
that will make it a power again. And 
not a virtual power eilher. 
Contact: Sifica Systems, 
Siiica House. Hatherley Road, 
Sidcup. Kent DA 14 4DX. 
TeL 0161 309 1111. 
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"The UK market is a really tough one. still dominated by games Am and 
cultural titles have not taken oft as we expected", said Patnck Mek:Nor. 
Emme'sFrenchCDROMPublisher/'We'rehopingit'snotadeadinvestment.' 

A dead investment in arts and culture in the UK'^ Ooh. ta. laf Monsieur 
Melchior, whatever would gtve you that impression? While France, at teast 
under President Mitterrand, provided money tor things like that, the UK creates 
a LMery so that it can reduce public spending on such unimportant matters. 

tn the UK. we are much more polite than Hermann Goenng, the f^azi FSeW 
Marshal who said ~When I hear the word "culture^! reach tor my revotver. 'But 
the attitude of many, especially present Government politicians, is not loo 
dissimilar 

Tochr^otogiBS which may seem wondrous at the time of their invention. 
fade as they are inevitably overtaken. It is by their cultures and tt)eir arts ffiat 
civilizations fiave been remembered. 

And the problem tor anyone who respects the Amiga in the UK is the sheer 
weight that has always been put behind it as a games machine - a toy. The 
same may apply to the attitudes of the CD-ROM market. 

You may come. f^r. Melchior. tike your namesake, bearing gifts, but in this 
country don 't try frankincense or myrrh -or arts and culture - they 11 tell you to 
take it t)ack and bring a toy tor the baby instead 



Worm Turns ; Virginally On-Llne 
Up Trumps 



Team 17 are overjoyed at the re- 
sponse they nave had lo their 
new WWW site. They toid AUI thai 
accesses to their Web site has reached 
well over 20,000 hits a week. The firm 
put up the shareware version of their 
game "Worms" on the Internet and on 
Gamesfylaster's. GamesNet pages 
The full version is due for release on 
Amiga. 
Contact: Team 17Tel. 01924267776. 



• \/'^9J^^3^®^^P^^®^'^^^®'SQ*Civer 

• V £40K of muse, games and video 

• from all over the world after joining the 

• UK ShoppingCentreon CompuServe 
^ recently The Megastore Net shop 

• now has a range of over 1 .500 differ- 

• ent items availaDle through ordehng 

• direct to Virgin via the Internet, 

, This form of selling is going to 

• grow rapjdiy. For, even If the numbers 

• of new Netters doesn't reach the mil- 

• lions predicted, those who use the Net 
^ appear to be already a good potential 

• market, espeaally for technoiogy-ori- 

• ented products. 



The Net Speaks in Tongues 



Globalink< a US transkation soft 
warespecialist. havelaur»ched 
onlotheNet^Thenewlntemettrans- 
lation service will be integrated with 
Netscape Navigator 2,0 and will al- 
low Internet users to translate for^ 
eign text while on-line. President of 



the firm, Jim Lewis, forecasts the 
translation option will be as common 
as the spellchecker enjoying world- 
wide use. Gtobalinkhave established 
European headquaders at Bracknell 
as a base for marketing in the UK» 
France, and Germany. 



JANUARY 1996- AUI 




The AUI News File 



Brand 
X? 

Ad agency, DMB&B have been car- 
rying out research into popular 
brands of PCs and have come up with 
the surprising fact that a third oi con- 
sumers in the survey were unable to 
name even one company. Of those in 
the know. IBM was perceived as Ihe 
industry leader, followed by Amstrad 
and Apple. (Amstrad? where have 
these consumers been living?) 

DMB&B concluded that the other 
companies needed to step up their 
image and market their competitive 
benefits posit fvely. What a surprise. 
Perhaps they could advertise through 
Df^B&B. 



The 
chips 
are up 

Motorola, the US electronics group 
who manufacture the chips for 
the Amiga, is, it says, responding to 
the ir^crease in demand for credit card 
devices by stepping up its manufac- 
turing capacrty tor smancard micro- 
controller chips. 

Motorola, who already dominate 
the market with a 70% share, will now 
increase production tenfold to ten mil- 
lion chips per week with an invest- 
ment of £2.5 billion, fvlotorola claims 
that the annual global market for mi- 
crochips will grow from under S100 
million - £65 million now - to over $1 
billion, £650 mition by the end of the 
century, 

Scotland has been chosen as the 
com pa ny ■ s wo r1 d wi de hea dq ua riers f o r 
smartcards and will have a key role for 
the new development. 



Quotes 

of the Month 

"The Playstation happened to be 
the right machine at the right 
time, with the right price, thehght 
company tracking it, and the righ t 
number of zeros in the mariteting 
budget", Steve Janatt, Editor of 
the Off iciaf Playstation Magazine, 
who is. of course, completely 
unbiased, 

"Right" everything? That 
claim is made because they sold 
30,000 or so into the retail trade 
in the first few days. But though 
Mr. Jarratt's statement comes 
from a not unprejudiced source, 
that doesn't make it wrong. All 
those "rights" may welt be cor- 
rect, for compare the picture with 
what CBM or Escom have done 
with the Amiga in recent times. 
■Right" etc.? Too little and too 
late, might well to a more accu- 
rate description. 

There are those who think 
that the Playstation is just a 
passing phase and will last less 
time than the Amiga has. Weshall 



see. 



Synthetic 
light 

Researchers from Princeton Uni- 
versity in America have recently 
demonstrated what could be the re- 
placement for the LCD screen used in 
loda/s laptop. The material employed 
is a special plastic that emjts light of 
varying colours when an electric cur- 
rent is applied to it. The device can 
apparently produce the three colours 
■red. green, and blue- necessaryfor 
a full-cobur display, plus yellow and 
violet. 



EU thought it 
was all over? 



Already subject to a 3.9% tariff, 
CD-ROfvl drives are expected to 
suffer a further 10% rise in cost when 
the European Union re-categorises 
them from corTfputerpehpheraitoelec- 
tronic consumer goods. Why? Well 
they can play audio CDs, can't they? 
"Hiey also have plans to build a 
E urCKXJm m un tty wide power grid , which 
means that a power station in Scotland 



will be able to supply consumers in- 
Greece etc. This might upset those that 
are about to gel their hands on the 
privatised National Grid, or whatever it's 
called nowadays, but the mam fear for 
the Eurosceptics. which really means 
Eurohaters, is the intnrfuctlon of Euro- 
voltage and power sockets. Goodbye 
sale, square, three pin and240v, Helto, 
dodgy two pms and 220v. 



Blockbusting 
Into Asia 



Blockbuster Entertainment, the 
kings of the video rental busi- 
ness, are proposing to move into the 
booming Asian countries and open 
1 000 stores by the year 2000 in direct 
competiifon with Hong Kong's KPS 
retail video stores. 



In addition, the US firm plans to 
have eight new music stores up and 
running by the end of the year. Block- 
buster have 4000 stores operating in 
the US and hundreds of outlets in 
Australia, Europe, and Japan, but this 
will be their first attempt in Asia. 



cdaim has bought up two of the largest independent entertainment 

ksottware studios- Prot>eEnterta»nmentand Sculptured Software, beating 
Eiectrofiic Arts who< it seems, also wanted lo acquire them. 

Acclaim's US share price jumped by 15% at the lime of the acquisition, 
followed by another2.5% on ihefoilowing day- Shares endedlhe day at around 
$25. 

Acclaim says Fergus McGovem's Probe's "successes" indude Primal 
Rage for Time Warner Interactive, and Batman Forever for Acclaim. Sculp- 
tured Software is famous (?) for Mortal Kombal and fvlortal Kombat W. 

Both Probe Entertainment and Sculptured Software will retain their iden- 
tities wrlhln the Acclaim empire, which now has exclusive use ot the two firms' 
250 staff, Acclaim has made most ol its piesently increasing profits in the 
cartridge boom of the early nineties. II has acquired ttiese devefc^ment 
companies possibly because it realises that massed experience in program- 
ming and development isn't so easy to find. In fact, though, none of the games 
mentioned above was particularly original, they were unquestfonably very 
profitable, but how much did they add to the creative scope ol games? 

Beat 'em ups, even mediocre ones, are an ever popular video game form. 
ArmiesofprogrammersarewhattheJapanesegames producers use to chum 
out the stulf that fills the arcades. Looks like Acctaim is setting itself up to 
produce larger quantities of the same kind ol profitable dross. 



Hot under the cover 



The next generation Pentium chip, 
previously known as the P6, which 
some wags were hoping to be called 
Sexium, has now been officially 
launched and named by Intel as 
'Pentium Pro", Rival microprocessor 
manufacturer NexGen have quickly 
announced their belter than Pro' com- 
petitor - the Nx686 However Intel 
have put pressure on clone manufac- 
turers lo design-»n the capacity lor 
heat dissipation of up to a staggering 
40W - that's three limes more than the 
current Pentium designs produce, and 
remember the problems they had with 
that little hot one. 

At the launch of the Pentium Pro, 
attended by companies such as IBM, 
Hewlett Packard, et al, who have al- 
ready produced prototype machines 
with the new chip. Compaq put some- 
thing of a damper on the joyous pro- 
ceedings by announcing thai the chip 
had a problem when their computers 
containing it were linked into a net- 
work. Because of this, they said they 



wouldn't be releasing any machines 
with Pentium Pro until well into 1996. 

The Pentium Pro is claimed by 
Inlei lo mn at a httle matter of 200 MHz, 
now that's fast and PCs with the new 
chip on board are thought To be going 
to be pnced at around S4000. some 
£2700. And Escom want lo sell A4000s 
at £1800? Someone must be joking. 

Meanwhile Advanced fyticro De- 
vices (AMD), who still haven't got their 
rival Pentium class chip, the K5- lo 
market yet in viable numbers are lo 
buy NexGen in an S840 million deal. 
Once complete AMD plan lo sell the 
Nx686 as Iheir own K6, so securing 
their position as the second biggest 
chip supplier to the PC market. 

Another third-parly chip manufac- 
turer, Cyrix, is struggling as salesof 486 
processors plummet. Their 5x66 sold in 
reasonable quantities, but not enough 
to stop their business from falling dra- 
matically. Yel Intel go from strength lo 
strength, reaching a record turnover of 
SI 6 billion ■ about £1 billion - this year. 
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AMIGA A 1200 




The UK's favourite home compuler is back' Amiga Technolog 
a brand new UK company have launched the Amiga 1200 
stunning array of software in the AMIGA MAGIC pack, 
make a great pack even better, every Amiga 1200 Magic 
from Silfca (at the advertised price), comes with a 
Chaos software pack - see betow. 



MAGIC Pflnif iMP.iiinFR- 



• Amiga 1200 Compuler - 2»a RAM 

• 3. 5" Floppy Disk Drive Built-in 

• 2.5" 170MB HD Option seeB^iow 

• Wordsworth y4u - w^ra Fr^^ttw 

• Digila Dalastore v1,1-Dat$6>$9 

• Digita Organiser vhl Fir^^tOfo^Mt^r 

• Turbo Dale v3.5 spn^aineei 

• Photogenics v1.2s£ 

pBiPfJmage Processing S Composing 

• Personal Paint v6.4 

Paint Package 

• Workbench v3.1 

♦ WIliZZ-SDPIafforinGame 

• FREE Chaos Pack 

• Pinball Mania - Pinbatt Arcade Game 




COLOUR 
MONITOR 
UPGRADE 



INCLUDES ALL DISKS & MANUALS 



INCLUDES SCALA MM3D0 



2Mb RAM- NO HD ■ 2Mb RAM + 170Mb HD 



£399 £499 



Inc VAT - AMC 3039 



lncVAT-AMC3199 




SCJUJ DOES l»OT 

MCUJM CnSlS ft HtANUALS 



-' A1200 SPECIFICATIONS 

■ 32-Bit 68020EC Processor 

« AGA Ch'pseiie. 7 Million Colours 

• 2Mt3 RAM - BoilNn Moduiatof 

96 Xey Keyb'rd With Numeric Key Pad 

• PCMCIA Smart Card Slot 



SEE OVERLEAF 

FOR 2 PAGES Of 
AMIGA PERIPHERALS A SOFTWARE 



AMIGA A 4000 T 



TOWER SYSTEM 

68040/25Mn;(,-6806O/50Mf,- Processor 

6Mb RAM -2md Chip. 4mo Fast 

Workbench v3.1 

Advanced Graphics Architecture 
AGA' Chip Set -16.7 Million 
Colour Palette 

1.2Gb SCSI Hard Drive 

1,76Mb Floppy Drive 

2 X 3.5" Drive Bays 

FREE Chaos Pack from Silica 



68040CPU +1.2Q)H0B68060CPU +1.2GbHD 



£2199 £2499 



Inc VAT ^ AMB 5040 



FREE UK ,^ 
DELIVERY 4,U 

ON ORDEBS OVER E40.VAf ^2^^^ 




Inc VAT AM8 5{jCQ 



Scala MM300 

Pre-installed on hard drive 
Ho disks or manuab 



CAtL FOR AV^ItABtUTV 



prices include VAT 



"'CI TO-' 



^MH 



•MIL OflDER HOTUNE: 



imeiij^M 



22 STORES RATIO 



^ 



QUALITY AMIGA PERIPHERALS & SOFTWARE 



^ 



VIDEO AND GRAPHICS 



K ^mmm GENLOCK 

i^^J FOR ALL AMIGA COMPUTERS 



SCALA 
HTIOO 

HOMt VIDEO 
riTKW PftOG 







%2y/^ 



* SiippofiAifisamt3roAm^iniiAGAf}fapfra 



# flUe fflfc^ - wi'JiTfl fflr u^jf^cv:* from 
£srty 96 

fWvf 




CD-ROM DRIVE & SOFTWARE 



OVERDRfVE QUAD SPEED CD-ROM 

FOR THE W^IGA 1200 

nits wfrf cOftKki^m M CD-ffOM tfnw wirfi ft^ future hj Sm^ri CiftI loitttAC^, fW 
PCMCtA $tol TfM mtka tar an fKr^Mky coov^f}^^^ jrtf sirnf>ie to m^ CD ROM 
aftv§ ^yst^t of^nfno up J wha/e ww m^fU of CD/fno/ffmea^ tKnnoloQy 

^PCVCi* 
connxifPf^ 

# OMCJSpMd 

* PtfOloCD 
compjtfOta 




SEE PAGE 3 FOR FULL OVERDRIVE RANGE 



Amin«S«t1 

Aminet 5 _ 

Amin«16- 

1 igatthiHtf 



*:* .-^ti 



4CAK10 



ArrinuHom Doubto CD ^ 

CDBoot1,0 

"^rp.O'' bUTiMif i:ri "M ritiiitH J^ 

Giga Graphics 



C24.95 
ei4.95 
£1455 

El 9.95 
CI 9-00 

IDK 

£29-00 



LJomROM 



£29.00 



Meeting Pe^hs Vd. II . _ Efl-M 

TanaSOLjnd Library C19-95 

7 aOO Hur4 fiH . ACT 04dO 

Th« Ughl Wortcs £24.95 

Rtyncng nbtcctj d^ Ipxiuivl ACT CAW 

UPOGold E29,95 

Zoom £19.00 







IMAGE MANIPULATION 

PHOTOGENrCS VI .2 

FOR Al200/A4000n' 
* Msffipuisn sna {aim gmyhics m 24-bii 

Gil " - 




ffF. PrrotoCD Jiht nuny mere 
Resl'Ume hams cJ'spliy 



NEW VFRSION 



4 Opef} ass^ ws yoc r^ Mid yoor 
own loKim, stw^ Of ^eca 



K VA1 ^UP lA 



IMAGE PROCESSING SCALA MULTIMEDIA 




IMAGE FX v2,ft 

FOn ALL AWIQAS 



. i*;p(t4/'( ftftfflrmf Biftmur mofli 
> ^^rj^if i^jjfij£irur/j 

■f^tA^^fntfltfirnirWiBtV 
- f>AVJiiM/ni«cv conwvMp 
■ AtirDnr 




NCVAl i^ix^CJJ 



MM400 

Pvnfmr 
ijirfjjty wMff 

bnnM 







rhCv^T u^iL»u 



RAM UPGRADES 



A500 5l2K{f>ci Clock) E20.00 

T OMH SI A^OQ Irgm ^1 ^Klo It* - 4W <6U^ 

A500513K(incclock) C25,00 

i*kHanA50aprom5ia(iDfiiB'RAWasia 



A500 Plus luc 



£30.00 



IflkH an A&OO irvn liAla Sw- RAM ffi^fl 



A600lkib (no clock). 



E3O.O0 



Iihn an A^GO 'rvn KCrb 2hB - HAM 06l£ 



A600 lub (inc cloclQ. 



_. C40.00 

r»H AnAeOorrumlMDV^Iiti RAU«lO 

Hawk iMb'No FPU C99.00 

lUi 32-b« FlUi bcafd 1U? popula» 
Vd t)0ir> EMCin WA - HAM 1210 



Hawk 2Mb - No FPU 



CI 29-00 



t J^4t aui bntd. At popiAMcl 



HnA^Mfa'NoFPU tiSQ-OO 

ht )?# FW tcvd «fr pofhiWH 

HMit ei4i - No FPU £329,00 

aw 33-biT RAM bova ai« por^jWH 

ord tMltafy EBAm ddfl - RAW 1^0 

FPU 33HMr For Hawh £59.00 

Cr^HH and FPU lur hfBA* - Uf^ k?W 

FPU 40UH, For Hawk £§9,00 

CtftOi ana FPU Iw K**. - UPG l?M 



3D HEADSET 



i-glasses! 

FOR AMIGA 6CKV1 200 
4000 WITH MAMBA MODULATOR 




Open your eyes to a whole 
new reality Unhke oTher head- 
mounted devices. Virtual I O's 
i-glasses''" grve you a crystal 
clear full colour video image < 
It's like hia^ng a personal 2 
metre screen with you ail trie 
time. WTiai's more, with ir>e m- 
h stefeo &:njrrd, you'll wonder 
how you ever 



seniea 
less, 



for 



fccv»T i-o^aio 




i±"i^ MODULATOR 

FOR ALL AMIGA 5 



«»■« 



* . -_ 




IHe AMkt UMmbt f iW UatuOlOf, 



rrC VAT »i> 4J1W 



POWER SUPPLY 



Amrtek A500/600A1 200 



£29,00 



FLOPPY DISK DRIVES 



_ 1Mb SONY FLOPPY 

AHiiEK 31^11 DELUXE EXTERNAL FLOPPY DRIVE 

FOR ALL AMIGA COMPUTERS 





• Hifff'iluiiT, T^" Sony medi^nim 

• SmWuHuflTHvu fflodff 



lew po^tf aage 
Eifemifi PSti 
rmiPouiKt 




S LOADER INTERNAL FLOPPY 
3%" 1Mb INTERNAL FLOPPY DRIVE 

FOR AMIGA SOO/SOOPVUS OR AMIGA 600/1300 




^^^E- ^ ^^1 


Thtit wihnal AnuM livtUr iciUcWV 

MrMavxwMi nvMrtfeiMa 

*jTigaa9 MWttymirmavUyemtrm 

. - L U . . . ^ J ^ J ■ ^^^L — 


'^'^^ ^ 


^^M 


^vTrLcDipq lid r=' nWn Mvn^y 




r^ 


£34 

|»iCvA- MMtl 




£44 

Ht VAT [HI H0 






— - 









SCSI INTERFACE 



SCSI-2 INTERFACE 

SQUIRREL 

FOR A600M1200 




14" COLOUR 
MONITOR 

FOR A1200/A4000^ 







ifi le r SCSI mukm ta vow Am^ ti Wi 
0f AMtfM, scs; 



CO-KM Oitm. lip 
amts. PO cfm«, nc 



,95 



£69 



■itm 



« OmtuiArTh^AwMtfAlaaiiar 

auM-mSmmiStmims 

• 15KHr-40KHr 

■ D>siai RGB A;Utoo 

• fvAfTOOA 

uooon 



SOFTWARE OFFERS 



AMI-FILESAFE ■ USER 
AMI-FILESAFE ■ PRO 
BRILLIANCE V2.0 
CAN00VZ5 



£29.00 

£69.00 

£49.00 

£79,00 

kJfwq A£Cf?DO 

EDGE 1.7 ' PRO £16^ 

(akdvdkig 4Si«;W 

GB ROUTE PIUS £34,99 

P^ir. I<pl V4 jO>j(n*)t ntM 4JH . ASG ^922 

FINAL WRITER V4 £85.00 

PEN PAL UK 1,5 £36,95 

FINAL COPY II 



12" GREYSCALE 
MONITOR 

FOR ALL AMtGAS 




WfWTIB imi 



£49-95 

MAXIPLAN 4 £19.00 

PEN PAL UK 1.5 £36,95 



VISTA PRO 3.0 



E24.95 



AsvAore 



• Rfifesenls CMirf if ikiimMect 
SttKasatGur, 

Spi'AK's/wffrs j/tf CA£^ work 



hCr'i ucnuif 



2 



«nl 




MAIL ORDER 



imeii. 



22 STORES NATIONWIDE 



Al' prices include VAT 





FREE UK 
DELIVERY 

Oti OROCRS OUEU E40-VAT 






CITIZEN 24-PIN 

ABC COUHI^ 

DOT MATRIX 




PRINTERS 



AMIGA CD 



CANON BJC4000 

COLOVt;^ 

BUBBLE JET 



LEXMARK EXECJET IIC 
COLOUR INKJET 







^A 





Spents 

coiiHiitiom 
Z5to 







• Sr»B toe avfTpxt mVi 2*fiin 

pnmmMfrr 

• Worts wfr if*r^Of Athuj compafti 

• &n^«T iff s^ftNtf ra teftfp 
« CnWf laysfMtT ioTTmre /or 

• Aula $el !Kil-!y 

• Bisck fiDbon 

• Co!o\/> kit snoe'M 
inclading 
connif 'if/ttot 






r 



^^ WT 



£149 



MntimwisMi 




STUDIO PRO II 

PRINTER GOHTROLLER 

* Pmttueturts 

!*> hft^ nwrnpry 




mC VAT Assflno 



SIUCA STOCK A FULL RANGE OF PRINTERS, ORfVES 4 ACCESSORIES - CALL FOR DETAILS 



HP & CD-ROM DRIVES. MICE & J'STICKS 



CD-ROM, HARD DRIVES & MODEMS^ MICE & J'STICKS 



SeagaieST92J0AG2l0ift 
• GVP Software 



CI WOO 



Ov«Om< DC MD MOmd £249.00 



i?ao w t ►•fl . 



■uja 



Logic 3 Speed Mouse £1 1 .95 



Seagate ST9Z30OAG 262ta> 

• GVPSoftware ei49.00 



0«wOm«l3CHDl.2a» C349.D0 



OverOnve Double Speed £179.00 

una [Hy Cr>' W^vi HlP mo 

OverOnve Qua«i Speed £249.00 

v4pipyCC»'»'F-« HAn35^ 

SEE 't"URf ON PAGE 7 



OVERDRIVE HO 
(IDE) • 560Mb 

FOn THE AMIGA 1200 

unit tast eiotrTni laiO tItsK Plugs 
ima PCMCIA iior- 

HtttfUCV iS rwKP tiv 

CsnDfuUKS 

Mtiffsiae 

intrniil 

• e^lantUDlrvaaaitorAtSJO 
fevutflVill 

»mam 

EWinffnufNO 



«CliCu« 



Zoom 14.4XE Far Modvn £1 1 6.33 

Ctwpuuft* — — aw 'KPwta 



Ouickshot Apache 0S131 tt,» 
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BASED 
POWER 

CONSOLE 



MORE THAN JUST A 
GAMES CONSOLE 

Cmeal Zone includes The powerful 32-011 CD 
^ames console w\h buiK-m dual speed CD- 
ROM Cnve. an 11 Dutton conUotler and 7 top 
CO -ROM games Optional upgrades include 
keyboard and disk dnve (aJiowmg use ol 1200 
software} and an MPEG video playback card 
allowing video CDs to be played on the CD'' 

• 32-Bit processing power 

• Dual speed CD-ROM drive 

• 16.8 miHion colours 

• Piays audio & CD-fgraphics CDs 

• 11 button controtier 

• Titles avaiiabte from £9.99 

• Optional full screen video 
CD module - ccao^x *fr« 
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"To go from Bosnia to One Foot in the Grave, to be treated as having a 
two minute attention span, to be assumed to need more and more 
stimulation by increasingiy startling presentations is to tiave everything 
reduced to the same tevef of significance or insignificance, " said the 
former Archbishop of York. 

He went on "To have aimost limitless power to catt up any image, to 
convey and receive information without any restraints, to create, as it 
were, one's own world, couid reinforce the dangerous perception that 
life has no purpose beyond sett gratification^ " 

The Archbishop 's first comment has a very incisive edge. He is right 
in saying we are giving ourselves an immense probiem with reality itself 
If we place, in the powerfully convincing medium of television, so dose 
together that they are on he same plane of consciousness and believabiiity. 
ugly, sometimes terrible events juxtaposed with frivolity and escapism. 

TV does reduce vastly differing occurrences to the same level of 
significance. They appear on the same screen in the same time frame. 
often with the same production values. What happens to our ability to 
judge the significance of real tragedy when it Is placed with, even 
interrupted by, sales messages and surrounded by entertainment? 

In the whole of human history, our race has not been faced with a 
brainwashing medium so powerful as TV. Worryingly not only is it so 
tmMwable a medium, but it also fits diversion and enjoymtnt into the 
same format as terror and death, daily. Is it surprising that the USA, for 
example, is such a violence soaked society when tfmagegroups that are 
least equipped to distinguish reality from fantasy, children and 
adolescents, are provided with a diet of undifferentiated TV in which the 
real violence and horror of Viet Nam and Bosnia are easily confused with 
the fictional baddies of NYPD and the Silence of the Lambs ? 

Seemingly children in the USA see several thousand killings on TV 
before thoy reach school leaving age. And they are supposed to be able 
to separate factual deaths from fictional ones... 

As for the Archbishop's second point about creating one's own 
world. Perhaps in a world as ours, in which such confusion and ugliness 
seem the order of the day, it unsurprising that many take refuge in 
another world of their own making. 

But doesn t his comment suggest that he fears that such power not 
only reduces the distance in capability tyetween the human being and the 
traditional. worid'Creating God. in which the Archbishop believes, but 
also that religion, at least in Ito West, can t offer a sense that there is any 
reason for living other than hedonisticalty to "enjoy" life. 

The ability of technology to enable the creation of "self-gratifying" 
worlds is not a crime of technology, but a result of a society in which 
commercialised values have enforced a confusion of what is of 
significance and what is for gratification, what is real and what is unreal. 

Don't blame the engine. Archbishop, blame the greed and stupidity 
of the society that creates it. and of the people who drive it. 

And. as doubtless the Archbishop used to say on Sunday mornings, 
so endeth the lesson. 



Just the Trick 



Canadian company AmiTrix ha'^e 
announced a hardware and soft- 
ware networkfng solutjon for all 
Amigas, The AmiLinh hardware ena- 
bles the networking of up to 20 Arrngas 
via their floppy ports. This leaves !he 
other ports tree^ and allows for high 
Speed data transmission. Pfus up lo 
three external floppy drives can slill 
be connected per machine. 

Apart from the software that sup- 
ports AmiLink. AmiTrix have also ne- 
gotiated the rights to bundle Envoy - 
the official Amiga networking soft- 



ware -with their kits. The starter outfit 
consists oT two network modules, 
AmigaLink and Envoy, cables and 
connectors. 

The price (or this lot is currently 
set at S299, some e200 Additional 
units vary belween S135 and S179 
depending on which software is sup- 
plied. 

Contact: AmiTrix Development, 
5312 ' 47 Street. Beaumont, 
Alberta T4X 1H9, Canada. 
Tel/Fax. 001 403 9298459. 
Email, sales (&' amithx.com 



Amiga Club 
International 



Where have all the Amiga users 
gone? According to the Amiga 
Club, most of their members are now 
abroad which has prompted Roy Byrne 
to change the name of ihe cfub he 
runs to "Amiga Club International". 
(Now there's something familiarabout 
that name, don't you think?) 

The Amiga Club has been in 
existence for six years, supplying 
members with a disk of the month and 
the chance to purchase PD/Shareware 
for 40p if they supply the disks, Amiga 
Club International is a member of The 
Amiga International User Groups 



Association, 

The cost of membership is El for 
the first year with subsequent years at 
E5. Curiously no price is mentioned 
(or overseas members, for whom the 
club has changed their name, although 
they say that anyone joining the club 
in response to this ^U/news (tern may 
join tor £7 it they send in a photocopy 
of this article. 

Contact: Amiga Club 
International. 190 Failoden Way, 
Hempstead Garden Suburb, 
London NW11 6JE 
Tet.Oiei 455 1626. 



Clubbing it in Greece 



The Amiga Club Iniernational may 
be interested lo know it has a rival 
which has just been set up in Greece. 
Called creaiively'Greek Amiga Club-H 
it is the first Amiga computerdubto be 
officially recognized "by the law in the 
country of Greece" according to 
Stephanos SiopouloSn the club's Sec- 
retary General, 

The club is committed lo support- 
ing both users and distnbutors to 
promote the Amiga in "several pro- 
fessional appfications fields". They 
are appealing for donations lo the 
clubn on behalf of the individual us- 
ers, from foreign user associations. 



hardware and^ especially, software 
developers. They are wiUmg lo help 
developers translate their software 
into Greek to overcome problems 
caused by the Greek alphabet, as 
finding and purchasing original Amiga 
software in Greece is. they say, rather 
difficult. 

Contact: Stephanos Siopoutos. 
52 Silivrias Str.. N. Smyrni 171 23, 
Athens, Greece. 
TeL 0030 19349963. E-mail. 
konem@prometheus.hot.gr (attn: 
Greek Amiga Club) or 
anaconda @ athena.compulink.gr 
(attn. Greek Amiga Club). 



HP Targets 
Desktop Market 

Hewlett-Packard has announced its first line of disk drives designed 
specifically for Ihe desktop computer market. Available in 1Gb and 
1 ,6Gb capacities with industry-standard Enhanced IDE interlaces, the new 
products feature HP "SureStore oul-of-box compatibility with all popular 
operating systems," Oh, really? 

The HP SureStore Disk 1080A (1Gb) and HP SureStore Disk 1600A 
(T6Gb) are backed by HP's "SureStore brand benefits, such as Express 
Exchange" which, they say, assures drive replacement within 24 hours to 
users, HP also offers direct, end user phone access lo trained HP techni- 
cians. 

The new E-IDE hard drives extend HP's existing line of 1Gb. 2Gb and 
4Gb SCSI interface drives thai target servers, workstations and high-end 
desktop PCs. HP expects the iGb and l.6Gb models to be popular in 
situations where VARs (Value Added Resellers) are specifying or configuring 
desktop systems and PC upgrades. 

Contact: Hewlett-Packard Ltd., Cain Road. Bracknell, Berkshire 
RG12 1HN. Tel. 01344 $69222 
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Compaq 

Top for 
Servers 

According lo IDC research, 
Compaq now has 41% of the PC 
server market largely because Ihey 
are running Windows NT, offering 
twice the performance of Unix sys- 
tems. The most popular machine be- 
ing a Compaq Proliant 4500 with four 
133MHz Pentium processors, each 
wflh two megabytes of Level 2 cache 
RAM. Compaq is now working on clus- 
lering technology to allow NT servers 
lo be linked to do minicomputer and 
maintrame-sne tasks. 



Net Increase 

According to the New York Times, 
adults are spending asmuch time 
suKing the Net each week as Ihey are 
watching rented videos. The tifsl sur- 
vey of the Information Highway has 
shown that 1 0,8 per cent of the popu- 
lation have used the Net, which is 
more than anticipated by many 'ex- 
perts'. However the survey also 
showed that the majority of users tap 
into the Net from the office rather than 
from home, although presumably the 
same can't be said for videos! 

But what it also means is that 
users aren't having lo pay for the 
phone bills resulting from their going 
onto the Net It's always cheaper and 
a very attractive option when some- 
one else is paying. 





AcomputeruserinPennsyfvanraishavingagoatsuingCorelformegamillions. 
Why'' Because versions 4 and 5 of Corel Draw "were not properly tested. 
were released in defective condmon. were unmerchantable and unabJe to pass 
as suitable in me trade, and lailed to properly ioad or execute". Nothing serious 
then! 

Nothing new there then, so why shou)dthe poor old Corel user besurprised? 
Most software comes out In that problematic stale. You can't really imagine, say 
car or washing machine manufacturers letting theirproducts out in that slate; or 
Marks and Spencers selling bras or knickers that fall to pieces when touched - 
though that might not be such an unpleasant idea. 

Is itthat people - and especially software companies - do not actually believe 
that computing is a pari of the real world where such things have the same 
standards? 




Yvti cMnI est or VfM 

Sunny line is serving up the Mouse 
Burger, a mouse shaped like a 
cheeseburger. The Mouse Burger 
costs £27 and comes with tts own 
driver, which has double click 
shortcuts and adjustable cursor 
speed. The product^s launch comes 
along with those olh er can't -live -with - 



WMf Wis Bin Mjk^ 

out computing accessohes: the Lion 
King mouse mat, and the Trojan Light 
Pen. 

The Trojan Light Pen*^ Thai used 
lo one of the less demanded add-ons 
for the C64 back in the mid-Eighties! 
What is this - Back to the Future with 
the Mouseburger and Company? 



Multimedia 
Monitor 




ViewSonic have launched a niuiiiinedia monitor with built in hr-ti stereo 
speakers. The 17GA IS the firsllo feature the Viewsonic'sneWPerlectSound" 
system and has been designed Ihey say< to make the most of multimedia 
applications at the olfice, tn education or for entertainment. 

The new monitor has twin dome speakers, "with mjcrohole speaker grills, 
built into the bezels at each side of side of the screen". Thrs, claim ViewSonic, 
"unsurpassed stereo sound quality." 

There IS a built-in microphone, external microphone port, and headphone 
jack. The t7GA is backed by ViewSonic's three year warranty, 
Contsct: Vfewsonlc. Airport House. Parley Way. Croydon. CRO OXZ 
Tel 0181 761 1856. 




# 



"We have hundreds of employees who get up every morning with just 
one thing on their minds: finding ways to improve the Internet^ therBhy 
winning tor Microsoft a larger share of the marltet for Interrjettyrowscrs. 
People ask. Will the Internet be the thing that kills you?' I say with 
tongue in cheek. No. It's all the other things that will kill us. because 
we're so distracted by the Internet'. 

Bill Gates (who etsef) Boss of f^icrosoft. 

It is. of course, Microsoft that is being said tobettie big loser if PCs 
are replaced by cheap set top boxes that don't aeed its Windows 
software. No wonder hundreds of employees have the Internet on their 
minds. Their jobs may depend an Microsoft coming up with something 
that eliminates the threat the Internet poses Bill Gates' company. 



Windows on 

the Shelf 



The hype surrounding the release 
ofW/indows95meantthat 7 million 
copies sold H covering the launch costs 
and helpingto raise profits foiMicrosofl 
by 58% lo $499m - £300 million ■ for 



thequarler. However ilseems that the 
maiority of copies of Win95 that were 
sold went to PC manufacturers and 
were pre -installed on PCs. 'Oni/ 3 
milHon stand alone copies sold ... 
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Astrion Carries 

the Torch 



Aslrion, distributors of CD-ROM 
products in the UK for The Dis- 
covery Channel and Voyager, are now 
developing products themselves. The 
Olympic Games, priced £39.99, ts 
whal they claim to be the first oTficial 
licenced history of the Olympic Games 
to be produced on CD-ROM. Sports 
and history fanscan access 1 00 years 
of Ihe Olympic Games information 



from Athens 1896 to Barcelona in 
1 992. "As well as audio-visual footage 
of the most memorable moments, 
there will be statistical records and 
biographies of medal winners." AV 
footage from 1 896? That must be very 
early pnzewinning stuff indeed! 
Contact: Astrion Pic, 
142 Great North Way, Hendon. 
London NW41 EG TBt. 01 81 2020011 



i:uci7 


!»l»1f4-^ 




mvex 


1 A#rth debts mounting up over 


weather modelling. HP currently 


VV the laBt two years. Convex 


holds a 5% equity stake in Con- 


Computer has been acquired by 


vex, 


HP in a takeover worth £100 mii- 


Convex will become a wholly- 


lion. Convex uses Hewlett Packard 


owned subsidiary of HP and will 


technology in their super-comput- 


be integrated into HP's computer 


ers for scientific and engineering 


systems group to become the 


applications, like oil exploration, 


high-end of the company's com- 


automotive crash simulation, and 


puter product line. 





A survey of over 1.100 children 
has revealed that The Sun news- 
paper is more popular with seven to 
fjfleen year old boys than any other 
publication, including sport, comics, 
and computer games magazines. 

The 1995 Business Development 
Parlnershfp's Schools Survey also 
throws into dispute the popular theory 
that children are turning away from 



television to computer generated en- 
tedainment. with an average of 41% 
of girls and 34% of boys watching 3 - 
4 hours of television each weekday. 
With all that TV and The Sun to 
read, do they have time to play games? 
Wel^ The Sun readers do. you'd have 
to be illiterate to take more than six 
minutes to read the whole ten-words- 
a -sentence daily comic. 




Eat Your Heart Out I 



A US Government report has 
shown that the Food and Drug 
Adminrstration has spent more than 
S13 mflJion on a flawed computer 
program that could allow tainted 
ioods ar>d medicirws into tf>e US, 

The program was supposed to 
modernise the agency'souldaled sys- 



t^n of randomly inspecting mora tfian 
SiObrllion worth of irTftorted food and 
medical supplies every year Theiob 
was previously carried out by hand 
and for the time being wtll revert to 
that tried and tested method. 

Sorry. We don't know if you 
should eat that, the computerBdown. 



ikini Net 




According to some US experts, 
"Women watchers are very well 
served on the Net with choices rang- 
ing from the Baywatch Web Site to 
the 75lh Miss Amenca with its 50 
contestants," For a varied diet though 
they are advised to try Hooters. 
home of the world famous bikini 



clad waitresses' which started with 
one branch 11 years ago and now 
has 150, 

Now could it be that they don't 
mean '\kfomen watchers' tjul watcti- 
ers of women, who are more likely to 
tum out to tw men? Funny language, 
English. 



Alcatel's satellite deal 



Alcatel Atslhom. the French 
lelecoms, transport and engi- 
neering group has been awarded a 
contract for about £400 million to con- 
struct three satellites which will be 
used to create a digital radio network 
for the Third World. 

Wori< will shortly begin for Worid 
Space, a privately owned US-based 
company which aims to be the first 
large-scale provider of digital radio 



services by satellite. 

The system is expected to be a 
cost effective replacement for many 
broadcasters in the developing 
wortd which have difficulties reach- 
ir^g even thSTr own national popula- 
tion using shortwave and Ffvt trans- 
missions. 

The BBC is also experimenting 
with digital radio broadcasts which 
produce a higher quality sound. 



The Net on the 
Ocean Wave 



Swedish Skjpper, Dennis Oren, set 
out from Falmouth on 22nd Octo- 
ber to undertake a single handed* 
non-stop, voyage round the worid in 
an 86 year old wooden Bailie Trader 
called the Vega of Bergkvara, 

The boat is being sponsored by 
the Swedish Children's charity 
Globetree Foundation in support of 
the UN's 50th bfrthday. Globetree or- 
ganised the financing of the project as 
pan of theif Blue Wave initiative. The 
Blue Wave project aims to engage 
children in practical, environmental 
studies across the wortd. 

A consortium o' high technology 
companies compnsmg Digital. Sony, 
Upnet and Swedish Inmarsat provider, 
Telia Mobitel, have banded together 
to install a state of the art communica- 
tions system designed to link lo the 
Internet. The consortium has imple- 
mented a system linked via the 
Inmarsat satellite to enable children to 
follow the voyage round the world and 
to provide a worldwide forum for chil- 
dren lo woh< together using electronic 
mail and the World Wide Web. 

On board the Vega there is a 
HiNote Ultra, a lightweight laptop PC 
from Digital with specialised peripher- 
als to enable the multimedia capabili- 
ties, cameras, and microphones posi- 



tioned by Sony, These are linked via a 
Cisco router to the Inmarsat Satellite 
system, which supplies the informa- 
tion to the Web site on a Digital Aipha 
Internet Server 1000, connected to 
Taide. the Upnet Internet sen/ice pro- 
vWer, based in Stockholm. The Web 
site IS accessible wortdwide. 

"To our knowledge, this is the first 
time that a real-time Internet link has 
beencreatedonasailingboat. Informa- 
tkxi collected by the Vega will automati- 
cally be updated on the Web site. The 
Internet is a mass communications 
medium designed for everyone and of- 
fers endless possibilities for people at 
sea for periods of lime", sati Peter 
Szmulik. Internet Business manager for 
Digital Equipment in Northern Europe. 

The system's multimedia capa- 
bilities allow yachtsmen to send not 
just text and graphics, but also real- 
time sound clips and pictures. For 
example, documents could be edited 
and sent lo the office, or pictures and 
sound clips from on deck sent to the 
family at home- 

The cost of installing a basic mul- 
timedia Internet system on a boat 
typically starts at around E5.000. 

To follow the electronic log of the 
Vega's progress, contact internet ad- 
dress: httpi/Zwwis, upnet.se/bluewave. 



Am St r ad back 

in the black 

Ex-retail giant Amstrad. is back in the black, unveiling a E3.06m profit after 
three years of losses. Profit contributions from PC computer manufacturer 
Viglen. acquired last year, helped offset continuing losses in traditional consumer 
electronics. 

And not too »ong ago, Spurs Cha»mian and Amslrad Boss Alan Sugar, was 
trying to persuade the company'sshareholders that they had no chance olmaking 
any mof>ey out of the company. So the best thing they could do was sell their 
shares back lo him, atavery reasonable price, for him, of course Ohyes. andlhat 
was to have included the iittle matter of £100 midion or so cash that was in the 
Amstrad kitty. Oddty. the shareholders didn't accept the offer. And now. surprise, 
surprise, Amstrad's making profits again. It just shows how even businessmen as 
brilliant as Alan Sugar can get ri wrong. Or do we mean get it right? 
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LG727 



^ALPHA-RAY 

• Pjslol -Grip handle 

• Three fire buttons 
LED indicator 
Six micfoswitches 
Suction cups tor extra 
stability 

Autofire facility 
£12.99 

]NC. VAT 





Bringing the best out of computing . 



4 ACTION PAD AM 

t Two fire-butlons 

• Eiaht-direction thumb 
control 

• Autofwe 

• Six foot connector 

C9,99 WC- VAT 



SPEEDMOUSE^ 

Switchable mouse for 

both the Amiga arx3 

Atan ST 

Feather 'louch bution 
control 
300dpi 

Smootfi and accurate • 

movement 
Conilortab^e to use • 

£14,99 




4 rOOTP£DAL 

# The lootpedai wofks ir\ 
con|uncDon wntfi a 
joystick. Any joystick 
function can be 
transterred to the i^dals 
to enhance al types Of 

drhwig. flying Of SOOrtS 

garr>es 

£19.99 

MC.VAT 



4 SCREENBEAT 3 



INC. VAT 




SB 203 



sPicrM 



speaker System 
Designe<j » be mounted 
on a compoter monitor 
For any computer with 
aucto output or PC 
music voice card^ like 
SourxJ Blaster. Ad Lib, 
Covoi... 
Buitt-in booster 
orcuitry and magnetic 
shielding 

AJso accepts output 
from a Walkman. 
Discman. CD player 

^^^ £16.99 

INC. VAT 




FW111 
FW123 



LOGIC 3 

FW 111 - Digital Freewheet for AmigaSTCWelc- 
FW 1 23 - Analog Freewtieel for Amiga 

Can you imagine Nige M^-s-^ jSir>g a joystick to control 

his car around a high-speed irack? Probably not. That's why 

we came up with the Freewheel. Just plug it into your 

computer joystick port and experience ihe reaT sensation of 

driving! 

e Siiitab^ for all types of dnving and flying games 

• Uses unique angle-sensitive switches 

# Extra-long connector cabie. 

e Does not need to be mounted or 
fixed to a surface £ig gg 

INC. VAT 




UNIT 27 NORTHFIELD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, BERESFORD AVENUE, WEMBLEY, MIDDLESEX HAO 1NW, ENGLAND 

TELEPHONE: 0181 900 0034 -FACSIMILE: 0181 903 6625 -HOTLINE 0181 902 2211 



Towering High 




Keeps ttiem prittte ind tonHdenti'iL 



Fellowes has been considering Jhe 
needs of CD-ROM usersand stor- 
age. They have produced a CD Tower 
as a practfcal solution for the storage 
and protection of up to 20 CD-ROMs, 
CDs. and CD Caddies, 

The dove grey Tower has been 
designed to suit any office or home 
and lo organise and store the disks 
behind the ttghlly tinled transparent 
lockable door for protection. This, they 
ctaim, W]ll ensure privacy and confi- 
dentialiiy. The Tower can be wall 
mounted or free standing. 

To support the launch of (he new 
Tower, Fellowes is offering a free CD 
Jewel Case with every product sold 
"up to March 31 si 1995". subject lo 
availability. AUf assumes this is not a 
catch, and that they mean 19961 
Contact: Fettowes Ltd, Doncaster 
Road, Kirk Sandali. Doncaster, 
South Yorkshire, DN3 1HT 
Tel. 01302 885331. 



Companies get together 



Gold Disk has learned up with 
Fujitsu ICL in a worldwide deal to 
bundle its multimedia presentation 
software. Astound for Windows, with 
the hardware manufacturer's ErgoPro 
PCs and ErgoLite noTebooks. 

Now why should ihat be of interest 
(o Amiga users? Because Ihe name 
Gold Disk might just be a shade famil- 
iar 10 readers of AUt. Were Gold Dish 
not the famed creators of many won- 
dnsus Amiga programs including none 
Other than the one and only Profes- 
sional Page? 

Once Canadian, but now Califor- 
nia-based. Gold Disk have taken their 
gtrttering talents away from the Amiga 
compietefy and are committed exclu- 



sively to The PC, No use shouting 
Shame! Though we might ail feel that 
way. It Escomgenuinely wanlto make 
a success ot the Amiga whal they 
should be doing is gelling companies 
like Gold Disk back jnio the Amiga 
market. How? Simply by paying them 
lo produce outstanding software for 
our beloved machine. The downfaU of 
the Amiga^ particularly as a serious 
machine began when Commodore 
didn't ante up lo gel the lop develop- 
ers to put out their software on the 
Amiga. That short-sighted policy con- 
demned ihe Amiga to be marginalised 
from the mainstream where the devel- 
opers naturally tended to go. just like 
the Jate, lamented Gold Disk. 



It could be you? 



Have any of yoyr numbers come up yet? II could be you 
who decMjes ^at a little help is needed to win the 
Lottery. The choice, fl seems, is yours. If birthdays and 
house numbers haven! brought you any luck should you 
invest in or>e of those dinky keyrings sold at petroi stations 
or a computer program specifically designed to help you 
choose those \ucky numbers? 

On the AUI cover disks we have included Lottery 
programs lo help you choose those mu Hi mil I ion pound 
numt>ers. And ■ see the Write to Reply this month - it has 
heiped some readers lo win cash. 

But there are comrT>erciai pTograms that dalm to help 
Lottery hopers lo trouser millions Can they do it? Ah. that's for 
you to decide rf you think the Big Rnger cs pointing your way. 

There is a program ^s available in traditional 5 1/4" formal 
prTce CI 2.99. orthere is a versKsnon CD-ROM priced E:14,99. 
Contact: Gem 01279 822822, 
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SUGHTLY LESS SAFE THAN 
JOINING THE MILE HIGH 
CLUB BAREBACK WITH A 

JUNKIE WHORE IN A PLANE 
FLYING OVER A WAR ZONE 
WITH THREE ENGINES ON 

HRE A PISSED UP PILOT 

AND CARLOS THE 




OiinMy? 

Advertisements for computer games are getting more and more desperate 
in their lone. Recently Virgin had to cover up a picture of France's President 
Chirac when he was included in a rogues gallery of dictators and other, similar, 
admirable characters in an ad for one of their games. 

Posters for the game had to have a quick visit from the paper and paste 
merchants and a big white space appeared where Chirac's face had been as a 
result of protests from the French, and others, who didn't think he was quite up 
lo Hitler level.lt was pointed out. by Virgin in Iheir defence, that Chirac has been 
somewhat negligent of world opinion in nuking innocent Pacifjc atolls and their 
pi scat on a I rnhabitants. 

However, the language in the fviorial Kombat ad illustrated here doesn^t 
seem in all thai good lasle either. Why does selling games, exploiting children. 
Of those who act like children, seem to bring out the worst in people? 




When we crested Doom we liked it. We knew it would pay the bills. But if you d 
totd me t'd t>e sitting here two years later talking about merchandising and 
bidding wars, t'd have asked you what you's been drinking'. 
Jay Witbur, CEO ID Software. 

Doom has sold 200.000 units and Is installed as shareware on an estimated 
15 mittion PCs. The Mac version, and UttimatBDoom. have now t}oth become 
chart toppers. Yes. you can make an awful lot of money if you rememtxr that 
famous phime "You'll never go broke underestimatingthBlevet of taste of the 
average consumer, especially the computer games player" 

tt is a famous phrase, isn 't it? tf it isn % perhaps it should be, 

"99% of the information clogging up cytterspace is drivel. " 
Nicholas Blincoe. Computer Retail News 

Mr. Blincoe has a point. As yet the amount of information on the 
Superinformation highway certainty has no purpose other than to enlarge the 
ego of those who put it on and/or waste the time of those who receive it 

But isn't that also true, if not in quite so dramatic proportions of the 
information to be found today in other media such as fjewspapers? It is said 
that in the western world. 60% or more of the population gets its information 
on current affairs from the TV. 

So newspapers have become more likety to create features' and "col- 
umns" than report news and many if not most of tfiese features and columns 
could well be classed as "drivel" too. 
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Printers 

Siar LC240 24-pin mono 1 1 3S,00 
SiyrSJI44lhermal £269,00 

Ciiizen ABS 24pii) col il.S.'i.fK) 
Cannon BJ30 £199.99 

HP Dcskji-i 600 £289.99 

Cannon BJ4000C £329.{)0 



Eklipse Mouse 

290 DPI 

Microswilchcd bullon.s 

ST/Amiga switchable 

Free mouse mat 

£7.99 

Fusion Genlock 

Phone for details 
£94.99 



AMIGA PACKS 

Amiga 1200 Magic 
Pack £399.99 

Amiga 1200 

Computer Combat 

Pack £349.99 

Repair Services 

Our scnice depaitmcnl can repair Amigas 
in minimum ume al compctehv? r>iies. All 
rcpiar> go through our ijuoiation scnice-, 
Wc Ihtfii Tcpon an o\acl cosi for repair. 
Turn arounJ is usually -1-5 working days 
hui <A ccan arrange same day sen ice i subject 
Lofauin 



Memory Upgrades 



Quolalion 
Min Repair Charge 
Courier Pickup 
Courii'r Rtium 
Saniv Dai Service 



£15 

£32-25 

£11 

£7 
£15 



A500 512K 

(Upgrades A500 lo 1Mb RAM) 

£12.99 

A500+ 1Mb 

(Upgrades A500+ to 2Mb RAM) 

£16.99 

A600 1Mb 

(Upgrades A600 lo 2Mb RAM) 

£24.99 
A 1200 4Mb 

(Upgrades A 1 200 io6Mb RAM) 

£179.99 

A 1 200 8Mb 

(Upgrades A 1 200 lo lOMb 
RAM) 

£299.99 



2x 1MB SIMM's 

Upgrades GVP HDS -t-U Hard 
Drive Ui 2Mb RAM, 

£44.99 



4x 1MB SIMM's 

Upgrades GVT HDS +11 Hard 
Drive lo 4Mb RAM. 

£89.98 



2x 4MB SIMM's 

Upgrades GVP HD8 +11 Hard 
Drive lo 8Mb RAM. 

£279.99 



l^dbfoke Compfmg Inicmationttl arc one 
of ihe longest established homo compuier 
dealers in ihe V.K. We h;ive an extensive 
customer service policy which involves 
icsuing of all h^u'dware proir lo despatch to 
ensure ihiit the go<xlh amve in working 
order. Offering free adviee and support 
over the phone and keeping cusiomcrs 
informed. Although our prices art not 
always the ehoapo^i we do endeavour lo 
offerconsisLenUygiMvli%er\' ice and backup. 

All prkes/speciriCiiiionsareeorreeiBt copy 
dale fW/3 l/'*S (whilst stock lustsj, and are 
subject lo change without proir nolicc. 




33 Orniskirk Road. Preston, 

Lancashire PRl 2QP 

TEL 01772 203166 / FAX 01772 561071 



How to pay 

YiJu can order by mail. Che<4ue/HoMal ordere 
made payable to l^drokc Computing. Or 
givc your credit card deiiul?i to one of our 
tclC!>dles ^laff. 



Delivery 



Postal Delivery is available on orders less 
ihjii £40 (Normally £? phone for details). 
For orders abiwo ihe value of £40 add £7 
for insured courier delivery. Saturday 
IX'livcry Llit. All the ahove price arc for 
mainland U.K. 

All prices include VAT 



Hard Drives scsi CD roms 



Monitor's 



Fax / Modems 



All DatapuUc h^ircJ drives Lomes 
as complete boxed exiemal units 
with a small fixiipnni. 2 SCSI 
ports, internal power supply. 
compuiihle add on units for GVP 
HDS + II or A60(J/A1200 via 
Squirel Interface. 

Datapulse Micra 

532Mb £230.00 

Datapulse Mica 

1Gb £470.00 

Squirt! SCSI Interface 
A600/1200 £64.99 

SCSI I Cable £14.99 

Allows connection to VGP HDS + 
n for A500(+) 

Floppy Disk Drives 

Amitek Kxlernal Drive £55.U0 
A500 inttrnal Drive £3^.00 

A600/!200Inli'rnal £49.00 



Sony exiemal CDROM with 
internal power suppK and audio 
outputs. 

Quad Spoed SCSI 
CDROM £260 

Squirel SCSI Inlerface 
A600/1200 £64.99 

SCSI I Cable £14.99 

Allows conneclicm to GVP HDS 
+ lIforA50(K+) 



A mplified 
Speakers 

Soundwave 10 
(80 Watts) £59.99 

Soundwave 20 

(25 Watts) £25.85 

Soundwave 240 
(120 Watts) £49.99 




Amiga M1438S 
Multisync £299.99 

14", 0.28 dot pilch ultisync 
monitor with built in speakers. 
compatible with A50n/600/ 
1200. 



OEM 17" SVGA 
Monitor £454.73 

.28 dot pitch. Non-Interlaced, 
MPR2 




Break inio the communications 
revolution wiih the Communjcaior 
high speed range of modems. Log 
on to commercial bulletin board 
services, coniaci hardware venJors 
BBSs for online support or surf 
the Iniemet. 



14,4UU Baud External 
Fax / Modem £99.99 

Fully BT Approved^ includes ^tll 
cables and 5 year warranty. 



28,800 Baud External 
Fax /Modem £179.99 

Fully BT Approved, includes all 
cables and I year warranty. 



HE 41/1 News File 



Amiga 




The first POWER AMIGA should 
be available at the beginning 1 997 
and will feature the Power PC 604 
RISC CPU- Further models will be 
available later in the entry-level, as 
well as in Ihe mid-raoge, say Amiga 
Technologies. 

They claim the Power Amigas wilJ 
be backwards compaiitjie with current 
models and will also feature a new 
and more powerful chipset. 

"Our pre-emptive multitasking 
Operating System AmigaOS will be 
ported to the Power PC platform first. 
Our goal IS to make our OS hardware 
Independent to allow further pons on 
other platforms", said Petro 
Tyschtschenko, Chief Operating 
Officer, Amiga Technologies 

He added "We have a clear 
business plan: We do things con- 
sequently, step by step. First, we 



ramped up the production and set up 
an organisation to handle the Amiga 
market and satisfy the demand. Now 
that we have achieved th^s suc- 
cessfully, we focus on research a 
development to bring new and belter 
products on the market. One of (he 
mistakes the former Commodore 
made was to do too many things at a 
time, too many promises and therefore 
los*ng focus on important aspects of 
its business. We have learned from 
these mistakes and won't repeat them. 
Commitments and promises are nice 
but facts are belter" 

The developments will also focus on 
including more features in the AmigaOS, 
espeaafly reganing network abilities and 
memory managerrent. 

The deveiopmeni of the native 
RISC AmigaOS will be made at Amiga 
Technologies, An RSD department is 




currently being set up in Bensheim. 
Germany, with sufficient engineers lo 
meet the announced schedules. 
Former well known Commodore 
technical staff as well as new 
engineers wif] probably join the team 
in Bensheim this year. 

This deveiopmeni project wjil also 
be involving a dozen companies in 
close partnership with Amiga 
Technologies GmbH. 

More possible news for att Amiga 
users^ The Power PC technology will 
not only be available lor new Power 
Amigas. Due to a close co-operaiion 
between Amiga Technologies and 
Phase V. the German turbo board 
manufacturer, a full rarige of Power 
PC boards w^H also be available lor 
tbeA1200,A3000andA4000 Amigas, 

This, say AT, will allow a general 
migration of the Amiga platform 



towardsPower PC in a short time, also 
for current models. 

The first Power PC boards for 
current Amigas should be available 
before end of 1996. 

Amiga Technologies say they will 
be flexible in licensing the RISC 
Operating System as before so that a 
global solution wtii be available for all 
above mentioned Amiga computers. 

The 68060 board for the Amiga 
4000 T should be available during the 
firslquarterof 1996 and should provide 
the power needed by applications like 
3D rendering softwaren compilers and 
high-end graphics software. 

During 1 996, new68000 based entry- 
level rrxxtels will be available. These 
Amfgas will be based on the A1 200, but, 
say Amiga Techr>olog«s, with faster 
processors, more memory expansion 
capacity and CD ROfvl expansion. 



Packard Bell v. Compaq 



A bitter dispute between Packard 
Bell and Compaq is reaching the 
courts in America. Packard Bell is 
claiming unfair competition, defama- 
tion, and violalion - yes that's all. ft is 
making ihe claim under the Federal 
Lanham Act which makes false ad- 
vertising illegal. 

Packard Bell accuse Compaq of 
running a campaign against them and 
"purposely misleading the public in com- 



paring the practk:e of the two compa- 
nies". Allegedly ■ you can understand 
why we are being vety careful here 
because we don't want to end up in 
Court! - Compaq have suggested I hat 
Packard Bell has been using "second 
harvf parls in machines they sell as 
new. Packard Bell is seeking punitive 
damages, reimbursement for loss of 
income, and a court order compelJing 
Compaq to run corrective advertising. 



Bored by softivare! 

According to a report by the r4ikkei Weekly. Japanese teenagers are 
favouring traditional boardgames, such as fvlonopoly. rather than the latest 
interactive software. Other popular games the youngsters have developed a 
yen for are The Game of Lrfe' and "The Dealer' which "hold their appeal as they 
are based on reality rather than fantasy." Oh really? 

Then who has been buying the dairned sale of over 1 million Sega Saturns 
in Japan and who is apparently buying up all the PlayStations thai Sony can 
produce for Japan? The Anii-Monopoly Party? 



Now you know 
what it's for 

Can t1 be that there are slill some 
people around who are largely 
ignorant about the value of everyday 
PCs? Apparently so as Durham Uni- 
versity Business School has published 
a free booklet 'How on Earth can a 
Computer Help my Business?' 

The guide uses 21 case studies lo 
show how companies negotiated the 
problems of implementing new sys- 
tems and then reaped the benefits. For 
example, one bookshop located in 
Galway started to advertise on the 
Internet giving adetailedcatalogueof 
books »n slock- 

The txxiklet, however emphasises 
that a business needs to sorl out its 
paper based management systems 
before installing a computer. Or even 
get its management properiy trained. 
Contact: Durham University 
Business School 
Tel. 0191 374 3384, 



New Amiga Books 

After a period of some tnactivity 
Bookmark Publishing, a sisler 
company to Hi-Soft, have obtained 
the sen/ices of Jeff Walker, the editor 
of Jus! Amiga Monthly (JAM). He has 
now become edttor-in-chief at Book- 
mark and wili supen/ise the produc- 
tion of quality Amiga-related books 
that give practical advicOn by some 
good - though not necessarily well- 
known - authors. 

The first book due out is by AUfs 
very own Paul Overaa^ and is lo be 
called "Making the most of fvlidi". Jeff 
Walker told 4U/ that "It would make 
an ideal Chnsimas present" JAM wtU 
continue to be published, but from the 
Bookmark address. 
Contact: 

Bookmark Publishing. The Otd 
Schooi. 
Green fietd. 
Bedford. MK45 5DE 
Tet. 01525 713671 



Amiga QDrive 

Amiga Technologfes have told AUi that they are bringing out the O Drive, a 
CD-ROM drive for the Amiga 1 200 and 600 Plugging in via the PCfvlClA 
port, the multi-session quad speed drive is to be launched at a price of £229 
including VAT. 

The drive has been designed to play, using specially supplied software, 
audio CDs. PhotoCDs. and CD32 tities, as well as allowing access to ISO9660 
format data discs. The HiFi quality stereo sound from the drive can be mixed 
in with the Amiga generated sound output, and then fed to a separate speaker 
system. This arrangement is somewhat similar lo that on the old A570 dnve 
thai was made for the A500+. 



Return to Go 

The afore mentioned Japanese teenagers - see "Bored by Software!" item 
on this page - may be interested lo know that they will now be able to lest 
Monopoly with players all over the worid. thanks lo a CD-ROM with Internet 
facilities being put out by the world's largest toy company. Hasbro, 

Monopoly is 60 years old and is apparently the world's most popular board 
game. Now up lo six players can lake part etlher around one PC or over the 
Intemetor local area network, so a US player could sell Boardwalk lo a UK player 
who would receive theequivalent property, Mayfair. the property we all love. The 
program also takes care of currency conversion, dollars to pounds etc. (Wiih so 
many prices needing conversion, perhaps we should gel it for these pages too!) 

The CD-ROM version lealures 3D animated counters and a master of 
ceremonies to roll the dice. Players can view properties before they buy. (What 
no more Utile green and red blocks? Shamel) 
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CD-Write 
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Gamers' Delight II 
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The Light Works 
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All products are available in your local Amigo-shop 
or through notional mail-order-companies 

International Distributor: 
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GTI 

Grenvifle Trading Infernotlonol GmbH 

Zimmersmuhlenweg 73 

61440 Oberi^rsel ■ Germony 

Tel +49-61 71 85937 

Fax +49-6171 8302 



AUI Test Drive 
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David Ward harvests AUVs crop of 

CDs and finds out that this month's 

tractorful is not all coming up roses. 




ia 



Don't lake any notice o1 the back 
insert on this CD. It may be upside 
down, it may tell you that the disc 
only works with AGA Amigas and 
then with ANY Amiga running WB2, 
and It can't seem to make it mind 
up as to whether it has been pro- 
duced by SAdENESS or SAd- 
NENESS PD. What is of interest 
are the contents. 

On the disc we find animations, 
demos - both by coding groups and 
commercial concerns, games, pic- 
tures, and utilities. All have been 
selected to show off the capabili- 
ties of an AGA machine equipped 
with a CD-ROM drive. 

In addition to the above there 
is a section lor diskmags and 
slideshows. NFA's own quality 
mags are to be found here along 
wUh their efforts at picture reels. 



Onty one "Bodyshop' title for young 
boys - Big Girls, Ten pictures of 
beautiful women of average size. 

The main idea was to have as 
much as possible 7eady-to-run' 
straight from the CD. Unfortunately 
many of the Demos and Diskmags 
require booting from floppy, so that 
they have !o be uncompressed to 
dfO: using DfylS. 

Apart from the problem with the 
back cover insert, I only found one 
other.,, is there no other colloquial 
word for mistake that programmers 
need to use that does not refer 
to some mde part of the body? 
Anyway if you want to run the CD 
from a CD32 then you need the fol- 
lowing - Weird Science's Network 2 
CD (see below). 

Once this system is set-up you 
can operate the disc remotely from 
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your main Amiga - in my case a 
soupeb-up A500+. This is neces- 
sary because if you double-click 
the 'Click Me' icon on AGA Exper- 
ience, you will get the message 
"Cannot find your tool IconX", 

This minor error can be over- 
come wrth some judicious copying 
to and Iro and editing of the offend- 
ing file and its icon. 
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Price; £19.95 

PuMsher SAdENESS PD 

Formats: AGA Amiga 




I COM say 'See last month's AUI 
for the review', but that wouldn't be 
right or fair, even though much of 
what was said in December's issue 
could equally refer to the new disc 
8 as it did to disc 7. These CDs are 
the best. 

As usual each disc has a partic- 
ular leaning and Ammel 8 has been 
graced with jusi under half a gig of 
music modules- Two thousand of 
a very high quality" according to 
the compilers. 

No doubt disc 9 will already 
be out by the time you read this 



review. Take my word for i1, no mat- 
ter what's on the disc, the Ami- 
net series is worth having. Buy \l 
Regardless. 




Rating 94% 
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CD has now become a standard 
medium in the PC and Mac world 
tor delrvehng mult I- mega byte soft- 
ware. Ptioloshop. lor instance, 
comes on a CD-ROM Trom which 
you then install to hard disk. 

Amiga CDs have been some- 
what difterent. until now. Previous 
discs have mainly been reposito- 
ries for shareware data. Bucket 
loads of public domain, shovel- 
ware, and such like, with oniy a 
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handful of programs running direct- 
ly from the disc. 

Now this is to change, and one 
of the first 'single program, runable 
direct from CD' pieces of software 
has been released by Schatzruhe. 

TurboCalc is a professional 
quality spreadsheet program thaT 
has been around for quite some 
time now on floppy. The decision to 
launch it on (from) CD came unex- 



pectedly. How can a piece of soft- 
ware that once occupied a floppy 
disk now take up over 600Mb? It 
doesn't. 

Part of the answer lies in the 
fact that no printed manual is sup- 
plied. Information on how to use 
the spreadsheet is stored on the 
disc as illustrated AmigaGuide doc- 
uments, o( just over 1Mb each, for 
both Workbench 2.x and 3.x oper- 
ating systems. 

The version 2.1 software takes 
up slightly over haff a meg, while 
the demo for the new version 3.5 is 
again about 1Mb. Add them all 
together and you get just under 4 
megs total. Now add to that the 
size of the German version. Throw 
in localized cop<es for France and 
Ita/y. but without manuals, and you 
end up wth a CD with only 8.9Mb 
on iL 
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But you have to admit that it is 
the best way to distribute it. No 
need to have different manuals 
printed for each country, or floppies 
duplicated. Just press one, cheap. 
CD, Simple. 

The insert t>ooklet tells you that 
you can obtain the upgrade version 
of TurboCalc, with printed manual, 
for the reduced price of S52 by 
sending off the special form. Is it 
worth it? 

Now some of you may never 
have heard of TurboCalc, so I think 
I had better enlighten you. 

TurboCalc started off in life as a 
shareware program. Schatzruhe 
started out as a PD library, then 
became a budget software compa- 
ny, and then took on TurboCalc 
when Michael Fnederich, Turbo 
Calc's author, wanted to make 
some money from h»s prodigy. 

Today Turt>oCalc is Germany's 
best selling Amiga spreadsheet, 
and Schatznjhe are one of the 
leadrng Amiga software suppliers. 
Perhaps they used TurboCalc to 
improve their business. 

Anyway, spreadsheets are very 
powerful programs.,- in the right 
hands. Apart from being able to 
total columns and rows of figures, 
perform complex maths on data, 
generate graphs and charts, they 
can also be used as databases. 

There is very powerful ARexx 
support and a macro scripting lan- 
guage within TurboCalc. It also 
supports 3D spreadsheets. Okay, 
you are puzzled by that one. Say 
you run a company. Each month 
you have sales figures, profit. 



losses, staff costs, and so on. All 
this data is entered into a spr- 
eadsheet. You may even do this 
weekly. 

When several sheets have 
been compteted, they can be lin- 
ked so that you have rows, 
columns, and time. Now do you 




see what I'm getting at. Therefore 
you can ask TurtwCalc to do a 
forecast for you, using those fig- 
ures, and find the hidden trends. 

Tempted'^ V^ith everything be- 
ing on the one CD, manuals, help 
files, tutorials, and examples, it obv- 
iously makes life that little bit easi- 
er than struggling with a handful of 
floppies. 




Rating 91% 
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If you want to get your Amiga to 
communicate with the outside 
world, then Network 2 is the disc 
for you, Parnet, Sernet, Twin 
Express, Ncomm, they're all here. 
But the main feature of Network Is 
Ks ability to turn your CD32 into a 
useful addition to your Amiga, 
rather that a grey box for playing 
games on. 

The long awaited Commodore 
A1200 with a built-in CD-ROM 
drive has always existed. It's just 
that the CD32 was limited by not 
having a sensible array of ports - 
parallel, SCSI, keyboard, or stan- 
dard serial. Luckily, n does have 
some sort of serial port and this is 
where Network comes into its own 
in conjunction with the appropnate 
cable. 



Network is also supplied with a 
special boot floppy. Hard disk 
users can instaH the software on it. 
while those without will not. It's 
about time you bought one. 

Once inserted into the CD32, 
Network boots to a Workbench 
screen and then polls the serial 
port. You can see it doing this as 




the power light intermittently fades. 
Click on the floppy's Remote- 
_Sender icon and you are present- 
ed with a range of options. For 
Sernet there are four preset 
speeds - 

The faster your Amiga normally 
runs, the higher the transfer speed 
you can safely use. I found that 
72.000 was stable on my 28MHz 
machine. Once this has been done 
the two machines automatically 
configure themselves for communi- 
cation. The only user intervention 
required is to close the Shell and 
terminal windows on the main 
Amiga. 

When up and ainning you use 
your mouse to open icons on both 
machines. Move the pointer off the 
left edge of the screen on your 
Amiga and then see rt appear on 
the right side of the CD32"s 
V^/orkbench screen. Incredible but 
true. 

Click on the Network icon on 
your Amiga's screen and you can 
access and run stuH on the CD32. 
Click on the same icon on the 



CD32 and you can access Ram: 
and Sys: on your Amiga. If you are 
really macho you could use the 
software keyboard emulator on the 
CD32. but I preferred to copy items 
across for editing and then back 
again for running. To get the best 
out this arrangement you must 
know how to create scripts. 

Apart from the networking soft- 
ware there is also a large collection 
of images, LSD legal tools, anima- 
tions, demos, and a PhotoCD con- 
version utility. All in all a very handy 
disc to have if you own an Amiga 
and a CD32 or CDTV. 




Rating 95% 
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Publisher: Weird ScierK;e 
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Round Up 




What a wonderful disc. The Ass- 
assins have put together a CD 
packed full of shareware games, 
[ylost will run on any Amiga, includ- 
ing CDTV and CD32. You get a 
choice of interlace; mouse or 
remote control, and ccxnprehensive 



AmigaGuide documentation. 

Throw in some networking soft- 
ware, a load of handy utilities, 
250 Assassjns games disk in DMS 
format plus a further 60 util disks 
similarly archived and youVe got a 
winner. 





This dtsc got off to a bad start. I 
opened the window and found two 
icons reminiscent ol ali things bad 
from the pre-2,0 days. Clicking on 
Welcome', I was catapulted into 
the arms of the Guru courtesy of a 
bad copy command. 

Wading through the disc I dis- 
covered the usual games, demos 
and diskmags, music modules, 
and pictures. The graphics all 
appeared, to me. not to have orig- 
inated on the Amiga. Amiga artists 
have a certain flair, an ohginality. 
These pictures conveyed "pee 
cee' to me. 

Each part of the disc had an 
index document in a supposedly 
AmigaGuide format. It was not 
quite correct as my directory man- 
ager rarely launched AmtgaGuide 
to read ft. Instead I had to rely 
more often on the built-in text reader. 



Quite a lot of the software on 
this disc IS in the form of DMS 
archives, or Lha archives in the 
case of the various text tMes. A 
laughable one that I came across 
was called Onlrne and is about 
communications. The author sta- 
tes that you must nol read it 
unless you pay the shareware tee! 
A typical MS-DOS attitude. 
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Contacts 


1 7 Bit Software 


Schatzfuhe 


Isl Floor Offices 


Stefan Ossowski's Schalzruhe 


2-8 Market Street 


Veronikastr. 33 


Wakefield 


D-45131 


West Yorkshire 


Essen 


WFl IDH 


Germany 


Tel. 01924 366982 


TeL49 201 788776 


SAdENESS PD 


Weird Science 


13 Russell Terrace 


1 Rowlandson Close 


Mundesley 


Leicester 


Norfolk 


Leicestershire 


NR11 8U 


LE24 2SE 


Tel 01263 722169 


Tel. 01162 340682 
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Brief country historie; 
relevant information. 
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THE 'LiniE GEM' MICRO 
AUDIO MIXER AND E.G. UNIT 

THEY SAID IT! 

"The Little Gem is just the thing to bring your Amiga's sound out of it's shell." 

"Give your Amiga's sound the treatment it deserves - 83% CU Amiga, 

'This is an essential piece of kit. Buy it now!" 

"If you're serious about using your Amiga for making music, then you MUST have one of these. 

Simple as that." - Raven (MED User Group). 

"The quality of the Gillett Mixer is self -evident/ 

The Gillett Mixer is an extremely useful addition to the equipment armoury 

of an audio buff," - 83% Amiga User Intematmal. 

Teed your sounds through the "Little Gem" micro mixer to 

make a higher quality end recording." - 80°o Amiga 

Shopper. 

Features: 

2 Channel In/2 Channel Out 

Hi and Lo EQ (equalisation) to +/- 1 2db - to increase/decrease the 

bass and treble content of the sound 

Pan Controls for stereo positioning of each channel - no need to 

suffer from hard right and left stereo panning 

Battery or Mains operation -- takes no power from your computer 

Process sounds phor to sampling - then process again on playback! 

Acts as a sound processor to seriously enhance the sound 

Dimensions only 140mm x 75mm x 50mm 

Compatible with all models of Amiga. PCs, Macs and Atari s 



The L'urront retail price for rhe 'Lirtic CJoni' is £69. 9!^ 

which includfs VAT, packaging and first class 

postage. Overseas delivery: Europe add £4-00, Rest of 

World ;vld £6,00. Cheques and/or postal orders onh 





AvailBbfe ouvfrOfp ine oeveio: mufacti 

GILLETT MULTIMEDIA 

10 ST AUDREY'S WAY ELY CAMBRIDGE CBS IDF TEL: (01353) 669203 J 
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"Ich bin ein Frankfurter" boasts Anthony Mael, booking 
his ticket for a visit to a sign of the coming technological times. 




Do you know rnltflalnmtnt? 




£v«n CD-ftOU-tntpta TVs. 



When is book not a 
book? A girl I know 
took a very snooty 
attilude recently about 
Ihem. "I love books.", said this 
Edinburgh University recent grad- 
uate. Yet she looked down her 
nose with what was almost con- 
tempt at the idea that there could 
be such a thing as an "electronic 
book", a CD-ROM. "It's not some- 
thing I'm interested in. It's not for 
me.\ she said. 

Such callow snobbery about 
books - priming on dead trees, as 
the Intemet fans call them - was 
not, however, very evident at the 
Frankfurt Book Fair. This is the 
largest fair of its kind in the world, 
and was held recently for the 
professionals in the Gutenbergian 



means of communication. 

But there, among the huge Fair 
hails filled with mashed up dead 
tree stuff were two. equally huge, 
halls for the latest development in 
the book world - CD-ROM. 

Publishing companies, very far 
from being dismissive of CD-ROfvIs 
and other forms of electronic com- 
munrcation, are eager to get into 
this new world and the two Halls, 
each about the size of Wembley 
Stadium, were full of them to prove 
it. 

Interestingly what was most 
obvious was that the book publish- 
ers who had migrated into the elec- 
tronic world had carried with them, 
if not thefr prejudices, at least their 
traditional ideas. There were very 
few CD-ROfVis that presented 



information or entertainment ■ or 
what purported to be both - in any- 
thing but traditional ways. 

Yes, the techniques of the CD- 
ROM were used in the "click on if 
and find the answer structure that 
is naturally impossible in a conven- 
tional book. Yet the real latent of 
multimedia presentation, whereby 
a subject can be made far more 
exciting and informative, didn't 
seem, In general, to have been 
properly exploited or perhaps even 
understood. 

Entertainment? 

Entertainment is familiar to all of us 
informed users and some recog- 
nisable names were there making 
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J50.000 compvim in 25 counliies. 

The disc duplication com- 
panies also took some un- 
usual ways of presenting 
ihemsetves too. The ubiqui- 
tous Warner of Time Warner 
had a giant sized disc as the 
main attraction. 
The duplicators are increasing 
their capacity all the lime, as 
across the globe CD becomes the 
accepted method ot storage. ) was 
told that the total world capacity 



these discs are duplicated by 
St ate -owned manufacturing com- 
panies, or rather Army-owned fac- 
tories. Unsurprisingly, publishers 
are unwilling to barge into China 
and start banging therr fists on the 
table with silent and inscrutable - or 
possibly furious and menacing - 
army officers at the other end. 

Nevertheless, publishers know 
that such an emerging nation has 
enormous needs for information. 



institutions, or other publishers to 
use. 

Copyright is becoming one of 
the big issues with multimedia and 
there was a conference at the Fair 
about this difficult subject. As the 
spread ot CO and the Internet 
across the worid becomes more 
noticeable, the lawyers are rubbing 
their hands in joyful anticipalton of 
big fees as the copyrights of every 
kind of 'content' get fought over. 



their presence known to more than 
the usual games playing commu- 
nity. Mindscape, owned by the 
giant Pearson Group, were show- 
ing their latest PC games. 

As most of the visitors, at least 
during the four Trade days out of 
the five days the Fair runs, were 
middle aged international publish- 
ing gents or somewhat trendy 
Sioane Ranger type giris, there 
was something of a bemused look 
atiout them when they ventured 
onto fvlindscape's stand to experi- 
ence the thrills of Silent Hunter. Air 
Power, and SU-27 Flanker. 

The unfamilianty of the average 
visitor with games, a very definitely 
'non-book' field, was clear from one 
games distributor's stand that 
needed to ask "Do you know 
entertainment?" The answer in 
most cases would certainly have 





and probably entertainment too. 
Anyone who can get that business 
out of a market with the huge 
potential of China may well have 
found the pot of gold at the end of 
the CD rainbow. 



Big Fees 



We Hkt bookw. fOu C«r> ttick your CDs on tht.-. 

been "No^ Games publishers are 
used to overcoming ignorance and 
publicising themselves in unusual 
waySn and other more traditional 
publishers at the Show were not 
averse to this either One company 
presented its software through a 
hole in the Wall - the Beriin Wall, an 
apparent section of which it had 
built in the Hal). Thai seemed, to 
some visitors, in somewhal dubi- 
ous taste. 



now exceeds 100,000,000 per 
month, and that is expected to nse 
vastly as the resources and 
demand of China begin lo take 
effect in the next few years. 

It seems that the pubfishmg fra- 
ternity both fear, and gaze with 
eager eyes, at that country's one 
billion population of potential read- 
ers'. They fear China because it 
has been estimated that 95% of all 
CDs there are pirated. Many of 



Though no-one seems to have 
made fortunes yet out of CD. 
there are some areas which look 
profitable- The environment, for 
instance, is well catered for with 
interesting maps, directories, and 
children's stuff. As geographical 
mtormalEon is so suitable for multi- 
media, it is hardly astonishing that 
there were many programs with 
information, maps, and so on. 

These are great to look at and 
easy to make into something inter- 
esting. Some, like American com- 
pany Mountain High Maps, supply 
what is really clip art free of copy- 
right for home users, educational 



The European Union has 

already brought out a document, 
The Bangemann Repon ■ named 
after the European Commissioner 
who headed the investigation, on 
intellectual property. Both the 
Report and the whole matter of 
copyright were discussed at length 

at the Fair, tjut there are as yet no 
proper guidelines as to how copy- 
ngh! shoukJ be applied in multi- 
media. 

The European Union itself pub- 
lishes many CDs, and seems the 
King, or rather president, of the 
directory publishing field. Every- 
thing from lists of manufactunng 
companies to grant giving organi- 
sations can be found on their CDs - 
which from the brief look \ saw 
were doubtless informative, but 
also very useful for anyone suffer- 
ing from insomnia. 

If you are into directories. Euro 
Pages was - were - offering details 
of 150.000 companies in 25 
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Forget the Dead Trees 

CONVNUED FROM PAGE 65 

countries and they were throwing 
in an economic dictionary of 7.000 
key business terms in six lan- 
guages for free. For those needing 
to know about multimedia itself 
there was the Multimedia Yearbook 
with a free CD costing a mere 
El 35. 

Not a directory but an ency- 
clopaedia... CDs are. of course, 
excellent for storing such informa- 
tion and now you can get the 
acme of encyclopaedias all one 
disc, Encyciopaedia Britanica had 
not one. but two separate stands at 
the Fair, We gave Ihem your 
address and they'll be knocking at 
your door soon to tell you about it. 

Kids' Stuff 

Everyone is keen on Iheir children 
being able to read, and the follow 
on from that is the user-fnendli- 
ness, perhaps, of the Multimedia 
PC. Selling around the world in 
their tens of thousands, giving the 
kids the excitement of electronic 
Bducaiion, Children's CDs aboun- 
ded- And they will probably con- 
tinue to saturate the CD market. 

Maybe it is easier to create CDs 
for kids who tend to be (ess 
demanding of a high starnjard of 
creativity. Cerlainly, if a CD- 
ROM reaches a high quality, such 
as some of those products being 
de-veloped by companies like 
Dorling Kindersfey, then it will be 
even more successful. 





M»p» ' from GeoSvBfema for vductrlon tnd Intormmion. 
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Though DK's current offerings 
are not really so much multimedia 
as fairiy basic electronic books, the 
future products they were showing 
at the Fair look very impressive. 
However, the cost of spending long 
development times, and putting 
large teams to work on creating 
something special, may not lum 
out to be financially so viable as 
publishing quite simple CDs. Kids 
get these as presents and soon for- 
get - and then Mum and Dad have 
to buy some more, don't they? 
Which is how the toy and the video 
game markets have always 
worked. 

Some children's CDs were cer- 
tainly worth playing with. Running 
Press, from the USA. has two 
which used the medium both cre- 
atively and provided plenty of 
information in a very clever way. 
Dinosaur Hunter's Kit was one 
bright idea. Dinosaurs are univer- 
sally popular now. though perhaps 
hey weren't with the other beings 
that shared the Earth at that time. 
And Hunter's Kit entertained and 
educated by using the popularity of 
the animated Jurassicos combined 
With the thrill of a chase. 

Now Voyager 

Not all was kids' stuff or boring 
lists. One CD publisher always 
stands out for its creativity and 
adventurousness. Voyager was 
founded in 1984. so must be one of 
the longest established in the field. 
They built their successful busi- 
ness on sheer creativity. 

The New York Times has called 
them, "..the single best source of 
stimulating. Innovative CD-ROM 
titles.," And rightly so. Voyager are 
consistently exciting in their variety 



of material and now have a cata- 
logue of over 300 titles. 

Some of those titles are mouth- 
watering lust to read about. How 
about "Puppet Moler, in which 
Voyager say "Laurie Anderson. 
America's premier performance 
artist blurs the boundaries between 
performer and audience..." and 
invites you to "Explore a luminous 
wo rid saturated with her passion- 
ate inlelligence. where nebulae 
whirt, words turn to smoke, music 
is everywhere and time travels 
both ways," Wow! Now that sounds 
like real multimedia, doesn't it? 

Other titles include "Cinema 
Volta' - about the transforming 
power of electricity. Take Five" ■ 
how to relax with your computer, 
and "Defending Human Attributes 
in the Age of the f^achine*". Here 
the guru of interface design, Don- 
ald Norman, calls for the humanis- 
ing of technology. On his CD he 
transforms the computer screen 
into a three dimensional space that 
explores, critiques and turns inside 
out," Double wow to that! 

Books, They're not 

The Frankfurt Book Fair was an 
interesting contrast. The traditional 
books were there in their thou- 
sands, if not millions, but Ihe CD, 
which last year, had just one. this 
year had two Halls. A sign of the 
coming technological times. 

Many of the CDs at the Fair 
don't sound very exciting products, 
and they aren't, but what they 
are is a very comprehensive way 
of providing large amounts of in- 
formation in the most usable and 
economic format. Books, they're 
not. 

Those forthcoming technok>gk:al 
times that they herald may not 
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Hunt down fh# Jurai»ico»! 

please the snobs who contemptu- 
ously reject what may happen to 
their beloved book. Probably there 
were superior beings who, when 
Gutenberg started printing books, 
didn't care for them at all, but only 
valued those beautifully illustrated 
tomes, handmade by monks, that 
now rest in museums. 

There was, as far as f could 
see, not one CD for the Amiga in 
either of the vast Hails. Now this 
was in Frankfurt, in Germany, and 
isn't Escom a Gennan company? 
Don't you think thai with thousands 
of professional visitors an Amiga 
presence would have been worth- 
while? 

So far as I know. I was the only 
representative of the Amiga world 
there. PC. Apple, piles of CD- 
ROMs, and no Amiga in the fastest 
growing market in computerdom. It 
makes you sick, doesn't it? AUI 
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VISIT OUR NEW WEB SITE 

http://www.nevel.co.uk for liitest prices & bargains 

NEW THIS MONTH 

Books - Connect your Amiga 

A Guide to the inlernct. Lans & BBS & online Services 

by Dale L.Larsen - This is by an ex C= member of the Amiga 

Networking Group. Well written comprehensive, this is a must 

254 pages £11.95. 



If 



^\ inning if you use a hsird drive using FFS then if 

vnur machine craT^hcs or you reset nhitsl writing to 

1lj^k llicu vour drive uill most likelv he invalid. 

Get protected now with AFS. 

\II our HARD DRIVES are shipped v\ ith AFS 

New LOW Prices 

Phone for details • SCSI, IDF all I; pes a\ailahle. 



The Mulii-Data Machine gives you a 4X CdRom plus a 
650M removable in one haHhei^bi drive. The Fourth 1-evel 
software inckides ihe advanced tools for removable media 
which have iinlil now. only been available on the 
Mo-Mi^a (FLD s lop of ihe range 1 ,3Gb M.O. system). 
Ami-FileSafe - the new filing system which has taken 
the Amiga market place by storm - is also included 
along with with Full CDRom support. 
Prices: tntcmal SCS/2 £5nWfUVAT= £599.25 
Opxkms: [ixtenuil aM £ 45.0()+VAr = £ 51S7 
OktagonCard aM £ 95.0i)'i-VAT^ IJU.62 



NLvv AMIGAS with AFS 




Get full salety & enhanced performance from \o\\r new 
amiga. Choo^ie a dealer who can suppK \our new 
Ai200 & A4000 with AFS as standard. ^ 
REMEMBER THE MOTTO - NO AFS!! - NO DEAL!! 



Envoy £45.00 ind VAT 

Amiga Envoy is the standard Amiga peer-lo-peer 

netunrkini^ software developed by Conimodore^s 

Amiga Networking Group. 

"Cool" - 

Dave Haynie, Ex C= Senior Hardware Engineer 

We are Sole European Distributors 

Commodore Death Bed Video £ 14.00 Ine Vat 
By the master -- Dave Haynie 

Brilliant persiHial \ideo shot hy Dave Haynie. Over 
two hours of recollections* stories & action by 
the C= people. This is a video yuu must not miss. 
The Christmas present for every Amiga fan 



And NOW ZIP rives shipped with AFS 
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OAFS!! No 



4FS 
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Fourth Level Rertiovabit Midiii Nelvvorking Tools included 



DISKSALV 3 +upgradeMititIeiiu'nf to 
V4AFS (Now in Beta full release Nov- 
Dec'95) includes FFS bug fixes & 
support for AFS £45.00 inc VAT 
This enhaiitt'd version is a result of the 
combined work of FLD & X)d\ t Haynie 

AFS User £29.75 Pro £79.75 

See the performance Now with Undelete!! 

P&P EEC £ 3.50 Other £ 6.50 
Dice V3 £98.75 

P&PEEC £ 5.50 Other £10.00 



.A.iiJOO 030 Qktagon SCSI 2 



Test FFS 
DirSt-an 409 
CreateFile 227 
ReadFile 244 
Seek and wnic 



ws\ 



AFS Units 

1780 Filcs/Scc 

1073 k/sec 

I T-b?, fc/scc 

!. I sum »t cik1> 
-4.4Sec 



Commercial C Compiler 

for Amiga ^^hich has been 

continuously supported 

& di^% eloped to become 

Ihe xwiM reliable and user 

friendly package. 

Sole 

Dhtrihutors 

Europe 

Africa, Asia 

iKxcept Fnince 

Sc (Germany) 

hiilh Internel 

6uppi>rlcd iruin our server! 
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•CS^ 



V« 



Nfc 
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e\«P««"*'^ certified Amiga Devolope,, o,,^^ 



Distributors 
: rLDislrihution 
ermany: Stefan Ossowskis Srhnt/truhe 
Medcn: Orebn> \idenrt'kl;im 
talv; Db-fJne 
(lu t h f r ica : M l^> slemji 
SA: AIM 




Ol'l 4'U>pi1ICll| 

niMrilnilor & Dealer Enquiries ■»4J<0H I7 S55 8225 

UK Orders to FLDistribution 31 Ashley Hill Montnelier Bristol BS6 5.IA 
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questiflo 
hard drive. 

using them success fully 

tt fcm w t Mlflfe and Alan 
l«irto pf9vM«i ■ fiomptotft, 

yet easy-to-Hfldef^tand 
fluul« to »v«nrtbln9 ¥Ou always 
ittsntod to hrwv bIhuI bani 
drtyft«j bvt c M^ fl have tl» cluek 
to ask. 



HjfYf iTr/v#a, Mrfl m/i Hxy Wflirroi-, OWi r com* /tijjc'i «mj)^ of CwRar butft 



A hard disk is probably the 
most important add-on 
you can buy for your Am- 
iga, and will almost trans- 
form It into a new computer, as you 
are freed from the sluggishness of 
a floppy based system. We will 
look at what a hard disk is and how 
il works, and what to look for when 
buying one. Later we'll be looking 
at how to maxjmise its potenlial. 
and improve your usage of it. 

I am assuming you have at least 
KickstartA/Vorkbench 2 or higher, 11 



not. then upgrade now! Kickslart 
1 .2 cannot autoboot a modem hard 
disk, and although K>ckstart 1,3 
can. it is a dated and obsolete sys- 
tem. 



What is a 
hard disk? 

A hard disk is really ]ust a very fast 
floppy disk, but one that holds a Eot 
more than a traditional ftoppy! Oh. 




and you can't remove il. of course. 
There are exceptions to this; rem- 
ovable hard drives, typical exam- 
ples being the Syquest EZ dnve 
and the Panasonic PD drive. 

Hard drives get their name 
because the disks themselves are 
made of ngid. magnetically coal- 
ed platters. More often these are 
made from aluminium alloy, but 
hi-tech ones are produced from 
glass. There are several such plat- 
ters in a hard drive. 

A hard drive holds more infor- 



mation, and delivers it quicker, due 
to the recording density and rota- 
tion speed of the platters. An 
Amiga floppy disk has 80 tracks of 
data, and spins at about 300 revo- 
lutions per minute, or 5 revolutions 
per second. A 3.5" hard disk, by 
comparison may have thousands 
of tracks per planer, and spins at 
3.600 rpm! Hard drives come in 
sub-2", 2,5", 3.5", and 5.25" sizes. 
The middle two being the most 
popular. 

Since there are many more 
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tracks per pJatter the tracks are 
obviously very fine, and so a corre- 
spondir^gly fine read/write head is 
used- Also, the magnetic strength 
of The track Is relatively weak. 
Otherwise, the tracks would be 
atlected by the magnetic fields of 
adjacent tracks. Therefore, the 
read/write head is extremely close 
to the surtace of the disk - the dis- 
tance is measured in thousandths 
of an inch. The heads themselves 
actually ride on a cushion of air 
inside the drive, and must operate 
in a clean, dust free environment. 
For this reason, the disks are 
sealed inside the drive and are not 
removable, unlike floppy disks. 
Even a speck of dust between the 
dnve head and the disk surface 
could cause a catastrophic failure, 
or 'head crash'- 



Storing Data 

On each hard disk pJatter there are 
pairs of concentric tracks. These 
form a cylinder This might be hard 
to understand, as there is nothing 
cylindrical about a disk! Think 
about it like this, rf you took a track 
on platter 1 as one end of a cylin- 
der, and the track of platter 2 
underneath, you have the two ends 
of a cylinder. A very short cylinder, 
but a cylinder all the same. 

Tracks are broken down into 
sectors, which hold the data. A hard 
disk generally has 34 sectors per 
track. For comparison, a floppy 
disk has only 11 sectors per track. 
A sector IS the basic storage umt of 
a disk. 



Files 



The next concept is that of files. To 
most of us. programs and data are 
entirely separate. Programs do 
things, and generally produce data. 
A program could be a game or 
word processor, for example. Data 
could be a high score table or 
saved game, or a letter created on 
a word processor However to the 
hard disk, they are all the same 
thing, they are all 'data'. To avoid 
confusion, we call the data on a 
disk 'files'- Files, therefore, can be 
programs, data, or whatever. 

Each sector holds 512 bytes of 
data. Of course, a Hie may be many 
kilobytes in size, and so occupy 
many sectors. It may also be 
smalfer than 512 bytes, and so 
occupy less than a sector. 

However, a sector can only hold 
one filen or 512 bytes of that file. It 
cannot hold anything to do with 
another file, no matter how much 
room is left. How do you know 



where the files are then, and what 
sectors they occupy? You don't! 
AmigaDos and the dhve look after 
this for you. 

Remember cylinders? They also 
play a role in the high speed of a 
hard disk. When a drive is active, 
the drive heads on each pialter do 
not move independently of each 
other, they all move to the same 
position of each track at the same 
time. It would not make sense then, 
for only one head to read or write a 
file- All the heads are used. 

Let's assume we are writing a 
file to a dnve with four platters and 
tour heads: First, sector 1 of track 1 
on the first platter would be written. 
At the same time sector 1 of Irack 1 
on the second platter would be writ- 
ten. The same happens on platters 
3 and 4, By this time the disk has 
rotated one sector, and sector two 
is written to on all the platters. If the 
file is large, it may occupy more 
than the 34 sectors available on 
each track on aUtha pMlsrs com- 



bined, so the heads will move in a 
track, and the process repeats. If 
only one head were used, then we 
would have to step the head tour 
times for every track whtten, com- 
pared to the once in the former 
method. The process ot moving a 
head from one track to another is 
called track stepping. 

The idea of a cylinder may now 
be clearer. The platters are in the 
horizontal, and the sectors of each 
track are vertically above each 
other. Therefore, we have an imag- 
inary vertical cylinder. 

Drive Speeds 

Typically, dnves are quoted as hav- 
tr^ a speed in milliseconds (ms). 
Modem hard drives average 11ms 
or less. The figure quoted is the 
seek time, and is the average lime 
the dnve takes to move the drive 
beads to any track on the disk, and 
settle. Some may quote track-step 




Surface mount tochnotogy h«s ervbW doalgntia to aquoexa mora afadronict into fba drives. 



times, which should be less than 
3ms. 

Some drives are advertised as 
being capable of transferring x 
megabytes per second. However, 
these claims are not all that impor- 
tant. In most cases the drive trans- 
fer figure is the maximum iheoreli- 
cal throughput of the electronics on 
the drive, and not how fast the 
drive can read or write data to and 
from the disk- You must always 
consider the lime that the drive has 
to work out where to put the data, 
and then move the drive heads 
accordingly. 

Controllers 



The Amiga, like other computers, 
cannot just have a hard disk 
plugged into it. It needs an inter- 
face, which controls the flow of 
data between the drive and com- 
puter. There are two main types the 
Amiga can use: IDE and SCSI, 

IDE is short for Integrated Drive 
Electronics, This is a standard that 
onginaled in the PC worid. Prior to 
IDE, the computer had to work in 
conjunction with a controller card to 
handle much of the work of trans- 
ferring data to and from the drive. 
IDE put the controller within the 
drive and gave it some intelligence, 
which frees up the computer and 
makes the drive faster as a result. 

The Amiga 600. 1200. and 4000 
all have an IDE interface built into 
the motherboard. IDE interfaces 
can only handle 2 drives, although 
the newer E-IDE allows tor 4, and 
even some CD-ROMs. However. 
the A600 and A1200 internal inter- 
face is limited to one drive, al- 
though you can always fit an exter- 
nal interface and drive later. IDE 
interfaces are often referred to as 
AT interfaces, a hangover from the 
PC worid, but not to be confused 
with the IBM AT 

SCSI ■ for Small Computer 
Systems interface, is a standard 
designed to control almost any type 
of penpheral that could be attached 
to a computer not just hard drives. 
There are SCSI tape drives. CDs. 
scanners, and even printers avail- 
able. SCSI interfaces can handle 
up to 7 devices, are more versatile 
and, in general, faster than IDE. 
SCSI has recently undergone sev- 
eral developments, resulting in the 
new SCSl-3 standard. 

Some interfaces are also quo- 
ted with impressive transfer rates, 
often as high as 20Mb/sec, How- 
ever, these claims are not very sig- 
nificant. Just as with quoted drive 
speeds, the figure is often the max- 
imum theoretical throughput. In the 
real worid, the figure is [ess as the 
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Hard Drmng 

CONTfNUED 



computer and interlace cannot talk 
to each other that fast. In practice, 
a drive is often much taster than 
the interface. 

Interfaces 

The interlace depends on your 
Amiga, your requirements, and 
your budget. The older Amigas, the 
A500 and 1 500/2000 do not have 
in-built interlaces, so you need to 
think carefully about which type to 
gel. A SCSI interface generally 
costs more inilially. but will let you 
add more devices later as your 
budget allows. If you only want to 
add the one hard drive, then 
IDE/AT is the belter option. Both 
Visage Computers and Gasteiner 
sell IDE interfaces for the A500 and 
B2000, and Visage also sell a 
SCSI-2/IDE interiace for the 620- 
00, giving you the best of both 
worlds. a m 

A500 SCSI interfaces are 
attacJned to the side expansion slot 
and include models by GVP, 
Supra, Commodore, ALF and 
RocHard. B2000 inierfaces come 
in the form of a card thai fits a 
Zorro II slot inside the Amiga. Zorro 
II controller cards were made by 
Supra, Nexus, Octagon, and Data- 
Flyer. , 

Also consider an accelerator 
card with an on-board SCSI inter- 
face. This will speed up your 
Amiga, and give you blistenng 
drive performance, GVP made the 
best such interface, the GVP A530 
for the A500. and the G-Force 
range for the 82000. GVP were 
bought by 

Power Computing sometime 
ago, although the UK dealer. Silica, 
may have some still in stock. 
Visage also sell a 68030 accele- 
rator card with SCSI-2 interface. 
Many are available second hand, 
including the ACS Fusion Forty, 
and the PP&S fVlercury and Zeus 
cards, 

A few years ago. a serious user 
considering a SCSI hard disk had 
to decide on a DMA or non-DMA 
type. This was as complicated as a 
can of worms, covering whether 
the drive ted data directly to mem- 
ory, or whether it went via the CPU- 
Some interfaces caused problems 
when used with accelerator cards, 
because of how they transferred 
data. This is not an issue for AGA 
Amigas, though if you own an older 
Amiga and are considering buying 
an old SCSI interface and are con- 
cerned about these issues, then 
contact the AUi Amiga Answers 
section. 



If you have an A3000, you have 
a SCSI interface built-in. Both the 
A3000 and A4000 come with a 
hard drive as standard, and the 
A600 and A1 200 are available with 
hard drives ready fitted. 

SCSI is also available for the 
A1200 and A4000, as are com- 
bined a cceterat or/SCSI cards. For 
the A1200, these fit into the trap- 
door expansjon socket. A4000 
owners with deep pockets can buy 
immensely powerful 68040 and 
68060 cards with on-board SCSI-2 
interfaces that deliver amazing 
hard disk perfomiance With the 
advent of the A4000 and its Zon'o 
III expansion slots, there were sev- 
eral fast SCSI cards available, 
notably the Fastlane Z3 and 
the DKB4091 card. Unfortunately, 
since the demise of Commodore, 
these appear to have been discon- 
tinued. W 

The A4000 can use many older 
cards designed for the B2000. A 
word of warning though. Many 
older SCSI cards will not work 
properly if at all, in an A4000. If 
you are offered one of these sec- 
ond hand, test it to ensure it will 
work in your system. 

Try to ensure that your interface 
card and software support the 
Rigid Disk Block standard. Apart 
from correctly auto-booting your 
hard drive, and ensuring that any 
other drives or partitions are auto- 
mounted, it^ieoretically allows you 
to remove the hard disk from your 
Amiga, and plug it into the interface 
of another Amiga. It can then be 
used straight away without having 
to be re-prepped, which would 
erase the data on it. Furthermoren 
let's assume you prepped your 
hard disk with the KJCkstart 2 filing 
system, and then you upgrade to 
Kickstart 3.1, which has a superior 
filing system. Without RDB, you 
would have to either continue using 
the older filing system, or backup 
your hard disk, reprep W with the 
new system, and then restore the 
data to it. RDB automatically uses 
the newest filing system it finds on 
the disk or in ROM. 

ROB simply reserves two tracks 
of the hard disk and wntes (stores) 
some information concerning The 
drive there, along with a copy of 
the filing system code. It is very 
much like the boot block of an 
Amiga floppy disk. RDB Is normally 
only found on SCSI drives, how- 
ever. As far as I am aware, only the 
ICD AdSCSI faiied to support it. 

Big box Amigas can also use 
very cheap PC IDE interfaces, with 
the added advantage of extra par- 
allel and serial portSn by using the 
GoldenGate Bus card, reviewed in 
the September 95 issue of AUL 



A special mention now for the 
Squirrel SCSI interface, which fits 
into the PCMCIA port of the A600 
and A1200. It is probably the best 
bet for anyone looking for either a 
SCSI interface, or considering 
adding a hard disk. It will happily 
handle DAT drives. CD- 
ROMs, removable drives, and 
so on. The software is well written, 
and allows you to configure your 
SCSI setup, play audio CDs on a 
CD-ROM drive that supports audio 
data over the SCSI bus, and use 
CD32 titles. Admittedly, it does not 
autoboot. so unless you already 
have a hard disk you have to rely 
on a boot floppy disk. ■ 

Or rather you did... because 
HiSoft have developed Squirrel 2. 
It's hard to see how Squirrel could 
be improved, but they have done it! 
Squirrel 2 offers everything its pre- 
decessor had, plus aulobooting. It 
is at least twice as fast, and comes 
with ite own high speed serial inter- 
face. All the drivers are now multi- 
tasking and allow the Amiga more 
of the CPU processor time. All this 
is good news for Amiga users, and 
if you ever wanted to run a dual line 
BBS from an A1 200. now you can! 
The price? A mere £99.95. 

HiSoft are also offering an uf^ 
grade path for owners of the older 
Squirrel interface. Very commend- 
able; it is also the first time I have 
heard of an upgrade path tor hard- 
ware owners! 



Big and Fast 

Once you have decided which 
interface to use. you need a hard 
drive to go with it. The best advice, 
often given here by Andy Eskefson. 
AUl's Amiga Answers Guru, is to 
buy the biggest and fastest you can 
afford! Most companies will adver- 
tise interfaces with drives, the big- 
ger tfie drive the more expensive 
everything becomes. You can. of 
course, buy a interface from one 
company and a drive from another, 
but make sure the drive uses the 
same interface as the controller - it 
would be a shame to buy an IDE 
drive only to find it will not work 
with your SCSI interface! 

First, determine what your 
needs are. Everyone should have 
a hard drive, but not everyone 
needs the same size. If you only 
play games, a 40Mb drive wilt prob- 
ably suffice. If you create huge ray 
traced files, or use senous multi- 
media applications, then you may 
be looking at upwards of a gigabyte 
of storage space. Drive prices have 
come crashing down over the past 
two years, and many PC dealers 



offer 540Mb IDE drives for under 
£100, plus VAT SCSI drives are 
slightly more expensive, but still 
reasonably affordable 

For speed, if you are buying a 
new dnve. you have nothing to 
worry about. Most drives are 11 ms 
or less. If you are buying a second 
hand drive, make sure the speed is 
less than 25ms, You won't notice 
the difference between a 25ms and 
11ms drive, unless your work 
involves disk intensive applications 
such as sorting a database. The 
only other application that needs a 
fast drive is audio-visual work, 
where the data is being recorded or 
played back direct from the hard 
disk. In this case, you should buy a 
specialised AV drive. Brain Fowler 
Computers, Blitlersoft and Whtte 
Knight offer very good AV drives. 

The difference between an AV 
drive and a 'non-nai' hard disk is 
quite important. A run-of-the-mill 
hard disk will often re-calibrate the 
track and head positioning while in 
use. This is not noticeable for day 
to day work, as it results in only a 
very slight performance drop. 
However, if you are playing video 
or audio off tfie disk it can cause a 
noticeable glitch. AV drives do not 
re-calibrate on the fly, and so are 
the only drives suitable for this kind 
of work. "^ 

New or second hand» ensure 
the drive supports Auto-parking. 
This means that the moment the 
drive senses the power has been 
tumed off. it moves the drive heads 
to a safe location - either a landing 
zone on the disk surface, or off the 
disk entirely. It also means you do 
not have to run a "park' utiftty to 
manually accomplish this when- 
ever you turn the Amiga off. Auto- 
parking also protects the drives in 
case of a power failure. 

If you are worthing to a budget 
though, a rough guide to working 
out the minimum size of your hard 
disk is to count all the disks of the 
programs you use. Consider each 
disk to equal roughly a megabyte 
of storage space. This will give you 
a bare minimum. Add 10-15 mega- 
bytes to this figure to store Work- 
bench on and remember that you 
will also need drive space to store 
whatever data you create, be it 
documents or slideshows, artwork 
or music, 100Mb is a good size 
with which to start. 

It is surprising how quickly a 
hard disk can become full, espe- 
cially with today's software needing 
many megabytes of disk space. 
For instance. Final Writer 4 
requires 12Mb for the full installa- 
tion. And 24-bit images can be 
almost a megabyte in size, even 
compressed! AUt More next month. 
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n 1935, the world MaHed to shrink. Explorers 

established a irans-Arclic air rotite. radio bruadca^st 

world news as it happened and politics went global. 

Suddenly, we had a new perspective on ihe world. And 

as events unfolded. The Royal Geographical Society 

founded The Geographical Magazine to keep its Fellows 

informed. 

An era of the greatest change we had ever known, it was 

a time of conflict, conquest and challenge. A lime when, 

propelled by the demands of an exploding ptipulaiion and 

boosted by technological innovation, we began to shape the 

world to meet our changing needs. 

Created to celebrate the 60th anniversary of the founding 

of The Geographical Magazine, The Changing World 

investigates and explains the impact of progress on Ihe world* 

Presented by the BBC's Foreign Affairs Editor, John 

Simpson, this sixty minute documentary video brings our past, 

present and future to life using the combined archives of The 

Ro\al Geographical Society and Worldwide Television News, 

And what of the next 60 years? Do submarine cities offer a solution 

lo urban problems? Can supranational organisations effectively police 

ibc environment? Might irans-globai adventure lose its appeul with the 

advent of vinual travel? Will (he Internet replace local communities with 

international neighbourhoods? Is there a place for exploration in the future? With 

the help of exclusive interviews with world renowned scientists, luiurologists, 

geograi^iers and philosophers. The Changing World draws its own conclusions. 
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"As Director of the Roy ai Geographical Society I am asked - ^Surely ifn ri\ nothini; icjt 
to discover? \ Wrong. I say: ihe golden age of discovery is right now, in our lifetinivs. Wt 
are cotisiatulx learning more about how the great ecosystems function. And there is 
plenty more still to he discovered. " 

Dr John Hemming, director of the Royat Geographical Society, 
The Geographical Magazine October 1995. 



Running time: 
Retail phc©: 



7 November 1995 
52 mins. approK. 
£12-99 
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ALVHS 
HI-FI STEREO 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE 



ORDERING BY POST 

J Please send me copy/copies of The ChHni;inc VVorid at £12.99 each. 

Postage & packing please add £1.00 fUKj and E2.00 {overseas) per video. 



J I enclose a cheque for Z— made payable to The Geographical Magazine 

J Please charge £ to my American Gxpress/Vfsa/Masiercard 

Canj No Card Expiry Date 

Signature Date 

Name , 

Address 




..". Postcode 

|Please return this form together with your payment to: The Chan^ne Worid. The Geographicaf 
Magaiine. Un« 2. 7 Chalcot Road. London NWl 8LX 

I he I haniiine \\in\A is a co-productjon of The Geographical Magazine, ihe ir^agw'ne of Itie Royal Geographical 
Society, and Worldwide Television ^ews Please allow 2iaays from release dale for delivery 
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Cyberspatial Harmony 



This IS a 14.4 kbps device and 
ihe fast lane is usually 
occupied by the boy racers 
and their 28. 8s. Mind you< 
Harmon V also do a souped- up version 
at E159f but Tiff Needeli was putting 
thai review mode! through its paces at 

Brands. 

At under E90 the Harmony 1 4.4 is 

superb value tor money. Remember tt 
was only about a year ago that these 
devices were going for about £200,) 



The Harmony modems are not BABT 
approved - no green slicker. 
Consequently they can be offered al a 
lower price compared to approved 
modems. Tbis is because the long 
and expensive test procedures have 
been a voided . 

This also means thai UK buyers 
are NOTallowedtoconnectthis device 
to any BT service directly, or indirectly. 
However some cable TV companies, 
who also provide teiecom services, 
will allow such equipment to be 
attached to their systems. Contact 
your local supplier first to make sure. 



ize 



The Harmony is smaller than an A5 
sheet of paper - that's half A4. Its 
dimensions being 145mm wide, by 
110mm deep, and 30mm in height. 
The grey plasttc casing is slightly 
darker than thai of a C032. with a 



David War d manages to get 

into the middle lane of the 

Information Superhighway 

using a nevy fax/data modem. 



smoked plastic window on the front. 
This has the various status codes 
pnnted on it. and hides the nine LEDs 
that indicate the modem's condition. 

The backolthe unit hasa standard 
25-pin D socket, the 12v AC power 
connector, and two American style 
phone sockets - one for the line 
connection to the wall socket. The 
other lor a telephone handset. On lop 
is a recessed on/off switch. 

A combined plug/transformer is 
supplied, along with a 2 pin to 3 pin 
shaving type adaptor. This is fine if 
you plugging intoatrailing socket, but 
a wall mounted socket tends to make 
the wFnole affair suffer from the effects 
of gravily. 

A6foot lead is supplied to connect 
your modem to the nearest phone 
sockeln so you should consider buying 
an extension as weil. We all know that 
phone sockets are usually no where 
near where you computer is set up. 

The modem comes with a special 
serial cable for connection to your 
computer. One end fits the modem, 
the other ts terminated in both a 9 and 
25 pin plug. So you can use this on a 



PC too. The length makes it desirable 
to mount the modem on or near your 
computer. 

Without Error 

It ts a simple matter io connect 
everything up. The suppliers include a 
copy of NComm 3.0lo get you started 
tn the world of comms, but tmie in the 
way of who to call first. NComm is 
surprisingly easy lo set Up. The 
modem's handbook might be 
frightening for the first time user, so 
should only be consulted as a last 
resort. NComm's guide is much easier 
to understand, and soon points you in 
the rigtil direction, I had the Harmony 
up and running in under ten minutes, 
and I don't consider myself an expert 
in these things. 

Unlike PC Labs we cannot conned 
modems lo hi-tech telecom lest 
equipment and then simulate use 
under different line conditions. All I 
can say is that it woriced well and 
without error. That should be expected 
nowadays with the avarlabilily of 
cheap, quality, and off-the-shelf 
modem chipsets. 



During my test the dog got his leg 
caught in the extension lead. The 
modem ended up suspended between 
desk and floor while I was on-line. No 
errors occurred during this heart 
slopping episode, so [ can conclude 
that the error checking was worthing 
okay. 



A neat little package that's excellent 
value for money. AUI 
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PERFORMANCE 



INSTALLATION 



VALUE FOR MONEY 



95% 



95% 



85% 



96% 



Overall Rating 90% 




Price £89 plus £5 pSp 

Contact: 

Mode 15 Computers 

Domus Alba 

Cheselbourne 

Dorchester 

Dorset DT2 7NJ 

16101258 837398 
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DIRECT fROM THE MANUFACTURER 
ALL OUR GENLOCKS FEATURE: 

• Faae Aini^a g'rapliics. 

• Cross Faae net^'ecn Ami^a & Video, 

• ^Viiiig'a Preview iiioiiilor facility. 

• Aiiii^a only, viaeo only, overlay ana 
Kcynoic inoues. 

• Full instruction manuals. 

• Dcsi^netl ana iiianufacliirctl in llie UK 



F'RlC^e 



£29900 



ream 



z: -t T- r* 1 oraenii]5 a titling pacRaec with oenloclv 

O^ lenter Koad 

iVf U p 1 CHRO>U KEY DHMCE 

jnoulton Fark 

Nortkamplon Roctec RocUey (Fully testetl) £14 

ENGLAND ^/. 0/(^04 iq04aa'^^'^'^'^^^'^'^^^'^^'^^'^^^'^ 

NN3 6.VX ^^- r^irnZ .-:in^n^ A^n O ■ tyE £V\y£^R-y 



composite standard video GenlocK: 



Renclale 8802 FMC £149-00 

uper-VHt' GeniocK: 



Rendnlc 9402 £29900 

Titling PncHages: 

Scala HT 100 £4900 

Cliroiua DT\' Toolkit (XU. 1) £2999 

DEDUCT £5 from Total Price wlien 
oraeriii]^ a titling' package witn GenlocU. 

CHRO>U KEY DE\TCE 

Roctec RocUey (Fully testctl) £14900 




Price Include VAT 

Postage & Packing 

SIMMs & Hard Drives i5 

Printers & Systems £10 

Prices are subject to change 

without prior notice. 
Prices correct at Ihe time of going 

to press. 

Please phone to check avaiJdbility 

before sending your order. 

Mode 15 Computers 

(01258) 837398 

Domus Alba» Cheselbourne, 
Dorchester. Dorset DT2 7NJ 

HOURS 6pm - 10pm Weekdays 

9.30am - 5pm Weekends 
Answer Phone at all other times 



SIMMs 



72 Pin 32 Bit 70ns 6?-s Available) 



Imb 



2mb 
70 



4mb 

120 



Smb 
'' 240 ' 



16mb 
399 



32mb 

799 



Fully 



J UierSimms Available At Reduced Cost eg-4mb32bit 72pin 70ns -£110 



IDE Hard Drives 



(SCSI & SCSI II also available POA) 



Various Qualit> Makes 
3.5 Low Profile 



250 

420 

540 

730 

850 

1000 

1200 



PRICE 

130 
150 
170 
199 
209 
259 
275 



Various Makes 
2.5"(AI200orCD32SXU 



80 
120 

170 
250 

340 
540 



PRICE 

no 

129 
149 
199 

219 
325 



* * * N«w Lower Prices * * * 



This Months Specials 

IGB SCSI II £275,00 

1GB 3.5" IDE £259.00 

850mb3.5-IDE £20900 

340mb2.5-IDE £219.00 

Syquest 270mh 
Removable Media Drive 

SCSI or IDE inc 1 cartridge 

£395.00 
270mb CARTRIDGE £60,00 



NOTE: 2.5" dnvc» com« with fltting kit for A1200 and CD32 SX - 1 module. 

3.5" drives can be fitted into A12Q0. Fitting kit costs £15 when bought with drive. 



Grade 'A' Floppy Disk (2 for 1 Warranty) 



Quantirv 



10 



DO 



HD 



2.80 



3.25 



20 



50 



5.30 



6,30 



1250 



15.00 



100 



24,00 



29.00 



500 



115.00 



140.00 



1000 



225.00 



272.00 



Other Items 



Viper 030 28nnhz Mk2 inc MMU 
Viper 030 50mhz Mk2 inc MMU 
33mhz FPU 68882 

CyberSlorm 060 50mhz 
CyberVision 64bit Graphics 

Squirel SCSI II Interface 
MegalosDund 8bit Sampler 



115.00 

195.00 

50.00 

POA 
POA 

65.00 

32.50 



Panasonic 4 speed SCSI-ll 

NEC6XI6speedSCSMI 
Nakamichi 7 disk auto-changer 

Fax Modem 14,4k inc. Cables 
Fax Modem 2a8k inc. Cables 

A1200 RAM Board -Bare 
With SIMM as above 



185,00 
285.00 
319,00 

89.00 
169.00 

59.00 

54.00 



AUI Field ITeport 




Michael Hamish charts the 

progress of the Amiga and 

The Next Big Thing- 



The Meckfer VR95 Conference 
js one of two or three fairly large 
annual US, conferences on vir- 
tual reality. It seemed a little poorly 
attended this year, even though the 
exhibit hall was very busy. The expen- 
sive parts, the lectures, were some- 
times almost empty. 

One of ihe other regular attendees 
opined that the attention was all on the 
Inlernel, which probably is part of the 
truth. TheVRscene.howevergollhe 
usual media NEW THING! hype here 
tor two or ttiree years, and then it 
wasn't new any more. 

Ofcoursen the mediatypically gets 
it hal/ wrong and listens to the loudest 
voices, knowledge abie, honest, or not, 
so now we have the backlash phase. 
VR development has not noticeably 
sbwed, yet the onty significant break- 
throughs that I observed were the ap- 
pearance of some fairly high resolu- 
tion HMDs (Head fVlounted Displays) 
at consumer level prices ■ well-to-do 
consumers, that is. 

In particular. VIRTUAL i-O Inc.'s i- 
glasses VGA were getting rave com- 
ments everywhere. Lightweight (8 
ounce), hi-res. 3D capable, with 
1 80,000 pixels per eye (field sequen- 
tial at up lo 70Hz tor 3D or hi-res, 
fhcker-free tnterlace). head-tracking, 
stereo surround sound and see- 
t(irough optics. These are now distn b- 
uted by Escom in Europe (See 
Newsfile.) 

The video input and reasonable 
power requirement (2,5 Watt atevDC) 
mean that portable gaming or busi- 



ness computing applications are rea- 
sonable. The see-through optics would 
make it possible to even jog in the park 
(with some nsk, it should be noted, Jest 
this magazine be subject to lawsuits) 
while watching television or reading a 
business report off a bellpack PC or 
WatchMan. A cellular linked palmtop 
could even give you full net access 
anywhere, any time ■ except maytre 
swimming. The suggested price was 
only 5799, 

This (s a development that those of 
us in VR have been eagerly anticipat- 
ing for many reasons. Not only does it 
bring high quality VR to a much wider 
market, but it also potentially obsoletes 
most of (he bulky, expensive, heavy, 
power- hungry CRTs, These dinosaurs 
that now force people to sit at desks, or 
cluster around a single location al 
home, will soon mostly drift off into 
oblivion. Instead TVh gaming, com- 
puting, and VR will be with us every- 
where, whenever we want it. 

Virtual surgery continues a rapid 
advance. The U.5. medical research 
community has real money to attract 
real talent. Surgical training systems 
have become a big piece of the VR 
action, withobviousspjn-otfs into every 
other VR area, especially those 

involving force feedback, 3D or- 
ganic modelt^ng. or telepresence. This 
year they offered such realism in graph- 
ics and tactile feedback that a surgeon 
might be fooled alfirst touch and sight, 
although the true surgical VR Turing 
test will probably not be passed by a 
simulation any time soon, 





You, Michael Htmiih or viyotte, CMtt Uke oa « virtuMi penonatity 



Ycv ktiow you'n arrived when they 

I asked at one of the seminars if 
general biological modelling would in- 
clude collateral effects of surgery, such 
as tissue swelling and consequent 
ischemia, were part of the current 
simulations. The answer was "No, but 
probably next year." 

VR training systems have been 
going into companies such as f^otorola 
on a large scale. Live training on com- 
plex real machinery is costly and haz- 
ardous, while VR training is safer, 
cheaper, and has proven to y»eld bel- 
ter results Along wilh the news that 
VR is rapidty moving into the corporate 
environment, there were incremental 
advances in every other area, but 
again, no real breakthroughs. 

There were no Amigasatthis year's 
conference, so I decided to focus my 
lime and energy on Amiga-related is- 
sues. However, there were several 
attend (ng companies that go! their start 
on the Amiga and were still supporting 
it, such as Hash, Inc., and Caligah, or 
the makers of VR Slingshot, who are 
now doing surgical simulations. 

The issue of the Toaster came up, 
of course. Most of you probably know 
that Babylon 5 only exists because the 
Toaster allowed them to do the dyna- 
mite special effects (or a small fraction 
of the estimated costs it would have 
been using tradition model methods - 
and. correspondingly, it was the useof 
the Toaster on B5 that generated the 
Toaster market explosion. (Mostcom- 
puter graphic special effects on U.S. 
TV are now claimed to be rendered 
with Toaster Lightwave.) 

Babylon 5, which is probably more 



staii oftcring gndiut^ if^fTMS, 

popular here now than the current, 
rather lame incarnations of Star Trek 
(which is now using the Toaster), must 
be in Germany, as the entire 85 music 
background is directed from the Berlin 
Philharmonic by Christopher Franke 
{Tangerine Dream) via satellite link 
trom Hollywood. Every B5 episode 
has unique music. 

Last year I reported on the 
"VideoPlace'Amiga applications, such 
as Mar^dala from The Vivid Group in 
Toronto and CyberScape from Tensor 
Productions in Santa Barbara, 

Video PI aces map your image di- 
rectly onto the computer screen. The 
computer then reacts to what you do. 
You see yourself on the screen inside 
some virtual environment and you sim- 
ply reach out and touch or grab things 
in that environment. You can paint 
using your body as the brush, play 
musical instruments, or interact with 
someone else who is somewhere else 
via ordinary phone lines. 

Video PI ace has been in develop- 
ment (or about 25 years, pioneered by 
f^yron Krueger - who coined the term. 
The software first appeared on a per- 
sonal computer - the Amiga ■ in 1986 
as Mandala, a complete multimedia 
authoring package that once sold for 
£279. On the Amiga, it required a 
LIVE! board (S600). tor a total system 
cost in "87 of around $2,000. A couple 
of years ago, the first PC VideoPlace 
appeared, costing over ten limes the 
price (around S40,000)af>ddoingmuch 
less. 

Since VR94,theU.S. Amiga scene 
- apart from the Toaster (which is now 
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available either from NewTek as a 
sland-aione non- Amiga box that works 
with a PC, or as a sod of PC Toaster* 
clone from the Play Co. - the people 
who spl'l off from Newtek) - appears 
to be winding down. Major dealers are 
shutting their doors to the Amiga. The 
Amiga user groups are still quite ac- 
tive, but the VideoPiace stuff is about 
the only area where ourbaby is still the 
star. 

Vivid Effects was at Meckler again, 
this time with a solid- looking Mandala 
arcade system Ihat has dropped in 
price from last year to a measly 
$29,000. It is still a turnkey system 
running off the PC, instead of provid- 
ing the full-fealured authoring system 
it had on the Amiga. 

The game that Vivid was showing 
had the player on a flying platform 
controlled against a 20 background. 
You fly by pointing. You shoot by touch- 
ing. You try to avoid the helicopters 
and other things thai take away points. 
I think that 1 5 minutes would be about 
my ^jmit on this one. I have a copy ot 
ttioir 1993 promo video which shows 
much more interesting applications, 
including games. 

A security systems manufacturer, 
at one point in the late tseos offered 
an industrial security system in which 
surveillance cameras followed intrud- 
ers by tracking their images via LIVE!. 
Phil Burk, who coauthored JFORTH 
on the Amiga and is now co-authonng 
the 3D0 system along with R.J. Mical 
andothertormer Amiga pioneers, also 
wrotecuslom VideoPiace applications 
for a magician in Denmark. One of 
these applications could respond to 
facial expressions, and was used to 
allow a band of quadnplegics to per- 
fomi music on Danish television. A 
lady in f^assachuselts is currently 
authoring her own custom vrrlual envi- 
ronments on LIVE!. 

Then there is Carei Strucker, the 
actor/di rector who plays Lurch in the 
Addams Family movies, Deana Troy's 
mother's butler in Star Trek:TNG. and 
the pawnbroker in Babylon 5, plus 
many roles, Carol isalso aCyberScape 
author, I mentioned his turnkey 

VideoPiace application for physi- 



callherapisls in lastyear's report. That 
system was shown at the Cal State 
Long Beach campus late in 1994 to a 
packed seminar hall, 

II is now undergoing further devel- 
opment at NASA's Cape Canaveral 



patent every kind of circuit they could 
think of. just to grab a lock on the 
industry when it reaHy started mov- 
ing.) 

How is it That products like the 
Amiga or VideoPiace don't lake over 
the mari^et. while junk like Microsoft 
DOS, Windows, orexpensive and slow 
Head Mounted Display VR systems 
do? Here's a clue, I spoke with Linda 
Jacobson, one of the prominent VB 
personalities and a speaker at VR95. 
who recently published her Garage 
Virtual Reality feictbook. 

In GVR, Linda Jacobson barely 
mentions VideoPiace and implies Ihal 
it is e)tpensive and difficult to use, with 
limited application. At her VR95 GVR 
seminar she claimed that VideoPiace 
cost a minimum $15,000 to get into. 
Yet when I cornered her on the sub- 
ject, it was clear that she was quite 
famrliar witfi the current VideoPiace 
market. ir>cluding CyberScape, which 
at S245 IS used by Nickelodeon on 
prime time chiWren's TV, at NASA, 
and at installations all over the U.S. 
supplied by Dean Fned man's In Video 




Staaa Wyshln%hyt "Cootett thing" 

shuttle facility, where Louise 
Kleba (KLEBAL @ MONTAGE 
SKI.KSC.NASA.GOV), who mns the 
payioad programming team for the 
space shuttle, is building in robotics 
capabilities to CyberScape. 

CyberScape has a lot of unique 
capabilities, such as combining up (o 
two power gloves with ihe VideoPlace. 
In addition, Joe Shen gives you the 
complete source code and invites other 
programmers to add in capabilities as 
they need them. The biggest Cyber- 
Scape drawback is that Ihe manual is 
really very poor. You have lo learn 
how to program it by the trial and error 
method, and there is no authoring 
interlace You write scripts and then 
lest ttiem. 

The Vivid Group also t^ad a project 
going at one point with the Canadian 
govemment lo create a Mandala ap- 
plication (o allow the disabled to con- 
trol their homes. This was one of hun- 
dreds of prototypes developed by them , 
(It is like the eariy radio days, when 
Motorola. Philco. RCA. etc. hired 
hundred of engineers lo design and 

A new Mandala arcade game screen. 



poking around htkh mmeooeis bttin. 

(914 736-3600). or his competitor. 
Amusatronics (718 268-4411). 

So here is Linda Jacobson, advis- 
ing people in GVR to spend all kinds ot 
etforiH lime and money lo build fairiy 
expensive VR systems out ohndusiry 
discards, while farling to cover inex- 



pensive tech no logy that works I Why? 
I asked her.,.. Because it's not avail- 
able on a PC or a Mac. SO WHAT? 

Similarly, foryears here in the U.S.. 
reviews of products would appear in 
local newspapers and magazines, 
covering the Mac and PC, wilhoulever 
mentioning the otlen superior Amiga 
version. Or worse, providing totally 
misleading information about Amiga 
products. Why? Because Commodore 
wasn't buying ad space, wasn't invit- 
ing Ihe press people to expensive res- 
laurants.andth&rpress agency wasn't 
getting the press releases on-line? 
We, the users, sold the Amiga here, 
not Commodore. 

While I didn't see that much really 
new stuff o( interest at VR95f I did 
attend the Electronic Entertainment 
Expo here in L.A. and tour the Virtual 
World system in Newport Beach. 

The EEE was jamming Booths 
fromalllhemajorgaming players were 
enormousmufti-iaceted areas ttiattook 
minutes just to walk past. The 3DO/ 
Panasonic area was hot. 

Virtual World, which is all over the 
globe now, has developed a strong 
cult following with BanieTech and the 
Mars colony simulations. 

Opportunity 

Both tne LIVE' board and CyberScape 
got some major recent press cover- 
age in the U,S, When I got back from 
VR95 a call was on my machine from 
a friend, who was looking for LIVE! 
boards for his customers. One of the 
smaller mail order suppliers of used 
Amrga hardware advertised a LIVE! 
board and got hundreds of calls. They 
now have back orders for tons of them, 
Iftheyevergetanotherone Andihere 
is a PAL LIVE! board, although the 
NTSC one can be made to work on 
PAL Meanwhile another friend is 
sitting on about 30 orders because he 
doesn't presently have Ihe S15hOOO 
capital he needs to build the boards. 
This lack of capital was due to the bng 
period ot time before the market be- 
gan towake up, so noorders are being 
filled. If anyone wants to buy into a 
really hot martlet, this might be the 
opportunity of a lifetime. VR is defi- 
nitely The Next Big Thing, AUI 




AUI Hard Copy 








A Directory of 
Electronic Mail 



The latest, the fourth, edition of this 
hefty tome now stretches to about 
650 pages between two soft cov- 
ers. Primarily targeted at network 
administrators, the Directory con- 
tains detail of networks worldwide. 
From Argentina to Zimbabwe, the 
Directory describes in detail what 
networks are in operation, and how 
to access them with email. 

The slim User Introduction gives 
valuable information on how to 
address your mail, details on dom- 
ains and sub-domains, plus mes- 
sage formats. The main body of 
the book is devoted to the com- 
mercial networks and their staff. 

The most familiar to our readers 
would be Compuserven Demon, 
and Fidonet. The least familiar 
probably being LEARN - Lanka 
Educational and Research Net- 
work. That's it, A very handy book 
when you need it, and cheap too, 
but one that you could probably 
live without. 



David Ward reviews two handbooks 
for the Superhighway Surfer. 
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Price: E7,50 
Authors; DonnaTyn 
Frey 3. Rick Adams 



The WorldWideWeb 
Handbook 

Half as many pages, but three 
times the price of the above Dir- 
ectory, the WorldWideWeb Han- 
dbook is descnbed as a guide for 
authors, publishers, and users of 
HTML - the HyperTexl Mark-up lan- 
guage. 

The book is divided up into three 
sections. The first deals with get- 
ting onto the Net. Whal equipment 
you need, software, and the vari- 
ous types of 'lies you will en- 
counter once connected. 

The second section covers the 
different types of Web browsers 
available for a variety of machines, 
including the Amiga, while the last 
section tells you how to create 
pages in HTML lor publishing on 
the Web. 

This would be a useful book for 



anyone interested in getting not 
only onto the Web. but also into 
creating hypermedia documents 
for distribution via other means ■ 
CD-ROM, for instance. HTML Is 
now such a universal standard 
that proprietary search/text eng- 
ines on CDs could become a thing 
of the past. The day's of the plal- 
form specific CD encyclopedia are 
numbered. 
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INFO 



Price: £24.95 
Authors: Peter Fiynn 
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COLOUR PRrNTER RIBBONS & RELOADS 



NOMOREBANDINQ 

SOMORE^MfTTTLlMS! 
COLOUR GRAPHICS UKE 
YOU VE NEVER SEEN BEFORE 

^t-^ M s trae tfe Hw Hdb 3 will nvn bvhilnt 
jf^ whUt HV Uljlfl Afl AiU ■ Bn^A I 

^'HlvTnrti' fi-nliirr^trvlwir-- 

t LJ4Luxi\l L^^cn^l rof fiKtuit cnhATLETincm t ^rin3 vrtl^ht 
prndrd *SelKtn^[nbcprmtrd trj^crnml tGihMtfi 
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Just Uk4' the top off. take out the M libbon 
new one. Hull inslriMlitiii?. supplied. 

Complete 
ribbon 
Gtij«n Swift/ ABC/224 £11.95 

PanarfmicKXP2323/212'1/2lS0 ff,99 
Panasonic KXi*2l 35 £9-99 

SUr LCOT 9 pin £9^ 

SUt LC24-HI/20/2IW £9-63 

StdrLC24-3ll/LC240 £aW 

biHk(»shrtSL95 £12,99 



KJET REFIL 



ai^d rcltud il with a 
One Fixe 
£6.99 £29,95 



£6 99 
£6.99 
£5.99 
£6,99 
C4.99 
G9.99 



G29.95 
£29.^ 

t23.<^5 
£29.95 
£19.99 

£29.95 



A 



MISCELL A MEOUS 



\''"..<cHMBe. 



i3W 



"ntfrSand. 



Jim 



}y dak. driDins, kil- 



jm 



Jim 



^iDOp lockjt^ 35 di:4Lbox . 



m^ 



For: HP DESKIF.T 500. 510. 520, 550, 50Gt. 5W>C, 560C, 
EPSON STYLUS SOD. 1000. CANON BUBBLEJETBC-OI, 
BJI0E/EX/5\, BCO:, iJJ200, BJ130, BJ300. Bi330. 
CANON BJC 600, BJC 4000 

20 Ri'filJ Kit 120ml pun> black X16.99 

EPSON STYLUS four refills 120ml pure Wdtk £16.99 

EPSON STYLUS TRICOLOUR refill. 2 refilb of 

r?llaw, maj^enid & cy^n ISOml —,-——,-—,„-,-. ,..£24,99 
TVETTl iri.SO, 250, 350. CITIZEN PKOJET, 

6 Refill Kit 120ml pure bbck „ ^6.99 

Print Hodd Recovtrv Fluid (or vinblocWing 

no2/l« -'- £5.95 

TRICOLOUR REFILL KITS FOR H.P. DESKJET RANGE 
Cjnon BJCeOO, BJC4000 etc, 10 RefiUs oi Yellow, 

M.iK<.-nt.) St Cyan 180ml „ _ £24.99 

tmpiirtaiti: P]ease std(c> tvpe when orderiri}^- 



How loorrfer Encl*v;e *:heqye*/PO made p^vabie (o; CARE ELECTRONICS or uw Acce^s/Vltj 

CARE ELECTRONICS 

DeplAMC. 15 Holland Gardens, Garston. Watford, Herts, WD2 6JN, Fax: 01923 672102 

^ ORDER LINE ON 01923 894064 



ALL PRICES INCLLDE VAT \N I) C \HKIAGE 




SPECIAL RE-INK 



¥0: Panasonic 1060/81. 1124, 1180, 2123, 31^, Slai 
LC200 9 Pin. Epson LQIOO, OLi 182/390. Black 
bottle v^-ill re-inlt \m ribbon?, .£9.95 



BLACK PRINTER RIBBON REIOADS 



[ust take the top oH, take out Uie old ribbon and 
reload it with a nevi' one. 

Citizen S^^^ft/ABC/120D5blad reloads £9.99 

Epn FX80/LQ800 Range 5black reloads £11.95 

Seikoshal900/2400/SL9^5blackn?loads £9.99 

StarLC10/20/1005black reloads -..™^...i4.99 

Star LC24 Range 5 black reloads £9.99 

Star La4-30/La40 5 black reloads £14,99 



T-SHIRT PRINTING RIBBONS 

1'lfJS.I i»\^ FORMAL PVriR rU0\O\ T-J.IURT 



4ColourCitizenS^-i/tyABC/240 „. 

4 Colour Citizen Swift (Reload) — 

4ColourStarLC10 „ „ 

4 Colour Star LC2009 Pin ...._ 

4 Colour Star LC20G 9 Pin (Rdoad) _ 
4 CoJour Star LC200 24 Pin 



4 CiAouT Star 24 Pin (Reload) 

I C-.-»](Mjr Star LClO ....^ 

1 C<Joiir Star U:200 <* Pin 

I Colour flit SUt 24 Pin 

1 Colour Epson FX8O/LQ4O0/MX8O 

I Colour Epson U80 

1 Colour Epson FXlOO 

1 Colour Panas^inic KXP 1080 

Wide range of other ribtx)ns available. 



£19.99 

.£9.99 

£12.99 

£7.99 

£19.99 

£9.99 

xVlW 

£9.95 

£9-99 

£9.99 

. £9-99 





HiQ Limited 



The Storage and System Design Specialist 



Tel +44 (0)181 909 2092 
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Multimedia PowerStation options for all Amigas 





I 



'<>>>>>>>>:-^ai^-; 



PowerStation Specifications 

1, 200 Wati power supply for complele Power SysToms. 

2, Good looking hi9h qualilv sieel conslruction. 

3. Five drive bays. Various mounring con fig u rati ons. 

4. IdeaT monitor siand and cables slide underneath. 

5 High Speed Squirrel SCSI? mterface from Hisoh. 

6 Dual speedn hrghly CD32 compatible CD-Rom drive. 
7- Power and Herd Drive LED's- 

8. Future expansion poisniJaL 

9, Low cost vi/hen compared io single drivs esses. 
lO.MiK CDRorri and Amiga audio outputs thru spealiars. 
11, Computer speed indicator, 2 speed switchabFo 
12.00ES NOT VOID WARRAMY. 

Rave reviews in all Magazines 




PowerStation Pack Prices 

Includes 2x SCSI CDRom + 

Squirrel 
Desktop Version £299.95 

Tower Version £329.99 

Carriage £12,50 






PowerStation Case Prices 

Includes Internal Audio & SCSI 

Cables 
Desktop Version £99.95 

Tower Version £129.95 

Carriage £12.50 



The Greatest Drive 
Since the Model T Ford 





Well the wail is over and the future has arrived in 
Ihe shape of the new Panasonic PO System SCSI 
Optical dnve. This unit is a Hy&nd 650mb, Quad 
speed CD-ROM and C^lical ReaOWnre system. 
{Yes. you did read that correct') 
Now you can read all of your Javourrie CD Tiiles at 
over 600kb per second and by purcnasmg the low 
cos! 650mb carindges you have 650mp of storage 
space always on the line just like a conveniional 
hard drive. ■ 



fUmited Supply! 

Internal Drive Unit 
650mb Cartridge 
External Case 




£599.95 inc Vat 
£49-95 inc Vat 
£59-95 Inc Vat 




Samsung New ''M" Range Monitors 




The new Samsung "M' Range monitors are 
only for the serious Amiga User They work 
at atxjve the frequency range of the Amfgas 
£0 you need to run fn Double Pal mode, but 
the display is the best you will see from the 
largest monitor maker in the wofldl 

15" does not support DBLPal 
15"Gle £329.95 15" Gil E399.95 

17" supports DBLPal 
17- Gil C649.95 17"Glsi £749.95 

P&P £12,50 

Soon to be made 
in the UK 




SCU fnUrhKt 



fjcetj wc j.-iy wore rSJ 95 -P^p 



Quad Speed versus Duat Spwd (SCSI) CDROM drivea 

Q. Is Quad Speed Ihe Future? 

A. No. around ihe comer are tftenew multl Gigabyte CDRom drives, 

Q. Is tt>e extra speed useful 

A, In some circumstances, but most CDRoma developed Io run In Dual 

speed. 
Q. What about very high quality video J-SOOkb I sec. 
A. Yes. 1 5 minutes vyorlh. AU Video setup for 1 50kb/a tor 70 minuteft, 
O. Wtial do HIQ ^now about it anyway? 
A, See the Mullif^dla CDRoms we develop for companies like Samsung. 



!! HiQ STAR BUYS !! 

A1200 420mblDE 
Only £124.95 

A 1200 850mb IDE\ 
Only £179.95 

All drives lormaiicd, and Magic Wc^rklKiKh plus PD 
Software installed. Free Huing lor jiersonal callers. 

A1200 Cable Pack £20.00 

Hi>M & Packine £7 iCityl.ink^ 

SCSI 3.5" Drives 

Quantum 540mb FireBall £179,95 

Quantum 730mb Lightning £229.95 

Micropolis 2,1gb AV drive £829.95 



Coming Very Soon 

Full blown S'Video quality digital 

Video Recording, Editing and 
Playback system for PowerStation 

users only. 

Features: 

Digital SVHS/Comp recording 

Encoded SVHS/Comp Video Output 

Full Digital Video Editing software includes 

many high quality DVE effects 

Upgrades Processing power 

16 bit Audio recording and Playback 

Includes Mpeg playback facility 

Mpeg file creation software included 

1024 X 768 16bit colour display 

Add Panasonic PD drive for instant studio. 

Prices from approximately CI ,500.00 



Hi-Fi Quality Active Stereo Speakers 

(Suits all Amigas) 
Specifications: 

1 . SOwatt Active Storeo 

2. Built in Amplifier. 

3. Colour matched. 

4. Volume. Bass and Treble. 

5. Excellent Bass Response- 

Price Only £39.95 P&P £7.00 





All Prices Include Vat 

HiQ Ltd, Gable End. 2 The Square, Hockcliffe, Bedfordshire LU7 9NB 
EMail address:- CompuServe 100432,711 • Internet:- steve@hJqltd.demon.co.uk 



VISA 



^V 



FAX OI525 2I1328 



t~s4*0Tn Magazinp 



MAN FROM ESCOM PERF 

HE PULLS fflGH-SPEC, LOW PRICE PACKAGE OUT OF A HAT 



*-Tust like that", the Man from ESCUM 
(J has launched Ihe Kuperb AMIGA 1200 
'MAGIC PACK" In ESCOM slores throughoiH 
(he UK. And at such an amazingl.v low prk<e, 
Ihe UK's favourite home computer has never 
been so atlractive- 

Uuiuilcd ^vilh this ;J2-Bit wunder machine is 
an lmpr«BBive array of software, showing: <»fr 
llB capabililins to the full. "Those with arlislic 
flair will love, "I'ersonal Paiiil' atid 'Pholoffenics'- 
The business minded are spoilt for ehoice 
wHh a complete business packuge, and games 
fans ran gel to urips with llie fanlaHtic 'Pinball 
mania' and "Whizz"," 

So. It looks like your local ESCOM slore 
and the At200 "MAGiC PACK" offer the 
eompieU' multimedia experience. Now that. 
as they say, is magic! 




FEATURES OF VIRTUAL 
REALITY^INCLUDE:_ 

■ Compaijbli' with any standard video 
output " Capable uf displaying 2D and !JD 
video, PC games, movies and television 

■ Stereo sound Hi-fi quality ■ Sold with 
an installation and a demoiislralion video 
lape plus a free bundle of the to best dU 
games ■ Lighlweigh: for comfort 



VIRTUAL^ 
REALITY ONE 

VIDEO ONL^ \tRSIO>J 

■\ideooiilj-bulwiihT\" 
and video eompatibUities 

■240 ^nmmes 




£499 



VIRTUAL 
ilEALITY TWO 



.00 

+VAT 



t580.33 

inc. VAT 



PC VERSION 



PC Version 
'-iSO grammes 



£799 




+VAT 



S938.83 

InrVAT 



VSIh.^ 



^^ 



AMIGA MAGIC PACK 



niH-\ t-l 



AMIGA 7^00' 



tn 



.* 1 



ItHIiHU 



m 



\MM.\ 



^ 





X'K'm^ 




I Amiga A12UII ■ I Two Hutlon .Mouse 
I Power Supply ■ Workbench ■ Kickstart 3J 
;i User Manuals. 

Software Dundle includes 

■ Digila Wordsworth 4SE 

■ Wi>rdsworlh Print Manager 

■ Digila Organiser ■ Digila 
Datnstore ■ Photogenics 

t.2SK ■ Personal Palm ti.4 
■ Turhocalc 3.5 ■ Whixz 
Pinball Mania 






■iSS 



+VAT 



£398.33 

inc. VAT 



WOULD YOU CREDIT IT? 
MORE WAYS TO PAY. 

Make pun^ha.'iiijn frnm ivSCOM e\^n t'dsU*r wiih cjur new Chargetard. Vour t-ard 
uaiqiie custumer number ghen you prii»ril> s4-n1c4? wiih flexlbte ifrms. 
allQwingyou 10 make pHs-menis frum /in Jiuk- a* ^11* per month. Ywu'l! also 
n'«?i\'e munlhly fiijilpmenis, kpepinK yrni up lo date on jT^ur repayments, 
and acwss (o our free aihi. iin?i| bvlpUne, 

tbrfurLherdotaiUabiiuian ESC'UM L'luu^ix-iird, cull Into your local sionv 
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THE EASY WAY TO CHOOSE A PC 



OPENING TIMES 



MON-FRI 9.30am-t>JH»pm, THUKS H.^tOam-H.Wpm, SAT U.(K»am'5.^0pm 

DpeninjE llmi>N may vflT>' (ntm hlcirv Ut Kinre. 
Chech your Im^oJ qtoro l<>r dt-iullri w phone Iho lnformail<in Hotline on: 0990 1 008K8 

Ohrit K WOKLI) 0}M:\!\ti M(»LKS 
MON-FHE H.OOum-S.QOpm, SAT 9. 00am -£. 00pm. SUN 10.30Hm-l.:iflpm 

ESCON UK LTD,. 3 RIVERSIDE WAT, RIVERSIDE BUSINESS PARK. IRVINE KAIL 5DJ. 
TEL 01294 2ZZ6O0 FAX: 01794 Z232O0 ftcgntarM .n ^oftvid Ae« No 137446 
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AUI Test Drive 














At first glance there is no 
apparent change to the 
software since its first 
mcarnation in 1994, 
The manual has shrunk, but 
where are the real improvements? 
First, you should know what Ter- 
mite actually does m case you are 
not familiar with the software. 

Termite is a communications 
package designed to allow you 
to connect your modem-equipped 
Amiga to the numerous bulletin 
board services (BBSs) and rn/or- 
mation providers. A Commodore 
(or should thai be Escom now) 
Installer painlessly copies the 
required files from the master disk 
to your hard drive or floppy dtsk 
copy. 

Now all you have to do is con- 
figure the software to run your 
modem. The manual takes you 
through a 'Quick Start" procedure 
in which you define the settings 
and paths, and enter the numbers 
you wish to call in the phonebook'. 
Setting up is quite easy, but for the 
beginner the most difficult part is 
who to call first. Amiga bulletin 
boards don't seem to advertise. 

Technical bits 

Termite can handle baud rates 
from 300 up to the latest and 
fastest 28 8. The faster the mo- 
dem, the faster your Amiga has to 
keep up to provide it supplied with 
enough data, A basic 68000 
machine, or a 1200 with no fast 
RAM. can manage 19,200 (double 
9600), while an accelerated mac- 
hine will quite happily operate at 
57,600 - enough to run a 28 8. 
Multi-tasking and the number of 
colours on screen will also affect 
data Transfer rates, and this is 
often forgotten. 

Once you have your phone 
numbers you can store them in the 
phonebook and add them to the 
Dial pull-down menu. Settings can 
be customised for each number - 
one BBS may use different proto- 
cols to another - and Termite can 
be made to remember them. 



David Ward test drives an important 

communications pacicag e 

that has been given some 

handy improvements. 
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Protocols bandied include X & 
YMODEM and the practically 
default standard ZMODEM, Ext- 
ernal ones, like XEM and XPR, are 
also supported. 

Logging-on scripts can be ere- 
ated along with macros, but up- 
gradefs to v1.1 will find that thetr 
vl,Oscnpts are no longer vaiid. 

New to 1.1 

Although vl.O had a button bar 
capabilityn the new version of 
Termite now gives you a chance to 
change the path to the button set- 
tings. Other additions include the 
ability to select RIP in ihe Pafette 
Prefs for RIP BBSs and a check 
box so that you can ignore serial 
error messages. 

Every time there is a new line 
your Amiga has to redraw the 
screen. Obviously this slows things 
down when lots of new lines are 
arriving quickly. So another new 
option is jump scroll. When data is 
coming in very fast to the screen, 
the arriving text can be buffered 



and the screen updated several 
lines at a tfme. This comes highly 
recommended and is the best and 
fastest way to operate. 



The useful "monitor" option has 
been moved trom the Dialer (sic) 
window to modem settings. This is 
a facility that allows you to see 
which sthngs are being sent to the 
modem so that incorrect initializa- 
tion commands can be spotted. 

The Transfer Settings window 
has been extended to include 
ZMODEM options: Auto Up/Down 
load, keep partial files, and 
resume. These last two are handy 
when you are downloading text 
files and for some reason you get 
disconnected, you then don't lose 
everything. Resume will append 
the lost data to the already saved 
file when connection is re-estab- 
lished. 

Frame and buffer sizes are also 
set here. The first affects the speed 
of your data transfers, mainly for 




Termltt allowt oMy ott-llrt» conn^cttcft- 

slovwer modems, while the second 
determines how much data will be 
stored in ram before being saved. 

Conclusion 

We have been using Termite vl.O 
successfully here al AUI for many 
months now with no cause (or 
complaint. Upgrading was incon- 
venient with regard to our previ- 
ously defined scripts, but that was 
soon overcome. 

The extra options, especially 
with regard lo ZMGDEfvl, came in 
very handy. AUi 

Amiga BBS numbers: 



01 for Amiga 
Junction 9 



0171 3771358 
01372 271000 
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Landscape - The chill-out channel' 

One of the most ongmat channels available exclusively on cable is the 
Landscape Channei. Al first glance it looks like the kind of footage ter- 
restnal TV channels use instead of a testcard to fill dead air time 

betvk'een programmes ■ swooping panoramic views of seagulls against 
a sunset in Cornwall, Of meditative shots of a hot-air balloon floating 
over Bath, to the soothing strains of classical music. After a while 
though, you realise that these are the channel's programmes. 

The Landscape Channel consists entirely of pleasant film of nature 
and countryside from around the world, with no adverts and no voice- 
over, just classical music. Shez Hamill. Marketing Director at Sussex- 
based Landscape, spoke to AUI about svbere this novel concept in TV 
came from and what plans they have- 
Though Landscape is now only available on cabie. it was conceived 
ten years ago as a channel for the Astra satellite. In 1985 MTV and other 
pop music channels were thriving in the US and elsewhere, and were 
just starling their astonishing growth in Britain and Europe. 

However classical music, which accounts for something like 20'^o of 
the recorded music market, had practically no outlet on television. The 
designers of L-andscape reasoned that with all ihe new TV channels 
becoming available through satellite and cable technology there was a 
place for a new classical music based channel. They also felt thai a lot 
of people wouid welcome an alternative to the accelerated pace, infor- 
mation over-load, and flashy effects ot most TV channels. Something to 
wind-down to, rather than be stressed by; a kind of relaxation channel. 
With these ideas in mind they set about taking gentle pieces of clas- 
sical music and putting images to them. As Shez Hamill put It: "Mozart 
isn't around any more fo make videos for his music", so the Landscape 
crew do their best to make fiJms thai complement the classical music 
soundtracks. 

The emphasis is on quality; the Senior Producer, Mike Appleton, 



used to produce The Old Grey WhistJe Test and other quality music pro- 
grammes at Ihe BBC- He makes sure that the Landscape camera oper- 
ators, in-house and freelance, always use film and never video. 

The resulls are usually edited in-house al their own production suite. 
The style of the programmes, which are more like extended music 
videos, is thoughtful. They are often based around one scene or natural 
feature, exploring and meditating on the image. "Not Itke some of our 
imitators" says Hamill, disdainfully, "who often jerk insensitively from one 
image or theme to another, haywire." 



LANDSCAPE 



To date the Landscape recipe of high-quality, well-produced films of 
nature lo a classical soundtrack, has been a considerable success - 
over 70% of UK cable operators now carry the channel. As there is no 
voice-over. the content can be sold unchanged to foreign-language 
cable and satellite channels, which is one of Landscape's fastest grow- 
ing markets. With such an apparently successful formula, is there any 
reason to change'^ Recent market research suggests there might be. 

Late-night Chilling Station? 

Along with their growing popularity. Landscape have recently faced an 
unexpected drop in the average age of viewers. The channel was 
always aimed at a more mature age-group than pop music channels like 
The Box or MTV, but in the last year or so surveys have shown that large 
numbers ol young people have been tuning in, especially on Friday and 
Saturday nights. HamiM attributes this new audience to clubbers, turning 
to Landscape as an 'ambiental' channel to retax to when they come 
home after a night ouL The channei is "not discouraging that image", so 
does this mean that Landscape might change the style of some of its 
programming to cater specifically for Ihis new found youth audience. 
Perhaps playing electronic ambiental music as well as classical? 

At present it is difficult, according to Hamill, because Landscape pro- 
vide Iheif channel to cable operators on tape, so they have no control 
over what time what is broadcast. With the channel boom expected in 
the next year or sOh when new digital -formal broadcasting takes off, they 
are hoping to gel their own live digital feed to salelhle or cable. Once 
they are broadcasting live, then, yes, they would like lo make pro- 
grammes especially for this late-night audience. 

If Landscape do make the big step of including computer video 
effects and electronic chill-out music in iheir films, it wil) be interesling to 
see if they use the Amiga. Already used for making graphics effects 
demos, creating electronic visuals in clubs around the country, and with 
so many cable stations already using live feeds from Amigas for local 
information, it would be a small Step to broadcasting ambiental Amiga 
visuals live. 

For more information cailThG Landscape Channel 01424 830 688 
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CaBTb on line - High-Speed Cable 
Internet links to the Home 

CableTel are one of the top five big cable companies in the UK. This 
summer they became one of Ihe first cable companies to also provide 

internet access. 

Initially their Internet operation, cafled Cable On-line, will operate 
more or less independently as a standard Internet service provider, In 
this growing, lucrative market. CaWe On-line plan to install over seventy 
points ol presence (or 'pops', the local sen/ers you can dial-up with a 
modem to connect to the Internet) around the country. These will offer 
standard dial-up access to the Internet, at local call rate, to about 90% 
of the population by mid-1996. 

During in the next two years though, they plan to start integrating their 
Internet provision with their cable operation by offering direct digital high- 
capacity links to the Internet from any home connected to their cable 
telephone network. 

This kind of direct digital cable link to the Internet will be a spoonful 
of veterinary strength tranquilliser in the tea of anyone struggling with a 
28.8K modem on a standard analogue phone line, and impatiently wait- 
ing minutes for a World Wide Web page to load. A dedicated digital 
home cable tink could offer 10 Megabits per second direct Ethernet 
access to the Internet, a two-hundred told increase in speed over today's 
fastest modems. Thfs opens up a plethora of possible new Internet uses, 
like video-letephony, vfdeo-on-demand, and even shared virtual reality 
environments. 

In some areas cable operators already provide high-speed digital 
Ethernet links to businesses, hospitals, local govemmentn and universi- 
ties. In particular Videolron. who run the cable franchises in much of 
London, have extended the UK Internet backbone, SuperJANET. to 
Hammersmith Hospital, Imperial College, and Oueen Charlotte's 
Hospital via a 100 Wegabft/second fibre-optic fink. They also provide pri- 
vate fibre-optic computer networks of up to 2 Megabits/second for 
organisations such as Southwark and Greenwich councils, the Riverside 
Health Authority, and the Hampshire Police Authority. On the consumer- 
level, digital Internet links are a different technical and economfc propo- 



sition. Cable On-line may well be 
the first to provide this kind of 
(ink at a reasonable, 
consumer level prices. 
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Even before then people 
who use the Internet fre- 
quently can often benefit from 
a cable connection. Most cable 
operators now provide telephone 
connection to subscribers as well 
as TV. Several cable companies, like 
Videotron for instance, don't charge any- 
thing for local caMs between subscribers. So if 
you can find an Internet provider with a point of pres- 
ence connected to your local cable telephone net- 
work, you can in theory get free, unlimited dial-up Internet access (once 
you've paid your lee)- 

In practice, for the present at least, most Internet provicfers would 
rather not give you the incentive to use up their valuable modem Imes 
and sen/er processing power all the time, if they don't stand to profit. 
Even CableTel, who nonnally offer subscribers local calls for a fixed 
charge of one and a half pence, won't be giving access to the Internet 
for this rate; they plan to charge a small premium for calls to the their 
Cable On-line Internet servers. Even so, such calls are still significantly 
ctieaper than standard BT. line calls. 

The ideal of free Internet access for all is fltiilsome years off, but with 
direct high-capacity cable access of the kind Cable On-line are currently 
testing, Ihe price per kilobyte of data transferred, at least, looks set lo fall 
drastically. 

For more information, call Cable On-line on 0800 506506 or see Iheir 
Web page at hitp:/ywww,cableoLnel 



Videoway Interactive Television 



The only cable operator m Britain currently offering alJ its suGscnbers an 
interactive TV channel is Videolron with its Videoway system, onginally 
developed by their Canadian company Technically, the level ot interac- 
tivity is limited, but in the past few years their :nteractive programme 
designers have invented some ingenious applications. 

Essentially the Videoway unit is a very basic computer, more like a 
beeted-up calculator really. It can run very simple games. Doom they 

aren't, which you can play usjng ir^e remote con- 
trol. Card games, for instance, or a very slow ver- 
sion of Pacman. 

The key aspect of Videoway. though, is that 
small amounts of software can be sent along with 
the programmes on the Videoway channei and 
dovwnloaded into the Videoway unit. Thts means 
thai at certain points in an otherwise normal pro- 

Afp.^ 4m>^ u^. wont be gramme, you can be offered an onscreen multiple 
very 'fnpmte<soyir>e games choice of options. and the Videoway unit can 

on V'tlvoway. but ttte avef- . . . 

egc househoKi .^ reposed to remember and act on your response. 
spena itve hourt m week Qn the Videoway Channel Videotron broadcast 
*'"" "" four distinct channels. The most basic application 

of Videoway is simply to allow you to change between channels at cer- 
tain times in the programme. So you have disco dancing programmes, 
with guest dancers, and during a song you can choose between four 
camera angles of the dancer, for instance. Or with a football match 





broadcast on Videoway you can choose 
between three different camera angles, 
and one channel devoted to back- 
ground Information about the players. 
Videotron also plan to extend this capa- 
bility to a live music venue with four 
cameras- 

Slightly more sophisticated are mul- 
tiple choice quiz programmes which let 'nj^'^ct.-. paUM% 
you choose the answer. The unit can register if your choice is right, and 
if so shows you the channel which has the host congratulating you, oth- 
enwise you get consolation and are told the right answer it can also 
remember your score and by the end of the prograrrrme show you the 
appropriate channel which awards you with praise if you have done well, 
or criticises your performance if you haven't. 

A neat and unexpectedly addictive variation of this is interactive 
roulette, which lets you pick one of four stakes al each spin, and calcu- 
lates your winnings as you go along. You can only 
see the channei relevant to your choice of bet, and 
at the end you are shown one of four channelSn 
depending on whether you are won a lot, a little, or 
have lost imaginary on-screen dollars. Though you 
are really only choosing between four channels, 
while the Videoway unit keeps track of a score, the 
illusion of interactivity is surprisingly effective. 




JANUARY 1996 •>*(;/ 




AUI Special Report 



THE OtlOPUS UNDER YOUR FEO 



Interactive TV and the Amiga 

The Amiga has always been the outstanding machine for creating high- 
quality multimedia applications easily and cheaply. Even the humble. 
sub-£100 murtimedia Amiga authoring systems, such as Helm and early 
versions of CanDo, always whitewashed expensiven sioWn and compli- 
cated PC-compatible and Apple Mac rivals like Macromind Director or 
Aulhorware Professional. Despite now bemg sold as a 'mullimedia' 
machine, there is still no multimedia authoring package on the PC to 
touch a premiere Amiga package Uke Scala, This is one reason why 
Scaia, after eight years of developing authoring packages for the Amiga, 
are now porting their software to the PC. Even then it will not have the 

same capabilities. 

In tandem with booming demand for PC-based multimedia in the last 
two years, though, has come a boom in home video production. As it is 
so inexpensive, good-looking, and simpie-to-use. Scala has always 
seemed natural for Amiga users to use fof video production, the creation 
of tJtIes, sub-titles, fades, wipes, and interactive multimedia applications. 




VIOVQ O" Oetrtmfxi. ot ntsi Vtdtc on Demmna - In T/t* pipeilne. 

Now these two strands of technological development, the affordable 
multimedia computer and the affordable video production suite are com- 
ing together And one of the ptaces it is happening first is in cable TV 
studios. Cable TV companies often want to present local community 
information in a multimedia formaT and create graphics, titles and wipes 
for their programmes, as cheaply as possible. With Scala and an Amiga 
this has become possible. This combination is the single most popular 
multimedia Information delivery and video production package amongst 
cable TV stations in the UK. It is also used by over 100 cable stations 
worldwide. 

Now Scala. and others, are looking to lake this development a step 
further by making all the multimedia information available via cable and 
satellite interactive. So tiy sitting at home in front of a TV with the remote 
control, users can bring up exactly the information they want. It follows 
that they will also be able to bring up particular programmes, films, or 
music tracks that they want, too. This is iTV ■ interactive TV, a fusion of 
computer and television. 

The device, or 'set-top box' as it's universally called, which will pro- 
vide interactive TV is to be a kind of hybrid computer It will run interac- 
tive multimedia software, but will be less expensive than a full-blown 
multimedia PC. so that a mass market can afford it. 

Scala are currently doing their best to ensure that the set-lop box of 
the near future will be running Scala software. Barry Thurston. 
Managing Director at Scaia UK, told AUI about Scale's involvement in 
state-of-the-art interactive TV. 

One of the first things Thurston made c^ear was that when it comes 



CONTINUED 

to interactive TV. nobody really knows what is going to happen. There 
are two main problems. One is that none of the broadcasters really 
knows what people at home want out of interactive TV, if anything. And 
the other is that even if they decide to go ahead and deliver interactive 
TV. the gap between what they will probably want to deliver and what 
current technology can feasibly and economically do is enormous. 
Scala are obviously committed to interactive TV, but as far as real cus- 
tomers and the bottom line is concerned, it's a leap into the void. 

So the development of Inter- 
active TV is obviousty risky, but it is 
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also potentially very lucrative and 
Scala have managed to persuade 

some very heavyweight partners to 
join them. These include General 
Instruments, the American com- 
pany who manufacture 65% of all 
cable set-top boxes, and 90% of 
satellite boxes, in the US at the 
moment. GJ. are also world lead- 
ers in digital compression hard- 
ware, of the type used to encipher 
and decipher the digital satellite, 
terrestrial, and cable TV broadcasts 
now being introduced around the 
worid- 

They have been working 
together for the last year or so on a 
cheap set-lop box which will run 
Scala software. Price-wise, the cru- 
cial component of set-top boxes is 
RAM chips, and one of the biggest 
attractions of Scala's software is 
that it can run with less than one 
megabyte of RAM. 

Thurston recounted with wry 
glee the scene at a trial of interac- 
tive TV systems carried out recently 
amongst Amencan broadcasters. 
involving a Scata-based set-top box 
versus a Microsoft system. Micro- 
soft were aiming to wipe out the 
competition with an interactive TV 
system that could njn modularly 
under Windows, supposedly a snip 
at only twice the price of Scafa's 
set-top box. "Now then, how many 
of these Microsoft systems will you 
gentlemen be taking? {slightly awk- 
ward pause),, en. None, thanks". Of 
course, the Scaia- based system 
was more attractive, because price 
and quality are crucial in the race 
for an affordable interactive TV 
technology. With an attractive, pro- 
fessional looking, elegant system like the Scala-G.L set-top box on offer, 
most people are not going to want to pay twice what ts already a con- 
siderable amount of money for a Windows-based alternative, whoever 
the president of the company is. Even If the Scala software was origi- 
nally devefoped on a long-lost freak cousin of the 'normal' computer. 

The Scala-G.l. consortium have already settled a deal with 
PrimeStar, one of America's big satellite broadcasters. PrimeStar are 
one of the first broadcasters in America to adopt digital broadcasting. 
Because of the huge number of channels they can broadcast using dig- 
ital compression - over 150 - the programme guides they broadcast con- 
tain massive amounts of information. A multimedia system like Scala 
provides an interactive, graphical way of presenting and organising this 
Information, so viewers can find out about what programmes they want 
easily. PrimeStar broadcast all the l atest channel information dtgitaliy^i 
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ODUCTIUITY SOFTWARE -- 
Brilliance 2 £59 
DPainr 5 £69 
lma£eFX2£l89 
MediaPoint 3 £299 
Monfaee 24 £299 
Pixel 3D Pro 2 £129 
Animation Workshop 2 £75.99 
Bars & PiP€S Pro 2 £249 
PC Task 3J £69 
MorPfi Pru5£189 
Real 3D v3 £399 
OataChromc £29,99 
DataChromc COLD £49,99' ASK* 
DTV Toolkit £29.99 

SCALA 

SCALA HT100 £49.99 

SCALAnn2n £149 

SCALA ivir<1400 £269 

SCALA ECHO ££100 £149 

SCALA MM400 ECHO ££ 1 00 £395 

MEMORY UPGRADES -« 

A500 2Mb £90 

A500 MeflachiP RAM £ 1 57 

Uiper A1200 Accelerators - ASK 

Wizard Developments ApoMo RAM - ASK 

A1200HARDDCSKS -4 

S0Mb2.S IDE £69 
120Mb 2.5 tD£ £95 
340Mb 2.5 IDE £189 
510Mb 2.5 IDE £299 
8) 0Mb 2,5 ID££SS9 

1 Gb 2.5 IDE £719 

2.5 CABLE & SETUP DISK ADD £7 

2 Cb 3.5 SCSI £659 
4 Cb 3.5 SCSI £1099 
SQUIRREL SCSI C/F ADD £49 r6SJ 
NEW ZIP DRIU£ ' PHONE 
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UIDEO 8c GRAPHICS SOLUTIONS FROM 



r< 



ui § ^ 



5 a o 

O OC 5 



O DC 

UJ CO 



Q S O 

DC ^ > 

o ■* £ 



A 1 200 Magic Pack £389 '"""^Uft, 

A 1 200/ 1 70Mb SCALA Pack £489 
Amiga Ml 438 Multisync 28DP£289 
Amifia Systems to YOUR Spec - CALL 

Rle3SO 'pltone for st full prico list 

IF YOU RE ALREADY A NEW A1200 USER 
PHONE FOR DETAILS OF 

CHROMA'S : 



' DAkAci-^omi 

THE AMAZING NEW AMIGA UTILITY 

DaiaCtirome uses WBS.O Datatypes to enable your 

Paint Packages. Word Processors. Databases, 

Desktop Publishins & Multimedia Programs to load 

JPEG. G(F. PCX. MacPaint & Windows eraPhtcs 

DIRECT - WITH NO NEED TO PRECONCERT! 

WORKS WITH MOST IFF-ONLy PROGRAMS 

LQfib JPECS INTO DPAINT & SCALA 300 

IMPORT MAC GRAPHICS INTO FINAL COPY & WRITER 

ACCESS PCX CUPART WITH PACESETTER 

VIEW CD GIF FILES WITH D0PUS4 

And more - lust think ofll)e possititlities 

DAildCMOmi HD 4. WB3.0 AND ABOVE £29.99 



OTO TOOLKIT 

ENTRYLEUEL UIDEO TITLING & FX 

If youre Just Into video titling with vour Amisa. 

then OTV TOOLKIT is what vou need! 

Use it wtth your tauounte Paint/ Animation packase to produce 

slick wipe effects, cool animated text and movlne titles. 

Complete with manual & disk tutor lor DPaint 4. 

There-s even a FREE help department - Just in case! 

DTU TOOLKIT All Amiflas ■ 2nib« £29.99 



GENLOCKS 

rendale 8S02 tmc TcompositeJ £175 

ret)(]ale 9402 Ts-video) £289 

lolaL1500rcomPositeJ£l?5 

lola L2000 (s^ideo compositej £349 

amttek fusion fcotnpostteJ £99 

GUP G-Lock rs^ideo) £255 

Order ativ fietilock and claim DTU TOOLKIT FOR £ 1 $1 



POWER COMPUTING CD ROM DRIUES 

Ttie best value Atnisa SCSI CD drives around! 

Built-ifi Squirrel PCMCIA/SCSI interface. 

A1200/A600cotnpatib(e 

DouUe-SPeed £199 Quad-speed £299 

order either CD driue with or DTU TOOLKIT oauci-^Oins 

am) deduct £5.00 from total 



A 1 200 PCMCIA-FRIENDLY FASTRAM 

cotnplete witti battery-backed clock 

PCI208 2Mb-£135 4Mb-£185 
order witFi DAUCl-^omE or DTU TOOLKIT 

rom total! 



iTir-PWillMt^Ktli 



NAME 



ADDRESS 



POSTCODE 
ITEM 
ITEM 
ITEM 



TEL 
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the form of structured multimedia files which can be browsed using 
Scala software. The set-top boxes, which are effectively pared-down 
home computers, have the necessary Scata software already stored in 
memory, and can simply load m the latest digital multimedia file as it is 



broadcast. Viewers can then just point and dick their way through the 
channel information as they would wjih any inleraclive multimedia appli- 
cation, iike multimedia CD-ROMs for instance. The channel guide can 
fealure pictures from programmes, reviews, background stories etc. A bit 

like an interactive Radio Times. 

Channel guides are one useful application of Scala multimedia soft- 
ware in set-boxes, but the same technology could in theory be used to 
broadcast fifes of any interactive multimedia infomiation. Any material 
currently available on interactive CD-ROMs could soon be accessible 
via interactive set-top boxes- So educational and entertainment applica- 
tions for instance, could also be broadcast via cable or satellite, if there 
was a demand among vrewers. But just how much multimedia infonna- 
tjon people will want delivered to their homes and what kind is still 
unknown. 

An ex-CBM staffer. Barry Thurston Is still very supportive of the Amiga 
community despite Scala having branched out from their Amiga roots. 
One unique feature of Scala's new "backbone' system is its inter-com- 
patibility - any application written in "backbone' format for one platform 
should work on any other platform njnning the same Scala software. 




ScstM la proven. esBy-lo-utt multimedia authoring software- 



This means that in the future, if set-top boxes running Scala take off, 
Amiga users coutd design multimedia information at home using Scala 
on their Amigas. and then send it directly to cable or satellite companies 
for broadcast on their systems. 

For more information contact Scala 01920 444294 



From clothes shop window to cable 
corporation: One man and his Amiga 

Cabie TV is one area where the Amiga nas nad the chance to stretch 
its multimedia muscles and achieve some sound commercial success. 
Running the world-leading Scala multimedia sotTv/are. the Amiga is now 
the single most successful computer system for delivering multimedia 
information on British Cable TV. At least six of the UK's seventeen big 
cable operators use Scala with Am;gas for their local channel daily pro- 
gramming, plus many independent cable channels. 

Most cable TV companies are trying to get professional-looking, eye- 
catching, and innovative video graphics and multimedia, easily and 
quickly done on a shoestring budget; the kind of market the Amiga was 
made for !ts success on cable is creating opportunities for growing 
numbers of Amiga users to make a living from their skills. And their imag- 
ination and creativity have in turn boosted the reputation of the Amiga 
amongst budding Cable TV channels. 

The career to date ot Roifield Brown is typical of the pioneering suc- 
cess ot the Amiga in Cable TV. In the last three years he has worked 
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freelance for several of the major Cable TV companies, including the 
Cable Corporation and Cable London, as well as several cable channels 
such as the Black Entertainment Television channel. He is now in the 
process of setting up his own company. "Handprint', to create Amiga- 
generated video graphics and multimedia, mainly for cable TV compa- 
nies. He is also training users in Scala and DeluxePainl. He told AUI 
how he has managed single-handedly to carve a career in Cable TV, 
using nothing buT Amigas, 

Brown, now 26. first used Amigas in the late eighties when studying 
video graphics for an Audio-Visual HND at Batley Art School in the 
Midlands. He has never found any reason to use any other kind of com- 
puter since. After finishing art school he then ventured into the clothes 
retail business, with shops in Birmingham and Manchester, and it was 
there that he first began turning his Amiga hobby into a business. By cre- 
ating a basic multimedia sequence on his Amiga using the Scala IC500 
program and DeluxePaint, and putting the monitor in his shop window, 
he had a home-made, eye-catchtng advert he could teave running all 
night long. Soon he was getting more 
interested in programming the adverts on 
the Amiga than he was in the clothes busi- 



The Future 



For the moment, future demand for more 
information services seems to be practi- 
cally infinite, in the next three or four years 
technological advances in digital commu- 
nications and fibre-optic networks seem 
set to fulfil some of this centuiy's futurists' 
dreams. 

^^(R particular. Britain's buddtng local 
cable channels show every sign of becom- 
ing a new, low-budget, but lively cultural 
force. 

However, many people are beginning 
lo reject the vision of an infomiation soci- 
ety in which everyone experiences life, 
and each other, via a cathode ray tube. If 
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ness. He found himself in demand for multimedia 
odd-jobs like designing projections for the now 
famous 'Luvdup' DJs at a local nightclub. Then 
cable channel Identity, now Black Entertainment 
TV. asked him to do an 1denr channel logo for 
them. 

Afler building up his expehence with Scala 
and the Amiga, he eventually managed to get a 
regular job working for the Berkshire-based 
Cable Corporation designing and producing the 
content of their 'Service Station' channel. This 
provides multimedia local community information 
23 hours a dayn as well as their engineering infor- 
mation channel, which provides up-to-date news 
of any engineering problems. For both these 
channels he uses two Amiga 4000/030s running 
Scala, DeluxePainl, and Art Department 
Professional, A Vidi-Amiga 12 is used for digitis- 
ing, and he also uses an A1200 to separately 
create the adverts for the channels. 

He has also designed the multimedia infor- 
matron content for the Camden-based cable 
company. Cable London, on his Amiga and is 
now woricing for Birmingham LIVE, a branch of 
the new LIVE TV cable channel based \n Canary Wharf, The one from 
which Janet Street-Porter recently departed. 

So which tips would Brown give to any Amiga users aspiring to find 
work in the growing Cable TV industry using the Amiga? 

■Just approach cable companies and sell yourself. Look for not so 
obvious opportunities as well. For instance, lots of cable compantes use 
Scala on the Amiga because it's such a flexible and affordable system. 
And they all end up using only about ten of the fifty or so backgrounds 
that come with the Scala package. Especially the grassy one and the 
water one. So some of them would probably welcome new back- 
grounds. And try other outlets which could use multimedia displays like 
art galleries, restaurants, boring places like that, and just sell them the 
concept of multimedia," 

The blossoming British cable industry offers some of the best oppor- 
tunities in years tor Amiga users to use their machines professionally. 
Cable is puncturing the old exclusiven big company, glamorous image of 
TV broadcasting and bringing jt down to earth, within reach of enthusi- 
astic amateurs. And these people are generally open-minded enough to 
use Amigas. 



For more information contact: Boifield Brown, 
HANDPRINT - 01973 371709 



it's true that "information is alienated experi- 
ence" as Jaron Lamer, virtual reality pioneer 
and designer of the virtual reality data glove 
has said, there might soon come a point at 
/j which people become fed up with just 
^ absorbing electronic information from a 
screen and begin to look for other kinds of 
' expenence instead. 

The economic momentum of the informa- 
» tion technology revolution is so great at the 
moment that the future of cable seems 
assured for the next few years at least. In that 
time, changes in telecommunications, the 
structure of the economy, and the nature of 
work may well radically change people's pat- 
tern of life and their viewing habits. In the 
meantime cable is spreading its tentacles 
under the land with yel unpredictable results. 
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echno'bytes,.. AUI rounds 
up the latest in techno 
developments, Can you 
live without them? 



Pre-Paid Cards 



AUi tn a recent issue covered The 
experiment being carried out in 
Swindon, where money had been 
replaced by smart cards. Casio 
have now introduced a pre-paid 
card system on the same basjs as 
an alternative to cash, but m this 
case the cards are not restricted to 
any particular area. 

The Pre-paid card system from 
Casio means customers pre-pay 
an amount o' money and this is 
registered onto a card enabling 
them to use that card to pay lor 
goods and sen/ices at a specific 
lovcation, say at a tennis club. 
Once the card is credited with 
funds, it can be read a1 point of 
sale, in the bar or any other place 
in the club and the amount 



deducted from the total on the 
card. 

Prepaid cards can be used, for 
example at such places as at 
sports clubs, social clubs, squash 
or golf clubs, works canteens and 
schools and Casio are workm^ 



^ The only [ 

A Serious 

"l f aheinative [ 
to cash 




hard to perswuade such organisa- 
tions to take them on. The obvious 
benefits to the clubs and their 
members are in security as the risk 
of theft of cash from both cus- 
tomers and tills is reduced. 

For clubs and organisations 
involved In the cards the benelits 
are in faster transactions and cus- 
tomer loyalty. And, of course, 
plenty of times cards are paid for 
and then lost or not used up com- 
pletely as happens with stamps or, 
phone cards or even travellers 
cheques. The clubs get the benefit 
of such unused amounts. 

Casio have bonus schemes for 
users and companies through 
points systems, prizes and dis- 
counts. 



INFO 



Contact 
Casio Electronics Comparty Ltd.. 
Unit 6. TOOO North Orcutar Road. 
London NW2 2YP 



Say Me, 
Say You 



For people who have sudden ideas 
or remember something important 
at inopportune moments, the 
Voice Organiser, from Apple Tech- 
notogies ■ not the computer com- 
pany - could tie a useful littte gad- 
get- The voice activated Org- 
aniser replaces the need for scrib- 
bled noles which have a habit of 
getting Eost and could also take the 
place of a secretary! (And it^s Lighter 
on your knee.) 

But this neat litle device is more 
than jusi a dictaphone. As a diary, 
it will lell you all the events for the 
day which you have given it at dif- 
ferent limes. As a voice activated 
telephone directory, it will store 400 
telephone numbers and save you 
having to scroll through an elec- 
tronic Of manual directory. 

For example say "Kate Walters" 
(You do know Kate, don't you? 
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Everybody knows Kate!) and it will 
display her home, work, mobile, fax 
numbers and sexual preferences ■ 
weil not the last unless that's infor- 
mation that you have given it, .And 
as a voice activated notepad you 
can tell it. in confidence, those 
amazing ideas as you get them and 
play them back later. 

As soon as you have trained the 




Sptsk to tl of lave - or BpyttJirtg «/■#. 

pocket Sized Voice Organiser to 
recognise your voice you can dis- 
pense with a whole pocket fuil 
of bianes, notebooks and tape 
machines. It wiH won^ for up to a 
year ahead and is multi-imgual. 
(No> *t wont talk back to you in 
Spanish - unless that ees what you 
speak to it. Amigo. 



INFO 



Price E1 49.99 
Contact: 

Apple Technologtes Ltd., 
16 Wil Ian Trading Estale. 

55 Waverley Road, Sale, 

Cheshire, M33 7Ay 



In Car Computer 

For people who have problems 
with map reading in cars such as 
travel sickness or simply can't read 
maps. Philips Routefinder is a 
useful electronic alternative. This 
portable computer can plan any 
road journeys in the British Isles. 
By entering your starting point and 
destination, you can follow the step 
by step inslfuctions on the screen. 
You can specify routes such as 
avoiding motonways or particular 



places along the way. If you 
encounter traffic jams or road- 
works, the Routefinder will instantly 
give new directions from that point. 
By entering data about your car 
and driving habilSn the I6bit 8MHz 
processor will estimate your time of 
arrival, cost of tnp and fuel con- 
sumption. Interestingly, it is being 
brought out under the aegis of the 
Sctence Museum no less. Quite a 
recommendation. 



INFO 



Pnce CI 99,00 

Contact: 

The Science Museum Catalogue, 

Euro way Business Park, 

Swindon. SN5 8SN. 



Multimedia 
Speakers 



Goodmans claim to have designed 
speakers specifically for use with 
multimedia computers and key- 
boards with sound facihlies. How- 
ever, the speakers can also be 
used to broadcast sound from per- 
sonal cassette and CD players, 
radios and TVs. 




SfMMttefi Otslgn^ tor mtilUm^ait. 



The speakers have magnetic 
shielding to protect sensitive com- 
puter equipment from distortion or 
damage. The 2-channef stereo 
amplifier and 20 Watt power output 
multimedia speakers are priced 
£39.95 per pair. 

From most electrical retailers 
such as Comet. 



alt.culture 

Having trouble keeping up with the 
jargon and latest on-line develop- 
ments? alt.culture - the book, lakes 
you through cyberpunk, Internet, 
new age, media viruses, touc- 
heads. TinySex, binocular dyspho- 
ria and the like. With 900 entries 
including Internet addresses, alt. 
culture is an A-Z of the 90s under- 
ground and online dimension. 



INFO 



alt.cullure is by Steven Daly 

and Nathaniel Wice, 

published by 4th Estale and 

available in bookshops. 

Prfce £12.99 

or contact JEM Marketing, 

Little Mead, Cranieigh. 

SuTreyGUesND. 



Prize Winning 
Innovation 

First prize at the Great British 
Innovations and Inventors Fair this 
year has gone To Telerecorder 701 . 
The 701 enables you automatically 
to record all your phone calls with- 
out additional wiring, adaptors or 
phone sockets. 

To install it, you simply place the 
Watsonlinc connector around the 
telephone cable at any convenient 
point along its length. No physical 




contact is made with the cable but 
the stethoscope is claimed to pick 
up every word ot the conversation 
and relay it into the tape recorder. 
Recording is voice activated 
witti auto start/stop. Ft is trans- 
ferrable to any phone and also has 
an ear piece for live call monitoring. 
The Telerecorder is battery or 
mams operated. 



INFO 



Pncef 149.00 

Contact: 

Innovations Information Line. 

Tei: 01793 513946 



IMore Powerful 



Scientists at the University ot St, 
Andrews have developed a mini- 
ture laser small enough to fit in a 
matchbox. The researchers say 
that the laser will be useful for sort- 
ing cells in biomediacai research 
and photographic reproduction. 

The power source of the system 
IS a beam-creating diode laser sim- 
ilar to those used in CD players. 
This powers another laser which 
creates an mtra-red beam. This is 
then reflected within a transparent 
crystal, where it is converted into 
green light (Have you got that or 
do you want to read it again?) The 
minature faser produces 130 milli- 
watts of green light which is 100 
times more powerful than that of 
conventional red laser pointers. 



Electronic 
Photography 

Japanese electronics company. 
Rfcoh has produced a pocket sized 
digital camera that captures an 
image with 410.000 pixels of reso- 
lution. This is comparable to Super 
VHS video. The DC-1 measures 
135mm by 22mm by 76mm and 
weighs only 255g. Price £MO0. 

Casio Computer are also devel- 
oping small digital cameras for 
about half that price, although 
weighing less the Casio offering 
otters only 250,000 pixels ol reso- 
lution. There are at least 10 com- 
panies competing in the digital 
camera mari<et, such as Kodak. 
Nikon and Canon and these 
cameras are beginning to come in 
a wide range of prices and abilities. 

Digital camera technology, 
which hke VHS video is replac- 
ing convent ion at film, has vastly 
improved the images which can 
be manipulated and are easily 



On Iht way !o Kensinglan? TTta Schnce Museum advi39S youtoavoia the U25 today. 
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SCANNER 




NEWItl 
Artec Colour 
~ Scanner 



£399.00 

COMPLEIE WnW CAHD 
CAOfAND SOHWAFE 
TD ewBLE ¥00 TO 
*a5OC0M«CTT0APC 
0RMACKTD6H 
COlFUTSI 

FOR AMIGA 1500 TO 4000 

COMPUTERS WITH SCSI CONTROLLBR 

{A1200 USER PLEASE PHONE). 

EXTERNAL CD ROM(SCSn 

FOR AMIGA A600 & A1200 

WITH FREEIII SQUIRREL INTERFACE 

DOUBLE SPEED £159.00 
QUAD SPEED £239.00 

SIX SPEED £POA 

PORTABLE CD CPOA 
400 DPI 3 BUTTON 
FOR ALL AMIGA COMPUTERS 

£10 
OKTAGON 4008 SCSI CARD 

True SCSI II conlroller for your Amiga 
1500 10 4000. upgradeabie to 8MB using 
Zipp Ram allows you lo connect H-Disk, 
Syquest CD Roms etc. PQQ 00 

MULT1FACE III 

ADDS 2 SERIAL & 1 PARALLEL 

PORT TO ANY AMIGA 1500 TO 

^^ £79.00 

TANDEM IDE 

IDE controller card for your Amiga 1 500 lo 
4000 allows you to connect a CD rom of 
your choice or just another Hard Drive. 

Tandem card Only £69.00 

Tandem card & Double speed CD £169,00 

Tandem cafd & Quad speed CD £199.00 

EXTERNAL FLOPPY £39.95 

AKTVCUCK -AffTl-VIRUSTHRU PORT FGH ALL AMIGAS 

MONITORS 

Basic Colour £189.00 
Microvitek 1438 £259.00 
Microvitek 1440 £399.00 

£319,00 

£599.00 

£POA 



40 



Samsung 15" 
Samsung 17" 
Samsung 20" 



£2150 
£2450 



HARD DRIVES & RAM FOR AMIGA 

-— Nobody Undersells US!!!!! 



AMIGA A600/A500/A500+ 
RAM CARDS 

A600 1 MB Ram £20.00 

A600 1MB Ram & Clock £33.00 

A500+ 1MB Ram £20.00 

A500 l/2MBRam £15.00 

A1200 RAM CARDS 

PCMCIA compatlbis 
(With Clock & FPU socket) 

0MB £49.00 

2MB £109.00 

4MB £159.00 

8MB £279.00 

ZIP RAMS 2MB £99.00 

MEMORY 



Lyv i ERNAL 

SCSI HDISK with 

45WPSU 

FOR ALL AMIQA COMPUTERS 

340MB 
540MB 



850MB 
1GIG 

2/4/9GIG 
SQUIRREL 



£199.00 

£229.00 

£269.00 

£329.00 

EPOA 

£54.00 





30 


64 


72 




Pin 


Pin 


Pin 


1MB 


£25 


£N/A 


£35 


2MB 


£89 


£N/A 


£69 


4MB 


£109 


£199 


£109 


8MB 


£239 


£rvA 


£239 


16MB 


£389 


ZN/A 


£389 


32MB 


£N/A 


ZN/A 


£699 



SPECIAL OFFER 

2.S" DRIVES 

FOR AMIGA AB0(Vt2O0 COMPLETE WFTH 

SOFTWAftE, CABLES 4 INSTRUCT10KS 

32MB £30.00 

60MB E59.00 

80MB £69.00 

120MB £89.00 

340MB £165.00 

510MB £229.00 

eSOMB £429.00 

3^" HARD DRIVES 

IDE SCSI 



FOR ANY AMIGA OR ACCELERATOR CARD 

ACCELERATORS 



270MB 
340MB 
420MB 
540MB 
610MB 
1-GIG 



E79 

£99 

£106 

£139 

£169 

£249 



£99 

£119 

£129 

£169 

£229 

£279 



Viper 68030/28Mhz 0MB 
Viper 68030/40Mhz 0MB 
Viper 6a030/50Mhz 0MB 

FPU 



£119,00100MB ZIP DRIVEE199-00| 
£189.00 ALFA-POWER 



£199.00 



FOR 

120MB 
420MB 
810MB 



Increases the performance of your 
machine when adding these FPU's. 
suitable for all Accelerator & Ram cards i GIG 
for A1 200 and Amiga 4000 Computers 

28Mhz (PLCC) £24.00 
33Mhz (PLCC) £39.00 88MB 

40Mhz(PLCC) £79.00 105MB 

50Mh2 (PGA) £89.00 200MB 

270MB 



WE WANT YOUR BUSINESS!!! 

WE WILL MATCH OR BEAT ANY 

GENUINE QUOTED PRICE. 



DDJSK 
AA500/500+ 

£179.00 
£199,00 
£269.00 
£339.00 

SYQUEST DRIVES 

Int Ext. 

£219 £269 

£229 £279 

£339 £389 

£349 £399 

BOTH THE ZIPP S SYQUEST 

DRIVES NEED SCSI 

CONTROLLER Or^ ALL 
AMIGA COMPUTi^DC 



AMig^ Msigic 9Sicx 



AMIGA A1200 (BASIC UNIT) 
AMIGA A1200 (WITH 65MB HARD DISK) 
AMIGA A1200 (WITH BOMB HARD DISK) 
AMIGA A1200 (WITH 120MB HARD DISK) 
AMIGA A1200 (WITH 170MB HARD DISK) 
AMIGA A1200 (WITH 340MB HARD DISK) 
AMIGA A1200 (WITH 540MB HARD DISK) 
AMIGA A1200 (WITH 850MB HARD DISK) 



£379.00 
£429.00 
£469.00 
£489.00 
£489.00 
£539.00 
£559.00 
£699.00 



AMIGA 

A600 ACCELERATOR 

68020 28MHZ 

UPGRADEABLETO 

8MB RAM 

NIWMLCON040 
60mhz Accelerator for Amiga 1200 



AWIAACD300 

CD ROM 

£159 

BO WATT SPEAKERS 

£39.99 

AWIA SPEAKERS 

£55 



ORDER NOW TO AVOID DISSAPOINTMENT FOR CHRISTMAS 
REFURBISHED AMIGA A4000 030/040 IN STOCK CRO.A 



0MB 
4MB 

dMB 

16MB 
32MB 



£499 
£599 
£699 
£799 





DEUVCnVGMMMn 
PRICES HCUJDE VAT, SUALL COISUKtABLES AND 
SOFTWARE ITEMS UNOERTME VALUE OF e59 PLEASE 
ADO £3 50 P4POTHER ITEMS EXCEPT LASERS. NEXT 
DAV COURIER SERVICE £I0 PER 90>! OFFSHORE AND 
HIGHLANDS PLEASE CALL FOR A QUOTAThON IN ADDi 
ION WE OFFER THE FOLLOWING EXPRESS SERVICES 
iTUHDAV DELIVERY NORMAL RATE PLUS f 15 PER BOX 
MORNJNG. NEXT DAY NORMAL RATE PLUS ElO PER BOX 
E40E PRICES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT 
PRIOR NOTICE- ALL TRADEMARKS ACKNOWLEDGED 





Tel: 01 



1 26 

81 '345- 



Fore 
6000 



Street, Upper Edmon 
Fax: 18 1-345-6868 



TON, London 
E-Mail: g a 



TRADE & EDUCATIONAL 

WELCOME 
PHONE 01 81 345 6573 

ASK FOR DAVID 



ACCESSORIES 

A500 rsTT FLjOPPY DRIVE 

Aaxy\2CX}liY.nJDPRYDPNE £)«i)0 

25- HDtSK GABLE nOflO 

25'TO35'l-DtSKCABLEKrT £15iB 

RVWia-PRI^TEnGAELE ££0) 

AMT^VGAW^iFTOR EISOO 

AMGATRACKBUl £3500 

ALnOJDYSmCKSWriCH £1500 

MGUSEh/lATS £200 

N 1 8 2XA 

stein@dircon.co.uk 
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transmuted over conventional pho- 
ne lines around the world. Some 
makes, such as the Ricoh DC-1h 
can even transmit its images over 
telephone lines to remote comput- 
ers. 

Multimedia systems and net- 
works that combine many ot differ- 
ent kinds of graphical and audio 
data can handle information only in 
digital form. For a wide variety of 
sophisticated devices to share data 
and work together as a system, 
common standards will be neces- 
sary and they aren't yet agreed. 
However, most digital camera dev- 
elopments have taken place in the 
last year and still fiave some way 
to go before the rolls of film 
become obsolete. But it will hap- 
pen, it will happen, you can believe 
us. Does AUi ever gel it wrong? 



Boarding 

the Green 

Bandwagon 

Japan's NEC has taken on board 
environmental issues and has 
developed a technique that inc- 
reases the proportion of recyclable 
matehal on pnnled circuit boards. 
The new machinery NEC have 
developed raises the content of 
recyclable material by 50% and 
enables solder, glass fibre and ep- 
oxy resins to be extracted, in addi- 
tion to the gold and copper that is 
already generally reused. 

The circuit board is healed 
using infra-red radiation and the 
components dismantled. It is then 
pulverised and separated into cop- 
per-rtch powder and a glass fibre 
resin powder The process is exp- 
ected to be operational within three 
years- 



Touch 
Technology 



TTie famed Massachusettes fnstit - 
ute of Technology (MIT) has been 
looking into futuristic high technof- 
ogy living spaces in a project called 
The Living Room of the Future. 

According to Michael Hawley, 
the professor in charge of the pro- 
ject, it will be the first to integrate 
everyday appliances from a vanety 
of manufacturers into a central 
household brain. Hawley hopes to 



accomplish this without cabling, 
with wireless technology. 

The goals of the project are to 
increase the safety, comfort and 
convenience of everyday living. It 
involves a wide variety of new lech- 
notoQfes including multimedia and 
voice command- Hawley is aiming 
to run the living space project at 
the sound of a specific word or 
gesture. Microwaves ovens will be 
activated, computers and televi- 
sions will turn off and on at the lift 
of a hand and door handles will 
recognise the owners touch, 

The key to this futuristic way of 
living will be through a centralised 
camera which Hawley hopes will 
one day recognise jndividuals as 
they walk through the room. 

Even more advanced is the 
computerised medical monitor that 
would relay your body temperature 
and stress levels lo the house com- 
puter. "For instance if you come in 
from a jog and you're heated up, 
the air conditioning would drop 
lower, and if your stress levels are 
rising, the room might dim the 
lights slowly and soften the music" 
said Hawley, 

But doesn't that beg the ques- 
tion, *'WhaI happens if there are 
several people - or only two - and 
they have different tastes in heat 
(or only one of them has no clothes 
on!)?" How does the house know 
which temeperalure to go lor? 
Sound like not so much a recipe for 
an effeonless future but a house 
with a nervous breakdown. 



SPEA's 64 Bit 
Accelerator 

The PC continues to advance as a 
tool for graphics and multimedia 
production, SPEA now have a V7- 
Mirage Video TV which they say 
combines a 64-bit graphics accel- 
erator with a TV tuner, allowing live 
video input to be monitored m a 
scalable window while the user 
works in other applicaHons, 

The Mirage Video TV supports 
video scaling and MPEG-1 hard- 
ware playback and is intended for 
both home and multimedia app- 
lications. It allows a PC to be 
upgraded to multimedia MPC3 
specifications for VideoCD play- 
back, interactive video games, 
multimedia presentationSn interac- 
tive educational systems and mul- 
timedia infofmation and sales ter- 
minals. 

(Why isn't the Amiga doing all 
this? It could if Amiga Technologies 
got its skates onl) 

The V7 IS equipped with the S3 



Trio64V+ graphics and video 
processor and has 2MB EDO 
DRAM. It offers resolutions up to 
1280 X 1024 at B5Hz, or TrueColor 
up to 800 X 600 resolution at 75Hz 
along with scaling of digital video 
such as MPEG or Video for 
Windows. 

External video sources like 
video recorders can be connected 
via a live video input at resolutions 
from 16 X 16 up to 1024 x 768. full 
screen or in a window, at 25 frames 
per second UK PAL formal, or 
30fps NTSC, The PAL TV tuner 
allows aerial or cabfe TV connec- 
tion, with Videotex! on frequencies 
from 48.25 - 855.25 MHz. 

The Mirage Video TV is also 
available without the TV tuner as 
the Mirage Video, for those who 
just want 64 bit graphics, video 
scaling and an option on the MPEG 
decoder- (And don't we all?) 
SPEA's realtime video digitizer 
CRUNCH IT, can be connected 
directly to the Mirage Video cards 
using the SPEA Movie-Bus for pro- 
ducing digital and MPEG-1 videos. 

The PCI bus Mirage Video TV 
costs £260.00 and the Mirage 
Video £190,00. The MPEG de- 
coder costs £. 100-00 extra- 



^_ 
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Contact; 
SPEA Software. 

Tel: 01844 261886. 



Fire Monitor 

Firefly, an aptly named Swedish 
company has developed a device 
to combat industrial fires or explo- 
sions triggered by hot particles or 
sparks often caused by friction on 
production lines. 

The device uses an infra-red 
monitor to measure the radiation 
from a glowing panicle, within a 
couple of milliseconds it can trigger 
a fire extinguisher or can divert the 
flow of material on the production 
line. 

The monitor is sensitive enough 
to adjust the nature and intensity of 
Ihe fire-extinguishmg agent, acc- 
Oording to the temperature of the 
particle. 



.sJNFO 



Contact: 
FireHy Sweden 
Tel: 86462565 



Don't Call Us 

The TechnoWorld is not always a 
comfortable one. It can turn out to 
be Inconvenient for the oddest of 
reasons when some technological 
device goes even slightly amiss. 
How about a computerised phan- 
tom caller? 

A not very happy American 
woman from Massachusetts rec- 
ently was infuriated to find her tele- 
phone ringing every ninety minutes 
day and night. This went on for six 
months and nearty drove her 
bananas- 

The calls were all the same. The 
telephone rang but when answered 
there was no sound, not even 
heavy breathing. Finally, out of 
patience with this persecution, she 
got the police onto it. They brought 
in the iocal phone company who 
traced the calls to an abandon- 
ed oil Tank. Yes. it was abandoned 
and, though this is not a ghost 
story, no-one was making the calls. 

No-one but the tank itself. The 
tank contained a computer and had 
been programmed to alert the oil 
company when the level of oil fell 
below a certain point. What i\ was 
doing was. quite correctly inform- 
ing the oil company The trouble 
was thai the phone numbers had 
been mixed up and the lonely oil 
tank was pathetically, if infuriat- 
ingly calling up, not its company 
but the poor woman every ninety 
minutes. 

BT says that this kind of mis- 
taken call is becoming increasingly 
common. In fact, the Editor of 
AUt's mother was dnven to fury 
and the desperate reson of chang- 
ing Ihe telephone number she had 
had for over twenty years because 
she was getting the high beeping 
noise of a fax coming in day and 
night over her home voice phone 
line. 

The problem, says BT, is thai 
more and more people are using 
automated fax-back and phone 
services controlled by computer 
databases, 

-If it's a tax, we would advise 
people to connect a fax machine to 
receive the fax and then contact 
the sender." And il it's an oil tank? 

The Technoworid may be inter- 
esting, even fascinatmg but we 
can't expect il always to be a com- 
fortable place, can we? AUI 
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^^ Enter d«tJila in your own 
a^tt^ handwriting. Ron Pad will 
rec«Hnis« it and turn it into text. 

^Q^ Address and phont- number 
^3li section can slorc details o( 
hundreds of fiiends, relatives and 
business contacts. 

Hverlastin^ drary li^ts day to 
day appointments and has a " 
"scribble and save" notes areaf 

• With the foolproof "Thinp', ■ 
to do" litit you'll never forget _ 
any of Those importanl tasks like | 
arranging dental appoinlments, uj 
car scr^'icin^ etc, etc. Jj 

♦ Three pages oF preset "j 

1 conversion tables conveH <^ 

* many of the usual items- D 
instantly, plus a paj^e you can P 
cu^Ltomise. ^ 

The Notes section enables J 
vou fo do freehand | 

J. sketches, maps, planf, ■ 

ible notes, etc. Simply " 

add or delete f^a^e^ a^ required. I 

The CalcuUlorhas all ■ 
the usual functions and 
scrolls calculaliuns | 

forwards or backwards for h 

checking, m 

The Eraser can delete | 

text or scribble. 
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™E UmiVIATE 
jMNDHELD 

. ELECTRONIC 

MUtn-FONCTION 



ORCANISER 



I f^\ The Pen Pad displays a 

IV^ "local time" 24 hour 
digital Clock 

I ^f V World Time allows you to 
■ l^ * sel five international 
• ■ clocks with time zones of 
I your choice, 

■ |f^-i ^^arch allows you la find 

J "(7 I any word ornumber in 
B I \ I the address/phone book, 
m Diary or To Do li»t. 

^ ..-■^^ Alarm clock allows you to 
I M'J ')] set up to ten alarm calls 

■ "y^^J P^' day - from gelling up 

■ """ ' to letting you know when 
I it's time to make ihat important 
^ phone calL 

m ^^11'^ Birthdays, anniversaries, etc. 
I f 1 will never be forgotten - Pen 
M ^-'^ Fad even gives a reminder 
N the week beforehand, 

J I 1 Organiser Options - this 

^ I n allows you to personalise 
D L ■ your Pen Fad and sel it up 
H ^■^" just the way you want it- 





PLUS 



^CT^UALSIZE, 



3 _ 

Including V a T 

NORMALLY 
£199.99 



I Many other features - 

I Fax capability, PC 
I Communication, 

I problem free printings 

t and lots more 

I software being 

I developed. 



Why spend hundreds of pounds? 

Universal ET^^Iff^^S 



Consumer Products 

Universal House 

Tern Valley Business Park 

Market Drayton 

Shropshire TF9 3SQ 



655099 
655801 
655/97 
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Computer graphics and special effects are entering every area of presentation. Vision '95 is where TV and movie 
professionals discover how to do it and what to do it with. David Ward mixes in with the pros, finds a few 

Amjqas. and meets Henry and Harrv. 




CD qusSlty mcordlng direct to tisrd af^k Is possibt^ using - DAR's 0MR8. 

NO article on computer digital special effects. Terminator 



graphics would be com- 
plete without a reference 
to Big Arnie, so here we 

go. In his film The Running Man". 

our hero was framed for mass mur- 
der by the manipulation of video 

images. His face was 

mapped' onto that of the 

bad guy, and his voice 

was synthesized to say 

whai the bad guy said. 
That film was made 

quite some lime ago 

when computer special 

effects were stiJI limited in 

what they could do. As 



The future 
won't be 

tapeless, 
but with 
less tape. 



2' was considered ground-breaking 
in its use of morphing, while his 
recent True Lies' was packed full 
of discrete digital effects- 

At Vision'95, the show tor the 
TV and Fiim professional you get 
to see the son of equip- 
ment that is used to cre- 
ate these stunning visual 
images. 

Leading the wayn as 
usual, were QuanieL 
They've been in the busi- 
ness for twenty years, 
pioneering the move to 
digital computer editing 



there are pretenders to the crown 
that Ouantel have worn tor so long. 
It is similar to the IBM story. Once 
they dommaled world markets with 
their proprietary mainframe com- 
puters. Then along came 'open 
systems' like UNIX. 

Quantel's equipment has been 
based on propnetary hardware, but 
the competitors are offering soft- 
ware solutions running on "off- 
the-shelf machines like Silicon 



Graphics" Onyx superworkslation. 

These machines can composite 
images, move things afound. and 
remove or distort objects within a 
scene. The operator works on one 
frame of the movie and the com- 
puter then duplicates the effects on 
the resl of The frames in that scene. 

No longer can the camera be 
considered a truthful piece of equ- 
ipment. With a computer special 
effects untt you can alter reality 



the years have passed by. Mr. w;th the launch ol Harry in 1985. 
Schwartzenegger has appeared in Since then Henry and Ha! have 

films Ihal have had more and more appeared on the scene, but now 
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beyond belief. At the Show the 
Ouanlel operator was erasing parts 
ol New York, causing skyscrapers 
to fail over, and darkening the 
already deep blue sky. 

Kodak's Cineon System was 
being demonstrated. This outfit, 
running on Onyx, was used to cre- 
ate the town visible behind the cas- 
tle for Tirst Knighf, and merge the 



industries. 

Items such as the Pink DA, This 
Is a "cost effective" video distributor 
and amplifier. It was noticeable eye 
mainly for its shocking day-glo pink 
paint job. rather than any other 
aesthetic or technical qualities it 
may have had. Much of today's 
video editing is done using dtgilal 
'off-line' editors. Rather than the 





A Csmcutt^f gifVs you ^ nilnulvt tjt tflgllitl t/ltitjo tiom t\s 2.40b hard dnv«- 



ThtAtlua Hard O'sk VCR. 

train compartment to 3 filmed back- 
ground in Warner Brother's 'First 
Kiss*- Thus makmg old -fashioned 
back-pro|ection redundant, 

Ttie film's director, Lawrence 
Kasdan, also wanted richer colour, 
so Cineon was again used to 
enhance the Technicolor film. 
Today's films are not the only ones 
to benefit from this technique. 
Ingmar Bergman's 1953 "Ingen 



assembling of Individual scenes 
from several tapes onto a master 
tape, the digital editor compiles its 
images on hard disk. These are 
then output to the master in the 
correct order once the edit is 
complete. 

Early editors had banks of hard 
disks in large cabinets for this stor- 
age. As disk capacities have 
increased, and physical sizes 



hours of domestic VHS quality, for 
about £13k. It does tfiis via user 
selectable Motion- JPEG compres- 
sion. 

With disk prices dropping daily, 
and decreasing prices for silicon 
chips, the domestic hard disk VCR 
may one day be a possibility, H may 
also happen to the camcorder. The 
$1 9,000 Avid/lkegami CamCutlef is 
designed tor professional news 
gathering. Yet 20 minutes of 
recording time is hardly enough, 
even though the removable 2.4Gb 
CI 700 disk pack can be used over 
and over again, say industry pun- 
dits. 




AmpV' venture Into Ihe computer consumable marlivt with a varMy ot back-up productB. 



Mans Kvinna" was restored from 
faded obscurity to its origmal 
clarity, and had dusi marks and 
scratches removed automatically 
from it loo- 

Mind you. Vision'95 is not all 
atx)ut special effects and image 
processing, a lot of the Show is 
given over to the less glamourous 
hardware used in the TV and Film 



decreased, it is now possible to 
have a hard disk recorder that 
works m a similar fashion to a VCR. 
And of a similar size too. 

The Alius Digital Disc Recorder 
(sic) can be supplied with disk 
capacities from 2,1 up to 9-1Gb. 
The top end machine can handle 
45 minutes of broadcast quality 
sound and video, or nearly two 



Tape coufd be the only viable 
alternative for digital recording in 
the foreseeable future, Sony have 
shown Digital Getacam and 
Belacam SX, while Panasonic 
have their DVC-PRO, Both still in 
their early stages of development. 
These systems all rely on MPEG 
compression in order to gel the 
huge amounts of data, tfiat vjdeo 
and audio streams generate, onto 
magnetic tape. And, as you would 
expect, the leading tape manufac- 



turers, or their agents, were at 
Vision'95 demonslratmg their 
wares. Ampex. a name that's long 
been associated with video tape in 
the professional market, are now 
expanding into computer products. 
The first to make their appearance 
are: a recordable CD, and a DAT 
tape back-up cartridge. An Exabyte 
cartridge is to follow. 

Guaranteed 
for life? 

Ampex once ventured into the 
domestic video cassette market, 
but margins were too thin for their 
liking. They left, leaving the field 
open to the Japanese big boys 
TDK, Fuji, Sony, and Maxell 
(Hitachi), Scotch tapes, made by 
U.S. company 3M - Minnesota 
fvlining & Manufacturing, domi- 
nated the U.K. market through 
innovative advertising, rather than 
supenor quality. 

In Europe video tape production 
is led by BASF - Badische Aniline 
und Soda Pabnk, who also dabble 
in floppy disks. In fact most mag- 
netic tape manufacturers have a 
computer products division for flop- 
pies and now. more importantly, 
optical discs. 

Tape quality is an important fac- 
tor in the broadcast environment, 
so there were several manufactur- 
ers thai were showing tape testing 
machrnes The systems are used to 
count the number of drop-outs, and 
therefore the acceptability, of video 
tape. 

Research Technology Intern- 
ational also had a combined tape 
inspector /cleaner. The TapeChek 
takes standard VHS cassettes and 
cleans and polishes the tape's sur- 
face. An advanced optical system 
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 65 

also inspects the tape tor damage 
such as; creases, oxide shedding, 
tears, and the dreaded crinkly 
edge. The basic machine costs 
£4.000, with additional options like 
bulk erase, adding to thai price. 

The machfne is used by law 
enforcement agencies to recycle 
video surveillance tapes. At one 
time these tapes were being used 
on a 'use once only' basis, but 
costs proved prohibitive. By invest- 
ing in an RTI TapeChek the tape 
can he repeatedly used, then dis- 
carded when it fails a preset quality 
level. Some brands manage 20 
recording cycles before being 
binned. So beware of guarantees 
that promise a lifetime of re-record- 
ing - whose life, youfs, or that of 
the video heads m your VCR 
(approximately 2,000 hours). 



Amiga Makes 
a Stand 

There are a number of compa- 
nies that offer computer generated 





BASF ha<3 ttvit tuH range oi media on Mhom. 

prompting equipment, but only one 
that does it on the Amiga. EDS 
Portaprompt originally used the 
A500, adapting It to take a folding 
LCD screen, but now they have to 
use A 1200s. 

The model on the stand was 
one of the first A1200 HDs off of 
the Amiga Technologies production 
line, and Jim Keating was proudly 
showing it off. A complete unit con- 
sists of the A1200 mounted on top 
of a metal base unit. This also 
holds the mini-TV screen for the 




Kotttk '3 Ctrmon digital film scanning and manipulallon jtackar. 




prompting operator, power supply, 
and speed controller. 

Jim Kestrng told AUi that 
although the PC can provide 
scrolling text for prompting, it can- 
not do it as well as the Am^ga. Well 
we all knew that anyway, didnt 
we? EDS not only provide the com- 
puter side of prompting, but also 
the special screens and monitors. 

You may have seen these at 
conferences where the speaker 
stands in front of an angled glass 
plale. This is the semj-silvered mir- 



ence views it, but where the bulb 
would normally be, there Is a circu- 
lar TV screen on which the prompt- 
ing words appear. This is a boon 

for the theatre industry as the unit 
can be part of a stage set with the 
actors walkmg around it. Thus con- 
cealed it does not draw the atten- 
tion and provides instant help for 
the actor who 'dries'. 

Unfortunately EDS do not selt 
as many complete Amiga systems 
as they would Irke^ but software 
sales have been good to existing 




flMfOrt r/>OM XirtftS video cassflrtffs w}\t\ RTt'n TapfCnok. 



ror onto which the text Is projected. 
For TV use this mirror is mounted 
in front of the camera, while for 
less obvious prompting EDS devel- 
oped the ET. 

Cleverly disguised, the ET Tooks 
like any run of the mill spot lamp 
from the rear - the angle the audi- 



Amfga owners who work In TV A 
complete Digiprompt DP1200 
would cost you £2,300, 

With the A4000 (plus the 060 
chips) about to reappear, the field 
of professional computer graphics 
and effects is still there for the 
Amiga to win. AUt 



Contacts 


Altus (Hitech Systems Ltd.) 


- 01256 7Q0880 


Ampex 


-01734 302240 


BASF 


-0t81 908 3188 


EDS Portaprompt 


-01494 450414 


Maxell 


-01923 777171 


Research Technology !ntl. 


-01895 252191 


email: 


RTIUK@cix.compulink.co-uk 
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Upgrade your 

old Pa\nr Pho^han 

to 




and 




mws 



£1 




For a limited period you can upgrade any old Amiga paini, graphics or image processing package to Photogenics 
1.2A, the latest word in 24-bit paint and image manipulation software for the Amiga. Take full advantage of the 
power and llexibilily that the Amiga offers, don't be limited by the inconvenient and archaic inierfaces that your old 
products use. Just send us your payment and any proof of purchase for a rival product (Photocopy of receipt, or just 
quote us a line from the manual by fax or phone) and uc'll send you back the latest version of Photogenics 1.2A by 
return. Plus you can continue to use your old software while you wait for Photogenics {nor[nally dispatched within 
two days). See for yourself why all the Amiga magazines gave their top awards to Photogenics. Upgrade now to the 
future of Amiga graphics software. 

But hurry! This special offer must end by November 30th 1995, Order soon to ensure prompt delivery. 

Photogenics I -2A requires a minimum of 2Mb of RAM (4Mb minimum if used with hard disk), a 68020 or higher CPU and Kickstan 3.0 
or higher, CyberGraphX required for 24-bil operation on ihird-party graphics cards (eg, Picasso 1I> CyberVision64) 

UpgJ udt! cost £44.95 ^normal cost £59.95), plus postage and packing (£2.25 TK, £5.00 rest of the world). 

Total cost: £47.20 LK, £49.95 rest of the uorld. 

This yiTcr is ONLY available for dircci orders from AlmiUhcra. Piease do n«T t!mbara!is your local dcakr by asking him lo hoiiuur ihir* ijcal. Only the iZnglish Language 

version of Pho[oj?cnics I.2A h avuilubk Uirougli this Lx^mpcieiivt^ upgrade program. 

You can upgrade from any version of the following: Deluxe Paini (any vei^ion from I lo 5), Personal Paim (any versionl, DigiPaini, TVPaini, Imiigc FX. An Department. 

ADPro. ImageMasicr. PixM:ik\ BrillianLre. [Phone lor informiitjon on Upgrading from any other Amiga graphics package,! Cover Jisk versions ol sofiuare ARE acccpiable 

for upgriides. Any disks or manuals seni in lor upgrade purposes WILL he reuimed wiih your order Please do noi send in any large or bulky manuals or we will have lo 

charge extra for return postage. 

AU trademarks used in this adven are acknowledged. 

ORDER BY PHONE: 0181-687 0040 • ORDER BY FAX: 0I81-6B7 0490 • ORDER BY MAIL : CUTOUT OR COPY THE ORDER FORM AND SEND TO; 

ALMATHERA. Soulhcrlon HouRe, Boundary Business Court '>2-94 Church Road. Milcham. Surrey. CR4 3TD. England. 
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The world having been 
invaded by the personal 
computer may well shoniy, 
it many who are who ant- 
agonistic lo the global dominance 
of Microsoft and Intel are to be 
believed, run away from the pesky 
tabletop things. Oracle boss Larry 
Ellison has been busily hammering 
away al the idea of a set-top box 
device' to replace the PC to fulfil 
this dream. So all you need would 
be a cheap unit to connect you to 
some powerful distant server and 
then it's goodbye to the PC. Well, 
maybe... 

Another possible straw in ihe 
wind caught on the Web is the idea 
That you can get onto the Internet 
without a computer at all. This 
somewhat startling notion emerges 
from Sweden where a broadcast- 
ing company. Infral, is about to test 
a text-only service on the Internet. 



This month It |s Anthony Maelp 

Anne Pall and other keen 

Netters who scurry along the . 

silken strands of the vtforld wide 

wreb and come back bitten by 

the bug of the Network. 



All you need for this is a louchtone 
phone and a teletext equipped TV 
set. 

Yes. with these two very domes- 
tic appliances, it is claimed that you 
can send email and even browse 
the World Wide Web. What you do 
is dial up a computer at the TV sta- 
tion and enter commands with the 
telephone keypad. The message is 
then transmitted - broadcast in fact 
- in teletext format and displayed 



on the TV screen. You don't need a 
modem or a computer to get thro- 
ugh, just your phone. 

IBIT of Fun? 

Infral calls the system IBIT - 
fntefnet Browser tor Interactive 
Teletext. IBtT works on standard 
teletext technology with any com- 
patible terrestrial, cable, or sate- 



llite TV. Infral's parent company, 
Krnnevik. will soon be testing the 
system out on its Swedish cable 
network. 

By following the instructions on 
a teletext page you can join the 
system. First you must call the TV 
company and their computer gives 
you a mailbox and PIN number. 
You then select a teletext page on 
the TV and this becomes your 
temporary Web access or email 
location. 

One of the problems may well 
be that although the PIN number 
will stop anyone getting into your 
email, other users could see which 
pages you are browsmg through 
on the Web. (That soft core porn 
site which you accessed entirely by 
mistake yesterday. Do you want 
the neighbours to know when you 
accidentally, of course, visit it 
again?) 




Somewlut canayffoosy to fBsO but fun tntylto t& viM. 
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Infral says that each of its corn- 
outers can handle up to a million 
"lailboxes. However the limitation 
rs that present teletext systems 
don't have much space available 
alter the -profes&onar users have 
given you all that stuff about 
today's recipes. So there might be 
only a few hundred pages available 
to IBIT for accessing the Internet at 
one time. 

Nevertheless, once online, the 
real problem of the system is that 
you have to enter a 2-dtgit code for 
each character So it couid take 
you aeons to key in a long email 
message, which might mean that 
you keep your messages down to 
the minimum words - no bad thing 
perhaps. Brevity, as someone said, 
being the soul of wit - whatever that 
might mean. Apparently, the BBC's 
Ceetax people have already had a 
demonstration of IBIT and have 
been very impressed. 

Teletext is an odd technology, 
and though many people use it 
occasionally, it has not really 
assumed a key role in communica- 
tions- It would be ironic if the 
medium that is clearly overtaking it 
- the Internet - should prove to be a 
way of making it really popular. If 
the world at large could be offered 
the advantages of linking up to the 
Web and sending email without a 
computer the very cheapness and 
universality ot the TV based tele- 
text system might well encourage a 
whole new audience. One that 
would not enrich Microsoft. Intel or 
even Oracle by using their expen- 
sive devices. 

Find Your Thrill... 

On Blueberry Hili.., Ending our 
Louis Armstrong imitation, we pass 
on to a new site on the WWW 
named after that famous song. 
Why? Well the online begetters o* 
this fruitfully attractive sounding 
location are a design consultancy 
called surprise, surprise. Blueberry. 

They somewhat gushingly claim 
that their driving force is "enthusi- 
asm". They also believe in giving 
something back. Though we're not 
quite sure to what they're giving to 
whom, we are impressed. Do you 
know anyone else talking like that 
on the Net? (Thankfully, neither do 
we,) 

Blueberry told AUI - speaking in 
the majestic third person about 
themselves - "Their corporate cul- 
ture' has evolved into consistent 



pro-activity and above all having 
1un'. (Their quotes) There is a con- 
scious effort to avoid joining the 
ranks of the stereotypical, jargon- 
speaking and acronym led compe- 
tition." Oh really? We would happy 
about that, we're sure, if we knew 
what il meant. 



the Exchequer We wonder if he'lf 
v!sit the trendy new cafe lo plot 
Inter netted revenge on John Major 
or in between pleas for a new seat 
in Parliament. 

II seems that Cyber Cafe's own- 
ers, impressed by the success o! 
their first venture are. planning to 



and perhaps still is. The American 
whiskey company - note the 'e" in 
whiskey, which distinguishes it 
from Scotch - have put up a site 
thai offers you a Tour of their tamed 
Lynchburg distillery in Tennessee. 
Here you can also find background 
information on the area where the 




f^idmg the inlern^l Wmvm. 

Nevertheless, the design talents 
of Blueberry, rather more satisfyrng 
than their literary abilities, make us 
think that their site is well worth a 
visit. It certainly seems lively and 
colourful and was created from 
scratch by a team ot four in just 
four months. 

Blueberry say they are going to 
make it even livelier with audio, 
video, and virtual walkthroughs. 
They are open to suggestions for 
changes by anyone who cares to 
contact them. 

The only thing we have to com- 
plain about really is their OTT writ- 
ing style. No, Blueberry, this will not 
be "the ultimate interactive web 
experience" ■ there will be plenty 
more thrills to come. Blueberry Hill 
is on http://www-biueberryxO-uk/ 

Cyberia 2 

Cyberia. owners of the UK's first 
Cyber Cafe in Central London are 
moving out to the sticks. They have 
opened their second Cyberia caff 
in the leafy, tf somewhat boring, 
London suburb of Kingston on 
Thames ■ once the unfortunate 
constituency of Norman (Black 
Wednesday? We planned it all 
along!) Lamontn ex-Chancellor of 



franchise the operation with the 
rntentlon of having other Cyber 
Caffs popping up all over the coun- 
try. You have been warned. 

If you want lo know when - if - 
they will be coming your way you 
can contact them on: 
Hunter @cyberdinereasynetxo,uk 

One for tlie Road 

There is one site on the Net that 

would certainly appeal to ex-CBM 
MD Steve Franklin. Jack Daniels 
with Coca-Cola was the favourite 
drink of the ex-Commodore Boss- 




distillery IS and, believe it or not, a 
CyberBar Shame that the Internet 
doesn't deliver the real thing, 
accompanied by Jack Daniels, of 
course, Steve. Drink your fill, virtu- 
ally, at httprZ/wv^rw. rnfi.net/jack' 
danieTs 

Surfing With 
Silicon 

You may think that supplying toads 
of high priced - some say over- 
priced - computers to games devel- 
opers, and making loads of dough 
out of it as well, would be enough. 

But no. Silicon Graphics want into 
the Net too. They are on the WWW 
with a site called Silicon Surf and 
provide info such as "Who we are" 
and, modestly "Awesome Prod- 
ucts". You can guess whose prod- 
ucts they find awesome. 

SGI are keen to tell the Net 
worid about their workstations and 
servers, their authoring tools, and 
other software. Which don't come 
cheap, but we cannot deny thai 
they suppty "awesome" stuff. Surf's 
Up - Catch the Wave is their let's 
get hip slogan. 

If you want to surf the Siticon 
wave they are on: 
htt p :// www-e u rope . sg i . com 



Ideal f0' keeping Iht CyOerPtfTt ^ng. 
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Now Hear This 

us company Progressive Net- 
works have launched on to the pre- 
viously unsuspecting, and almost 
silent. Net world Real Audio. This 
is a client-server software system 
that allows users on the World 
Wide Web to hear audio files in real 
time. Before this release, you had 
to download audio if you wanted to 
hear it. Now you can listen to it first. 
As a minute's audio can take ages, 
possibly as much as 15 to 20 min- 
utes to download. RealAudio could 
prove a distinct advantage. The 
system has already been used by 
radio stations who are anxious not 
to be left out of the rush of publish- 
ers and broadcasters onto the Net, 
The system consists of the Real- 
Audio Player and RealAudio 
Server. The Player allows you to 
hear files which have been created 
using the Server which costs 
about eiSOO. If you would like 
to know more about RealAudio 
or to downtoad the free Player, 
Progressive Networks can be 
found at http://www.reaiaudio.com. 

Breaking the 
MBone 

Talking of sound... The Rolling 
Stones, ever wanting to stay young 
enough to be with the hip crowds 
got themselves onto the Net 
recently with a broadcast of a gig 
from the Dallas Cotton Bowl. 
Actually we thought it was called 
the Superbowl and were once 
shown over the piace where the 
frightfully huge Dallas Cowboys 
blitz everyone else into smith- 
ereens. In the group there was this 
giri. a cheerleader Irom Austin... 
but thafs another story. In what Is 
claimed to be "the first ever live 
multicast of a major rock band's 
performance on the Intemet" the 
Stones Inlernetted 25 minutes of 
their concert live, sponsored by the 
generous Sun Systems computer 
workstation company. 

The -muiticast" was put out on 
MBone which is a Jairly elementary 
video transmission system for 
which you need a pretty powerful 
computer and something like a 
connection to ISDN, which most of 
us don't have- So not too many of 
the Stones aging fans would have 



been able to tune into this hysteri- 
cal, er.. historical, event. 

Doubtless we are going to be 
able to access more and more sim- 
ilar 'happenings' - to use the word 
appropriate to the near OAP 
Rollers - through the Net. Though 
ieVs hope that as technology gets 
better and we are able to see more 



problem, and the reaction to it. was 
when an American lawyer sent out 
an advertisement for his ambu- 
lance chasing services which then 
found its way onto the screens of 
many thousands ol immediately 
irate Netters. Their response was 
to llame"" the offending attomey by 
sending so many messages to him 



load, the program can then filter 
out any spam that arrives. 

Cancelmoose is not just a pro- 
gramming group, but also the 
name of a program automatically 
searches out and identities spams. 
It pfcked up nearly 20.000 spams In 
its first week of operation. 

While you may want to double 
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The Stones Jam Live On MBONE! 

The Polling Stoni?s, Tluiikia£> Pictures and Sun Microsystems are proud U> report ihat ttie first 
ever live multicast of a -ait/vrock bands performance on ih& Internet vas a smashing success Other 
bands had had cool broadcasts of live sbovs on the MBONE m the past, but vi^- ■ vere Ihey^ Find out 
on lUMA. 

The Rolling Stones mulUcast 2S rronutes of their Dallas Cotton Bovl concert live over lie iniemet 



Jaggerd longuw. lobe kvpt Btricfly In the cfteek and omttr N^I 



clearly what is coming our way< we 
don't have to look at Grandfather 
Jagger poncing around the stage in 
a manner far too undignified for a 
man of his age - even if the wrinkly 
rock star can still sell loads of tfck- 
ets to the mortgage paying nostal- 
gia crowd. 

Spams off 

Usenet, largely made up of news- 
groups, is where you can connect 
to thousands of different topics, 
including Amiga ones. What ann- 
oys, infuriates even, the users of 
these newsgroups is when some- 
one comes in with an inconsequen- 
tial intervention right off the sub- 
ject. The most infuhating of all of 
these is an unsolicited advertise- 
ment ■ "spam". 

Spam is - are? - deeply resent- 
ed by the dedicated anti-commer- 
cial community of the Internet. The 
first recorded maior example of this 



that his whole system was jammed 
up. He had to retire *fom the net- 
work, but not before he had 
received messages from many 

thousands of polen!ial clients. 
Spams are still being sent to 

many of the newsgroups on 
Usenet. They advertise all sorts of 
things Irom dating agencies to 
ways to multiply your savings in 
double quick time. (Dream on!). As 
the Internel has no governing body, 
no-one can officially take action. 
Most people simply delete the 
spam, but sufficient responses are 
made for there to be a constant 
flow of these annoying "junk mail" 
style messages. 

Perhaps the days of spam on 
the Internet menu are numbered, A 
new program called NoCeM ■ "No 
see em - get it? - has been 
released by a programming group 
called Cancelmoose, To use 
NoCeM a user subscribes to a spe- 
cial newsgroup- At the start of a 
Usenet sessjon. when you down- 



your money double quick and so 
would be happy to be given the 
opportunity through the Internet, 
you also may not. The new pro- 
gram at least gives you the chance 
to avoid time and money wasted on 
things in which you have no 

interest. 

It only we could do the same 

with the "junk" that arrives by snait- 

maiL 

Incider Surfing 

What was claimed to be one of the 
"biggest and most innovative 
Internet campaigns ever seen in 
the UK" - how many Internel cam- 
paigns have there been so far? ' 
was launched on Halloween by 
none other than Martin (slurp, 
slurp) Wilton's favourite tipple. 

Merrydown Cider, or as the 
egregious Witton calls It "Marl 
Down Cider", that ruin of many a 

virgin, has come up with what they 
call "a ground-breaking online 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 72 
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experience all themed around The 
Dark Side of the Country" ". (Could 
Ihat be the bit of the countryside 
where the Witton leads Ihem from 
the pnmrose path?) Anyway, 
Merrydown's campaign, due to 
last three monthSn consists of 
Merry down icons "positioned on 
fifty web sites, including coliege 
and specialist sites covering topics 
from dance music and clubbing" - 
no, we assume that ts not the vir- 
gins defending their honour with 
Xhe heTp of Merrydown bottles - 1o 
paganism and archeology." 

By clicking on the Merrydown 
icons the Net surfer will enter "the 
enigmatic world of fylerrydown 
cider" Wow! It's the JlrsI lime we 
realised that cider was enigmatic! 

According to Merrydown, there 
is a total of nearly 13 million differ- 
ent combinations - we'd welcome 
any AUI reader checking that out 
and letting us know if thats true. 
These are still and moving images, 
text, and Merrydown claim that 
each user will be presented with an 
entirely different Web experience 
each lime they try out an icon. 

They also say they've come up 
with a new server program which 
doesn't use the standard hypertext 
mark-up language (HTML) and 
makes ihe transmission to the user 
of images, text and graphics much 
better 

"The Merrydown Experience" - 
virgins beware! - is on: 
http://www.states51, co.uk 



Those Who 
Can..Hyperlink 

Information HyperLink is a consul- 
tancy that creates material for any- 
one who wants to get onto the Net. 
especially companies, and also 
teaches them how to maintain their 
own sites. It's not often that such 
organisations go out on a limb and 
present their own material too. As 
Bernard Shaw said> Those who 
can. do. Those who can1. teach." 

In this case IHL do both and 
they have thought up some inter- 
esting names for their sites. The 
International Communique" pro- 
vides information on current affairs, 
finance and business. Thesis" 
offers Internet news, science and 
technology. The Muse" is there for 
creative ads. music and literature. 




The Weaver" takes Netters into 
the alternative world with mind, 
body and spirit material, and lastly 
there is "Balance" which is about 
lifestyle, health and fitness. 

As IHL rightly point out< if they 
want to show people what they can 
do, acluaEly going out and doing it 
is the best way, IHL sites are on 
URL:http;//www.hy perlink.com 

Digital IDs 

A new company called Verisign, 
intended to handle the distribution 
of Internet users' digital IDs has 
been set up RSA Data Security, the 
leading provider of digital encryp- 
tion software for the Internet. The 
new company is financed by 
RSA in collaboration with, among 
others, Mitsubishi and Visa 
International. 

Like the driver's license these 
IDs can be used to prove identity. 
RSA holds the patent on the under- 
lying cryptographic technology of 
the two key encryption standards 
on the Web, NetScape's SSL and 
Terisa Systems' S-HTTP, so 
Verisign will, in effect, become the 
single ID registration company for 
the whole Internet. 

Apple. NetScape, and Sun 
Systems, have already announced 
that they will integrate digital IDs 
into their software. Verisign are at 
info ©Verisign, com 



Pictures Worth a 
Thousand Words? 



A US based company, Prospero, 

has brought out Global Chat, a 

software package that lets you put 

live interaction on the Web. They 

say that the program will give you 

the tools to add graphics and 
sound clips to what were, until now. 

only text-based chat sessions. 

Now. you can demand a visual lo 

see whether the person you are 

chaning with is really what they 

claim to be - male or female. This 



should stop the folk who are 

reputed to pretend that they are of 

the opposite sex - whichever It is 

you want. If you want to use Global 

Chat for no n -commercial use, you 

can download it free from Prospero 

Systems on; 

http://w ww.prospero.com/gloalchal 

Gender Wars 

Feminists in the USA are not too 
happy about some of the material 
that goes onto the Web. There are 
declarations, generally unprovable, 
that over 25% of the stuff on some 
areas is pomographic or near porn. 
However one somewhat dubious 
site that claims to be to be at least 
pseudo- scientific about the female 
form is the Babes orr the Web 
page. The author of these pages 
sets himself up as a judge of the 
pulchritude available to Netters by 
rating women's Web page photos 
according to his "Babe-ometer", 
The blatantly male chauvinistic 
style of this site has, as you may 
imagine, aroused some vociferous 
criticism and opposition. 

Doing the sensible thing and 
fighting fire with fire, a certain 
Blake Knlzberg, a woman, has 
come up with "Babes on the Web 
ir. This contains photos of men, 
preferably "beefcake", who also get 
ratings. (No. that doesn't rule out 
99% of the men who use the Net. 
or so we're told,) 

If you want to see what's going 
down with the babes in the wood - 
sorry Net - in the Cheesecake or 
the Beefcake mode. "Babes I" is at 

htt p : //w WW, ty f e 1 1. n e t/- 
robtoups. BABE.html and "Babes Il- 
ls at htip://ucsub.colorado.edu/- 
k rilzbe r /n e w/ba bes . ht ml 

Gun Crazy 

Tennessee is the State of the 
Internet art this month. s After Jack 
Daniels comes the country singing 
capital of the world, Nashvilie. 
There the police department, no 
less, have come onto the World 
Wide Web with some really horren- 
dous tests to let you know Just how 
menacing the world is around you - 

or at least in the USA. 

In the section, "Are You Going to 
Be Murdered?", it has among many 
others, the following questions: 

"Does your local police have a 
SWAT team?'^ (Oddly, we donH 
think ours has.) 



"Do you have a loaded firearm 
within 15 feet of you?" (Of course, 
we do, IV s necessary to protect 
ourselves against people like Bud 
Vennos.) 

"Are you going lo be raped, 
robbed, stabbed, shot or beaten?" 
(Well, not today, thank you.) 

"Do you open your door to 
strangers when you are unarmed?" 
(Never, we always go lo pay the 
milkman carrying a Kalashnikov,) 

It certainly seems that the world 
is a terrifying place in Nashville 
and we always thought that the 
most awful things there were Elvis 
Presley, and some of those Tammy 
Wynette songs. Apparently, if you 
stand by your man in Nashville 
today you'd better be carrying a .45 
at least. Help. For a really 
scary visit, try; 
http : // w WW. n a sh v i 1 1 e . n et/- p o) ice 

Nuclear No No 

If you visit Nashville for a fright- 
ener. the truly horrifying activity of 
the world, testing nuclear bombs, 
might seem far away. So one site 
which you might wish to boycott if 
you don't like France's President 
Chirac's lunatic desire to blow up 
South Pacific atolls is France's 
Online Embassy. Here is a history 
of French diplomacy. Ah, French 
diplomacy... as exampied by their 
ignoring everyone around the 
world who believe that nuclear test- 
ing IS dangerous. And there is also 
a deschpiion of French art cur- 
rently on display in Washington, 
USA- 

With another examr^ of their 
peculiar attitude to the worid. the 
French Government have failed to 
include any graphics, even in a site 
about art. Perhaps the nuclear 
option that Chirac is pursuing with 
such absurd obstinacy has gone to 
his head and blown his mind. 

The sjte to boycott (or flame 
with a mushroom cloud?) is at 
h tip ;//to wn . h ai I - rg/t ra ve l/f ranee/ 
em ba ssy/l nd ex . htm I . 

(Is AUixhe only magazine to tell 
you where NOT lo go on the 
Internet?). AUI 



AUI On-Line 

II you have any news, com- 
ments, letters- or technical ques- 
tions, you can contact 4L// direct- 
ly using (his e-mail address: 

amigauseri&cix-compuiink.co-uk 

Or you can |om our Amiga_User 
Conference on CIX, or contact us 
personally with e-mail- 
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ART&FRONTIERS 

V'it hucluajvc and (jfcai Fgrmuliit Lvgr Sccgl^ 

^ The Multi-Fractals now has a name on 
|Aniit:a, This software Arl&Fronliers otler^ 
\{o >oLi a \cry easy exploration of a quille 
impressive number of fractal seis: 

^ Mandelbrot classic. Mandelbrots ^ lo 7, 
Mandelbrot Cubic Leafy. Bubble 

MandelbroL Orchid MandelBroi. Mandelbrot 
hnpcrial. Quad Fractals. PlioenJx. Eagle. 
Manowui ;ind nianv oiliers with for each one 
an easy accessibility lo the corresponding 

Mandel: Ready \q Explore ii2 Julin with a simple mouse click! 

%^ A recoloration iji 2^6 colours aulonialic^^ 
and adaptative lo each type ol fractals. 
Unlimited Undo functions and powerfull 
automatic calculations of animaLionll! 

O Ml screen modes of .Amiga AGA System 
iare available e\en unlimited overscan! 

Ol^eveloped m C language An&FrontierN *■'» 
" i^^'allows very high speed, full multitask, 
reliability and offers a \ er^ easv exploration v 
lof all these exclusive fractal sets like Cubic ^^y 
Leafv. Orchid or Bubble Mandel that reneu 
compleieK the fractals 'domain with then 
incredible forms and Majestic effects! 

V The pictures here have been calculated^ 
on a basic Amiga I2(X> in very few minutes! 
\Vi>rk also on all Amiga 4000 or all others 
Amiga cquiped with 24 bit cards able to 
emulate AGA Intuition like Picasso- Retina,,. 

%^ Ideal to make fine gifts: we certify that 
ihcse fractal sets are completely unknown 
on Amiga so you can easily impress all your 
friends or family! At tnore we sell it ion 6 
disks) in a verv nice and closed packai^e. 

ART&FRONTIERS: £45 f+ P&Pr 

For.UiVl. VA uiii:;* I I2^nv-Wiui» o r All ojhcrs «Uh jffi cartb- 
Bl flPtangl AGA: Map pidiirt-s on fETcal spheres* AFont 4.1: The Lllimale Amiga Fonts Editor! I^U, F: The I'niiersal Functions Tracer 
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BigPtanet AGA allows you to map all your AFont is an exclusive creation from our most 
Amiga IFF pictures on great and very high famous developper: Denis Gounelle under the 
resolution spheres with many special effects management of France- Festival-Distnbution. With 
possible; simply adjust the ligh source angle AFont you can edit, zoom and change all youf 
and you gel immedially a very nice moon Amiga fonts even very big size fonts (until 256 pt) 
croissantM! Very easy to use with its (uil with possibility of multiple effects; doubie/half size, 
graphic ^n^e^face and its real time preview (or variable Italic, rotations etc. Can also edit PC fonts 
alleffecls. Forail AGA Amiga M 200 or 4000), and convert them m Amiga fonts!!! ForAIIAmiqa. 

rgtgPlan^rXGA: £ 25 (+P&PrTFONT V4.1: £25 ( + P&P ) 



T.U^F is realised (in C} by D. Dolimier ^or his 
professional needs in fvlathematics. It allows to 
trace all mathematical equations: 1 D. 2D, 3D. 
Cylindric, Conic, Ouadric, Graph fusion, 
Denvative S Integrale functions, and even 
Founer Transformation! Full support for Wulti- 
windows, f^ultitask. and all Amiga Screen 
Modes, For all Amiga with V^B 2.0. 3 or 3,1. 

.F V2.3: £25 ( + P&FT' 







All IheBB soffwtro are exclusive products of F.F.D and 
are sold in full English Versions {interfaces * ManualB). 

ALL UK CHEQUES IN POUNDS ARE ACCEPTED 
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Amiga users are often keen 
desktop publishers. Now 
the technology is making 
ever higher quality colour 
phnting possible both for the home 
and the professional user. 

The Printing Show was domi- 
nated by the Apple Macintosh. This 
year the computers on display 
were evenly split between Power 
Macs and Pentium PCs- The 
Amiga? Don't ask! 

The Printing Show is not aimed 
at the home publisher, but there 
was interesting equipment that 
couid be used for that purpose. Up 
and down the country there are 
guys turning out "fanzlnGS". These 
are small, usually A5h magazines 
that are produced to support a 
particular subject ■ football clubs, 
science-tiction groups, or train 
spotters. 

Those that have a limited print 
run can be easily knocked out on a 
laser printer The next step up is 
the local copy shop While for njns 
of up to a couple of thousand a 
proper printer would be employed. 
This method obviously takes up a 
fair proportion of the cover price of 
the fanzine. 

Now there is a machine that can 
be used from home, and wtll pay 
for Itself relatively quickly. It looks 
(ike a photocopier, but tfie Riso- 
graph 3750 will happily chum out 
up to 120 black & white copies per 



Printing is not just for an Amiga 
and a dot^matrix. Today it is an 
entering a new and more powerful 
worlds as John 




Looking mors like a giant snitttotr tht Eakofot OPX t2Q is tn tll-ln-an* aigilal prinltng-pitt* maktr. 
Spot the Power Vac by the Oeak. 



minute at a 400 dpi resolution. 

The secret of this speed is the 
fact thai the Riso machine acts 
more like a printing press than a 
photocopier. The original artwork 
can be downloaded from comput- 
er, the Riso can accept HP Laser- 
jet or Postscript languages, or 
scanned using the machines built- 
in digitizer. 

From this data a printing 'plate' 




NoHor the home putyHMhrnr -Agta'9 ChromepresM tt dttignea tof tatl. thorJ-run. cotour printing. 



}s made whfch is then used to pro- 
duce up to 1500 copies before it 
wears out. The Riso does not use 
toner but real ink. Each cartridge 
lasts tor about 15,000 A3 pages 
before it needs replacing, and 
costs ]usi under a £1 00. A quick tap 
on the calculator reveals that a 36 
page A4 magazine would cost 
about E250 to run off a 1000 
issues. Unfortunately the £10,000 
Riso does not collate, fold, and sta- 
ple aj[ these pages for you. Still you 
cannot have everything. 



Small 
and Large 

In a different class of printing is the 
specially imported from Japan, 18 
ton, four colour printing press from 
Oliver At the show fhis and a num- 
ber of other, smaller, machines 
were busily printing posters by the 
thousand for the gathered crowds. 
Its not only printing on show 
here, but also a wide variety of sys- 
tems designed to create the pages 
in the first place. And then to get 
those pages outputted to the plate- 



maker without going (hroti^ the 
traditional film making stage. This 
not only improves the quality by 
removing a 'generation' from the 
printing process, but makes print- 
ing slightly more environmentally 
friendly- Fewer chemicals to dis- 
pose of. you see. 

Going Green 

Another exhibitor, Polaroid (who 
else?) demonstrated Drytech film. 
Using a carbon base, the Drytech 
method requires no wet processing 
- only heat. Ii may take a little 
longer to develop, but with the new 
and stringent Euro-regulations 
concerning the disposal of nox'ous 
chemicals, makes it a viable and 
cheaper alternative to conventional 
processing. 

Also on the environmenlaMy 
friendly trail were Agfa. The^r new 
Hydroprint Type 2 is a polyester 
printing plate designed for runs of 
up to 30,000. The novel feature *s 
that this plate develops in water! 
Agfa were producing their own 
colour literature on the stand 
directly from a Power fVlac/Agfa 
colour copier combination. 

Large scale reprocessing of 
used Inkjet cartridges is being 
undertaken by Applied Film ind- 
ustries Company. Following a 
£600,000 investment in new 
machinery, the company can recy- 
cle 2000 cartridges per day. Their 
only problem is thai not enough 
Hrms are taking advantage of this 
service. 



A fJERY end 

Several years ago the novel way to 
get high quality colour output from 
a computer was to use it in con- 
junction with a fiERY equipped dig- 
ital colour photocopier. The first 
system I ever saw was based on 
Minolta. Now Canon are leading 
the field with the 800 series, and 
the fiERY is being lermed 'old tech- 
nology' as it IS based purely on a 
RISC hardware solution with limit- 
ed upgrading capabilities. 
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Agfa's Hydroprinl t9ct>noi^y tn use. A novel polyesttr printing plate that's Mvaloped usiffg 
wafer atom. 



Independent reprographics 
house Thames, who were celebrat- 
ing 25 years in the busmesSn have 
a fange ot digital colour printing 
solutions. Simon Butierworth pre- 
sented a hands-on demonstration 
of their Canon/ Hotspur combina- 
tion. The Hotspur is a Pentium 
based RIP (Raster-Image Pro- 
cessor) Network Sen/er housed in 
a very square black box, (I is fined 



with 128t^b of ram and CD based 
operating system. This method 
avoids losing WindowsNT should 
something nasty happen, such 
as a Itghtning strike, which would 
normally corrupt a hard disk. 

The advantage ol Hotspur is its 
ability to have taster processors 
and newer software installed, as 
and when they become available. 
Simon Buiterworth was proud to 





S'ltca Pio Pms wen ortering the Scanmaie range ot m-m Bcannera. Yotira tor m tew tena ot 
ttiousands of pounda. 



Uuttipfoducta f/ttti - YfOWi - ktoHHasking. 

relate that he stilt owns three 
Commodore Pets and an Amiga 
A500. The Pets, one of each mod- 
el, are kept in his loft as pan of a 
private museum ot computing in 
the late Seventies. He started his 
career by sellmg Commodore 64s 
at Debenhams, and was surprised 
to hear of Amiga Technologies 
plans for the best selling, but dat- 
ed, machine. 



Silica Surprise 

Another, indirect, link to the Amiga 
was to be found m the shape ot 
Silica Pre Press, This is a sister 
company of the Amiga supplier 
Silica, (now in some trouble - see 
story in the Newsfile). They have a 
range of high resolution drum 
scanners. Unfike a hand scanner, 
whose maximum resolution is 400 
dpi. a drum scanner can resolve up 
to 1 1 .000 dpi. However you do pay 
for all these extra dots. The 
Scanmate 3000 was jus! under 
£20.000, while Ihe top of the range 
16-bit colour Scanmate 11000 was 
£37.000. Don^t forget the VAT, 

A second surprise was to find a 
company called 3D Images at the 
show. This smalf firm, run by the 
genial David Burner, specializes in 
the production of stereoscopic 
images- Not only the traditional 
red/green anaglyphs, which give a 
monochrome 3D image when 
viewed with the proper glasses, but 
also full colour stereoscopic pic- 
tures and a new product - Virtual 
Video. 

This is a lenticular system is 
similar lo those badges wfiich hold 
two separate images that can only 
be seen by rocking them to and fro. 
Virtual Video has the capability to 
hold many more. Now it is possible 
to have several frames from tjim or 



video held on one, daylight view- 
able, plastic disc. A recent example 
was the keynng given away on the 
November issue of Smash Hits 
magazine. 

David Burder uses an Amiga at 
his studio, but he is a photograph- 
er by trade. Consequently he is 
looking for adisis capable of pro- 
ducing professional quality, solid 
modelled, 3D views using 




A 30 tot cttti be aD#n JfP all Us g!ory wUh a 
apecial pair of glaaaea. 

Lightwave or similar software. 

If you would like a pair of the 
special glasses to view the image 
of the fox, then send a stamped, 
self-addressed, envelope to 3D 
Images. >*U/ Offer 31 The Chine. 
London N21 2EA. Prospective 3D 
artists should apply to the same 
address- 

V^hile some of these machines 
have costs tar out of the reach of 
the average user, the technology is 
what anyone involved m even 
fanzines or similar publishing activ- 
ities would aspire to. However, if it 
seems out of reach today remem- 
ber that not long ago computers of 
the power of the Amiga or less 
filled large rooms.., AUI 
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Dear AUi 

A nice short question for you:- 
Now that the Escom/Comm- 
odore thing has fjnafly been set- 
tled, where are the C and assem- 
bler include files, developers 
packs, etc., available from? 

Erkin Path 
Blackpoot 



Dear Erkin. 

At the moment the developer sup- 
port has not been set up yet. 
However, if you purchase a C com- 
piler or assembler the include files 
wiii be there. It will tai<e a little white 
for the support to get sorted out. I 
am keeping a careful eye on the 
situation. As soon as things get set 
up there wtii be an anouncement in 
the AUI news pages at the very 
least. 



PRINT 




Dear AUh 

I have a 1200, a Hl-Q Workstation 
fitted with a Sanyo CD, and 
stereo speakers. The 1200 has 



Andy Eskelson. master off 
the all the mysteries of 

the Amig ai answrers your 
queries and solves your 

problems. 



an 85Mb IDE HardDisk which is, 
I believe, a 'Quantum'. This Is 
partitioned into 35Mb Work' and 
about 50Mb, ^MyMardDisk\ I Ini- 
tiaiiy installed a 2Mb Trapdoor 
Memory Upgrade with a Clock, 
but no accelerator to give me 
4Mb Ram total. I quickly found I 
needed more so decided to 
install an 8Mb SIMM to give me 
10Mb and hopefully to speed 
everything up. After some initial 
difficulties with compalibflity of 
the SIMM/memory board (why 
does the blurb say ^no adjust- 
ments are necessary, all that is 
required is to unclip the 2Mb and 
replace it with a larger one.) 
ably sorted out for me by those 
lovely people at First Computers 
Leeds, in the form of Alex Cook, 
I eventually got everything up 
and running except the Citizen 
24 pin dot matrix printer, Model 
200C, which flatly refused to 
activate Its own Printmanager. I 
went to the trouble of firstly 
phoning Citizen (at great cost, 
on their insisted 0891 Number! ), 

They were initially both helpful 
and sympathetic and promised 
to send me the up-dated version 
of the Citizen Print Manager 
which they did, but it didn t 
work. So I again phoned Citizen 
(on their 0891 Number) and 
spoke to a Paul Abbot, who was 



Initially very iMlpful and sympa- 
thetic and after we had dis- 
cussed the problem at length, 
promised to phone me back 
before 5pm with the answer- 
Needless to say he did not 
return my call as promised: next 
day I telephoned and spoke to 
him (again on this 0691 Number) 
and after a lot of prevarication 
he admitted they didn't know 
how to put it right and that 
because I had upgraded the 
memory that was obviously the 
cause of my problems and that 
was all there was to it When 
I remonstrated and said that 
was rubbish - if WordWorth' was 
able, as It Is, to Instruct the 
Printer to work correctly, then It 
must be possible to instruct the 
Amiga 1200 to use the 'EpsonO' 
Driver on board to operate, so 
the problem must lie with the 
Citizen Amiga PrintManager - all 
1 need to know is - how do I write 
the instruction to the Amiga? He 
refused to discuss it or help me 
any more so I got bad tempered 
and told him where he can put 
his rotten Citizen Printers; that I 
will sell the blasted thing and get 
one that does work properly, 

I am sure the problem is real- 
ly easy to solve. If the printer will 
work with "Wordworth' which 
utilises the EpsonQ Driver why 



Answer Types 




Prog'oms otc] 

Vld«o r«lBl»d 
problem* 







COVERDISK 




Programming 

operating 
System 

Printer 
Problem! 

Cover Olih 
problem* 

For Anything 
Else 



cannot I tell the Amiga to use the 
EpsonO Driver and why do I 
keep getting either Amigados 
202 Messages - ^unable to print' 
or, as in the case of trying 
to print something out using 
MultiView, like the startup-seq- 
uence or a ClipArt picture like it 
used to do; does it now com- 
pletely freeze and have to be re- 
set? lamsureAndy thatyou will 
say, all you need to do is... so 
please forgive my stupidity and 
help me restore my now very 
fast lovely 1 200 to its former bril- 
liance. 

Ian Aisbitt 
North Yorkshire 



Dear Ian. 

I must admit that I am a bit sur- 
prised at Citizen, but as you say it 
is very easy to set the Amiga to use 
EpsonO. Open up Prefs and select 
printer. Click on EpsonO and then 
save. That's all there is to it. 

I am concerned about the 202 
message, that is file not found. I 
wonder if you have somehow man- 
aged to delete the EpsonQ driver 
and left the icon there. The pnnter 
drivers live in the DEVS: directory. 
Copy the EpsonQ dhver from your 
master disks into your hard drive 
DEVS: directory and that should 
put everything to nghts. 
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Railway 
Simulations 




for the Amiga 



These are realistic railway simulalions acclaimed by customers in over 
20 countries, many of Ihem working railway staff, nowalmostthe whole 
range is available tor the Amiga. They do not offer arcade-style 
graphics, simply realistic displays based on those used in modem 
signalling centres. Compatible with Workbench 1. 2 and 3. and hard 
disk compatible minimum of 1Mb required. 

Penzance 1955 -experience again the fascination of steam. Includes 
managing the shed (83G) and prepanng and selecting the right 
locomotive for each IraJn. as wei) as planning the use of platfomis. 
£15.95 

Birmingham 1982 ■ A real chalTenge! Five routes lobe handled in 12 
platforms, some of which can hold two trains. Your task is to fit a 15- 
minule interval local Cross-City service, and other local services, in 
between main-live sen/ices on the former Midland and North-Western 
routes, with the added complication of loco-changing on the cross- 
country routes to the south and west. £15.95 

Birmingham 1993- Similar to the 1982 version (see above) but with 
the inlenm CrosS'Crty service operating - electric only north to Uchtield, 
with diesel units maintaining the service south to Longbridge and 
Redditch. More HSTs on the cross-country routes, but still pienty of 
loco-changing. £15.95 

Special offer: both Birmingham 1982 and 1993 for only £23.95 
Prices shown above include VAT, postage & packing (UKor overseas). 
Please send payment with order, or quote full credit card details 
(including expiry date) and remember to slate your computer type. 

Over 70 railway s^muJations available now for the H^^^B 
Amiga - SAE for complete Nst (or receive V/SA 

one with your firs! order). 
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51AM Ltd. (Dept. AU11) 1 St David's Close, 
Laverstock Green, Hemel Hempstead. Herts. HP8 SLU 



Satellite Smartcard Emulator! 



Connects all VidcoCrypi & EuroCrypi decoders to your com- 
puter. Emulation software to decode most encrypted channels 
(including Adull, Film, Music & Sport) is freely available - 
full details are included. Thisproduct should nuibc used to view 
channels for which you do no have a subscription!! 



NOW ONLY £49.95 FOR AMIGA. IBM PC & MACINTOSH 



Send iwo 25p slanips if you need I uahcr details. Please add £3.95 P&P 
and allow up to 30 day^ for delivery- All irydcmarks acknowledged, 
E&OE. Foreign orders welcome. Trade Enq. 
Fax: +44*0) 1 8H4 255:73, 



\LCLF:iSI>lRKtT(ALi)'4AV;KI.\[ILL»TlVKRT0N-l)K\()\'K\lfifi?F 



Internet Software Kit 



The very best Internet utilities available including 

the latest World Wide Web browsers and huge lists 

of FTP an WWW sites (10,000+) • including those 

hard to And ones! 

Now includes one month 's FREE Interne! access! 



ONLY £19.95 FOR AMIGA, IBM PC & 

MACINTOSH OR £89.95, £129.95 INCL 

V32 BIS V34 FAX MODEM 



Please spccily coni[>uiLT, add £3.95 P&P per order und allow up to 30 
days (ordeliverv. All Iriidomark^ acKr>ow!edeed H&OE, 



MCLKl S DIRKCT lAl I • 4 VNGRl. Mill.- TIVERTON • I)F\ ON • Klh hPK 





er all these years • • • 

^They said we were mad 
^""^to stick around when 
the goinq got tough for 
the AMIGA - but when you've 
been Networking Commodore 
kit since before the IBM PC 
was invented, what can you do? 
In the last year or so, wnile 
everybody tried to make PC's 
behave iJKe the AMIGA, we 
sold more Network cards than 
ever as professional AMIGA 
users realised just how much 

betterthe AMIGA is for Video 
and Multimedia production. 

Thanks to ESCOM, the AMIGA 
is still around, and we look 
forward to another 14 years of 
supplying your Network needs. 

Networking AMIGA5: if it exists, 
HYi:7RA SYSTEMS manufacture 
or supply it. One- stop sliopping - 
Ethernet connexions for every 
model from A500 to A4000, and 
all the Software there ever wae. 

If it has an Ethernet Port we can 
talkto it. . . AMlGAto AMIGAs. 
NOVELL File Server, UNIX^ox.a 
VAX, PEC ALPHA. SGI, even fCe 
if you must. Get wired real eoon - 
with all the ri^ht connectlone . . . 
For Dealer Information in your 
Country, Call or Fax these guys: 



HYDRA SYSTEMS 

Red Lane, Kenilworth, UK. CVS IPB 
Tel / Fax: (+44) (0)1203 473333 
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Dear AUi 

I have had my A1200 for two 
years now and I have never 
experienced any problems with 
the machine, well that was until I 
bought a Microvitec 1438 moni- 
tor. My setup consists of a stan- 
dard A1200, an Overdrive HD. 
and the MV 1438 monitor. Before 
1 bought the monitor 1 used a TV 
set. but as I do a lot of wordpro- 
cessing in Wordworth 2.0 I got 
tired of the poor picture quality 
and I thought a monitor would 
help. Well it did help, but when I 
use Wordworth I obviously want 
to use the Productivity screen- 
modes, or the DBLPal, or any 
other screenmode instead of Pal 
Hlghres. But when I choose any 
other Screenmode than Pal 
Highres the screen begins to get 
corrupted after some time, not 
only in WordWorth, but also In 
Workbench and any other pro- 
gram that I use. 

With corrupted I mean thin 
grey horizontal lines flickering 
all over the screen. It begins with 
a few lines and then it gradually 
gets worse* and It ends with 
black columns flickering at the 
bottom half of the screen. 

When I phoned the retailer 
from whom I bought the monitor 
I was told that the problem was 
with my A1200 and not the mon- 
itor. He had heard about the 
problem before, but he didn't 
know what was wrong with the 
computer To me it seems like 
some chip or whatever is run- 
ning too hot as the problem 
doesn t occur until the computer 
has been turned on for some 
time. What f want to know is 
whether you have heard about 
this problem before. Do you 
have a solution to it? Or maybe 
some of your readers have the 
same problem? 

Another question that comes 
to my mind is that because the 
problem didn't occur before I 
bought the MV 1438 I may very 
possibly have bought a comput- 
er which was faulty from the fac- 
tory. Will the new owners of the 
Amiga, if necessary, replace my 
A1200 bearing In mind that my 
Amiga is not covered by any 
warranty any more? 

K. Slange 
Denmark 



Dear K.Sfange. 

There have been some problems 
with early A1 200s. but unless your 
Amiga is very old stock you should 
not be affected. The problems were 
also on ALL screenmodes as tar 
as I remember. Your description 
sounds as if the monitor is losing 
sync, but it is not really possible for 
me to tell from your description. Try 
running your system with the over- 
dnve unplugged, ie boot from flop- 
py. If that helps then you might 
have a power problem. 

Can you find another Amiga 
owner locally that you could try the 
monitor on. That would tell you if 
the monitor or your Amiga was 
the problem. When the problem 
occurs, switch the monitor off and 
leave the Amiga running. Switch 
the monitor back on after half an 
hour or so. if the problem clears 
and then comes back then it is like- 
ly that the problem is with the mon- 
iter As your Amiga is out of war- 
ranty, the responsibility is alt yours 
Vm afraid. 
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Dear AUI, 

I currently own an A1200 with 
1084S monitor, however I now 
wish to use the AGA screen- 
modes and have been informed 
that my monitor cannot handle 
them, so I am considering buy- 
ing an official Commodore mon- 
itor that can handle all screen 
modes. However, I cannot find 
out whether the bi-sync 1942 
can handle all modes, the tech- 
nical difference between the 
1950 and 1960, or if any of the 
Commodore monitors are low- 
radiation? 

I read your review of the Sam- 
sung, Syncmaster range, but 
you said that they weren't com- 
patible with all modes. Are they 
compatible with the games reso- 
lutions? I have a lot of games 
software, do ail of these need 
the low rates. Will recent games 
work. Player Manager II and oth- 
er non-DOS games with higher 
resolutions? My main concern is 
to be able to use a high resolu- 
tion Workbench, but still be able 
to play the latest games. I hope 
you are able to answer some of 
my queries, I enclose an SAE for 
your response. 

Ed Bowditch 
Alton 



Dear Ed. 

Firstly, you are already using the 
AGA screenmodes. it's the resolu- 
tion and the scan rates of the high 
resolution modes that the 1084 
cannot use. 

The 1942 wilt only work with 
some of the modes. The i960 
works with all the screenmodes. 
whereas the 1950 is a little more 
limited. Define low radiation, t don't 
consider VDU screens to be any 
worse than the domestic telly but 
there is legislation that must be fol- 
lowed, and all VDUs meet one or 
more of the vanous regulations^ 

I don't have any information on 
the Samsung sorry. 

A monitor is a monitor Providing 
that it will work at the normal^ low 
res scan rates there will be no 
problem. New games should work 
BUT they will probably try to switch 
the screen mode to whatever they 
want 

There are several manufactur- 
ers of h^ulti'Syr)c monitors. Thorn- 
pson, Phillips, and NEC to name 
three. Many of the makes you see 
are 'badged' Commodore have 
used Philips and Thompson in the 
past and stuck the Commodore 
label on them. Tm using the 1960, 
mainly because I like the Delta 
Gun arrangement better than the 
Trinitron system. It's not as bright, 
but I find It better for text work 
which I do an lot of The fvticrovitec 
is probably the least expensive 
option to consider. The other third 
party monitors tend to be some- 
what more up-market. 

The best advice I can give Is go 
and look at a tew monitors if you 
can. If not buy from an Amiga deal- 
er who can test the monitor on an 
Amiga system. 
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Dear AUt 

\ enjoyed your feature Master of 
Disguise, from October's issue, 
which featured detailed reviews 
of Amiga emulators for the PC 
and Mac. However, I have a cou- 
ple of questions which weren't 
completely answered by your 
article. 

Firstly, I have successfully 
transferred files from the Mac to 
the Amiga by using the interme- 
diate PC disk format. My girl- 
friend has a Mac LC-II which has 
the utility PC-Exchange, which 
allows the Mac to format and 
write to PC disks, which the 
Amiga {mine is a bog-standard 
A1200) can then read with 
CrossDOS. However, as an 
experiment, I tried to transfer the 
Mac system sounds over to the 
Amiga to load into OctaMEO 
as raw sound samples, and 
although the files came over OK, 
they didn't work as raw samples. 
Can you recommend any PD 
program which would allow me 
to read Mac sound files^ as my 
girlfriend has a whole pile of PD 
sound samples on the Mac 
which Id love to get hold of. 

Secondly, your article states 
that ShapeShifter 3 requires 4 
megs of memory. Can you get 
away with only 2 megs? As 
a penniless student doctor, I 
haven t got the cash (yet) to 
spend on memory upgrades. 

Thirdly, I used to own an A600 
which I upgraded to 2Mb. I pur- 
chased a BBC Micro emulator, 
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which was excellent, and which I 
used to transfer files between 
my old Beeb (remember when 
32K was a lot?), and my A600. 
All was well until I upgraded to 
my new 1200, which seems to 
run the emulator OK until you 
type the RUN command in BBC 
Basic, at which point I get an 
unrecoverable guru-type crash. 

I tried various degrader utili- 
ties for the 1200, such as 
ReloKIck, Runit, Degrader and 
so forth, in case I was missing 
something simple, but to no 
avaiL At this point I would nor- 
mally contact the programmer, 
but the PD library that 1 bought 

the emulator from didn't Include 
any programmer's details at all 
with the disk, so I have no idea 
who to talk to. I would love to 
purchase the latest Beeb emula- 
tor from the programmer, as I've 
still got tons of old Beeb stuff, 
and it's nice to have 2 or more 
virtual Beebs running on my 
Workt>ench. 

Perhaps you can tell me of a 
different, A1 200-compatible Be- 
eb emulator which I could buy, 
or perhaps some of your readers 
can help me get in touch with 
the author{s) ot my program. 
The emulator was called simply 
The Emulator 1.00, and It says 
It was written by Ariadne Soft- 
ware, The PO company which 
supplied it is Five Star PDh and 
my machine is an unexpanded 
1200, with a second disk drive 
(which caused no problems 
when I used it on the old GOO 
running the emulator) . 

Finally, may I congratulate 
you on your excelfenl magazine. 
Six disks of stuff shoe-horned 
Into 2 coverdisks Is a tremen- 
dous feat: keep it up! 

Aidan M O'Donnell 
West Lothian 



Dear Aiden 

Aminet list a couple of programs, 

both in the mus/edit directory. 

Masc. izh converts ra w fUes 
between the Amiga and l^ac. And 
MacResourcerfha works with snd 
and SOUN type mac files. There is 
also a MacSND^dtJha which is a 
snd datatype that might be useful. 

These are on the Aminet CD 
setl disk D and on the main on-line 
network system. 

You do need the 4 megs to run 
shapeshsfter. 

Ariadne ceased trading some 



time ago. and I've not seen any 
updates to the BBC emulator for 
many years now. Have you tried 
disabling the CPU caches (access 
the early boot screen and check- 
mark the disable CPU caches from 
the boot options menu. Also select 
the ECS display options as well, ft 
is unlikefy that this wiil work, but it 
is worth a try. 




Dear AUI, 

Own system: A1200, 50MHz 
Blizzard 1230 mk III with 50MHz 
68682 + 4Mb fast Ram, 270Mb 
internal IDE hard drive Tech- 
noplus external floppy. 

Firstly, keep up the good 
work, fine publication and excel- 
lent coverdisks. But where has 
the batch install gone? It's no 
problem for an old timer, but 
sorely missed. I hope it returns 
on November 95 issue. Maybe 
Vw going blind, but I didn't see it 
on the install options. 

Now for my queries: 

Where do we stand these 
days regards to copyright on the 
following files from my previous 
Workbench disks: 

Devs: Narrator.device. Libs: 
Translator. library, and the 
devs:mountlist speak: entry 
(which I have saved sequentially 
with a project Icon In Devs 
iDosd rivers 

I believe I am right in thinking 
I can use them. I have a few 
friends envious of my setup who 
are wondering ff I could do the 
same on their machines, i.e. set- 
up ARexx UPD, tooisdaemon 
and batch files with not only 
samples, but also the speak: 
device. Would copying the nec- 
essaries for them still be piracy 
after the downfall and previous 
dropped support of speak: by 
Commodore? 

If someone somewhere still 
does hold copyright, is It possi- 
ble to find out if there has been 
any updated versions in recent 
years and how to get them. 

When you reply to people 
with seemingly simple problems 
please give them full paths to 
look at. There are lots of people 
around who still do not know for 
example the dosdrlvers drawer 
is in the devs drawer of the 
workbench boot disk or System 




partition, because they don't 
have icons. I appreciate that you 
try to do this already, but there 
have been many occasions over 
the last couple of years when 
your replies assume knowledge 
a fledgeling Amigan would flip 
at. 

Am I being picky? OK Tit... 

Mr N-T, Nelmes 
Dunbartonshire 

Dear l\4r Nelmes. 

Thanks for the info on the CCO: 
device, this has already been cov- 
ered elsewhere. 

Copyrights, all copyrights to 
Commodore products have been 
bought by Escom. and are man- 
aged by Amiga Technologies 
There was some problems with 
royalties f think, some years ago. 
as the narrator device or the 
Translator device was not copy- 
hght Commodore. Agreement was 
not reached and the system was 
excluded from future Amiga sys- 
tems. 

Providing that you have bought 
the system, you can make use of 
the files. I don't think that there was 
any stipulation on using them on 

one machine only, but as you legal- 
ly have the software there would 
be no real grounds for objection. 
However, you cannot pass on the 
software. 

The Mountlist is a stmpie text 
file, and is fully documented in the 
Amiga handbooks, so you could 
create a t^ountlist without any 
problems at all. 

There is a replacement Tran- 
sfatorlibrary. It can be found on 
Aminet tn the util/ltbs subdirectory 
and is called translator43.fha. 

I think you ais being slightly 
picky, but I'll take it as tt was 
intended and keep an eye on my 
answers just for you. I normally tell 
readers to switch on show aff files if 
they can so Icons should not be a 
problem. I also tailor the answers 
to match the ability of the person 



with the problem. After all it would 
be tedious for you if t spelled out 
every path and file. 
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Dear AUK 

The system I have is: A1200 
WB3 with a Seagate HD Blizzard 
1230 H @ 40MHz Accelerator 
with 8Mb ram (no co-pro) con- 
nected to a Microvilec 1438 
monitor and Epson LO-570+ 
mono printer All is working fine 
no problems. 

Now one of my great loves Is 
photography, a fair amount of 
my work being on 35mm. What I 
want to do is get the shot in- 
to Photogenics. or some other 
manipulation package, work on 
it, and get a product back of the 
right quality to sell. A scanner 
with transparency attachment is 
just too much. 

As you can see from the en- 
closed information sheet I can 
get my work scanned if I use PC 
formatted disks (Will CrossDos 
do the trick?), but they quote a 
4096x2732 pixel ratio that gives 
a 32Ub file or 2036 x 1366 that 
will give me a 8Mb file. Have you 
any idea as a guide what pixel 
ratio I can use that will fit on a 
standard DS DD {S80k) Amiga 
disk?, and will a picture held as 
a JPEG file @100% be good 
enough to reproduce as an A4 
page. If not, what is the best I 
can hope for? What will give me 
back the best 35mm transparen- 
cy from the enclosed informa- 
tion. 

I am thinking of getting a CD- 
ROM, but again there are a few 
things I need to know. The 
Blizzard has a connector for a 
SCSI II controller. Can i connect 
a CD ROM to it? As this is more 
expensive than the Squirrel and 
I don't knew if you can read 
CD32 with it. my gut feeling tells 
me to get a Squirrel and Awia 
300 package from HiSoft and 
leave the trap door alone, but I 
have read there may be prob- 
lems with more than 4Mb ram 
and the squirrel, have you 
any feedback concerning the 

Blizzard in this respect? I've 
read that if the memory map 
starts at S2000CDG then there will 
be a problem if more than 4Mb 
Is added, because the Squirrel 
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Jives at 3GO0000 to SaOOOOOO. tf It 
starts at SltOOOOO then it is OK 
On entering show config in shell 
I get: 

Ram Node type Sa, Attributes 
$5 (fast) at Se000000-$e77fm 

(7.5Meg) 

Node type Sa, Attributes S703 
(chip) al S400-S1ffm (2 Meg) 

Have I got a yes or no?, I'm 
lost. 

It I had my work put on Pho- 
toCD will Photogenics read it? If 

not what will? 

Ron Homer 
Birmingham 



and convert PhotoCD files to one 
format or another. 



Dear Ron. 

CrossDos will happily read and 
vi/hte PC disks. I have found it an 
advantage to format the disks on a 
PC iirsl Remember that you can 
oniy use 720k PC disks on the 
At 200. You would need a high 
density drive to make use of the 
1.44Mb drives. 

TIFF files do give some com- 
pression, hence the rather small 
file sizes. It does scale down, so a 
little under 128 x 170 will give 
about 1Mb Not very much at alt. 

A JPEG at 100% will expand to 
be exactly the same as the ohginal 
picture fed into it. This is the loss- 
less mode of operation. So if the 
original resolution was good 
enough you would find that it will 
print out okay. Unfortunately for 
you. going back to transparency 
will require the very large files oth- 
erwise the quality wilt not be there. 

From the information that you 
have given me. the Blizzard has 
put its RAM well away from the 
PCMCIA area. t>ut check with the 
suppliers (HiSoft) they will have 
better information than I will. As 
you say there have been some 
problems wtth PCMCIA type exp- 
ansions. Generally if the extra 
RAM is directly on the accelerator 
card then it does not clash with the 
PCMCIA slot. It is also much faster 
to sit the RAM directly onto the 
processor bus. 

Tm fairly sure that Photogenics 
supports PhotoCD. Again give 
Almathera a call to confirm. There 
are a few PhotoCD readers about 
in the PD world. A quick scan of the 
Aminet index comes up i^ith: 
aped, hpcdtoppm. and PhotoCD 
AGA10. AH of which claim to read 




Dear AUi 

I have an Amiga 1200, with 3Mb 
RAM, a 450Mb hard drive, an 
Epson LQ'100 printer and a 
Zappo CD-ROM and have a cou- 
ple of questions. 

Firstly, where can I get some 
.CGM clipart from? I have 
WordWorth 3,1 SE and am ted 
up with the poor, jagged, print 
quality of bitmap graphics in my 
documents. I am aware that 
Djgita sell .CGM clipart, but I feel 



file) clipart seems to be very scarce 
indeed. I have looked through a lot 
of CDs and I can't find any. Your 
only hope would be a trawl through 
the various PD. libraries^ 

With the cost of such clip art it 
might be better to consider another 
package that can accept the EPS 
format. You could then scale them 
and output them as a bitmap to 
import into WordWorth. Profe- 
ssional page is one such package. 

Go to a newsagents and pick up 
a copy of one of the 'fat' PC mags. 
You will find thousands of adverts 
for computer systems including 
monitors. The price will vary dep- 
ending on the sf)ec, one hundred 
and something pounds up to sever- 
al thousand is the sort of price 
range. Remember that you need a 



serial port? Would I have to use 
SERNET, or PARNET for the par- 
allel port, or would a null mod- 
em cable suffice? I also have 
NComm il this is of any use. 
Would I be able to use both mac- 
hines to render the same object 
In Imagine? What I want to do is 
transfer data between machines 
using Workbench. I know the 
serial port is slow but wilt ft be 
fine for me? 

2. 1 have also acquired an old 
video recorder which I would 
like to connect to the Amiga to 
record animations. I don't want 
to overlay graphics onto video, 
just record graphics on their 
own. The software I have which 
may be ot use: DPaint3, Take2, 




that this is expensive compared 
to the amount ot data that can be 
stored on a CD for about twice 
the price. Do you know of any 
CDs that have ,CGM clipart on 
them? I have a lot of .EPS clip- 
art which unfortunately Word- 
Worth 3.1 SE does not support. 
Are there any converters avail- 
able? 

Secondly, where can I get 
a colour VGA monitor from? 
About how much will it cost? I 
use a portable colour television 
at present but I am fed up with 
the poor quality picture espe- 
cially when doing DTP work. 

I would be very grateful if you 
could offer me some assistance 
In your unique magazine. 

Gareth Moyle 

Chester & Clwyd 



Dear Gareth. 

CGM (Computer Graphics Meta 



true multi-standard if you want to 
use ail the modes available to the 
Amiga. Most monitors don't like the 
low PAL scan rates at all. (It mainly 
affects game playing). 
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Dear AUI, 

I hope you could please answer 
a few questions which I have 
relating to connecting stuff to 
my Amiga, 

First though, my system con- 
sists of a 2Mb A600 and citizen 
240C which is connected to a 
portable TV using the Aerial 
socket. Now for my questions; 

1. If I buy a new Amiga (when 
one becomes available) would I 
be able to connect this to my 
existing machine maybe via the 



ImageFX and Movie -Setter. If I 
connect it could I just select it as 
a device from the requesters? 
The video has the following 
ports on il; RF in, RF out Video 
Out, Audio. 

Could you please tell me what 
I need to connect to what? 
Thanks for an excellent mag and 
coverdisks, 

Stuart Grey 
Scunthorpe 



Dear Stuart, 

You can connect almost any com- 
puter to any other. It depends on 
how complex you want to get. In 
your situation there are two basic 
methods that you can use. The first 
is via the serial port, the second is 
via the parallel port. When you are 
using either port, you cannot use it 
for anything else. This means that 
if you use the parallel port you 
need to unplug your printer This is 
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Amiga 1200 Magic Pack 

Contains: Wordwunh V4sc. Digiia Daiasiorc Database. 

Digita Organiser Turbo Cak\ Personal Painl. Photogenics, 

Whizz - 3D Plairnrni Game, Pinball Munia 

£389 

As above plus 17UMb Hard Drive and Scala MM300 

£479 



Amiga 4000T 

6 Mb RAM. IJMb Floppy Drive, 
1.2Gb SCSI Hard Drive. 4-cliannel Stereo. 

Workbench 3.1 

Scala MM300 pre-insiallcd 



68040 25MHz 
68060 50MHz 



£2099 
£2369 



Amiga M1438S 
Monitor 

Official Amiga Technologies, 

Brand Monitor, 14" 0.2Smm dot pitch. 

Buill-in Stereo Speakers, 

Auto-scanning 

£289 



Amiga Chips 

8S20CIA £10 

Kickstan 2.04 ROM £22 

IMbAenus318n69-l6 £19 

2Mb Agnus 318069-10 £19 

Super [)enise 8373 £19 

All chips FREE delivery 



Printers 

Star LC- 100 Colour £145 

Citizen ABC Colour £169 

Citizen Swift 200 Colour £159 
StarJet SJ- 144 Thermal 

Colour £249 



Courier Delivery £5 All prices include VAT and are subject lo change wiihoul notice E&OE VISA/ACCESS Accepted (no surcharge) 
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Inclliding Ribbons, Inkjets, Toners, Disks, Etc o«/m ^ekome 



Printer RibboM 



InkJet, Bui 



AmM'v) DurwKvwm tv> z^ 2-u tr- 

Mouvl OMT'irim ?«& \^\ ^m m\ 

AlBltr»lH^K£rri>LlA*^F'>> 2^ 270 Z^ fU 

AjnilfWlPCW&SI2M/Srr1k£ 240 2 4S Z Z5 2*^ 

BivUi«Mio(n/in?4 iiinri3in 3^m m^ ]r<s i^!- 

CillMO IZUDnAPl"/>wm I'l^-g Z4S ?.70 1:50 2311 

CuminudairMrSI22li;lZ:W A^ 4 35 4lS 3<t!^ 

EpunLCjLll" 4 lU S^l 175 [155 

Epvon i.Q2ii<< Lir< .iKj'rtou/riSi] 34ii :m 3 in awi 

Epwm n/MX^WUUJTX/IJUvm 2W JTS ?U 33« 

V\>"f XiKmi^^nfJi Z \1 i-^l I 77 I A7 

Mulrinniuin Tllk M0/K1 3-90 \n J-V; 3 3^ 

NEC phiimifi r23<»rn' 3^ 2n 24B ^4fl 

rPkiUUH^nKl 1«3/ltt?UB«S 317 2A1 1«2 3«2 

e4n**ooKK\t"if»'n?4'n*' ■<« iii tii zoi 



OL^a iiflD ±1 li ID: 

I'uiuiHitc KX>-ltAr>'M80W J«* 174 JM ^34 

Vu^wntiic ^fXi•^i\JAfl\^^a\»3 4^ (W 44n 4-40 

VJki-iiu ^.tyo/^cflS/^s s™ irj lis siji 

SUrlndn/ZO/IOD Mt 3.J4 IH I »« 

SvLCZOO 34» 3J1£ 2f£ ? 4-^ 

SUfLCa*- 30/20/200 I'M 271 2 51 2 31 

SI«LC240C,LC24^ 775 7'«0 7-40 7^ 

Tujir>h^AKP0IQ/9l5^l(V?IS 314 ?Q9 2 7? ? ^V 

C'llUm 224. 2411 Swift 24/l» IMS U W> II «il II 20 

F-iim-'trkk t:VIVm/?i:J4/2lN> Ifkhl ]U4fl 14>2H 908 

^lvLL.IIV3>'IUQ bU(j Snl 5«S %2& 

5liirLC2«l tTJI 943 M3 903 

Slu LC24 - 10^'20U »A1 9 ifl 4ZK »8» 

*J«LC240C ICJ4-.VI ^7(1 ^irt 4t^ ^45 

thoac not Urted 
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AUI JInswers 



a pain, and you wiH Hnd that a 
switct^ box makes lite much easier, 

PARNET is used to lorm a true 
network connection between the 
two Amigas. this uses the Parallel 
port. 

SERNET provides the same 
functions as PARNET, but uses the 
serial port and is slower 

SERNET and PARNET are both 
slow, but the plus side is that you 
see the other machines drives 
appear on the local workbench. 
This means that you can drag 
items across using the mouse and 
workbench. SERNET is a pain to 
set up and needs a crossover or 
null-modem cable, PARNET is eas- 
ier to set uPh but requires a custom 
built cable. 

You cannot use the other Amiga 
as a processing power boost. So 
you cannot render the same object. 
You coutd run a copy of your ren- 
dering package on the other 
machine and set it oft rendering 
something else if you want to. If so 
there is very little point in connect- 
ing the two machines together, you 
might as well use a floppy to 
exchange the data. 

It you use a crossover or null- 
modem cable, you could run a 
copy of Ncomm on each machine 
and use that to transfer tiles 
across, Tve used this method many 
times and I find it workable. 

Connect the two serial ports 
with the null modem cable, and run 
up Ncomm, Set both copies of 
Ncomm to ihe same comms set- 
tings. 38,400 baud. 6 bils 1 stop, 
RTS/CTS (hardware) handshak- 
ing. Set the upload and download 
protocol to Zmodem. and set 
AutoZmodem download. Set the 
download directory to point to a 
suitable drawer. 

It all the connections are correct 
what you type on the keyboard of 
one machine should appear on the 
screen of the other. Select upload 
from the Ncomm menu and select 
the files that you want to transfer 
using the requester. When you 
select OK. Ncomm will send the 
files and the other copy of Ncomm 
will automatically detect that a file 
transfer is taking place and will 
receive the file and put it into the 
drawer you specified m the down- 
load directory option. 

As you want to do things in a 
very simple manner, recording onto 
the VCR will be easy. 

Connect the "RF Out" of the 
VCR to the Aerial socket of your 
TV. 




Connect the lead from your 
Amiga that used to connect to your 
TV into the 'RF In' connector on the 
VCR, 

Play a tape on the VCR and 
tune your TV until you find the pic- 
ture. Stop the tape. Make sure that 
you have the Amiga switched on. 
Tune a spare channel of the VCR 
until you see the Workbench pic- 
ture on the TV. Now whenever you 
press record on the VCR, W will 
record the output of your Amiga, 

Thefe is no way of automating 
the recording process without 
using some very complex and 
expensive equipment. 




Dear AUI, 

My setup is an A1200. 80Mb 
internal hard drive, a handy 
scanner printer (Amstrad DMP)^ 
and a midi interface connected 
to a Yamaha keyboard. \ am con- 
sidering an external disk drive, 
I am saving for a HIQ Power 
station. I am also considering a 
modem but I am worried about 
the prices. Maybe you can help 
me with my little problems: 

1. I am very interested In 



becoming a PD, Librarian, but 
Tm not quite sure what to do I.e. 
where do I get the programs 
from - programmers or other PD. 
Librarian? 

2. What other hardware sho- 
uld I get hold of to become a 
librarian? 

3. I have read about Epics £5 
disk expander, what it does and 
what it will do for me? 

4. I have seen the OS 3.1 
advertised I wondered whether 
this was worth me getting. 

5. When the new Amiga 
comes out wilt It be possible to 
update? 

Your mags are great I'd love 
to see more programs like the 
immortal Shepherd", 

J Dalley 
Lanes 



Dear J. Dalley. 

You get programs from wherever 
you can. the Internet is a prime 
source. However you must check 
the copyright of every program and 
make sure that you can distribute it 
freeiy- There are other things that 



you need to be aware of. Most 
of the programs on the AUt 
coverdisks are PD. or shareware, 
however you cannot send out 
copies of the AUt coverdisk as AUI 
hold the copyright on the collection 
of programs. There is nothing to 
stop you collecting the same pro- 
grams and compiling your own 
disk. Copyright gets very complex 
and you do need to be careful. 

Which value added service are 
you going to provide, so that users 
will come to you rather than any of 
the dozens of other libraries that 
exist? 

You will need a supply of good 
quality disks, packaging materials, 
lots more hard drive space, spare 
drives, spare computer, good back- 
up systems, completely up to date 
virus checkers. 

I think that you have left out the 
word 'will' in your question! The 
disk expander compresses and 
decompresses tiles on the fly. and 
allows you to store more informa- 
tion on the disk. I donl really like 
such systems, but they do serve a 
useful purpose. It is always better 
to get more disk space. 

As you are running Workbench 
3 at the moment there fs not much 
reason to upgrade. Only do so If 
you have an application that actu- 
ally needs it 

Will it be possible to update 
what exactly? 

The Amiga has always come in 
two types. The basic 'first comp- 
uter' format, and an expandable 
model. The 1000. 2000. 3000 & 
4000 are the expandable models. 
The A500. A600. A1200 are the 
first computer' models. You pay 
your money and take your choice. 
There are no new Amigas yet. the 
A 1200 should be back in the shops 
by the time that you read this, and 
AAOOO's should also be available. 

'Shepherd' give me a break. I've 
not got the hang of 'Pong' yell 



OTHER 




Dear AUI, 

My name Is Nick and Vm from 
Greece. I have an A500 with 1Mb 
of RAM. I'm a new reader (Aug- 
ust) and I have some questions 
to ask. I want to buy a CD32 not 
only for playing games but to 
use it as a computer too. Will it 
be 100% compatible with the 
A1200? How many versions of 
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FREE 



Those kind people at Chroma are giving away a copy of 
DataChrome to the first 30 new subscribers to AUI* Pay just £39 
and not only will you have your own personal copy of AUI 
delivered direct to your door every month but we will also send 
you a copy of DataChrome (worth £29*99) ABSOLUTELY FREE. 



DataChrome is an amazing new utility which loads non 
graphics directly into IFF-only packages. It will change 
you use your Amiga and soon you*ll be able to: 

# Import Mac graphics into Final Copy and Final Writer 

# Load JPEG graphics directly into DPaint 

# Access GIF files from CD ROM straight into Scala 

# Load PCX Art into ordinary Amos programs 

# View Windows Bitmap and Icon files in Dir Utilities 



-standard 
the way 



Machine requirements; 
DataChrome requires a 
WB3.0 (or later). Extra 
memory and hard drive are 
recommended. Datatypes 
are included for loading 
JPEG, GIF, PCX* WINBMP, WIN 
ICO, MACPAINT. Compatible 
with CLOANTO*s PNG 
Datatype (not supplied). 




01454 620070 

(Monday-Friday, 9 a.m*-5 p.m.) and quote reference HDH5. 

We regret that this offer ts only open to new UK subscribers on a firs: come first served basis. The free 
grfi will be sent under separate cover co the first 30 people who pay for a subscription by calling our 
Credit Card Hodine. So call right nowl 



AUI Answers 



the SX-1 are available and which 
one do you think I shoiild buy. 
How can I connect a 3.5 HD to a 
2.5 slot? Is there any connector? 
If I use a HD and a disk drive with 
their own power supplies will 
there be any problem with the 
power of CD32? How many 
pounds does a SX-1 cost? Is the 
company closed? Can CD32 
play ail Amiga CDs (Aminet6 for 
example)? How much does an 
A4000 keyboard cost? And now 
something about the A500. 1 hate 
the 1.3 version so 1 can t run 
your disks. What should I do to 
upgrade my Amiga? Will it be 
able for me to choose which 
Kjckstart I want to use. These 
were my questions, I hope you 
will answer me soon or my ques- 
tions will never be answered. 

Congratulations and please 
forgive my mistakes. By the way, 
how can I become a subscriber? 
Here in Greece AUt costs 
2800drhs which means 8 
poundsfl! 

Nick Kalousis 
Greece 

Dear Nick. 

The SX-1 seems to have vanished. 
Users have been waiting for new 
stocks for many months. As yet 
nothing has appeared. I am begin- 
ning to think that it will not re- 
appear. 

The CD32 is almost 100% com- 
patible. but as always you will find 
some things that will not work. 
There was only one SX- 1 so thai is 
all you can buy 

The SX'1 when it was available 
was priced at about £190 for the 
bare unit. Onto that you have to 
add hard drive, and keyboard 
costs. The SX'1 was able to use a 
cheaper PC type keyboard costing 
about £30. A4000 keyboards would 
be at least double this. 

The CD32 is a good CD ROM 
drive, and can quite happily read 
most CD-ROMs without any prob- 
lems. I've use the Ammet disks in 
my CD32 without too many prob- 
lems (apart from the lack of a key- 
board that is!) 

Seriously you would be better 
thinking about a A1200 and a 
cheap CD-ROM add on unit. I 
doubt >t the CD32 or the SX-l will 
be available tn any quantity in the 
near future. 

You will need to upgrade your 
Amiga to the latest version avail- 
able, which is 3.1. If you can find 
an old version 2.04 then that will 



help you as weli It might be cheap- 
erf There are things called ROM 
switchens which allow you to select 
which Ktckstart chip you use. I 
have one f/tted to my A2000 to 
switch back to 1.2! (For one pro- 
gram that I very occasionally need 
to use) I just flip a switch and 
reboot from floppy and everything 
is fine. 

There are adaptor leads to con- 
vert from 3.5 to 2.5. A good dealer 
should be able to get them for you. 

I am told that a yearly subscrip- 
tion to AUI for Greece costs £59. 
Contact the address in this AUI for 
more info. 



OTHER 




Dear AUI, 

I am writing on behalf of a friend 
with an A1200, He is having sev- 
eral problems wliich we would 
be grateful for your help with^ 
and which I'll list by number 
below. First though, his set up is 
as foliows: 

A1200, Quantum Maverick 
540Mb HD, Apollo 1200 40MHz 
030 board with 2x 1Mb SIMMs 
(No FPU), Power Computing 
dual speed CD-ROM (connected 
to Apollo SCSI port), external 
disk drive, Amstrad monitor. Ex 
PC 200W power supply. 

1. The drivers supplied with 
the ApoMo board work all rights 
but Syslnfo (3,23) will not recog- 
nise CDO: for the drive test. The 
mountlist is an 082. type affair 
Do you know of a driver which 
will run the CD-ROM in a more 
system friendly manner? 

2. The Apollo board itself is 
quoted in the magazines as run- 
ning at 9.6 MIPS. He has tested 
the board with Syslnfo and got 
7.95 MIPS. Is this just down to 
differing test methods, or do 
you think there is some 
thing wrong ? 

3. When he tries to mount 
RADs they always use Chip 
RAM. and don t open at all when 
the chip ram is gone. We have 
tried several things to make it 
use Fast RAM; FastMemFirst, 
MCP's No Chip option, rein- 
stalling Workbench, all to no 
avail. Please help we are totally 
stumped on this one. 



4. Will this new 135Mb drive 
from SyQuest fit the spare 3.5" 
slot in my A4000 ? 

5 We have looked around at 
A1200 and A4000 tower cases. I 
can^t see how the manufacturers 
can justify the price tags of S400 
plus. A tower case with supply 
can be bought for well under 
eiOO. so over £300 is being 
charged for the daughter board 
and modifications. Do you think 
we should wait around for prices 
to drop, or can the daughter 
boards be bought separately 
anywhere? (We asked several 
suppliers who told us no) 

That's about it. It just remains 
for me to say thanks for produc- 
ing such an excellent mag. 

Neil Rolls 
Northants 



Deal Neil. 

I just don't understand what you 
are going on about with the CD- 
ROM. What do you mean by a 
more system friendly manner? 
What is the problem at the 
moment? If it is just Syslnfo that is 
worrying you. don't! Syslnfo is 
expecting to see a read/write 
device. CDs are read only If you 
want to check the transfer speed, 
use a big file and a stopwatch. 

As you have a SCSI CD-ROM. 
there is a PD driver system 
amicdfs. I use this myself and it 
works as well as I could wish for. 

Syslnfo has another more com- 
mon name which is MISS-INFO it's 
okay for telling you what is there 
but don't rely on it for anything 



else. Another point is that MIPS is 
meaningless as a benchmark. 
Take the shortest instruction of 
the chip, and divide the number 
of clock cycles that instruction 
requires into the clock frequency of 
the processor (in your case 50) and 
that will give the number of MIPS. 
Not a very useful number at all as 
the CPU may not be doing any 
useful work. 

Look in appendix B. page 5. of 
your AmigaDOS manual. Check 
the entry for BufMemType. you will 
notice that 4 or 5 is needed for Fast 
memory use. The default is for Any 
memory. Modify the RAD mountlist 
to suit. If you really want to make 
use of a RAD type disk. Have a 
look at StatRam. it has been on a 
Coverdlsk. It is much better than 
RAD: and you can have more than 
one. 

The spare 3.5 inch bay of the 
4000 is very small. I have not seen 
the specs of the drive, so I would 
err on the side of caution and say it 
is unlikely The front panel access 
is the problem. 

It is true that standard PC cases 
cost less than £100. but a case 
manufactured to spec costs a great 
deal more than £100. Small scale 
production of printed circuit boards 
are quite pricey, then you have to 
build them. 

Oh - let's add testing, installa- 
tion, packaging, carnage, insur- 
ance, tax. rates, water, electricity, 
support services, and how about 
paying the people who design and 
build the units some wages and 
giving the company a little profit ? 

The price of any limited prod- 
uction item, which things like 
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*Somc A600s may require a new Rom 
to fit hard drives Add £25 to price 
(available separately for £28 50) 



130Mb £99.'i9 
270Mb £125.99 
360Mb £133.99 
420Mb £151,99 



540Nfb £169.99 
630Mb £174.99 
850Mb £194.99 
1.2 Gb £246.99 
1.6Gb£POA 



What to do: 

Ring us to check that tlie prices arc still 
current (wc stitnctimcs have specials). 
Carefully j'wck your Amiga, workbench 
disks and [^ynieiit If you prefer, pay by 
credit card, (2.5% surchar¥;eV Take it lo 
the post office and send it to us by 
parcel post with their C50C) compensa- 
tion service, h should jast cost £6.50$ 
We will send it back with the new drive 
lastallcd. 



PUasr make surf yottr computer fnorks OK. Wt 
test tiit compuWrs on nceip! and tauloej wtii he 
sent straight hack wrt a rffimd less 16 SO 
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ISiLlL? 



Disks sei^^ed by FAST then wiped. Virus free. Min order SO 



Lrnik in the ads for Silica and Wizard Developments, 
we will supply the same goods at the same prices. 



BABT Approved Fax / Modem QQE t OCt T 0111 CS 



in smart case vsrith PSU Sr leads 



14,400 baud 



onl^ £114.99 



COMPUTER WORKSHOP 



12 Newmarket Street. Consett Co. Durham I3H8 5LQ 

Tei&Fax: (01207)502249 



E^iabli^hcd 
10 years 



OMNIDALE SUPPLIES/ 
COMPUTER WORKSHOP 



8c Rowan Court 
Friargatc Derby 

DEI IBLI 
Teh 01532 29I2I 



THE Amiga specialists in spares and repairs have nou joined forced and are 
under new management in order to bring you the best service and lowest prices! 



REPAIRS 



Amiga 1200 ^42.99 

Amiga 600 £37.99 

Amiga 500/500+ £32.99 

Amiga 500/500+/600/1200Po\\'er 

stipply rcpair^exchange . £22.99 

A520 Modulator repair/exchange 

£13-99 

U'l' also repair Hard Drit vs, 

Exlenjal^hitcnial Dn'res 

Monitors etc. 

Please call for details. 



Pli Msc iiiiikr clK^qiic> uiid P<)st;il 

Orders p;i>ubk- to ^(>>iiipu(cr 
Workshop" or "Omnidale Supplies" 

All prke> iiulude p<»M;i^c and 
packing, parut and labour, V'AI^ etc. 



PARTS & SPARES WANTED! 

fPtrmsr cffUfnr deiath vn any Hem moiiistttd) MtmrvwaUhlRfarrtMriimriiMteit Xmi^tu'quipmetit 



Amiga Computers, 
monitors, hard drives, 
power supplies modulators, 
disk drives etc. Working OR 
faulty. Also, boxed original 
Amiga software. Please call 

for details. 



Anuga 500 500+ 6O0' 1200 Power supply 

i3X99 

.\miga5O0'500+ Kev-board i2iOo 

(inc. PCB and membrdneJ 

.\iniga 500 Kcylx^jrcl memhrjne Jbl4.99 

Amiga 500 Membrane PCB il4.99 

.Amiga 500 Ust-rs n^nual i7.99 

Workbench l.^^'exiras manual £4,99 

R F Computer ro TV' arid lead i.2.99 

CHIFS 

CTA (8520) £14.99 

Denise (8562^ JL9-99 

Paula (8364) £9.99 

Agnus <8372) £14,99 

Gary- (5719) £9,9^ 

1-3 ROM £14.99 

For other 500/500* -^ryOO/ 1 200 parrs, pietise call 



Omnicide Suppliers/ 
CZoiiipiit^f V(^c_>rlcshi>p 

8E Rowan Court , Friai^ate 
Derby , DEI IBU 



Please call us on the 
number given if you have 
any questions or queries. 



All power Mipply rcpair> carry a 6 

month warranty, all other repairs 

carry a 3 month warranty unle?>>s 

otherwise a^red, Ihe same with 

parts and spares. 



AUI JInswers 



tower cases wtlt be. will always 
seem to b& high, but when you 
add everything up it is unlikely that 
there is much margin in such 
products. 

I've not see any boards being 
sold separately so I think you are 
stuck on this one for the time being. 



OTHER 




Dear AUI. 

My setup consists of an A1 200, a 
180mb IDE hard drive and a 
Citizen Swift 200g printer. My 
problem is this, whenever I try 
to compress something with 
Directory Opus 4 using Izx (from 
your coverdisk) I get out of mem- 
ory errors unless I put the buffer 
down to 20k, even though Opus 
says I have 700k Free, The only 
other programs t have running 
are MultiCX, Arq and Magic 
Menu, with MagicWB, Also after 
recently installing MagicWB, I 
no longer get an icon on the 
Workbench screen for device pfO 
but I do still get an icon for 
device dsO. The only way I can 
get an Icon for pfO Is If add the 
following lines to my user-start- 
up 

Noreq : to stop the requesters 
pfO: ; to access the drive 
Noreq ; to turn the requesters 
back on 

This method does work and I 
do get icons, but when I boot up 
my floppy drive makes an avrful 
clunking crunching noise, and 
don't think this is very healthy 
for my drive, so is there any oth- 
er way to get the same result? 
Also when making scripts how 
can I use the return codes to 
start other things, for example if 
you have a menu with three 
options, the first with a return 
code of 1, the second with a 
return code of 2 and the last with 
a return code of 0, Is it possible 
that if you select the first option 
it executes another script or 
echo's a comment, Lastly, How 
can I stop ed from setting the 
protection bit on all files I save to 
+sarw -hped? This is very ann- 
oying particularly for things 
which are often edited, such as 
my user-startup as I have to 
keep setting the d bit so that I 
can save over them. Brliliant 



cover disks but how about a 

batch option to decompress all 

the disks at once to hard drive> 

Christopher Wilkinson 

Tyne & Wear 

Dear Christopher, 

Does the compression work from 
the CLI? Also which buffer are you 
fiddling with? DOpus is known to 
be a bit flaky when launching some 
programs so this might be the root 
of your problem. You wilt have to 
tell me what pfO: is. This is not a 
standard drive name at all. Is it a 
hard drive partition? If so check the 
automount tickbox with HDtoolbox 
that might have been upset. 
Othen^ise chuck out f^agicWB, it 
does not really serve any useful 
purpose except eat memory. 

Don't worry about the drive, it Is 
quite normal for them to clunk 
about a bit. However if this has 
only recently started doing this then 
have a look at it. Another method is 
to pop a formatted but non installed 
disk in the drive that will keep it qui- 
et. ED does not alter the protection 
bits of the file being edited, it just 
clones what is there. I expect that 
something else is setting the pro- 
tection bit. 

Creating menus is a little tricky 
using the shell. Take a look at how 
the AUI coverdisks scripts work. A 
simple method is to create a series 
of script files caller 1.2.3 ... and 
then type a simple message saying 
press t for function t 2 for function 
2 etc. if you set the schpt bit on 
each of the files 1.2,... then they 
wilt be automatically executed. 

As for the unbatching 111 make 
sure that your suggestion is passed 
on. However, as not everybody will 
want every program it might be bet- 
ter to leave things as they are. The 
script is nice and stable now and I 
would not like to see a load of 
queries relating to una re hiving 
disks. Why not install diskspare 
and copy the archives to a test 
directory and just unarc them? 
That's what I do and it works with- 
out any problems. 
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Dear AUI, 

i have been reading your maga- 
zine for the last few months and 
I must say that I have been 
pleasantly surprised. That said I 
have noticed the odd cockup; 



half a printer article! Still I sup- 
pose It does add character, 
smirk! By the way, who did get 
the prize? 

Anyway to the point of this 
letter, in my quest for absolute 
understanding I have prepared a 
list of questions. I will be gratetui 
for any response, useful or oth- 
erwise. As a bribe, and if my stu- 
dent grant will stretch to it. I'll 
offer to take out a subscription. 
Unless you would like to offer 
me one for free I 

1) 1 have an A1500 with 
WB3.1, is it possible to directly 
connect a 15' SVGA monitor? 
Who says size fsn't everything! 

2) Given that time is a dimen- 
sion of space and space con- 
sists of matter and energy would 
it not be possible to create an 
area of timelessness by creating 
a dimensional interweave to 
bypass the positive and negative 
matter/energy streams of past 
and future avoiding the now? If 
so by varying the feedback, or 
feed forward depending on your 
point of view, of the above stated 
matter/energy streams would 
not time travel be possible? 

3) I recently purchased a sec- 
ond hand GVP 030 40 MHz accel- 
erator, do you know where I can 
obtain a manual? I have 2 Mb of 
16 bit memory on a GVP HD 
Controller, can this and the hard 
disk be moved to the acceler- 
ator? Will this increase the mac- 
hines performance? Will I have 
to alter any of the )umpers? 

4) If timelessness was indu- 
ced in an object, by bypassing 
the energy/matter streams, how 
would that object be prevented 
from decomposing if the energy 
and matter required to support it 
were no longer available? 



5) As I only have a standard 
Philips 88.33 MKII monitor ts 
there any point fitting a Picasso 
RTG 

Board to my machine? I thank 
you for your time and ask you to 
get a move on with the next 
issue. 

Chris Webb 
Southampton 



Dear Chris, 

No, you cannot directly connect 
an SVGA monitor You would need 
some form of scan rate convedor. 

The IVticroway flicker fixer is one 
such example. They have been out 
of production for a long time, and 
are like gold dust to find. 

Your questions about the nature 
of time, space and matter are best 
answered by the theohes and pre- 
dictions of Heinrich Reissner and 
Gunner Nordstrom who in 19t6 
and 1918 produced some papers 
on the self gravitation of electric 
fields which built on Einstein 's work 
a year or so before. If you are inter- 
ested in the subject I can recom- 
mend a general introduction to the 
subject of time and time travel in 
the book: 

'In Search of the Edge of Time' 
by John Gribbin tSBN 0-552- 
99462-6. Another very well known 
tK)ok by John Gnbbin is 'In search 
of Schrodingers Cat\ also highly 
recommended if you want to under- 
stand a little bit more about quan- 
tum theory. 

The best place to get the manu- 
al from is the person from whom 
you bought the item. Don't buy 
complex equipment without hand- 
books. I don't have detailed infor- 
mation on every third party board- 
The best you could do is contact 
Power Computing and see if they 
can help. 

Neither matter nor energy can 
be destroyed, only converted into 
one another, also without any plane 
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of reference you cannot tell what 
state an object woutd end up in. 
Tfyis is defiantly the field of quan- 
tum mechanics, see the aforemen- 
tioned reference. 

You will need a multisync moni- 
tor of some sort to be able to make 
effective use of the Picasso. 
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Dear AUI 

My current system is :- Amiga 
1500, 1Mb RAM, two printers 
(Canon BJIOex and Star LC-10 
Coiour) and Sony TV/Montlor 

What would you do if you did- 
n't know whether to buy OS 3.1 
or EGS Spectrum or not? That's 
the decision I'm trying to make 
at the moment, I just don't know 
which way to go. So if you were 
in my position, what would you 
do? 

New Amiga suggestions: 

Rve or six Amigas aren't 
going lake over 20-30 PCs 
worldwide, so why don't some 
Amigas become part of the PC 
range. This means that they are 
an original Amiga -f a PC In one 
for maybe half the price of a PC 
computer. The machines can 
Incorporate PC ports, a PC 
mouse, joyslicK, MS-DQS 6.0, 
MS-Windows 95, Amiga ports, 
an Amiga mouse, joystick, 
Amiga OS 3.1 and Workbench 
3.1. If that were sold for half the 
price of the cheapest PC, I think 
Commodore-Escom would get 
loads of customers. 

For Amigas that were bought 
before Commodore were, there 
could be plug In modules for the 
A500, A500+, A600 and A1200 
which will have PC ports on it, 
and allow standard PC cards to 
be plugged Into the Amiga, all 
powered from an external PSU. 
All Amigas that are 1500s and 
above could have internal mod- 
ules, and could come with pow- 
er supplies to the Amiga with 
power to run itself and the mod- 
ule. With the new A1200s could 
come these plug-in modules. All 
new Amigas that are made to be 
expandable could then have 
sockets Of slots to plug in PC 
cards, and power supplies 
which pack more power in than 
usual. 



Questions: 

Why wasn't Commodore's 
saga reported on British TV 
News? Will all Amiga software 
run on the new A1200S? Does 
OS 3.1 allow you to run Windows 
program on Workbench? Does it 
ailow more software to run on 
your Amiga than Workbench . 2? 
Does the Amiga 1500 have an 
SCSI port, allowing a CD-ROM 
drive to be plugged into it? 

I've been looking In all your 
advertisements for computer 
companies in your magazine, 
but haven't found one which 
stocks Fast RAM for the A1500? 
The reason Is because I want to 
upgrade my existing 1Mb to 
something like 3 or 4Mb. Could 
you please tell me If you know 
any computer companies who 
do sell Fast RAM for the A1500.? 
One of the upgrades I am also 
thinking about Is OS 3.1. If my 
machine did have OS 3.1 . would 
I have to use special software in 
order to run older software.? 

Tony Hall 
Gloucester 



Dear Tony. 

OS 3.1 or ECS. well. I can't tell 
you. You have not told me what 
you are njnning at the rr}oment. If 
you are running OS1.3 then you 
should upgrade If you are running 
0S2.XX then the benefits are more 
marginal. In that partrcalar case I 
would only upgrade if a particular 
critical application needed 3. 1. 

You strike me as wanting some- 
thing for nothing. How can you put 
two computers in one box. and 
then sell them at half the price of 
the cheapest PC? Note that the PC 
market is cut-throat in the extreme, 
with £400 buying you a base sys- 
tem. How can anyone build the 
equivalent of two computers for 
£200. 

There are two Amiga systems, 
and this is where I start to upset a 
few people. The low end Amigas. 
A500. 600. 1200 are NOT des- 
igned to be expanded to any signif- 
icant degree. The fact that there 
are so many add-on units is testi- 
mony to the original design being 
so flexible. If users want to expand 
their systems they should have 
bought the 2000.3000 or 4000 
machines, which are des-igned for 
the job. It is not a simple matter of 
'plug in modules ' as you put tt. The 



big box Amigas do come with the 
ability to plug in PC cards via sys- 
tems such as the bridgettoards. 
and golden gate systems. 

The demise of Commodore was 
not newsworthy. This is a sad 
reflection on the quality of news 
broadcasting in the UK. where end- 
less boring reports of wars and the 
latest exploits of brain dead idiot 
soap actors/actresses and pop 
music performers are deemed to 
be far more newsworthy. 

Even local news is pushed to 
the tail end of broadcasts. Try to 
think when was the last time a 
shuttle mission synopsis was given 
on the news. Complain to the 
broadcasters about this. 

You have used the term will ALL 
Amiga software work on the new 
A1200. The new A 1200 is exactly 
the same as the oldA1200. At this 
moment there have been no 
design changes. Software has bro- 
ken on every Amiga upgrade, so 
the short answer is no. not all soft- 
ware Will work on alt Amigas. 

Windows is a Microsoft PC 



product, code written for Windows 
is interjded to be run on the Intel 
processors. They will not run on 
the 680x0 processors that the 
Am/ga uses. There are two excep- 
tkxis. You can install a bridgeboard 
and njn Windows on that, or you 
can use a software emulator. Only 
the first option is viable for continu- 
ous use. The emulators are useful 
for occasional work, but are not 
realty suitable for general use. 

The A2000 does not have a 
SCSI port as standard (the 1500 is 
a 2000) however there are many 
plug in boards that provide this 
function. Quite often these boards 
provide memory expansion capa- 
bilities as well. The Commodore 
product was the 2091. 

You will not see specific adverts 
for the A2000 memory expansion, 
but if you ask for Zorro memory 
expansion cards Amiga specialists 
will understand what you want. As I 
have already mentioned, if you get 
a SCSI card, it is likely that this will 
have memory expansion as well. 
All Zorro memory is iasr RAM. AUI 




When writing to Amiga Answers please include as 

much information as possible about your system 

and about the software/hardware you are 

running. This will help determine what your 

problem might be and its solution! 

Send your questions to: 

Amiga Answers, Amiga User International 
Unit 2, Utopia Village, 7 Chalcot Road 

London NW1 8LX 

or E-MAIL: 

amigauser@cix.compulink.co.uk 
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Recently i decided thai il was 
lime to produce a 3D sequence 
to show off what I could do with 
my system. Something to send out to 
potential clients to pull a bit of work la 
Not that I hadn't been using my trusty 
A4000 on pro jobs anyway^ but when 
you are tulfiliing clients' needs you are 
not necessarily producing stuff that 
you wouid want (o put on a showreel 
A bit of plain chromium lettering rotat- 
ing around your client's logo may be 
the answer to his dreams, but it's 
hardly thrilling stuff. So there comes a 
time when you decide to put a little 
something together to catch the eye of 
other clients who'll say "Hey, that's 
greatr, and then commission you to 
do some chromium lettering going 
round their logos as well. Such is life- 
Don't Knock Jl. It pays the bills and Til 
let you into a secret, I love doing it all 
■ yeSn even the chromium lettering. 

Due to time and memory con- 
straints I wanted to avoid having too 
many polygons in the scene, so the 
central object needed to be felatively 
simple. On the other hand, in choos- 
ing a theme for my sequence. I 
needed something I could use to show 
off textures, lens flares, and particle 
blur. I fefi that these are the main 
strengths of the package I use and 
that they should be shown off. (No 
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prizes for guessing which one,) In 
order to catch the eye I decided to go 
tor something topical - the Roswell 
UFO crash. 

The njmours were rife. An illtoit 
copy of film purpofling to be of the 
alleged alien autopsy following the 
fabled 1947 UFO crash near Roswell. 
in New MexicOn had surfaced ar>d 
would be screened across the globe. 
Therefore lots ol people would be 
lalkingabout'larrd my showreel swim- 
ming around in the midst of all that 
wouidn'l do me any harm at all. A 
crashing UFO is ideal material be- 
cause everybody likes watching them 
and, although flying saucer anims are 
among the easiest to produce, they're 
among !he hardest to do well. If peo- 
ple like what ihey see, your work will 
stand out among rival offerings with 
similar subject matter. As with all 
graphic work, be it 2Dh 30. or what- 
ever, attention to detail is the all im- 
portant factor, 

I won't bore you with in-depth de- 
tail about how I sketched out a saucer 
profile and then lathed it. Thechances 
are that's just about the first thing 
YOU did to try out the lathe function 
when you bought your 3D program 
(Unless you're a girl, in which case 
you probably did a vase teachers,) 

I'll share with you some of my 





favourite tricks which I have found 
make a big difference to 3D renders 
and I'll show you what a transforma- 
tion took place with my saucer se- 
quence . 

IVIore Realistic 

I find that my renders almost always 
look too clean so to make them more 
true to life 1 use a misty cloud image 
overiay of about 90 percent transpar- 
ent or more. This tias several advan- 
tages. For starters it renders quicker 
than using a fog procedure. Secondly, 
the anti-aliasjng passes are not so 
complejcbecauseeverything has been 
knocked back a little. And thirdly. Ihe 
colour saturation appears to be al- 
tered, but the effect is better than if 
you just render without colour satura- 
tiori at less than 100%. I don't know 
why. Experimentation is the order o! 
the day. 

There is a drawback in that occa- 
sionally one does see the static tex- 
ture. This is why it is preferable to use 
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TIPS FOR 3D QRAPHICf ARTISTS - CONTINUED 



contrast too. Rendering a few test 
frames of this showed a marked im- 
provement. Yet I wanted to add jusi 
that liltle something extra. 

IVIoro flare 

I couldn't resist it. I had to put in one 
hell of a lens fEare. Now Til freely admit 
that I'm as guilty as the next man when 
it comes to overdoing lens flares and 
I know they have a lot more impact if 
used sparingly, but since this was 
destined to be a showreel sequence I 
wanted that flare to be very noticeable 
- especially as some of the industry 
standard packages can't do Ihem. Ha 
Ha! 

Have a look at the revised ver- 
sions of my !rames Apantrom colour 
correcting the background and tex- 
ture map images, only the lighting 
has changed. In fact the colour cor- 



a sequence of misty images. 
In an ideal world I'd use a 
combination of image over- 
lay and the fog operator to 
get a real sense of the sau- 
cer coming out of the mist. 
Unless you have a DEC Al- 
pha, ora Raptor however, or 
your client doesn't want the 
work until well into next year, 
someotthe complex render- 
ing options are not a realistic 
option. 

Have a look at the first 
set of pictures- They were 
my first attempt. Observers 
complemented me on the 
refrective saucer huti and 
were impressed by the use 
of photographic backdrops, 
but only because they had 
no idea how easy these 
things are. (That's a good 
tip actually, use photo- 
graphs for textures a lot. 
They took good and clients 
think it's hard to dof) I was 
lucky in that where my tex- 
ture map overlapped it gave 
the appearance of a dirt track. So I 
was happy to leave it be. Usually I'd 
expect a lot more juggling to get it 
right. 

For all that I was still disappomied. 
\ knew that there was something miss- 
ing. I'd used particle blur for some 
sparks as the craft hit the ridge and 
put In some red point lights to give a 
hot look at the right moment. These 
elements worked weH enough, but 
somehow the whole thing still looked 
bland. 

The ground did not really look 
convincing, butthen modelled ground 
rarely does. Floor boards are easy 
and look realistic. The great outdoors 
is always problematical. That's why 
special effects companies tend to 
use real film, say a helicopter shot, 
and add computer generated ele- 



MAUI' JANUARY 1996 







rection was nothing more than a way 
of faking a lightmg change in the 
background, so it's true to say thatthe 
way the scene is lit is the ONLY 
change. As you can see, it makes all 
the difference. 

Since the Roswell saucer was ru- 
moured to have been struck by light- 
ning I decided to do this as well. You 
can see from the example frames that 
I used particle blur again, this time to 
suggest fragments flying off immedi- 
ately after the lightning strike. 

The flash itself wasn't done in 
the 3D package al all. It's a hand 
drawn line, anti-aliased of course, 
and one or two of the frames paid a 
visit to the image processor to be 
lightened. The result gives added 
oomph to the bolt. 

I still used my misty cloud overlay, 
but this time I made the saucer very 
slightly transparent as well. This fools 
the viewer into thinking that 
the sa uce r i s pa ssi ng th rou g h 
cloud layers and only works 
because the background is 
exclusively sky. (You would- 
not be very impressed if you 
could see a building through 
the saucer, would you?) 

The final sequence was 
rendered to Betacam SP 
and that master was then 
used to run off a load of 
VHSt showreels to send 
out. And yes, it paid off. be- 
cause in this business no- 
body will believe you if you 
say you can do something. 
You have to have an exam- 
ple on tape to prove w. The 
best advfce to give to any- 
one who wishes to gel into 
the business still hasn't 
changed: the showreel is 
ALL. 

By the way, did you get 
to see that alien autopsy toot- 
age? It's amazing what you 
can do with latex, isn't it? AUI 



ments to It. This wasn't an option 
open to me. 

I thought about adding some trees 
tobreakthings up abit, but the Roswell 
crash was supposed to have been a 
desert incident and I didn't want to 
draw attention away from the central 
element ■ the saucer itself. I wanted 
prospective clients to be looking at the 
reflectivity of the saucer, not noticing 
how unrealistic the trees passing by 
were. So I decided to go for mood. 

I loaded the texture maps into an 
image processing package and al- 
tered the balance. I made them darker 
and bluer Then, turning my attention 
to the lights in the layout, \ look down 
their ambient revels io around 5% to 
give me greater shadow effects. This 
would mean that my red explosion 
lights would create a more dramatic 
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Playing God— It's m. feeling that most people get only rarely. That power, that 

omnipotence, nmakes the creative act into a thrill. But since computers^ that 

priviliqed feeling has b een within the reach of us all. Remember t he game of 

Life? Ash ley Cotter-Cairns does as he enters the heavenly realm pf God games 

and considers the pick of the paradisical p ower plays, Deus Irae! 



What makes the God- 
game experience such 
a special one? To the 
uninitiated - or perhaps 
thai should be unordatned - a 
Godgame is a confusing, tangled, 
array of menus and options, levels 
within levels. Once familiar with 
the genre, though, all of these 
mechanics fall away, leaving the 
player more or less free to vent his 
or her crealivtty within the game 
world provided. 

Most Godgames put you in 
charge of a race of people Hence 
the association with deities. But 
what's special is the sense of 
responsibility this imparls. If you 
don't pay the Fire and Police 
Departments, your city is at the 
mercy of infernos and organized 
crime. Ignore the advancing kni- 
ghts and you castles will be set 
ablaze. Forget to repair the bndge 
and the T2:15 to New Orleans will 
plunge into the Mississippi. 



A look at Godgames, with ecclesi- 
astical ratings, by Ashley Cotter- 
Caims. 

[\^ost Godgames present the 
player with a challenge utterly 
unlike real life. You can play at 
being Richard Branson, Attilla the 
Hun, or Henry Ford, One friend of 
mine, deep in a session of Railroad 
Tycoon, remarked lo me: "Wouldn't 
It be cool to do this for real, just sit 
here with a mouse and run other 
people s lives?" 

The Godgame as also a phe- 
nomenon unique to computer and 
video games. Anyone who wan- 
led to enough could go out and 
hunt something, hire a racing 
car, become proficient rn a martial 
an, or even role play in a real cave 
environment, almost any fantasy in 
any type of game can be emulated, 
more or less completely as in 
Godgames. 

Each lime you play again, the 
game will be different. That is 



another unique feature of the 
genre, you cannot predict what will 
happen from game to game and 
situation to situation. This keeps 
the challenge fresh and enthralling. 
And pan of the fun is doing things 
wrong on purpose, slap down a 
nuclear reactor next lo a busy res- 
idential area and watch the people 
evacuate. Joy. 

The other thing which all God- 
games have in common is their 
longevity. Few are possible lo com- 
plete within days; the best keep 
players hooked for weeks of gam- 
ing time on end. And yes, Tm 
speaking from expenence. They 
are cenainly not everybody's cup 
of herbal tea. Becoming proficient 
at Godgames implies a high level 
of intelligence and good powers 
of reasoning, strategic thought, 
and usually fiscai management. 
Surprisingly perhaps, these skills 
must be blended with quick reac- 
tions: often you'll need to select the 



right command and implement it 
fast to head off an impending dis- 
aster. 

So being a God isn't easy. But 
it's a lot of tun. 



Thank God 



'We are ail lying in the gutter, but 
some of us are looking at ttie 
stars. " - Oscar Wilde 

First there was darkness. Then 
there was 1. God. The big man. 
Though I didn't much like the dark. 

"Let there be light. " I boomed, tn 
a tone and volume intended to 
impress all but Napalm Death fans. 

"Er. sorry, God. " said one of my 
disciples, "but Godzilla's wrecked 
the downtown area and the power 
supply's tailed. We hope to get 
things back in order by Tuesday - 
Wednesday, tops." 



Hot in the City 



Sim City - Maxis/lnfogrammes ■ 
£29.99 (with Populous) 

The phenomenon known as the 
Godgame began in the earliest 
days of the Amiga, when a litlie- 
known company called f^axis rel- 
eased Stm City. Sim City was, as 
its name suggested, a model of a 
metropolis, which cast the player in 
the role of the Mayor of his chosen 
town. Mayors these days have life 
pretty easy - wearfng big gold 
necklaces and having three hour 
lunches - but not so the Mayor of 
Sim City. 

You had to set the tax rate, 
supervise the building of roads, 
power stations and railways, arr- 
ange police and fire department 
protection, build enough residen- 
tial, commercial and industrial 
property to meet demand and. 




most fun of all, cope with disasters 
as and when they occured. These 
ranged from air crashes to monster 
attacks (really) and each caused 
utter mayhem in the city you called 
your own. Information was always 
available if you wanted to find out 
how (unjpopular you were with 
your citizens and how much of your 
limited funds were available lo 
spend on keeping people quiel. 
Now if ail this sounds like loads of 
tun, it was. Even if Sim City is pret- 
ty crude graphically by today's 
standards, at the lime graphics 
were second-best lo a decent, 
gripping game. Coming back to it 
after all this time is like meeting 
your old girlfnend from high school 
- fun for a brief fling all over again, 
but unlikely to be a Ufelong com- 
panion. Tastes are influenced by 
expenence and God Games have 
come on a long way since Sim City 
kept me up at nights (or my old girl- 
friend, for that matter). 
RATING: Aged Witch Doctor 
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Pop life 



Populous - 

Bullfrog/lnfogrammes - C29.99 
(with Sim City) 

Just a little time after Sim City was 
wowing gamesplayers everywhere. 
Bullfrog, then a small development 
company, released Populous. Per- 
haps most deserving of the title 
God game, *n Populous you played 
the creator of a race ot M\e people, 
who had declared war on a neigh- 
bouring tribe of evil, but otherwise 
very similar little people. 

Your little people were faithful 
but aimless if unaided, so your job 
was to build up their forces and 
unleash them on The enemy This 
was done by flattening land, which 
upgraded the dwellings of your 
people from tiny huts to vast cas- 



tles. More people can reproduce 
from castles than huts, so you got 
more people lo settle, more 
dwellings to upgrade, so more peo- 
ple and 50 on. 

In return for your efforts, each 
living person generated an amount 
of magical power, which you could 
draw on to use tor big magic spells. 
These included earthquakes, flo- 
ods, swamps and mountains (mak- 
ing flallands almost impossible to 
create) and spells to create Knights 
(elite soldiers which burn and pil- 
lage at every opportunity). The final 
showdown between the races 
occured when one God had eno- 
ugh power to force the other to a 
duel between single Knights, All 
the people then piled into one 
being and there was a scrap to the 
death between the two super- 
Knights- 

Populous is still fun to play for a 



while and is an interesting trip 
down memory lane. You may grow 
tired of it long before conquering 
the 1 .000 lands, but the best lun is 
had by linking two Amigas via 



modem or RS232. Then you can 
send rude messages across before 
blitzing your human enemy with an 
earthquake. 
RATING: Parish Priest 





Settle Down Now 

The Settlers - Blue Byte - £34.95 

It's amazing how much fun village 
life can be. When you're a God, of 
course. Life for the villagers them- 
selves is simple and probably dull. 
Village people can take up many 
professions, from butcher weapons 
maker, via pig farmer, miner and 
woodcutter The village itself is a 
wonderful place (once youVe built 
it) and many happy hours can be 
spent just watching the world you 
control do its own thing- 
Centre the screen on an area 
and the sounds associated with the 
industries there surround you; pigs 
snort as they roll in the mud, the 
clash of steel on stee) echoes from 



the depths of the blacksmith's 
shop, axe (alls on tree with a real- 
istic thunk. As you walch, the peo- 
ple wander to and fro along the 
paths you've built tor them, leaving 
supplies and finished articles wait- 
ing 10 be picked up at junctions. 

With all of this engrossing Gnter- 
lainment on hand, it's easy to for- 
get that there is a purpose to The 
Settlers. You have to take a major- 
ity of the land, pushing your bound- 
aries back by aggressively taking it 
from the opposition with your sol- 
diers- It's a bit like a more phmilive 
version ot the problems in the old 
Yugoslavia: people fighting over 
land that they couid happily share. 
And if there's any downside lo this 
terrific Godgame, it's that the two 
tribes can't settle together in per- 
fect harmony- 
RATING: The Bishop of DufTiam 



Nice <n Spicy 

Dune 2 ■ Virgin - £34.95 

Dune 2 is based on the planet of 
Arrakis, which is a natural source 
of a rare spice which presen/es life 
for hundreds of years- This spice 
has to be harvested from the sand 
which makes up 95% of the plan- 
et's surface. Your task, playing the 
peaceful Alriedes. the neutral 
Ofdos or the evil Harkonnen, is to 
maintain overall control ot the plan- 
et. This, despite your race's inclina- 
tion, is usually achieved by blow- 
ing the other two houses into 
smithereens. 

The idea is to build up a base 
for your spice harvesting. Once the 
spice is collected it can be convert- 
ed into credits, to spend on beefing 
up your defensive and offensive 



capabilities- Tanks, tnkes and foot 
soldiers are all available at the start 
of the game, but as the going gets 
tougher, you'll need bigger and bet- 
ter aniliery to live long and prosper 
New buildings and weapons can 
be developed, until the final mis- 
sion, when much of the negotiating 
between houses is done with iong 
range missiles and awesome 
machines of death and destruction. 
The graphics are small but 
detailed and sound consists of 
some annoying samples and a 
spooi^y soundtrack. But what 
makes Dune 2 a winner is the 
gameplay. It's very engrossing, 
with lots of extra features that keep 
cropping up each time you play. My 
only criticism is that it's too easy lo 
complete - although there are 
about 25 areas on the map. you 
only have to clear eight or nine 
before the final conflict. Good play- 




Uictory ! 



ers can expect to complete it, with 

each different house, before loo RATING: The Archbishop of 

long. Otherwise^ brilliant. Canterbury 



AW* JANUARY 1996 




AUI Entertainment Now 



Gods Almighty 



CONTINUED 



DISPLAYS 



QRT5 EUILO 



ACTIQH 



On The Ri^ht Track 

Railroad Tycoon 
MicroProse- £14.95 



The name Sid Meief will be well 
known lo fans of MicroProse's 
Godgames Civilisation and Rail- 
road Tycoon. I defend the decision 
to feature Railroad instead of 
Civilisation, because the latter is a 
heavier, more wargame^like offer- 
ing, while Railroad is more easy to 
get into and enjoyable for a wider 
audience. 

Starting in one of four areas and 
times, from the early 19th century 
to 1900. you have 100 years to 
make your railroad a star per- 
fomier not only popular with the 
customers but also with the share- 
hofders. For you have to survive in 
the stockmarket as well, where 
your company is vulnerable (in a 
cut-throat market) to being taken 



over by another in a share buyout. 
Thus you must ensure when bor- 
rowing cash and selling shares 
that you don1 leave yourself open 
to a hostile bid for your outstanding 
shares- 

Up to 32 trains can run on your 
network at once, with the problems 
of collisions, bridges washed out 
by flood waters and aggressive 
building plans from the competing 
railroads hampering your progress. 
At each station you build, a certain 
amount of demand will be generat- 
ed for railroad services. You have 
to fulfil these by supplying trains of 
the correct type and frequency. 
Your rales for transporting goods, 
passengers and mail depends on 
how quickly they arrive al their 
destination and other factors, like 
how much competition there is with 
other networks. 

Graphics and sound are simple 
but effective, but you1l hardly not- 
ice these once your trains start 




ff^^^^ 



Si;: 



a'runmng. The fact is that Railroad 
Tycoon is dangerously addictive. 
It's deceptively simple to begin with 
but, when you've a dozen stations 
all crying out for supply, a bridge 
has gone down in the middle of 
your network and some other 



Eanus sff^DOD 



tycoon is buying your shares like 
there's no tomorrow, you'll feel like 
the wohd has dumped its woes on 
your doorstep. And you'll still be 
loving it. A budget bargain. 
RATING; The Baby-Eating Bishop 
of Bath and Wells 



All's Fair 

Theme Park - Bullfrog - £34,95 

If you've ever wanted to build and 
run your very own amusement 
wonderland - perhaps inspired by 
the fantastic losses of Eurodisney 
(maybe you even invested in some 
shares at £9 each...) - then Theme 
Park is the game of your dreams. 
Available only for 32^bit Amigas, 
Theme Park has a similar structure 
to Sim City. Starling with a green- 
field site and a limited bank bal- 
ance, you have to build your own 
theme park and make it a success- 
ful business. 

As well as rides, which can be 
made as big, exciting and daredev- 
il as you can afford (but there are 




safety penalties for being overzeal- 
ous with your rollercoasters or 
cranking up the power on the 
roundabouts), you have to hire and 



fire staff to keep the kiddies 
amused and the park free of litter 
and yobs, open refreshment 
stands and still make the books 



balance at the end of the month. 

Each child in the park can be 
clicked on to find out how much 
money he has, whether he's hap- 
py, bored or nauseous and what he 
most wants to do. These will give 
you clues as to how well you're 
doing. In the meantime, you have 
to keep a weather eye on your 
computer-controlled competition, 
with the overall intention of becom- 
ing the world's most successful 
iheme park baron fjxed in the back 
of youf mind. 

Theme Park is a triumph for 
Bull- frog. It shows just what can 
be done when a bnlliantly con- 
ceived idea gets the nght treat- 
ment. Gra-phics and sound are 
superb and the game is thorough- 
ly addictive. 
RATING: The Pope 



OTHER GODS, 
OTHER GAMES. 



While the games above are the cream of the crop, there are plenty of 
other Godgames around if your appetite has been whetted. This is by no 
means a complete list, but here are the highlights^ 

Airbucks ' fmpressions - £34.95 - Emulate Richard Branson by setting 
up and running your own airline. 

Civilisation ■ MicroPros^ - C29.99 - Detailed, engrossing and brilliant, 
lead your nation through the ages and into space before anyone else 
beats you to it. Not recommended for apprentice Gods. 

Detroit - Impressions - C34.95 - Another great concept- If you think 



Henry Ford should have sold the Model T in neon pink, try running your 
own car company. 

Populous II ■ Bullfrog- N/A-More spells, more lands to conquer, more 
fun to be had. 

Sim City 2000 - Maxis - £34.99 * A great sequel to the granddaddy of 
them all. You now are In charge of more stuff, like the water supply - and 
ttiere are loads of new 3D disasters to enjoy,,. 

Sim Tower - Msxis - N/A - A new twist to the Sim theme sees a race liv- 
ing in a high rise block that is rising higher bit by bit. Not available for the 
Amiga currently. 

TTafisoon Tycoon - MicroProse - N^A - Not yet available for the Amiga 
(take note 'Prose), this brilliant sequel ts set in the future and is hooking 
PC owners everywhere- AUt 
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When Team loads up. 
you are greeted with a 
title page which \s laid 
out in an somewhat un- 
inspiring tashion. The font itself 
looks in need of substitution, its a 
pity that more trouble wasn^t taken 
with menus etc. because that often 
helps set the tone for the whole 
game and the player's first impres- 
sions. 



Team Experience 
in Team 

In Team, there are league and cup 
competitions, or you can play a 
friendly. This is by far the best way 
to start playing Team: you can see 
how it works without having lo slog 
your way through several menus. 
Select one learn for yourself and 
another for the computer or a 
friend and you'll see the players 
trotting out onto the pitch. 



It's a game of two halves guv'nor, You^ve gotta give 
110% for the full 90 minutes. I'm over the moon 

and as sick as a parrot. 



TEAM Impact Software £TBA 



These chaps might look a tad 
familiar, I think that they resemble 
the figures in Sensible Soccer 
though they aren't as smooth or as 
detailed as their possible source of 
inspiration. They are smaller and 
somehow more traH looking and 
lack the loveable animated antics 
of the Sensible players, but per- 
haps that is intentional. 

There is a ref who bumbles aro- 
und and sometimes gets in the 
way of the players (nice touch). 
The crowd dons scarves in the 
colours of therr chosen team and 
moves about as play unfolds. 

There are other things in com- 



mon with Sensible Soccer. You lap 
the fire button to pass and hold it 
down to shool. Lift and bend can 
be applied to the ball if desired, 
which works quite well. 

The graphics are acceptable, 
though not outstandingly brilliant, 
fvly impression is that the players 
do not always control the ball accu- 
rately and sometimes seem to let it 
bobble away from them - at least 
they did from me, when I played 
the computer and lost by 20 - nil!!. 

Of course, the computer teams 
play marvellously, which may not 
be encouraging to new players. In 
Team's defence, this happens with 




all computer footie games, but with 
practice the games generally be- 
come worthwhile. It's usually the 
Tack of familiarity with a new con- 
trol method that's the cause of the 
problems, 

Sound in Team is limited to a 
few moans and groans, cheers 
after goalmouth incidents, and the 
noise of boot on ball, During drib- 
bling, the match becomes eerily 
silent and there could have been 
some crowd noises lo add extra 
reality 

There are a number of positive 
features about Team. A compre- 
hensive options menu allows for 
the piich type, wind and even ref- 
eree stnclness to be altered, which 
are good ideas, while players who 
score a goal do a muted celebra- 
tion which is lively and entertaming 
and the ref himself is actually quite 
nicely animated- 
Team, like many football gam- 
es, aspires to the best in foolte 
entertainments which (or me, and 1 
know I'm a fanatic, is the heights of 
Sensible Soccer, This is no bad 
ambition However, genius in pro- 
gramming IS as rare as gentleman- 
liness on the foolbali field, and the 
Sensible Software mob have set a 
standard that in my very partial 
view is almost impossible tor any- 
one else to reach. 

It's not surpnsing therefore 
that Team, among a Wembley 
Sladium-f jll of soccer games, can't 
equal that. And doubtless Team's 
programmer's would say they 
weren't trying to. they were trying 
to create their own individual soc- 
cer game and their efforts were 
aimed to all that implies. Effort has 
cenainly been put into Team, espe- 
cially into the graphics, but we 
can't judge a game on effort alone. 
As in soccer in computer games 
it's results thai count and, in my 
view, the result that has been 
achieved with Team still leaves 
something to be achieved, AUf 



VERDICT 



Graphics: 


65% 


Sound: 


42% 


Gameplay: 


36% 


Overall: 


50% 
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Butthemjinihinnwehaveoverarcompciilinn i>ourapproach to PD-Weare friendly, funnv. and there sriochanceyou'U be baftled by business t\p*rs because we don't 

work thai wav (we don't work at all, erm. carry onl). Our Ciidisk is humorous, ir'^njc the botingrubbisli \.>u see from eveironeel^^ the son ofthinj- you read and Then 

goanHindialkinchkeNi^sel Mansetl fnr wcckv ^0l notour ^irJiik issocooL We are true Ami^'a freaks, wi- now what people Wk fur m v>ttware!- : ^c we are looking 

lorittoo-Che^it "'•ii Tlitrwwcommcrcinil pime we stock, t^ or J of h^'^nour. it tsabnllianiNinKi beat em up arcide adv entuie, fi-ltMseJ only a few niomiis ,il:i i mJ received 

many good reMc« !■ This h being rctaiK'.!Ku>. IT ihcoutrat:eouspnce o( £14.99, ve>,ptacEicaiiv budges price for -i br.md new j;,uiiel WehavesTDdemodiikorTheijame. 

so you can m before you hiiy! 

We have e^xryPDiuleyoull ever need, and theii«O0iet^estockaU the latter JenKs. slides. ;inimaru'»ns. collect ions. games etc. Seri*^^ 

huge quantities of chparf, lutorials on i^ i^rsThinj from PP.iinT, lma>:ine. Workbench and IimJ^ more- We have loads of eihicational tales for the little kids tand the 

ratnerbig ones tooO. music f^n* have a hvit:^ vtk-ctionde-.iLK. ir^- J lo them, thousands of modules including a massive collect ii m iifmt»diilesdiskscompiled by ui^ samples, 

music compos I nji S4>ft ware and mofc, ArnsiK .\mi]^ ut^ t^ i^ti a huge ran^ oi an, lo«t of paint package* K^'phics conveners, ihe li^i is endlcs* (wiH, luarlyl). 

Because we have more titles ihan all th*? orher competition there is a much befter freedom ot choice for everyone, wrehnve more oJeverything rhan anyone else, an .1 
all of the lilies the compftiiMn stock loo^ so why ain't vu ar our party* Our >ervtcei:in^»e is also totally out oftheleai^ue of all other suppliers, we have equipment 
that they can onU dream aKui. sait^lina nil up lo and bcvond CD quality, digidziog in true 24-hu, and now scanning to in 24 bit in any resolution you want (do you 
know how much scanning h.*rdware i.o^i* Th.ii allows ihi> levelof resolution* If you have a weak hean, 1 won't tell you! 1. Just nngand ask aboui anyrhmg we offer, 
we won't lie loytHi^hone^i. wecanimswci chi.- phone when it nngsftom 10dmim(tl7pm6daysa week (wespendallSunJay praying, oh what little cherutiwc are!) 
We aren't part time jockeys, full time prok-^MonaU, wiih the hill time serv ice you tan expecr 

Still not convinced'Ri^ht.weTlhavc to res^irtio torture then, pass the ear vraggWt si-imeonel Naah, on Iv kidding (or w.i*, 1?) Out tatdisk is the coup de ["race, aswe 
said earlier (about a year :iuomre-iJiny timo!) It is humorous, well prci^nied and ver>' easy to use. U auro detects workbench versions and adjusts itself accordineK' 
so there's no compatibility worrie>. sou ^,in install all fihs to ram for a ^uper speedy ca id isk (lOOk cninched files in under hI second!), or install uiils for about 20% 
increase in speed- There's alw*v> free rn on ii, it** lwodi''k^ of jov and happiness' Music, animation, art, commercial ^Jamc^ li^i M ridiculous prices (no need for piracy 
anymore!), like 3 quid lor boxed originals of ihis year! ^'e challL-nge any other PD library' to put then c^iidisk up a^nunsi ours ^md noi he embarriissed, 

SowK.'JT have you cot to lose? Our disks are all i:uarameed. all we ask is you tnist us- How do you eet our two mystical lurve machine catdisks? It's deiid easy, just send 
^ first class umpa or 75p to our address aK>ve with your name, address, national insurance number, prison number, finger prints, at least 86 forms of ideniificacion, 
Hphotos, and a British Rail sandwich (we pretcr cheese). Ok, !usr kHldiiig, ^t-nd vour name and BddTCM with 3 first class stamps 

wiuifreePDandder.uUof all our services, membership schemes, all in r^lunely little |iffv ihfltyou can give grandad tokecphis'hiiccy in iilterwards! What more can 
we say? Look ar ii this way, would you rather spend Squid on PDanJ get IC disks or SMt's up to you nut llinow wh^il Td do {go down the puh with it!)- 

A special hello to all our friend -1 -poops in the Amiga industry, including Rob Daviau and i^mily in Canada (Hi Rub!), Srefin Mansier in Holland, Freak of NFA, 
aid Birch, Neil Painter (talk to me man!) and everyone else. Also hi co Tony Hickman at Amiga Formal. pWase rin^ us iiioro otten. 5 rimes a day |usr isn't enough! 
Hi Mum! 
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es, that's more than a library with less than that! 
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Sofar most TV or movie tie-in games have had 
somesortofplolthatlinks with the inspirational 
material. Thomas the tank engine Sfnends 
pinball does not Jf ever there was a blatant piece 
of marketing, then this is it. Take four pinbalf 
table simulations and give them TV character 
backdrops and theme tunes to draw in Ihe little 
kiddres. 

And why not This software is going to sell well 
as it contains no sex, violence, or swearing. Has 
lovable characters promoling it, and is challenging 
to play. In fact It is the ideal Christmas present tor 
young and old alike. 

Okay it may say for ages 3 and up on the box. 




but I can assure you that table 4, Toby the tram 
engine, is not that easy. The other three tables 
have Thomas, the easiest, Percy, and James. 
Difficulty can be increased by altering the tilt of the 
table. The steeperthe gradient, the faster the stee* 
ball travels. 



This< and other features such as sound and 
keyboard controls, are altered from within the Fat 
Controller's office. Here you can set up which keys 
control the flippers - if you are playing on an 
A1200. and so on. There is on-line help, but you 



David War d 

tackles the 

gradients on 

Alternative 

Software's ne^ 

Pinball Simulator 

for players fr om 

kids to ^rinklies. 




JRA9SXJL 



will find the slim booklet that accompany's the 
game's two disks very useful. A CD32 version is 
also available. 

Not only do you gel to read how difficult it is for 
PC owners to gel up and running, but you do gel 
a full run down on all the features of the four 
labtes. What to light up and how many points it 
scores. How ramps and tunnels work. What ball 
traps do (painlul) and how roll-over gates affect 
your score. 

Multlplayor 

Up to etght players can take part, saving their 
high scores to disk. Games can be paused at any 
time, which is very useful if somebody needs to 
go wee-wees. Although I think players will tend to 
hold on till they lose as it is such an addictive 
game. Disk access Is only required to load a 
particular table, so once a game is in progress the 
floppy can be removed by a responsible person 
for sately- 

Apart from the table controls, flippers and ball 
release, most other features are switched using the 
function keys or via the mouse. Which, you must 
admit, is much easier for youngsters to get to grips 
with rather than trying to find what they want on the 
arcane QWERTY keyboard. 

The game's action is smooth and the flippers 
respond quickly, but Pinball Illusions will still reign 




supreme for the experienced player. For 
youngsters, especially those mad about Thomas 
and CO, this is ideal. The only big gripe I had was 
the time it takes the software to recognise the F-key 
that stans the game. 



Colleagues here at AUt were queuing up to play, 
which proves that they are all bfg kids at heart and 
thatthere is nothing wrong with this game. Our most 
enthusiastic Thomas (an, young Luke (nearly 4), 
signed away his father's life to have Ihis as an early 
Christmas present. AUI 
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VERDICT 



GRAPHICS 



SOUND 



GAMEPLAY 



MS 



94% 



Overall Rating 93% 



INFO 



TTiomas the Tank Engine & Friends Pinbali 

Aiternative Software, 
A1200 £16.99 •CD32 £19.99 -PC £16.99 
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FREE FREE 

GAMES CHEATS 

1.4 EMULATOR 
ON ALL ORDERS 




FREE FREE 

LIBRARY DISK 

POST & PACK 

ON ALL ORDERS 



nATtORM GAMES 
TlftSJfl-AS-HVI 
Jte3C-HA*V| 

1 1201 *I3^^1EBDWUT 

~ iWJlOUSTUtS 
L (233 HOAOH HOTEL 
OQl'tUCKDCDGERi 

DllfBTTlAF-EMHOTU 
nini DUDES NOT N 
DI13S BOUNCE N0TI.3 

iPMa BusrEU 

D'llKXOAS^AULT 
OaOSTTlANSJ^NT 
CWflTHEIJiifttFUGE 
:Z594 0ORf l^^v*oeK 

DMJcrBaNETia 

aiWK-GALAOlS 
DllttrriESiu^AiZ 
OlWTRAOOhiOlJ 
DlTOWJDNXlDfiKS 

MtCADt CiM£S 
D SSS HUGO V3 ■} DISK 
aSTSMrSSlLlSlDIW 

□ 976BEAV^BunHEAO 
C*Z»rOMBiESAPOCAL 
CBTOROCKEIZAtJDO 
OmKELOGS EXPRESS 
r^lJRlJDOtPW^lANT* 

G9ibGAHt5HOIAlKn 
OlIMSCOftCH^TAMVIIt 

gii«psto€ulnotij 
Ci235lem:lo«j 

□ lITVABAiHNOTlJ 

G 11672 DSK DARK ANG& 
G 13004 GORY XHA5 
a 1107 SHOOT bADDrfS 
nut* SUPEfiFlf SQUAD 
D U44 EARTH DEFENQ 
GiMGAUfCNS 

P.& VWSIOM 
r 014 aF*PP HAMMER 
„ 477 CADAVA- VENUS Fir 
DTOGCOtTWACHM 
DOHROftOCDl'TllECUL 
CmOSCMCOAim 
ZiBISteVWGSfACK 
C CPU (UOr DANGEROUS 
C471TFTW^IiAME&OY 
[:W7CMUCHR0CXJC| 

COMiBATCAMS 
DWrfATALBlOWS 
G'MfVRTIALSPfPIT 

8U0A.B.H.AIZiDISK 
HKS 2 D« CVflf RGAMF 
D I2JB ^'tAPON MAiTER 

coif WT^OfK 

C tn MLsaii COMHAN0 

CTTBOvEfilAMDR 
ut^SPAair^ADERS 
L we CX>NRET KONG 
DRiVfNC CAM£S 
CKIHAMING ENGINES 

□ WTHEfiOADTOHeU. 
0735 AUTOMOBILES 
Ofil^HlGHOaANEV? 
D IMS 3 DUS WPERAG 
D «B9 MANSEll-STORM 
IIHAIJ LAST lAf 
QimrJTBUTATE 

fiMUUTCMf 
D«00i7DwrOHCATHO 

GntHEJConB 
G7niFAi>hJC?suft 

QlllCWiriANLAa 
D544AJFlWARRlOft 

□ 333&ATTLECAftSVl 
GIIWMF TANKS 

SPOATGAMEi 
GIOHCRAZTGOIF 

n3«GOLF[BT>3D)SK 

nnacwGiLnAMOsw 

GfiSOTWWBOWLJNG 
G IW FUTURE roOTBAU 
Ctti SPORT CrtWifr^E 
LJt I JIC ANGLER lOSK 

mm4cnun 

0S2I PASSWORD KAMA 

nil3GAMtTAMtR V4i 

GMOriEGACHEAT^ 
GiSlBBtAASOLLiTiONS 
GlHJNOSTftOMOVl 
GH IB UP TO DATE VI 
Dni»UlTINAT£NOIJ 

DIOI TERROR LINER V* 
C7IJTEflROI'L3NERV3 
C'77AOV£NT J JCWKS 
GtDOl ADVB^nDCKi 
G lOII ADULT Tn«0 
DII4SAI1NUHBERS 

DiiXAiiMjnw} 



GW^KLACK■T?^lscolre 
[Teottwln.thgtitius 

zwdg2t01am0n0s 
Gzt3D'l-^wtlO coins 
□flismi-Tte 

GAI7NU^«Bt-T1US 

DW TEAM tutus 

GlJfrMEGA-BLOXTFTRIS 

GOI3Tn'TfttWTETIUS 

aS^TFTUfSPftO 

CISMHOT-BLOXTETRIS 

D1S7ZYNX COLUMNS 

DIW4STATIX 

ni3ISIUT'TRlSAl3 

- 1240 «0a SUM 
«C-«AWGA«£I 

GinstratrAcnAN 

Hf^GOinftAC 

"I02WDT6UGPACMAN 

ZOOeORKHNAiPACflAN 

" in f^C HAN W\Jtff& 
ZlSltUriYUMPAChWN 
LiWtAl!PuC-nwJ 
CiJ38AI3CYB£R-nAM 
D 397 DELUXE PACKAN 
nn3A|2BOMB33 
WfAK-0UJA?0r4G 
G03nEGAfiAU.VI 
" 459MEaAEALLVJ 
j5S9MEGA&Aav3NOAS 
GD07WTTUPONG 
Z1> REBOUND© PONG 
•OUUXAOA^H C^4A1£S 
[" 73 ' HAUNTYD MINES 
L !M EMERALD "iNfS 
□ 1lf rtARAT>HON MINES 
GlSIIU>TALnNES 
G 391 DIZTT LIZZY WlNFS 
a;ilCMeOULDERDAW 
G<0 BLUE DIAMONDS 
PUR-CIUB GAMES 
~ JiD WOR'-D DARTi 
_ S98 PlNaAU NOT I J 
:: 223 FRUIT MACHINE 
G 933 MEGA FWjrrS 
aOIOPO<f'AACAD( 
OnS CARDS jOLTTAKE 
n f073 CARD PACH 
nill3AE3£XCAJ(D5 
•OMD GAMES 
n^lONEWMONOfClYSTAT 
n 033 MONOPOLY USA 
:]«3lSCRAEBLi 
LI 196 RW jGLOW-WAil) 
Zl<73 CHESS GAMES 

AOVEATlURi GAMES 
ail*STARTRB(2D(5lt 
: I" BLACK DAWN W 
Z397NtlGHflOUW2DI» 
[JlOSeSEEIOFDAMNESS 
GII3«AI3FEAR5V2 
nil»»i7<DS* DEMON 
GIIB2NICHTMABE CASTLE 
G HM LOST PRINCE 
Gk3D3Al240SK MURDER 

iTHAJlGY ClkMU 
" BH GLOBAL NUKE WAg 
_Bj6tND-ESPI0NAGf All 
ZN702DSKAinORDS 
ClieSAlJCRmCALHfT 
OlZUFANTA^NOTU 

WTZUffOMCS 
DH3CHANEQUE2DGA 
OZ»KUBXCUBt^Cx;S 
OlMMU»EN09S 
GUSSSnuNG-TM 
GI1IIAH1GAG61Z 
::il(9WlZ0 GAMES NO 
QlSliaPUZZLIRS 

MAWJGEfi GAMES 
l^iMTHESUPEft LEAGUE 
""B76SCOrrtSH LEAGUE 
3iOTOPOFTHELlAGUE 
^WHTTTiOSMANAGa 
" 3ZIAIRKWT 
J 322 mCRO MARKET 
Z«3SLAMflAli 

QurZ GAMES 

r' 716 POP MUSIC omz 

■.3CrtTHEguiZMASTIR 
3 4t2WHtaOfroftTUNE 
CWIIDSKSTAPTREK 
G 1031 5DSK STAR TREK 

^OGIC GAMES 
DW3EXITI] 
D442RFVER5IV2 
D (('DRAGONS TlLH 
CI 12 DRAGONS CAVE 
" 32J OXYD LOGIC 

SJOOTHEUO 
Cl037>WRaifSGAHE 
Iil03SATOI«CGAHE 



4WGA iViUtH. 
OWOLOTTtl" WiNNffi 
O30SAr«aAPUt^TEH 
QZ2lie>1CMECKB 
CM LEAGUE EDITOR 

Ci2iOLonoLUNAa 

AIJWMf&IOEAtOi 
GlOlOKOOTlie 
CWZOOTjE 

ClOIS2DSKTAZ-OUEfN 
nilMlDSKOXYGtNEi 

Cii4sruaMooN 

D (130 ROOTS IB V2 

G ( I H AGA FUDGf 

a(WBOSNI METAL 

GDHNOSTROMOSll 

0"«3H(GAlEMMi\GS 

D'JWTAZINTROS 

CI2«3DSK;AZZWAVE 

'_ IJIJAKTCORE 
r l230MEGA|ArtM|N 

AHJGA MEGADEMOS 
C440TEKNORAVI 
G4J0 3D(SKDATAX 
Gil? MEGA ALCATRAZ 
G2«(D(GI INNOVATION 
GW3 DISK DANGERS 
G 3*3 3 DISK PREDATORS 
ail»3DSK QUEEN V2 
GII772DSK DRUGSTORE 

AlltantOt hHOWi 
G7404DlSltfW^GA 
n»7SD(SKWBIlD«D 
C H>40 J DISK GLAMOUR 
GllMlDWSTARTHEK 

AWGJt SNO£ SHOWS 
G TO* REVELATIONS 
GOilPATNAGEL^GlRLS 
n^lBEmcSGlflLSlDrSK 
J 936 AVIATION H1ST0RT 
CMOMOBOLDLYGO 

ABTWOflR PACKAGE 
C 465 KIDS PAINT 
^664 FUSION PAHT 
ZDtSUlTlAWWr 
C34?yKTllACaOUR 
C 74* UUSK^N PATNT 

UTWOIIK PHOGRAMS 
GlW*|PEGGif.VIFWTH 
0071 GRAPHICS CON KIT 
GOTO GRAPHIC UTtli 
G 133 FRAC lAND BUtLD 

ANIAWT^ONS 
DOM VIRTUAL WORLDS 
; 10*4 PUGGS IN SPACE 
1233 COOL COUGAR 
CtSlFAKUGHT242 
C302OOVSSfYWN0TAl2 
CB3 1 RED DWARF 

47SeAITnASlUNG 
C 4*3 MR POTATO HEAD 
G474P«SMAMSfLlf All 
DWTAA0TMASTE»I2WSK 
C 84 1 AMY AT THE MOVIE 
~ 271 NEWTEK VI 1 DISK 
l 347 NEWTEK V3 3 DISH 
C 187 ANIMATKPN STUDIO 

AMiCA ViOlO 
"329 VIDEO INSCRIPT 
I TVvOEOTRACKERSDfiK 
CJ4BS M00« 

MUVCMAAEU 
':22DFUWKmCWU» 
_'3IMVfK£TB0ARDf 
C2IQHCV)3 

O204SOUFCT1LACKB 
C729DRU*1>1AO«< 
7B7&Or4CDIUJV1KrT 
uBUOaATCD TUTOR 

GIJ4THEART0FMED 
G in TNE COMPOSER 
GW( MUSIC DATABASE 
GWlAliDiO^^NEER 
C6*I4DSKMED'W0RKS 

uionouADMnAniE 
cunc-ro^ 

CWKWNOOASSCS 
Gl}4VTVALDI30tSK 

0M2AM1GA-DEUS 
C2l3 0fGi CONCERT VI 
G 610 BAGPIPE MUSIC 
aW£XPRESSlONV2 
D 473 RHYTHM'S DANCER 
U 1039 COTTONEYE SONG 
GlOaa MELLOW CD MIX 
G M47 7 DSK JUKEBOX 
iAMPllS ■ MOM 
GUOKORGDtWSDiSK 
l:!P«HOUS£JDW 
ClOiSlKTIONTDfiK 
:lM7SDUNDPX3D4SK 
CISHORUWIOW 
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CIOOSTUDENOTIJ 
CBflltBCMOD 
:: 413 3 DISK SPECTRUM 
■_ 889 PC EM 2 DISK 
1337 ACTION WftAY 
Zi30DRaOKlCKli 
GWREOKiaiAA 
C4HSKiatlJ-30 
C37SA600 NUMBER PAD 
G7I9 4DSKCH-GAMES 

DiiK COPIEIS 
C3B0NlB&LERiNlB| 
C737MULTnAiKiMT) 
CiSflXCOFTPBO 
C3S7COPtANOCRAa 
C33SL0CI!P1CKERV2 

D4i»nAV9ix:xvs 

HMDPWVCAS 

Di»(rt^ajcnn&w 

□ SO(R^PR^AL300 

C7T9W.'B3lNSTAL 
L_TOW,^1IN5TAI 
Cfi3IH/D^TAata 
CWS MR BACKUP PRO 
L 490 flDJSR MAGIC Wfl 
CS33H.D5UPERLOCK 
^ J 141 GAME INSTAU VJ 
01199 GAMES INST AU.V4 

PRJWTING 
r cm AMIGA fONTJOOK 
C lOOmiNTEHDMWtS 
C04fl*'WJTHGSTUOIO 
C34S&A/#4£RnAJtn 
r243AWAJUMWBSDO; 
C057TEXTENGWEV* 
GWLABROESKiNER 
G394INVOfCEPRjN'T 
n437EDWORDTEXT£D 
G 749 FORM PRNTB 

AMtGi e\ji\i(ii 
C 833 DATABASES I OtSK 
C(W3 ACCOUNT PWTBl 
C14D ADDRESS BOOR 
G 01 OMLT DIARY 

r470LrTTlEOffia 
ClM SPREADSHffT 

G53SUKSTO CODES 
COLOL/J^OJ^ART 

G617 6DlSKCOl.WUSh 
G633 7D«a*ART 
G9DlVDtSKW0RlfiWf 
Ol0603DatUONiaNG 
jMONO CLJP <RT 

D[73l3DtSKPORTfOUO 
DSSB7DISKCLPAJIT 
AMIGA VOD£M 
;!:4I3N COMMSvJ 

Ga»OMtoms« 

GAVTOT-ITOaK 

„80IDMS«O 

r rOfiSTAZBASUrmCS 

PflOGRAAtMCJQ 
■ 388 A-fiASlC TUTOR 
Z iB3 E »0DU*4. 
jlWSOZOBONC 
C 304 UND0(STArgO AMOS 
:: 733 TONS 0* AMOS 
CI0*7DATATYPB 

DDJTrOU«S££/ 
aZ39SU«5HOMr»W(BL 

CBOBMAKEADlSA 

I243pejuwKn 

1734 AM&* FAX 
ZSftSlCc»fAftl€T 

1 1012 mx user 

Ci0^1DWHaMIOOR 

vwuscoMmot 

GSO»AIZHV«US 
140 KVK PLUS 
C993ffllU53 
OlIlllDSCVllUSDATA 

AwGivnunts 

C«l24D»TOOtJaTl 
CI030AI1DIOMCTOOU 
QlOTlAGATCOtAOX 
DlllrHUl ^10113 
fMSNd SYSTEM 

GiwrrTTiMTSTei 

j4fi7HLEUNDnnE 
OlMDlSKOPTMtSE 
D 35* ENGINEER 1 KIT 
D 34S FIX DISK 
OlWHARDWARf HAJ^UAI 

AAirG' tDUCAJiOr^ 
D76*GEOG«APH1 
DSnnATMSSDW 
D«44 ENGLISH 4 DISK 
D«LAMk^ES4 0(SK 
C370PLA«FTS4DfiA. 
_»4fi*ilNESSDW 
CM9AMK;A TUTORIAL 
Ciil3WORLDMi5TORr 



DiSKCOSTlt.lS EACH. NO MtNtMUM ORDER, ALL ViRUS FREE AND USER fRIENOLY 

Afl Gomel orp on I duk and run on all Amigai unlnt olherwrif ftatctt. 

PICK AN EXTRA DISK FOR FREE WITH EVERY EtGHT Dli,KS YOU PURCHASE 
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Nimt; 



AfriJ[i ModtL 



AddrujL 



^^.SADDLETRAMPS PD'w* 



F1 Licenceware 

Fl -010 £3.99 
KARATE fAASTER 

Fl-025£i99 
ARTSCHOavi.i 

F 1-048 £3.99 
ERIK lPbtfom>erl 

F 1-050 £4.99 
A.BGT AM0SV2 

Fl -086 £4.99 

LEQONSOFDAWN ^^^^ 
(state HD/Hoppyl Fl-n4£3 99 
F1-O90E3.99 AMOSDio'log 

PUNT£ftV3,1 Procedures 



f 1-092 E3.99 
F1?EMIER L£AGU£ 

FIWSESW 
GONKS (puzzle) 

FM05C3.99 
DYNAMITE 
F'] 12 £5.99 
AWOSZINE 9 

F1-113E3.99 
AWOS AGA 



5 Dimension Licenceware 

FDU-002 £2.99 FDG'X3 £2 95 

NATIONAL LOTTERV JUMf^EM 



SYSTEM (complete 
database of post 
numbers, rondom + 
dalQ selection} 

FDU-003 £195 
SCMA4MAPreR 
(superb game 
mopping utiily, 
requires AGA tQ 
createl 

FDU-004 £2.95 
DISK SYSTEM V3.0 
(creotes multi- medio 
diisk coh^logs - roted 



Fl Gold 

Each tille comes with o printed A5 monuol 95% AShopper) 
and plasric sleeve, Softwore of exlremely 
fiigh quolily wilfi full technical support, 

FGOOl G RAC. vl . 1 Creole /our own 
games with eow Tlie firsJ progrom of its tind 
on ANY computer. SPEOAL PRICE £5.99 



(oddictive orcade 
puuler) 

FTC 005 £2.95 

HILT 

(commerciol quolily 

overhead view 

Dungeon Moster 

gome) 

FDG 006 £2,95 

PARADOX2 

|cool arcode puzzfer 

-roted86%AUH 



IF YOU'VE GOT A MODEM SURF 
ACROSS TO MIDNIGHT EXPRESS BElS 

[+44] 01384 865626 

You con download our latest cot disk 

plus 5D 6env>i. . . kewl 



Pnc» & Ordwing 

lOOO'i of great PD diiki in stock from 

just 50p eocK 

All PO & Lcenceware POST FREE 



FG-002 BLACKBOARD vA. Image processor 
£8,50 

FG-003 MAGIC PAINTBOX, Supert new ort 

pock for kids, with over 84 functions. £5.99 

Send just 50p and receive our superb, eos/ to use, custom written CATALOGUE 
disk, supplied FREE with first order. Contains full details on ALL Licenceware & PD 

WE CAN ALSO SUPPLY THE FULL AMITEK RANGE 



24HRTEL/FAX 01709 8881 27 24HR 



1 lower Mill Close, GoldAorpe, Rotherham, South Yorkshire S63 9BY 

Piease make Cheques /Postoi Orc/ers payable to SADDIETRAMPS PD 



ONLiNE 



Tel: 01704 834335 BBS: 01704 834583 



SPECIAL PACK DEALS 



r-f\ 



fUilGUl I NTEINET PACKAGE iHD°^0_ -k^\ 

MAGlUt USER INlEHfACt PHOGHWJS^I 4 rt- 12DISKS PER P«K 






ttTS 



AeCDE FOhTS '1 '2 ^3 Hiti 15 DiSllS PfA PACK 

CQlOUfllfF FONT^ #1 . #2 ft #3 ■ 15DISKS PER PAK ._._„ 

MONO IFF FONTS *1 i *? 13 DISKS PER PACK _... 

CGCLlPflRTM-BDlSKPACK 

IMAGiNr TEXTURESi.OflJECTS /I '2 & /3 ■ 9 DFSK S PEP PACK 
CGF0MS*i.f2 13 *4i»5 ISOlStSPERPACK ElD.MWCH 

CGF0hTS#6 lEDlShS £925' SWPL£SVflBlOUS2?0» - lOOIBK^ E7 50 



^D.SO EACH 

E10 U EACH 

_ £S.aa EACH 

Ce.75 EACH 



BLANK DISKS 

lO^QDiiks . 35pEach 
21100 Disks ... 3(H»Each 
100* Pnone 

ALL aUALFTV DISKS 
THE ABOVE PRICtSlHCL 

LABELS & FREE PAP 
(MINIMUM DRDER 1Q DISKSl 



7Sp 



3 ctJsK catalogue FREE wHh 1'" orfic^r OR send 1*^ Clans SAE or 
(ALL ORDERS SENT OUT BY r"' CLASS BETURN POST) 

t?l-NUMfRDf DISKS REQUIRED AGA - A12«) AdOOQ 0«LT HD - HAHD DHIVE HE Qt>IPED 



fDaiASll«-SUlllS|3!i*aA] 

pHOTQTCfiiiMic Tioiiibiasiin 

IXJS FHOMC Tl« TBUltl (^1 
JiLiikiS MUTEWDiA rh ('£At 

tmwim HXAP ^^t^h ir wfli (31 

GflUfviHiliUC'/llJj 
EUIDE TO ME iPTinWl <ll 3 

uciux»av'ikiiidhVEr;HtATst 
nhyT00M51J!5rfly cLii-iWt \t\ 
BiioiiAur soLiniD'is 
srAnrnEK^&ACfiDAOPSi?} 

ROSWELl UrOMIDESjilACJU 
T|lAHiC?r?J(FuU.Vi 

r£ftu V* I \k> 

cnlOGRJ^>|.'^^l,rl^,^jLilSl 

bUlfl>CTlOI|«DO| 

GUVS tmSM. OiU£ > TO II l1f| 

Th(lA5tS0tMAi7j 

ft^^ couiAr ) \h 

LlKl/VflLIKfllDlDIKP 
OHIW &U«S W 1 4 « 1 4 N) 
CraCAHCDfLintlJ} 
i:OAnSAM3LERC7| 

PaUKWAMA 

JETSETW1LLV3 

UOftQIKf VH D DELUIl (AQA» (HOj itt 

CABQ Sirs FOR *flflVt lAOA^ |ll».l 

DELUXE QALAIiAVTe PL ^V 

PriAhCiL£D FFNmns 

]S1>1 HOLL GOL' (7) 

HEj^VI^ ABLlTTHLiUlQUIC 

QHAVlT'lOF'a7VlM 

TANKS H STUff D0Qf«H1, ETC 

kti<;ABA].L y; mao UVEA 

tf&UMt.VlP|l«A) 
5JAPl«lWl7l 

STiW&iiSr Tj ^1 

itfi urn otnMS ui 



dCTMbt 

rrcHV ft foSiSrit n M Eh 

CHAIlLlITk<CJLllM?BlMl|lh 
LASISTUOClFlOTHWBli^ 



BHLlitTHIAhtR A\ M»\ tHQl IJlGAb 

l»«MOSPAjfJ|i 

IVAT SLOVWA \h rWU) 

TJET DEHO 9K*. H WX LHXrAOU 

eUJh DEAD MM \ia/.\ 

JfaiSWUCESt 

CREAIWC COtfOATS 

WW •TOCJl tQ.OOO- PODltK%. 
to If THMttt It A DriH VOif 

nm>iT HtM vr mMv mavi in 

ntOMS HCW « riMQ OVT. 
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nUS J W AVIJIABLE AT (lOS » 

an inwtFii vnTH LiHca a 
f I* mw couMS ncK wcl 
unimfT uirrffMi a ii 



cmtirs |*0RrH nsi fKCV. wow 

L ■0B ^l*IL 5 A.^.J[F <li'lL'W ^''[ _| 



■IvESrOCA rH£ fOLtOWFWG FflED^ 

FISH I JO JOOO. ASSASSINS llAVeS 
I 1 TO J56. LSD UTILS I TO UB j 

PERiPHERALS 

mCAFACJTtl.CCUaElH'ltaifS ft A 

ffHAfaarttaainnsPUif/ti^ i^m 
Ml ATttuSiPKM pon camrauTT} ci ' » 
HOUSi mri rllFD 'OAPr. MEPi i BUtQiin < 

Da* DBM acAHii n *i 

CKLjrKB HUlTl COLDISH XT-SllOC . . E10 H 
COMP PflO f nflA C1.1AHJ0V5TICK Eli|rt 

COMP PDOFxrnAHJNIILLIAnjOVSriCliL E12 99 
AlFA DAFA MtQA UQl/M tCOOP! HIGH-HESfl? 9ft 
WflCOLOUH AHAl'V'r'i''j'-"".KFLABElS 13» 
iMOTftAClDRlh . "'IKB^ Q*9 



SlflSHM VTIR JrC Vi« [AfiAt 

EJOVT vou wwi Hi - fnur tn MA] 

PnOMT' - MO GOOD HH ij( 1 1 U» CW) 

u^iAiuwifoatwi 

IWItlilT FOLLOHrCnS I iHi CHh 

MmtmB8Arr«a^a 

ML OUl AHSlENr lljftf S 

STWTilfi(:n(M(r,VJDrJh 

iVMi vor J ur srKf niOHi fan ouaus 
uTiLiTiaa 

PhUAAOHl 

SKAPESMinEnvJOH 

ASSA^mS MUl Ti VlSM ( 7 VSHDm 

HOPDMARfil MS-DUrt t 

MUSlTJOMVIQ 

soucE V con n I fj 4fi 
nuHCH niroq A 0U17 

VATlW. MOlM* WtMUMVC V3,1 

SPfWXiLB V (ACS PJMX*at t 

fLUUVi urrtiTifS rr fiififH 

M«IC HOUKNCP VI Jf 

UAGIC MALAOCH EVnU lOM f?1 

DEinUCUR ifj 10 . EBITDAS \»0) 

V WIXUSHOP y« I A V CKOffiWIIlZ] 

HO OAHF lUlALLtRS I ^3IJ|4i 

AOOHES^niHr tf< < 

O'PAINT lUOOl SVSTEV r7> 

WWHOT sT«h TO a drkps pwm 

ein]lDATEhl&T0H«V?2 

VlOlDllUiCtfn EXTRAS U) 

«i-BEa iWUDHOPS ^It 

BLr]?aLANKEaVZU 

lUAGiNE VJ GUDD'> SVSTEU m l£| 

GOCkUlhStAWPAWlS 

■mam VIM iaodo Tnifs « itj 

ViC-NiyUUIWlGAHa 

*W ElBlAAT* « . I» ««S in 

□LAW JVMK sncmuu QAjUTon v7 □ 

SPfCreuH UUNS Pji£AS |» I 
war USEFtS FtEflRfHCt GUCC 



FLNAiFit"?^ FINA, WPilEHPIil&rt i?i 



P4* 

UK li^ TOT II tUHnci ADUeo*. 

H[5T 01 TMI WDHID ADDilQ-, 10 

TDTAL OnOER VALLIt MlXIMUM i^ 7^ 

JIIUhllFUII El niM lAHtl T7 7iiHh 



CHEQUES & POSTAL OPOERS PAYABLE TO 

ONLINE PD, DEPT AUI 1, 1 THE CLOISTERS, 
HALSALL LANE, FORMBY. LIVERPOOL, L37 3PX 




The Public Domsin 



scene continues to 

provide a 





for tlie Amiggy as 
Pavid V\far €i reports. 



The marks awarded to each PD 
disk are based purely upon its 
own merfts and. of course, our 
personal views. Valuefor money 
and reliability are also taken into 
account as well as features and 
quality of the software. 



ComDatibilit 



The PD disks reviewed In this 
issue were lested on an A1200 
with a baste 2 megs of chip RAfUI. 
Check with yourPD supplier that 
the disks you are ordering are 
compatible with your Amiga. 




All Ireeiy distributable software 
comes under the rather decept- 
ive umbrella of "public domain". 
Quite a lot of this software is, fn 
fact, shareware. Shareware 
means that if you like the 
software, or use it regularly, the 
author wJJI request a reasonable 
donation from £5 to £20, There is 
usually a note on the disk in- 
forming you it the software is 
shareware or regular PD. 

Whether or not you send a 
donation to the author depends 
totally upon your level of 
consc ience and moral s . Re mem- 
t>er, if you send a donation to the 
author, you may receive an 
updated version of the software. 
Even it you don't receive an 
update, you will have given the 
authorthe incentive to continue 
contributing into the public 
domain. 




Fl Licenceware 



Tfiis is a neat puzzTe game written in 
Amos. The story behind the game 
seems a liitl© bizarre as halt the popu- 
lation of a planet went oft- world and 
turned nasty. They do. don't they? 
They then came back and made lite 
miserable tor those that were left be- 
hind, (What can you expect from oft- 
world travellers. Have you seen ApoNo 
13?) 

A passing traveller decided to sort 
out this evil lot by building a complex 
tower into which the planet's popula- 
tion was put - both good and bad. By 
pulling thefborsfromunderneathlhem 
you cause the inhabitants to tall down, 
hence the name of the game. Keep 
the good (fed) guys away from the 
basement and all's fine. Drop the bad 
(blue) guys down there and wave them 
goodbye - permanentfy. 

Unlike many games you probably 
won't need a cheat forthis<buIiIshould 
give you plenty of hours of entertain- 




ment. You'il have played quite a few 
worse games in your time. We have. 




1 1'/ FiM ! I 

PD Gold 

No. this is nothing to do with the clas- 
sic TV series. Remember Tanx? The 
game where two tanks Ined to destroy 
each other across varied terrain. You 
versus the computer. f^ASH is almost 
the same except that you get ground 
troops as well. And ground troops are 
the appropriate words, 'or your foot 
sloggers are potatoes. Yes, the tuber- 
ous veggies. And il^ey are armed lo 
the eye teeth. 

Do spuds have eye teeth? Of 
course they do. They certainly have 
eyes. Just look rn your vegetable cup- 
board after a week or two. so they 
must have eye teeth too. The tatties 
arms in Mash are bazookas firing all 
manner of ordnance. The same for 
the accompanying tanks. 

The object of the game Is to get to 




the enemy base before he gets to you. 
Wow! That's a new idea isn't it? The 
terrain can prove diffk^ult. but the tank 
can blast its way through, while your 
spud men can t}ecome sappers and 
build bridges or dig lunnets. While the 



concept is not vastly original the ex- 
ecution is very enlerlaining. The game 
is highly appropriate to play on a ma- 
chine equipped 
witti custom 
chips! 
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Pfxef 

Hmm... aword processor torS:5. Seems 
reasonable to me. Text Engine is a 
very powerful little leict editor that's 
been writtenenlirelyin Assembler. Thrs 
lalesi version has a bang up-io-daie 
GUI interface that now uses your own 
Workbench preferences and fonts. 

There is a 36,000 word spell 
checker that gives rather too many 
useful suggestions, but you can re- 
place dodgy words simply with a but- 
ton press. The previous release re- 
quired you to type in the replacement 
word yourself. 

Tfiere is a full cut and paste facil- 
ityn along with lots of options for differ- 



Digital 

ent text types - italics, bold, etc. The 
length of adoci>ment is only limited by 
the amount of memory your machine 
has, and the same goes for the clip- 
board buffer loo. 

This is another excellent product 
that would not be out of place in any- 
one's library of software. You might, 
of course, already possess a word 
processor but nevertheless for the 
cost of Text Engine, negligible really, 
it could well be worth you getting it and 
giving it a try as a possible alternative. 





Jon Harris 



Pool equals Trouble according to a 
song from a Hollywood musical, and 
they were quite right. The trouble 
here is that you can spend hours and 
hours and hours playing this game - 
even with the stnp option turned off. 
Yes, this has a stnpper and you can 
choose male or female topless 
opponents, (WeVe not so keen on 
topless males) 




The games can be played agamsi 
the computer or another, human, 
player. The tabte and balls are 
customizable, and play is easy to 
control via keyboard or joystick. Fellow 
AUI staff were amazed when I 
managed to pot two bails with one 
trick shot. This proves that I led a mis- 
spent youth - and am leading an even 
more ill-spent adulthood, perhaps. 

Even for those who are put off by 
the numbered balls that you see in 
Hustler-type movies, Fnday Night 
Pool on the Amiga is a fun game and 
provides plenty of entertainment. But 
watch out if you have something eise 
to do as it may never get done 





PD Gold 



A very well thought out puzzle game 
from Mexico, which is not a country 
from which we get loads of software 
for the Amiga. Written using Amos 
by Ramses Moreno, with graphics 
andsoundbyTonaliuhMorenOnyou 
must control your three characters - 
each has special powers - so that 
you can get the McGuffin into a sort 
of warp door. Once that is done your 
characters get teleported to the next 
level- 



Beware the traps and the time 
limit, neatly depicted by using a light- 
ening sky behind a farmyard scene. 
When the cock crows, that's yer lot 

Perhaps as the countries in Latin 
America begin to forge ahead eco- 
nomically we shall see more of their 
software reaching the rest of the world. 
What about a game called "Montezu- 
ma's Revenge"? 
Or is that a 
crap idea? 
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Pixel Digital 

Pixel Digital is a fully featured data- 
base. Yes. One that you could use 
without worrying about its limitations. 
This is high quality Public Domain 
material. There is no need to register, 
it is absolutely free - well you have to 
pay for the disk, umm,,, that's it really. 
Rnding this quality of product cir- 
culating in PD is very rewarding for it 
gives anyone the opportunity to learn 
about and use a well-designed and 
very usable database without having 
to fork out lumps of cash for it. You 
may later want to go on to a full com- 
mercialproduct.bulwhatis more likely, 
is that Fiasco will satisfy your needs. 





Pixel Digital 

Four superb music tracks featuring 
acoustic guitar. We all stopped work 
hereatAU/solhal we could appreciate 
the quality. This is an excellent 
grouping of Amiga music and well 
worth owning i! you want to know just 
how good music can be on our 
favourite ^ 

computer. »^« t^^j* 




JANUARY 1996- AUI 




THE AUI PD Stakeout 




Seasoft 



Seasofl have brought out tour sets ot disks^ each with an aviation theme. 
Airshow has ten pictures takenf ram videos sholduringthe 1 993 display season- 
All the old f avouriles are here, tram the Fairey Swordfish toihe Red Arrows, The 
latter showing what Ihey can do. Most of the other pictures are of static aircraft. 
There mustbe a market for things of the air However, for fans of the TopGun 
persuasion, Ihese disks could be an ideal present for themselves, or somebody 
who will appreciate them. 







I 



JAr^i/>kC4ilA 



"RAF Fast Jels" is a useful guide to what the RAF operates today. Technical 
details of each aircratl tyoe, along with information on armaments, are given 
when you click on the appropriate icon. Silhouettes are shown for each type, 
plus camouflage and colour schemes expertly drawn by John Dell. Not exactly 
a 'Janes', but it is cenainly a fol. lot, cheaper. 

In the old days, the Soviets would have paid a fortune for this, and John le 
Carre would have written a best seller about it called Tinker, Tailor, Soldier. 
Software Programmer. 









Raven Software 

As usual some mega-corporaiion has 
stolen a secret formula and you, as 
Professor Endsworth, must retneve it 
from their spaceship before it is sent 
off to worlds unknown. 



Created using the Graphical Ad- 
venture Creator {GRAC), I was quite 
surprised to find Lethal Formula to be 
an absorbing game. The graphics 
aren't too bad either. Wbiie it doesn't 
really reach the presentation stand- 
ards of commercial games. It is, as 
always, in this type of game, the 
addictiveness of the gameplay that 
matters and Lethal Formula, in spite 
of sounding likethe kind of Mei Gibson 
fiim that you would go out ot your way 
to avoid, has its fair share of 
'absorbtion' power. 





BATTLE OF BRITAl 
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Both Spitfire and Messerschmitt 
Bf109 are hypertjook documents that 
give the background and technical 
details of these two famous WWII 
fighters. Well illustrated, the only thing 
that lets the disks down is Hyperbook 
itself, Gold Disk's rather chunky (clunky) 'multimedia 

Nevertheless, the enthusiasts of these Forties 
hvals will revel in the nostaigia factor. After all. the 
Battie of Bntain was won and lost by them. 




' utility. 
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rpRO SERIESl 
LBETTINGl 



All 

The word is ""dazzling" (well, his letters 
do come on day-glo paper) which 
describes the work of Ali Prior, whose 
excellently put together betting pre- 
diction packages must be made known 
to you. 

If you are a person who fikes a little 
flutter then Mr. Prior has a program for 
you. Post him an S.A.E (25p) and 2 
blank disks and he will send you the 
demo version of whatever you want - 
FooTbaii. Horses, Lottery, or Grey- 
hounds, 

The intelligent interface used in 
his packages is very well designed 
and simple to use. The only flaw 
being the amount of data you have to 
enter, especially for the pools predic- 
tor, before you can get meaningful 
results. 



Prior 

As someone from a family whose 
main hobby wasthe dogs and horses. 
I can appreciate how much easier this 
software would have made our lives - 
we might have won more often! (Or 
even occasionallyf) 

Ali Prior does not teU us if he is a 
milhonaire yet, and since I do not bet, 
I cannot comment on whether the 
Pro series will actuary make YOU or 
the bookie richer. Nevertheless, if 
you a punier, then you need all the 
power you can get on your side and 
these programs at least might give 
you a sporting chance. And remem- 
ber, roulette tables with more than 
one zero are death! And so are black- 
jack games 
unless you can 
count the cards. 
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Man 

Another music disk, this tfms from 
Poland. Warsaw to be exact. While 
we would like to encourage the devel- 
opment of any kind of software for Ihe 
Amiga and particularly from unusual 




The Vark CLItUlilities disks have to 
be among the best when it comes to 
value for money. A simple menu front 
end gives you access to five lists of 
Shell only utilities and their associ- 
ated document files. The 30 odd 
programs range from disk speed test- 
ers to programs designed to patch 
requesters, grabs screens, randomize 
modules, and create instaliation 
scripts. There's even a sound sam- 
pling program. 





The funny thing is that I have seen 
quite a few requests from people who 
wanted th&r Amiga to regain iis powers 
of speech after ihey upgraded from 
1.3 to 2.1 and above. Due to some 
dispute with Commodore the software 
that used to do this was removed from 
the "improved' operating systems. 

Squawky Talky does not give you 
those powers back. Instead there are 
a number of little programs thai 
improve the voice of your Amiga, but 
you will need those important libraries 
- translator and narrator first, 

This is your Amiga talking.,." Ah. 
those were the good old days, 
especially for peo ple whose ey esight 
wasn't that 
good. 




PD 

sources, and Poland is certainty not 
too familiar to us, this has to consid- 
ered well on the boring side of the 
divide between east and west. Yawn 
is. our Polish speaking 4U/staff mem- 
ber tells u%. a Polish word meaning, 
"Don't give up your day job." So that's 
whal we say about Intruders WOSP, 
Yawn. MT^T 






MM! 
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Graham Osboume 

I know what It is like working on disk 
based magazines, so full marks to Graham Osbourne for making the effort. This 
is a two disk issue {No, 3) which contains game reviews. PD, reviews of serious 
products, a cover story, swap shop, and freebie software. 

The interface leaves a lot to be desired. It's not one of those glitzy demo 
types, but rattier afew icons on Workbench. However, I prefer disk mags to be 
this way, but with better layout and fcons. It Eooks too much like 1,3. 

The reviews could be beeted up a bit and more use 
made of a spell checker, Graham, invest £5 in Text 
Engine 5.0. and lefs see what you can do for issue 4. 





Roberta Smith DTP 

A six disk animation set that 
requires lots of RAM, 2Mb to 
be precise, Charley Cat 12 has 
been split into 4 episodes which 
prompt you as to whal disk 
needs to be inserted - i.e, 1 . 2, 
1.3,1.3,1,2,1,2,1.2,1,2,1, 
2,1,2.1.2,1,2,6,1.6,1,6.1. 
6, 1,6. 1.e.andljusltogetihe 
first episode to load and run. Ii 
lasts about a minute and a 
quarter. 

A "Cinemascope" 

production. Cowboy Cals has 
just the right sort of feeling to it. 
II reminded of those spaghetti 
westerns of the 60s thai mixed 
comedy with violence - not that 
there is much in the way o1 
til ood shed. Anthony Whitaker. 
the artist/animator, is no Sam 
Peck in pah. Enjoyable. 





PSSST is a platform game wtiich has 
been produced in tribute to the old 
Spectrumtitle by Ultimate. Guide your 
'robot' to the various spraycans and 
zap those bugs. Each aerosol has Its 
own particular powers - some good, 
some bloody useless. AG A machines 
only. (There was. believe it or not, a 
filmcailed'PSSSr.afree copy of this 
game to the first reader who writes 
and tells us who starred in it.) 




Contacts fot PO m'mei in this issue 



Ali Prior 

10 Lovell Park Heights 

Leeds LS7 1 DP 

POGoM 

POBoxU 
Louth 

UncolnshireLNIl 9LF 
Tel. 01507 450114 

Pigmy Crush PD 

5 Skomer Place 
Swansea, Wesl Glamorgan 
South Wales SA5 5PH 
TeL 01792 587991 

Raven Software 

6 Railway Terrace 
Holgate, York Y02 4BN 
Tel. 01904 622416 



Roberta Smith DTP 
190Falloden Way 
Hampstead Garden Suburb 
London 
NW1 1 6JE 
TeLOISI 455 1626 

Graham Osboume 

152 f^arlborough Road 

Old Town 

Swindon 

Wiltshire 

SN3 1LU 

TeT. 01793 610632 

Jonathan Harris 
2 Leigh Road 
Walsall 

West Midlands 
WS4 2DS 
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Mill' 

Vo hnzfc ifour conipnn}/ etitrif iu the AUI Arena, 
ti It phottc 0171-5S6-7717 or fax 0171-483-1774 



artworks 

CLIP ART 



Original, fully scaleable, 
vectored clip art 



For Amigfl and P<^ corrvtilcf* NOT PUBLIC DOMAIN 

In ProPAgo lofmat for ProPAge. ProDrdw, PAgesettet 2/3 and m Adobe Type 88 EPS 
for final Wrilof. Wordworth 3,Hnot SEJ, Pag«Tfoam. Arl Expression, ProVocaor. 

Set 1) FRAMES, COBNCTS- STRIPS AND MOTIFS 

Set 21 BADGES, BANNERS BUBBLES AND BURSTS 

Set 3» SIGNS AND SYMBOLS 

Each »T ■■ psckiigAd m a library caao and hai; 

' AbouT 100 ortflinaL Ngh quality^ »caleabta. vectorad images mostiv in colour 

■ A booUot s^ow^ng all of the imagai on tt>e disks toi quick oaav teferonco. 

- A iB'ga, rnonochrorn«, bit-mapped version of each (mage. 

■ Initruction* ar>d hints for thaii creative uee. 



4 

V 



C19h96 pftf Hi or £17.50 each when purchasing 2 or nwre aelt 
Pl«4H «rdl4 iMKh tragrtm you c«u*ro vour dtp an lor. 
FordttAili of All ArtworkB' prQdix:ii for Amhga and PC compur^rt, i^^cluding our bitrr^ppetf r«f>^, 

pl«*M canucl Arl wo he »H 

Pleauf make chflques/PO'e payable to ARTWORKS 
Artwork!. 3 Pond Sido. Wootton, Ufcabv- South HumbafBide 0N39 SSF 





^yjv*"- 




^y 01469 5B8138 





* AMIGA PD -ALL models ALL versions * 



The I X-— ^ 

|KEW=Il| m, 

■ Collection I " l^ 



Collection 

P.O. Box 672 

South Croydon 

Surrey CR2 9YS 

Tel: 0181 657 1617 



Public Domain and ShareWare 
- fully tested, documented and virus free! 

THE LEADER 

- OTIIFRS CAN ONLY FOLLOW! 



■Rie LATEST in PD and 

SHAREWARE! 

PLUS! Free help & advke bv 

post or telephone - anytime. 

« Written Help! sheets. 



FREE 

P&P 



* Edited & Printed docs. 

^ YOU choose (he programs 
WE make you VOIR disk. 

* 1-3 FULL disks £1-50 each, 

* 4 plus disks £1.25 each. 



UNIQUE Tick Your Own Programs^ for FULL DISK VALUE! 



:i: FREE CLUB MEMBERSIilP :i: 

INFORMATION PACK & 

CATALOGUE DISK only £1 

Jhlnclutlinjillu'lAriSI Virus Checker & iKtr: updates 





INTERNATIONAL 



INSANITY 



QUALITY AMIGA 
PUBLIC DOMAIN 

000*s of disks in 
stock!!! Including 
entire assassins 
collection, AMOS 
collection, clipart} 
fonts etc & many 
other games, 

utilities. 

You name it, we 

can get it 

For full listings & a 
free game send 50p 

and an 5AE for our 
latest catalogue disk. 

For more information 

call (0378) 0S4637 

after 6pm. 




Cheques/P Orders 

Payable to A P Varley, 

Insanity PD 

542 Grange Rd, 

Gilligham,Kent,ME72UH 



li 




Bwce Smith Bookt 

New Books for your Amiga 

Bruce Smith t Tolat! Mombench 3 
The complete guide to WorVDencri on Amiga 
A1200 and DeyonO The lonoawailed loHow 
upto rhe best selling Ai200ln&jae'GLiicie AH 
aspects of using I he WorVbencM at coveretl m 

deptn with pkntrful illusirations. practical 

examples and lutonais. Notfiing is iell 

une«pl3med. 

ISBN 1S7330a^&&-8. 41G pages. C1999 

incius'W 

Bruce Smith's Total! AmigaOOS 

Suitable tor any Amiga with AmiQaDOS 3it- 

Al 200. A4000 eic Am i ga DOS is buj n into e^^ry 

Amiga and learning how to use it can gieatty 

enhance yout use ol the Amiga Every 

AmigaDOS command covered 

IS8N t -873306-56-6. 512 pages. £21.99 

mclusive 

Paul Overaa 1 Total! Atiemble' 
The complete an<] up lo date guide to writing 
superb programs for your Amiga FoUow Ihe 
step by step enamples (all provided on disk) 
and you'll soon master Amiga assembly 
fanauage progTammmg tecfimques ISBN 1- 
fl7330a-57-1, 512 paoes, two disks, £24.99 
inclusive 

UK Cnmms - In1eri>e1 anif More 

This 1 5 1 he c omp i eie c onip u ler co m m unicati ons 

book with everything you need to get started 

and pfogtess m one easy lo use package. 

WriHen by John Kennedy and Darren Irvine. 

ISBN I'Srsaofi-IO-X, 320 pages. E19.95 

inclusive. 

BSB ' Msslers af Amiga 
Practical Real examples with no detail left out 
and no assumpiions rnade; step by step tutoria] 
text with examples and ill us I rations at every 
imporiani pomi, great design to make 
information easily accessible Usetuh 
Com p rehe n sive lef e ren ce mate r lal lu lly i n d e ved 
and wifh no stone left unturned, programs, 
routines and utilities on disk; technical 
appendices, bibliographies and glossaries 
Reifahia: The best authors, regularly updated, 
Amiga developer status. 

Bruce Smith Books publJslies a complete 

range o1 Qooki lor yojr Arniga. Whellier you 

rufi 3 secondhand A5D0 or an A40D0 040 

WH ve got a liooh lor you. 

Send a r ring lor i Irea ulalovue, 

24 hour creifit card hotline: 

01923 894355 

Cheques/POs/cards to: 

BSB, Freepost 242, 5t Albans, 

Hen5,AL2 3BR 




Depi, AUI 99b London Road, GIoucbsIbi; Gil 3HH. 



Presanrs.... 

Lottery Winner Pro III 

For only £5. 00 (Incfuaes p*p ana our latest catalogue disk) 
- Wh66l system support. Including editor - 

- Zodiac prediction - 

- Hot/Cold number prediction - 

- Technical support — 

"/ got my money back four told in one week!" 

(t you have written any software you woufd like us lo market, ttien get In touch. 

Please make all checjues elc. payable to SHOAH PO, 







i L 



ERNATION 



AHICA BOOKS FROM DTBS 



Maitenng Amiga 6egknner^(WB 1/2) £9.9S 
Masiflnng Amiga Beginner^ (WB3j £I9.9S 
Masienng AmipDOS 2 Vol 2 (Referfince) .... 

— h-''.- "'— r^ ■■■■ m ■■■■■■ bl I-' J 

Mastering Amiga C -,,.„,-,„-„.-,—,. £I9,9S' 

Mastenng Amiga Priniers ^.....,.-.. £19,95' 

Mastenng Amiga Syii«m £29.95" 

Mastcnng Amip AMOS £19.95 

Muiering Amiga Area ^ ^■. £2 1 .95' 

Mastering Amip DOS 3 Tutor £21.95' 

MasienngAmigaDOS 3 Reference . £21.95 

Mastering AmipDOS knpu £ 1 9.95 

Maswrmg Amfga Progrvnrnmg Secr«s£2 1 .95' 

Amip AI200 Be^nnen pack £39.9S 

£3995 
.£M.9S 
.£I4.9S 
.£H95 
.£r4.9S 



Amiga Duks ft Drives 

Amiga Workberich A to Z 



£14.95' 



£14 9E;^ 

+ ■■■444 hFlriHH fcT 1-^^ 

Amiga Assembler Insider Guide £14.95' 

Amiga Hifdware ftef, Mamal (Ind Ed. - WB 

1 ,3) £9.95 

Amiga ROM Kemal; Includes (2nd Ed. - WB 1 .3) 

^^ J44_LLL^ J J JXLXLB J J_LLLLB J JXI_BI_B ■■■■■■■■■■ ^H ' Tn r J 



■ T4++hBn44 hhhhB44-l-t 



Amiga AI200 Workbench Pack. 

Amiga Gamers Guide Vol I 

Amiga A600 insider Guide 

Am^ AI200 InsKier Guldt 

A 1 200 Next Steps 



Amiga HUniMn Ref. Manual (3rx] Ed. WB 2) 
_ ,, , 25 9S 

Amiga ROM Kemat lodudet (3rd Ed.) £3^.95 
Amiga ROM KerTuI: Ubrarles (3rd Ed.)£34.95 
Amiga ROM Kemal: Devices i3rd Ed ) a5.95 

Amiga Real-Time 3D Graphics- £14.9$ 

Completers & Chaos Amip Edition.-. £14.95 

Amiga Game Makers Manual £16,95 

Mapping the Amiga 2rid Ed, -«— £25.95 

Amiga BASIC A Dibhand Guide £15,95 

Secrets of Fronoer Elite -^.>..- £9 95 

frtr componrtjn drs* suppfjed 



SPECIAL OFFERS 



Because of a bulk purchase we are able lo offer cenain of the videos at 
greotfy reduced pnces whie current slocks hsl 

AMOIOt Anmaiion Video volume t . £7.50 AM0I02 Animation Video Volume 2 £750 

AM0I04 Mow to Animate £5.00 AMOIOS AmmatJOn 101 £7.50 

AM0I09 Desktop Video Volume I -,„ £7.50 AMOl 10 Desktop Video Volume 2,,.. £7 50 

AMOI 1 2 Amiga Primer ,..„„ £7.50 AMOl 1 3 Hot Rod Your Amiga £7.50 

AMOI ISSur Wars Animation Collection, AMOI 16 History of the Amiga £500 

£2 50 AM020I DPaint IV Video Guide £1000 

AMOI! 7 Amiga Graphic! Volume I . £7.50 PR/CE MATCH: We *JJ^ mofch nny 

AM0202 Advanced Techniques with DPaint tower price advtniseti in this itsw fur 

...,„....M-.- £I2.S0 any booh or ¥idco fisled 



FREE pottage in U.K. Europe jJrmAil & Warldwidr luHkce mail add £ I per item. 

Airmail outiidc Europe Add 25% 
Acce«&Vi«orrfena«epled.Tei'FmOi?06'TlS02a5endSAEfordescHptlvecalaTogue, 
We a\50 support (hr Commodare-64 - tend for liil and Hoik a vatt rar^ge of PC books. 

DTBS (Dept AU 1 2) 7 Castle Lane, Todmorden, Lanes OL 1 4 8AF 

Tel/Fax: 1 706 8 I 2800 






To haz>e your compnin}/ ciitrt/ in the ALII Ari',ffa 
telephone 01 71-586-771 7 or fax 0171-483-: "" ' '' 






BLACK COUNTRY MICRO'S 

THE MIDLAND'S NO. 1 AMIGA SALES, 
SERVICE AND REPAIR CENTRE 

Fast and reliable repairs on all Amigas and external harcJware, printers, monitors 

and hard drives. 
A500/A500+ C41,99. 

Price inc parts, labour, 3 months waiTflnty and return dciivery! 
Other Amiga repairs Please cail for free quotation. 

A600 Ai 200 internal hard drives. 



2.5 inch IDE hard drives 


3.5 Inch IDE hard drives 


S0MB/£75 120 MB £99 


120MBX79 170MB/£99 


170MB/£110. 340MB £165 


2lOMB/£n5 340MB £1125 


510mB/£215 


540m8/£150 840mB/£210 


Please call to confirm prices 


1 .2 Gi5'£269 


before ordering 


Please add £5 P&P 



Cable kits for hard dnves: 2.5 inch £5 3.5 inch £15 (Plus £3.50 P&P) 

A1200 Ram Upgrades: SMB £n9.99MMB £179.99.8Mfl £299.99 {+£2 P&P) 

Philips Colour Monitors, 3 months guarantee ptus Amiga lead £99, 

Amitek Colour Monitors swivel stand and leads for the Ami^a £195, 

Microvilec Multiscan colour monitor £295 (+ £15 PAP on all monitors) 

U.4K Fax Modem £95 SS.SK fax Modem £1 75, Both modems come complete 

with NComm and Amiga lax software [Plus £5 P&P). 

AMI file safe for hard drive users. No more invalidated dtsks^ faster transfer speeds, 

vcfy easy to install. User Version £29, Pro Version £69. 

Director Opus V5 £49 GP Fax £39 Easy LcdgerS £195 Hypercache 2 £24 

Image FX 2 £104 (Please add C3 P&P on all software) 

MOW BACK IN STOCK A1200 AND A4000!! 

A1200 BASIC £399 A1200 170 MB HD £499 

A4000 PLEASE CALL TO CONFIRM PRICE 

BLACK COUNTRY MICROS 

7 MILL STREET, BRIERLEY HILL, WEST MIDLANDS, DV5 2RG 

01384 825088 FAX: 01384 826088 
TEL AFTER 7PM: 01562 720214 
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Ca?w CD DisrRiBU'n@M 



AMien 



C»lt 



( plitu^ all available 
nJ^'X titles in stock 

70+ CDTV TITLES COMPATIBLE WITH CD32 
100+ CD32 TITLES/50+ VIDEO CD TITLES 



IME 

ZOOM £19.99 GATEWAY £9.99 

MEETING PEARLS 2 £9.99 AMOS CD V2 £19.99 

SOUND LIBRARY £19.99 AMINET 7 £14.99 

CD WRITE £44.99 IFF & PCX 2 £19.99 

LIGHTWORKS £39,99 LIGHTROM 2 £39.99 

SPE CIAL OFEEB& 

POWER GAMES £9.99 ASSASSINS CD £12.99 

DEMO MANIA 1 £12.99 MULTIMEDIA TOOLKIT £9.99 
GAMERS DELIGHT £14-99 LOCK N LOAD £9.99 

ULTIMEDIA 1 & 2 £19.99 LIGHT ROM £19.99 

BACK IN STOCK * * HUTCHINSON'S ENCYCLOPEDIA £9,99 * * 

THIS IS JUST A VERY SMALL SELECTION OF THE TITLES 

WE STOCK 

PLEASE SEND A S.A.E. OR RING FOR THE LATEST LIST, 
WE ALSO STOCK THE COMPLETE ALMATHERA, FRED FISH, 

G.T.L, QPTONICA, PD SOFT & WEIRD SCIENCE RANGES. 

CAPRI CD DISTRIBUTION 

Dapt AU12, Capri Hou*«, 9 Dean Straat, Marlow, Bucki SL7 3AA 

Tal/FaK:01S28 891022 
TKADE ENQUimES WELCOME 



Delphus Visuals uses Amiga/PC 

platforms to produce high quality 

stills and animation for all aspects of 

computer graphics applications. With 

a personal service you can be sure 

that you are involved in every stage of 

production, from design right 

through to the end product. 

Working in the following areas: 

3D Modelling/Animation £350 per 1 Ohr day 

Architectural & Producl Visualisation £350 per lOhr day 

Multimedia & Conference Displays 

Image Processing/2D Animation 

Web Page Design & Implemeniation 

MPEG/FMV/Quicklime 

Output to: Video (Broadcast-VHS), CD Rum, Al Colour Prims 

For further Information 
Please call Simon Wilson on 



£PIease Call 
£Please Call 

£50 per hr 
£Please Call 



(01633) 613300 



.Vtt^^^'^:- 








"o have your cotupauy eufrxf in the AUI Arena, 
telephone 0171-586-7717 or fax 0171-483-1774 




INTERNATION 




RAVEN SOFTWARE 







HL7RRY, THIS OFFER ENDS IN OCTOBER! 

Pfi^r* 1-3 — 5or» • 4+ — £1 

St-nd 3 1st class stamps for catalogue to RAVEN SOFTWARE (AU). PO Box 99. YORK. Y02 4ZB 



PENGOIN 

PUBLIC DOMAirS 

Art- Animation -Music - Playable Demos-Fonts - Games 
Compilations - Clipart- Assassins 1 -220 - Miscellaneous- 
Games - Demos-Music Glilities - Education -Funpack I -36 
- Scope 1-220-Fred Fish 1-1000 - T-Bag 1-77 
Slideshows - Gtilitiies-Ham Radio - Business- Jam 1-10 

50P EACH 

POST AND PACKING FREE 

RIMG OR SEMD FOR A FREE CATALOGOE 
0589 722502 

AMIGA 

PC BOX 179. READING. 
BERKSHIRE RG3 3DD, ENGLAND 





BUS STOP PD 



tnTtrnts 



LAT*1JMUE WORKSHOP Ut 
CONQCSiaNEn 

ELECTROCU 
B/ULMQK& 

TDOL£:i 

MtD3 2 

0PT1COMH3 

UTILE OFFICE 

BUTCHER 

CAHTOON B'lUSHES 

TVPf I Foivf s in 

OlOCh 

sim datasaee 

DiSMEVClPS 
PBO MUD CfleATCfi 

COPY VJ 1 
PUNT FOHTS 110) 



CBUMCflCOW 

5T VOOSjiOl 

JC GRAPH 

M*GSim VI B 

DISK OPTiUlSER 

QLl*J.lTY CLIPS |6J 

OCTWECP-^DSin 

AMIQAE 

SPecTnijwewuL>TCfflvi7 

SPECTRUM liAUES Hi 

Bf GIWIERS BENCH 

MOEHHOHS 

4K UTILITIES 

MCOWMno 

PflMTACARD 

IlCC»OHrUW£R 

l>AAT«AMUT7 

SPECnUPAMT 

LVAPUNOU AOA 

TTftMJTUTOft 

CCA COP' 

MUfilCRKVERS 



L;AWi ^ 



{MAMV BLAST 

owe 

SEVEN TILEG 

DELUXE PACUAh 

BATTLE CAAOJ 

OUIZMWTTR 

TOUCAl 

ATOMBASnEFl 

CATACOMB 

CAAD GAMES 

TETREN 

OHWTSHIP 

POC 

TETMS 

STTWE lOPIN 

POOL 

OLTUPM>tZ| 

OKTWN 

5UMAAU 

APTIIEBU8 

5£RGP€ 

escjve 

iCK>«OURS(» 

SKYH-TIR 

TOTAL WAH 

C1UVE 

WHE!" 
OACKOAMUDN 

SEA HEIST 

MiCnOMARKET 

MR mn OLYMPICS {2) 

flILLV BlFRGLAP 

SUPER PBI* 

IP0F4 CJ,DS \^'\ 

SOLllDS 

CASHFHurT 

CCMLNOES 

SCOIV>«D TANKS 

StEHATOSEhOUIRV 

SOLAALOnCe 

VCHESS 

OMATTAtt 

SOXOFBLAOOER 

TANKhSTUFf 

SWOftO OF yV*HlOC( lit 

SUHE 

OOBBLERS 



GLIDES 



TKPfllSlXfi 

nunRSrtPDOMH 

EViHClJU 

a«U or SPORT 

P*ULIN' 

MOVIt STARS 

BOBlh HCOD 

CHER 

f£RRAHl 

laaTonBtKEHs i?i 

iiBCRAFT 

MM3*tAliHNU>£S 

TIVJCeLUGOl 

GARFlSLCia 

CCEPSPICC* 

inoHUkCiQtin 

JVHETiMlCRl 
COFHC**a£! 



CHWOUfE 



CELEBRITY SF^ClALS (Sf 

CLASStC GERlS tM 

THE FOX 

&UPERGIRLS3 

BEYOND FOPCe at 

5EXYDR0ID5 

SEJCVMEAMS 

UTW^W 

eOOEPEK 

lURlA WHITTjUiEP 

tUThV LLOYD 

MA0OW»&e*Oj 

DOVlNlAf^ 



TATJJtMH 

MAYFAIR at 
tdAl^DDREAME 

BFP0(3> 
5E JPLCSION f3) 
STRlPSLOTTER 



HUS<C 



PET _-,^._. i>^i I 

jESLjS 0*4 E 1 i7h 
DOOP 

LAW*MOtfl^<l DET>i |2» 

WffiCfLESS 

NAPALM DEATH 

KD L*W» 

MVWORLO 

MISEflV 

SIMPLE V\HOS 

SWEET CMiLO 

JACKOEE 

T»<uWOnOfVEN|Sf 

LSDSTOn^iSJ 

«F>4aEnsa» 

DREAiJ TRiPPmO 
classic UOSiC [7> 

THE PROClAIMERS 
AMSONIO 

FAlPLKiKT942 

TOTAUV TEKNO 



ACCESSOmES 



1OOCAP0OK (740 
i004<lXlXJfllABei£ 
^ ^- C2±0 

thSKDnfACj.Lu<n„ 

MWOUStMAT £3a 

KMBDOTXlO 

DUSTCOVEFtg . E2y9 
1DC*PB0K CI 40 



Wd iih*L^ riive lopi o' g '. 



aisksunl&ss 
1 AfKMtf 



ALL DISKS 90p EACH 
Please make cheques, 
POs payable lo Bus Stop 
PD and send it with your 
order to: 



Tel (01455) 554982 

Be f wean ^am ^nJ Spm 

Disks normsHy d65patcf}ed -n 24 nours 

P&P sop PEfl OR0£R, NOT PER DISK 

EUROPE 2Sp PER DISK O T W 5Dp PER DISK 

Catalogue Disk Available 

BUS STOP P-D Dept APR 

2 WVCLIFFE TERRACE 

GILMORTOH ROAD. LUTTERWORTH 

LEICESTERSHIRE LE17 4HN 



Only LOW Only 
£14.99p POST *^'-^-^^P 

Overseas VlLItU Overseas 

.dd2y. TITLING^"'* 

Software & Video 
Tutorial 

Your lutorial will contain 
30 mins VHS Video UK format 

Inscnpl LI DTV software 

Captonaior v3-0 subritUng s/w 

Spoclrapalnr v3.ll Paint program 

Ulllilics disk copier & other s/w 

2 fonts disks bitmap & true 

colour font*; 

plus GVB PD CATALOGUE 

DISK 

Sen{l£li99poroverseas+2S% 

pa\ahle lo G.W BROAD KNT 

TO (;.V. Rnrad Km.- Dept auioci 

4.^ Ifad^er (.lose. Maidenhead. 

Berkshire' SLd 2TK LngLand 



NFA a SAdNESS Thn AGA 

PO pr«Kni I heir Ejip4r]«tic« 

lir^l ^nc1iJ^1«% thfl 

Amiga CDRONI LATEST AGA 

dlic - The AGA Amiga PDf 

Exptrt«nc«^ I 

This 41 The fini This indurfet: 
COROM Ovixmtmd 100 MB of 

ro A12«WMOO0 greaim AGA 

Dwrwn! H Uiiliiiet^ 



EXCLUStVE NFA i 

productlont. v^ IMIIBaf tfto 

EXCLUSIVE fa«l AGA gamaf. 
Klondike c^rdscls. 200 M8 of ihe 

E XC LUS I VE AGA I a(e il AGA Demai . 

Slidushowi^ . ^ Modt, Pict, 

Mi^gic Objectt A much 

Warkbench CdIdu? moref 

tcheme ThLviaaNEW 

CuAlam Rav' relflH* «| |uat 

C19.93T 

Licented Amiga Fdr mora details 

Report di$km^g) about The AGA 

AH AGA Ami94 Evperiettce, pleaie 

DoDm^CJonai cofit^cl ut- 

{Trade Fnquiriei WelcoflHl. 

SAdGNE&S. 13 Ru5«f>tl Terrace. Mu* 

Norlolk. NRl l BLJ. ENGLAND 

TEL/FAX: [01J63} 7^2169 EMAH^ 

RICHARD GROWNMVIETNET DEMON-CO. UK 



rawar«. 
This inclurfei: 

100 MB of 
grealefl AGA 
Uiililiee. 

of heit 




\_ ^'Zr^ 



PIXEL DIGITAL 






Gamn 

Inner Dtmont f4j 
MKTilUihll 
Ll-u &^dkm!t 

^^il]> S^t^df2i 
PtIiLU P*ctii«n 
Hjltlc Duel 
f 

Jr[SriWdlyJ 
Cyhcrmim 
:^larTrrkl2k 
.Severed Hcad4 {2} 
S..EjbNe 
Mi^nop^ly 
MKhoLilkn 
BitrgCT Bjr 

Pu^tfrnid** 
P 1 ■ Thnirt 
M*A*S*H 
StKkcdDwkOt 

(fjllror^ 
Duih Angel 
Trtp tin 
Duck UiMl^rn 
]SMolr(K]|f[2} 
Klondike lIMb)- 
Kmituy FtiTtcA 

Music 

BjiglrpljiynL?) 
E>flitnckMi:i 

OcuniMl VJa 
Space Tlicmc^ I 

Mitim^s Many M(i*t^ 

MrHMiii^4tlLci i2i 
^1.11 hck 5unplcii 
[crriiin*iiH Saiikplch 
F'ii-<1.-L[or Sj]ibpk% 
F'.-fLUvMiMi Simple* 
(. I b ^hAiTikiwn iti 

MIse 

Oippvtiw :i (Il 

SaiKtf nC«k2l2| 
Rah l^^ktr S 
The Wrfd *1 12} 
Di^ipn » t2> 
I'FOiM 



Education 

AniJ^ &Cf innr] 
lfr^2 TlUhiaI 
Guide bJ U-B]i 
CHTuuGuKkVM 
BKkt0 5<^iHiJ(3) 
Binhditc HdDiy 

Oltihol Fbi^Cl 
World Gmpriphy 
DPajnl i TljIdt 

Wcjrthcr Guide IJ^* 
DiKovcnnc USA 
WarldcupH]U|3t 
DPjini 4 Buddy (2| 
T^K XFiln GuHk 

Uliliiits 

VideoGraphHZ&ai 
Balls VO-99 
SfjigicCMUJ 
BliizbLinkfn \Z-b 
DiskAAli. V2-I I 
MjplWBVI ]p 
MLif,icW[] E:lLlB^ 
ViiJumc^ I I3UI 
Cofoui W B 
D/Opu^ Companion 
TVDcMCT<rV|-5.1 
Sui Trek Piuicmx 
Sh^RsliifttfV^Z 
BlufT Vidnriiilcr 
SpcLlnim HiTiLi Vibb 
CokdEd ^ .1 1V> 
Rccill - irmirtdcT 
PrafiwrtwllVI (20 
Gone - Cupicfi 
Fusion Tooln 'I 
Pn' Pnritcs Ou^ff^ 
tvs^ntia] AniLMt K 
NoicbDok 

StSVOptlCDO 

[>ii.bn]DaiW 
Mi^ir TrFkPKk{2i 
Ten EiigineVS^I 
Shjjvjhrplicr V3-2 
Wad Puwlc Pro 

PrrTHHLinuiiB V|£|2k 
St ion V4.07 
VsTt Hi I IiK « 



ACA Demos 

Pik.Eu[rbQDL iJl 

Abcn 

Siellir KiMBB 

Fruii Kiichrfi 

ISU-.'^<hipei42» 

DiJi Hirtx 1 4 1 

0UE7III 

DbOmoi 

SwiicTibvk 121 

ThiHk-we 

Ki^it. II 

Srellu - Aumn 

BayjQO 

PUnei M 

Fndiyihe i3ih(4> 

AnimuuA'Z^ 

Grmtdj^ 1 3) 

Lnh 

Tw««d 1 41 

OiAivi ' Now Ricd for 

dk 1200)91 

Piyclvdclk 01 
SiinK Juwice 
t^atmm C2l 
riuiL?2[2) 

AGA Glamour 

S[iirkeis 1 i2(|4t 
Surkcri I? 
Surker* 14 
Calendci Girlt I (2) 
Calcndcf Girli 2 |2) 
CAjirli SpccuJ |2l 
Pm AAlnua (21 
CATinwfofdi^ 
PhnhffCimdl 
n*jdiiShiffcr(5> 
Madonnji "Scii" C^} 
Liniirrte h4t)Ck ^.^j 
Pkyiiiiiics (5) 
Htfiii.h Bjitvit 1^1 
Plrtae Jiure ifvrr IS 

AGA Siides 

Syn TRSriJt 
PiKl^iomi 



uEltiTulc mcno LrrjUv 



Nucleus 



L^ in your own IFF 
LoaJ in youroi^n fiJc^ 
and lum ihmi mlii fully 

|)rnw Vi^ur ^i^n );ui 

Irnnlfiu] 

l^b^itl li»r I^ack 

ctKTipilinnn. Kird 

Dfivcv Dt^kmigh.CD 

inferl4(ci cic 

Otihtif Hrlp- 

PnnlrnJ MaiiuaI 

l^ull Vcrvofi 

OvU>£]Ml'l 

iino&jnpiv 



i\/;U; 

Dii:ipj\9U) 

AGA Pits 

Superb Modules 



Wh\ nnt try our own 

Jy^t «nJ + ^ 1^1 Hrla-h^ 

tvloik 



* « AGA OnJy 
f » - No of Diiiltii 



Htm- lo <mkr 

I ' Eilhrr ^nd your 

oftkjid. II nil 6. 

Lnurcl Bu^int^s 

LivcTp<>ol 7. 

2 Or Phone 

OIM :_W-HH7 

PRICES: 

MODisl^tl-00 

t(>-:oDnk\75p 

OBHiEBP&P 

Ov^rkcaitl ^P&P 

Plu^ make All 
i;hc^uc% pjtahk lo 

S,jr?-i /^JL l)i\pati-h 






\ 
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TIONAL 



To have your cojiipajii/ eutry in the AUI Arena. 
telephone 01 71-586-771 7 or fax 0171-483-17^^ 




A very Happy Christmas and 

A Prosperous New Year 

to all our advertisers 



kk A 




n 



Send Sfi£. for details or 
telephone 

EXAMPLE PRICES 

Brilliance V2 £61.99 

Lightwave 3D.... £432.99 

Citizen ABC Printer 

£144.00 

Premier Manager 3 

£18.00 

Sharp TV Monitor 

£162.00 

PLUS MANY MORE! 

We also supply Amiga Software/ 

Hardware to non members - 

telephone for details 

The Amiaa 



\mlHu. 



22 Heel Marlais 

Llandybie 

Ammanford 

Dyfed SA18 3UY 

Tel: 01269 851413 




CHEAP Repairs and Spares 






REPAIRS 

A500. £34.99 

Driva Rspain 
A500/A500* 

AB00/A1200 .^ £19.99 

90% Success RaTo 
All rspairs ate covered with so day warranty 

A500, A500» Kflyboflrd repaif E2Z.99 

A520 Modular repair £13.99 

Amjoa Power Supply Unit £34.99 

or Mfid your faulty one end pay onl^ £19 99 

1 Year warranty. Allow 



WANTED 

Horhing or faulty Aml^ Compufen^ardwara, 

10% OJKOunt ^ itfU quota this numbar ■ 2341 

(01332)291219 



SPARES 

Amiga Uqiaq ..__ ™„-,-, £16.99 

Gary Chip „„. ^ -_„„_ ^ O 99 

Derisft Cftip ^...._. .„„ £7 99 

Paul* Chip....„„„„ ^ f 14 99 

1:3 ROM _ .M,„„,.M-^™„-, £14.99 

II^ nl^M .xx|.L^qH'->-^>-^hl-->->->->->"-'4'-H->-M^44-r++rbr4x4ir4 L ^ .V? 

Un ■ *MMM >—■ T. — — >J«k«.>..A. — — >>x — — ■■p.ppMW^-W*lH rTJA 

Amiga A5M iriflnuHls -m.™„,*.-^™.„ E7.99 

Mouse Mai „ , _ £2 99 

Amifla A5W Case _.. £19 99 

(RepiBcemani Top and Etottom) 

TvAartfll lead- -■ „-,-£Z99 

Various Drjv& SoerH - - POA 

7 to 21 days for delivery 

Cheques + Postal Orders payable io: 
OninidaJe Supplies 
BE Rowan Court 
Friargaie, Derby DEI IBU 
(01332) 291219 




ELEOTCS 

Computer 

Repairs, Sales 

Upgrades 



0116 276 6668 



ASGARD SOFTWARE 

20 LANG DALE DRIVE 

FLANSHAW, WAKEFIELD 

TEL: 0924 363059 (24HRS) 




DIMENSION „ 



Amos + C + Blitz 

PROGRAMMERS 

REQUIRED 

Generous Royalties • Plus 
BONUS for Besi Sellers 

TEL/FAX 01709 888127 for 
free information pack 

JUST-IN BLACK 

DAWN II £2.95 

R&R FREE 

1 Lower Mill Closet 

Goldlhorpe Rotherhanit 

S Yorks S63 9BY 




COMPUTER SERVICES 

Sales and Support 

for the pro-video 

user. After 20yrs in 

the TV industry and 

7 yrs with AMIGAs, 

we can build, install, 

upgrade, and do 

most things with 

computer graphics 

and video systems. 



«« 



where computers 
and i^L^J lid^o 
come together'*^ 



Talk to us about 

Lightwave3D PAR, 

24Bit Cards, Monitors, 

TVPoint, Wacom 

Tablets, SCSI Disks, 

DAT, CDROM, RAM, 

Scanners, Genlocks, 

Fonts^ Subtitling, 
Prompting, Custom 

Programming, 

(even Windows/NT/ 

PCs!) 



Iel/FQx0161 793 1931 
CompuServe 100046 

36752 Silver Blrcfi Grove, Swinton, 
MANCHESTER, M275FZ 



A»^'^i:^fTP., 








o haTJc xfour company entry in the Aill Arena, 
telephone 0171-586-7717 or fax 0^71-48^-1774 
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RNATIONAE^Mt 



For 2 disk calalo^ue with FREE GAME includi-d (u poodle 
too!) pLease send 3 1st class stamps or u clicqut^ for 75p to.,. 



Arrow Pd 

BA-i>tnc A member and ect ^liks tvcQ choqicTl S« c«l dul for dtlaili. 



ARROW PD 

DEPTI, 

PO BOX 7, 

DOVER, 



Wc iipdalCiHir^aidlo^uccvcA iTumUi All JhV^aTOrwJ viniifiw. UFNJT C'V\^ J4P 



6«rit ^37S ThwLJSlSoia-BrlZ) 

e»/,flCQS ^3t^[Ki42l 
I9M T-RiceH1) |T Ub^iI 
GB7g GIODrnDemDlD' 
5Da; SOai CytHnKhCDrpiS)' 
6660 fur(;0(iniD(l)' 



69&d 636- ■ .rvn i^} 

6361 B3£.' r nudum i2> 

5449 N«wWDritI£iiplDia1iDn{1} 



Br47 AclamrVi4li) 

eW fL«ELim4aFjrtn(1) 

47S9 Ftrtt (I 



7CC9 V'Mfi'Dlinj 

0647 C-Uglml) 

2420, 24? T tm: yiif 2 Buffl^Sy^flWi MO 

0540 SDin;iraiia<nlV3(IJ 

7037 AnCoFESIiKshowd)" 

311B Bdljyl?n^SiidHj>) 

2277 3D EleiflDorAm SbAsncW 111 

6Sa5-6SB7 Lior> ting CbEun 1^1' 



1W5 Ocamrtv^in 
24&B.24^EjgVpUv?'v1 K^ZllWe?'] 
7040 Piniv«>a>t'V40il}|)lorWBi3] 
7410 Sow Dnim Mill 
W9 Oai]ivV703<Hfnpinri) 



6957 sut^ui^ • i^jrjpi jpniif [ij 

6835 Bw^tH 
SiH,att? WilV World fZ) 

6956 All WimW |1^ 
6S59 Gdiloanadi 

»n Im|>*il*l(1)|no1»0] 

AHfDrWtiD{1| 

6^:1 DiDgi>" Civf- (10 

6796 MDnopDiyll) 

3m,31»SpKCvEmV2wllli21oain«^2) 



6314 



7001 
3167 
1UE 

a»4 

22>2 

7004 

7020 

7000 
702? 
65H 



A50C-E...i,^W|npUiB*J 

AGAScr»nBl«iUt|1|' 

HI0IC WB on ftopwl (1) WB2f 

Ajn#haBrSinin|i| 

The imi* Oflicfl llj 

PCTnliV2|l| 

makUM 

BdiJ FariTdl {1) 
FfiEGrl2 [1) 

ftmBmihjl) 

MiiDnclicPdoas(1| 

StidEwSitillorSIl) 



7030 eiylOnSGukM^l] 

»44t 6442 A64PiclaceV3|1» 

675& flar1?niier )]) 

7030.703^ ThflnosewenSilde5(2)- 

flTSi 6fglnr>«r'.Gu>d«loMB30J[WB3^ 

674B Lotleir WJnw {1} 

1347 FwlbaNLffBgunEd^lorri} 




We :ils» sell blank disks for 45p each 



' KLONDYKE CARD SETS 

h^ti' Abii-iiii [if 

£473 Ocean nj' 
S4M O'Wiolll' 

5556 LwKirm(T]< 
5111 Mvilyn MonH MP 
5197 Wjrtyq MofVDt II |1) ' 

5115 smocHowtd)- 

7Crt9 Gf<iffi1i(KinStarTrtfc}f1|' 



iPACKS 

ChrOnoi Fun PkIl tS) 
In ■■ Deid 01 irv Ni(^ pkH loll 
more ChnsTmc^ IM Vd BVOM. 
Yfl.Ho Ho"'iE4.50 
Mvinturp^ Pxt {%) 

At rDV OufllllKl niT ITwfv QO 
iOnmunng wiri Urn oxk 5 

COfrvriflr (prrtH (0-D Slylr) Id ddd 
rfl yOLil tUCUdC^* f 4 50 



HOW TO ORDER 

All disks 99pi-ach 

plus 7()p P+P on any 

size order. Please 

make cheques 

payable to: 

ARROW PD 



a» 



DELIKAX 
PD 

Send 2x2Sp stamps for 
full catalogue tot 

36 Bodelwyddan Ave, 

Old Colwyn, Colwyn 

Bay, Clwyd LL29 9NP 





C«0^ TlMi 

COLOtR MONMOk :t I O 

m MADE 
«Wi:«imiUMiPkiinoHh ih m 

M612SirrMM«taStrm 

#UiaPLL5{CM]4ikMiid » £15 
M.bi:8Grna|GT-65lEV(M5 £« £in 

Dqit.U Hagars Eleelronits 

127 High Sireel. Shctrm-ss, Kvni 

MK 12 I IB 

Tel: <0I7*>5» 6A3336 

Motlrj B^h Hppm^vl P&PktV 




AMIGA MUSICIANS! 

Specifically designed and manuiaclured for use with the Amiga, we 
are pleased to introduce the "Little Gem" Micro Mixer and EQ Unit 

Allows you greaier conlrol Over the soun<l when playing ihe 
Amiga through an outside sound system, or when rdcordin 
the Amrga audio output lo tape or DAT. 

? CnaJvieH'V2 Cr^anoel Out 

Pan Conirois lor siww posnionirtg (A each cfiannel 

Hi and lj> EO (equai^uoon) Id •;- 1Z<t) 

Batier^ Of mains operaiw - naXes no 

pow^ troTi ihe Amigal 

PrMflSS souryJs poof lo sam[Ning 

InOependenl volu(ne.9ain conlroi for each chamei 

Dtrriensions only 1 40min n 75nim x SOmm 

COMPATIBLE WITH ALL WODELS OF AWIGA 






SERIOUSLY 
ENHANCES THE S0UND1 



RfC VAT £ PH> UK rriAWAHP 
tnrry no uM^i urdi Chtquri v>d Pnikl Ofdui v4i 

tiropt bdd £4 00 ITfliT ol iht world bM f « 00 



tilLLfc 



.4M/COM PD 

******************************** 

• 5P£C/^X OFFER • 

.4ZZ ot/i? PD z)/5K5 oyi y sop F^\ CII 

******************************** 
Senti 2 First Class STAAtP5 or 50pfor our CATALOGUE DISK 

Make Cheques ■■" Postal Orders partiMe Uk 

AM I COM PD 

DEPTAVI. 22 C/liRCn VIEW CLOSE, HAVERCROn: WAKEEJEID. 
WEST YORKSHIRE. WE-i JPH. TEL- 0^21 U82227 

LONG LIVE TiiF. AMIOA 



LA TE S T T I TL E S 



066 
065 
064 
063 
062 
06l 
060 
059 
058 
057 
056 
055 
054 
053 
052 
051 
050 



r(lN\'FRTTR M\vn=R 3045 

MA^CA MAMAOCARllsrr 5044 
btAVis & HI TJlf tAD CARDET 3043 

STRANOE CARUSET 5042 

IID GAMES INSTAUJ:R5 #4 3041 

GALLEONS 3040 

REM DATE 3039 

MORTAL KI'MQITAT 305S 

ARl'f'ORE 3037 

TE,MiBKA 3036 

SUPER DMS 3035 

ENUKIK vl.4 5054 

IMAGEDESK vl.6 3033 

ABNORMAUA #5 3052 

WARRIORS INN #12 3031 

ic:t)\ iKA< I-: 3050 

Fl'U- OF Sn VV '2 3029 

Fi:U. OF SfXVV #1 3028 



. DISC ARCHIE' 
TR.VSHM\.STER 
GRtJiNDAY <3 dL-4k.->) 
Cl-BIC nRt:.V.\t 12 diskflj 
R<JM#H 
DRF^MI^IRI^ 
MlxnTll>[N(M 'S v4.0 
TOP HAT WILLY 
LVFECTION 

IMPOSSIBLE PtJSSIBILm' 
MANLTAL OVFRIDE 

■ SPONDUUXMK5 

CiR.APEVlN[l#2l (2dlvkB> 
' MOSIAC 

JOKI' i>ISK 
'lT:\TliNOINE 

FRFFIORM 

' VIRI S WDRKSIiOP 



Pteasi- add 80p to ctirvr l*nsttige & Pitrktige on alt nrdtr^. K O VI' jjdd 2fifi ftft- 



diiif 



DQItimate Emulators 

I £5.00incP&P 

'a selection of emulators 

:iml games for your 

amiga! Spectrum. CM etc.. 




X-Mas Offer 

Free X-Mas pack 

(value £5) 

free with every order 

over£IOnotmcP&P 



Home Business Set 

£10.00 incP&P 

lOdisksrullof 
applications, ic 

Spreadslieet. Database. 
Word PriKCssor. Accounts 



InterNET Requests 

Wani stuff of the inlemcl, 

Haven^l gol a modem? 
Wc will gel it for your. £1 

per 8(>0k 



Internet software 

£6-00incP&P 

All you need lo get omo 
the Internet and explore 

cyberspace! 6 Disks 



Compugraphic Fonts 
£5,00incP&P 

Choose any 5 disks from 
our compugraphic format 

range 



Klondike Set 

£10.00 incP&P 

LatcM version of 

Klondike plus 6 randomly 
selected cardscts- AGA 

nnl\. lOdisks 



We stock 

ASI gaiiK's: I - present 

LSDUlils: I -149 

Fred Fish: 1 - 1000 

T-Bag: 1-78 

Stoope: 1 - 220 




Maps ClipAri 

£10.00 incP&P 

A-Z Maps of the world 

Vef>^ high standard 

10 disks 



New Hardware 

Wc now sell Amiga. PC. 

and console hardware! 

Ring for more details 

Price list j%'ail;iblc on 

request 



?1> C IT V PO BOX 29, Widnes, Cheshire, WAS 9ZS. Tel: (0973) 508749. 5000+ disks: £1 each + P&P 



k 



INTERNATIONAL 



flM^fl^i^^ifimlM 




We require people to distribute fund raising sera 
cards for the THIRD WORLD RESCUE APPEAL in 
areas throughout the UK YOU could earn £5 p 

hour in your spare time distributing them in yo 



liTjiMIIMsLVMin 



You must be at least 1 6 years of age or men 
If you would like some extra money in yor pocket 
every week then for a FREE information pack with 

no obligation - Write to ^ 

B.P.M PROMOTIONS (AU) 8 Magnolia Park, 
Dunmurry, Belfast BT17 ODS or Tel: 01232 6266 




FREE PD SOFTWARE 



AMIGA - PC - Alt Commodore 

Call (0181) 651 5436 or 

Write to 45 Brookscroft. Unton Glade, Croydon CRO 9NA 

Independent Commodore Products Users Croup 



WIZARD GAMES 

lN(»THMAHINER()AD.M.\RtHIKOUrH,V(>Krin<mhMirRf:.VOI27KY. TH: OlTl^'-h 51* 



Adun* Fimily 

■^niii/iFip Spidcfnian 

iluhhrt iL Stit 

Buhhjc & Sif ucjiIl 

BuTniirnF 

BntlleTnfld^ 

[\ij Mop Bru> (Sm AI2EKI) 

Cyhcrcnh 1 

t>t'i[xi\ahlc Hen 
IJvnriis AI200 

F.univui rhiimpicwi\ F/B*ll 

FoochaJI Ol™> A \ JiXVASW) 
Fun School 2 K»/6X/iinder 6 
Faiy of TT>c Fumcn 
Guartlian\4Al2Uh 
HrrxiqucM - Wiu-hlmd 
Inter {>pc^n (~t^iirrAl2(Hi1 



Sunts Pond 2 1 A 1 2llOt 
¥i2M> 

LegAfvorSormiil 
Mtcropm*c Oolf 
Oui Ta Lunch 

kuuJhLJMAl20OF 
Rugby Lciguc Cojich 
S^KTevnlAl7Cltl| 
■;i«pwLilVmAI2fHll 

TkiickI Mnii^Fr/linlin 
TkiihI MjuiafcF Aciriiiiih 
TnHH • TiTflkureih 
Top Gear M2i>J/AMN} 
Tnvl^ Pbr«ui1 
7.«42 

ViulL>«hi 

ShKtowWoridi 

Mm Uni L«aciK Oumpi 



Mal^-in\ Advcniitrct I A 1300] 

Mi^ 2VS.iulm»m 

Sihrccr Kid 

10 |nlt1li|inil SlrAlcK> <>unfi 

TmlU 

Tumcnn 3 

WcmMcy Inl. Scici*i 

Thomas Bip Rhlt 

Ctu^lc ArcAdc 

]ni|K<1 

Wlule» Vc<yajf (RH A1 2U0J 

Cnuh Dgmmic* 

Gkolvl OLkliiUT. 

Knitiyn Fimhou*( 

KkV oil » E*impt AMO 
Nicl. Fflldu 
The Clue 
FI^StnkeFjitkl 



Uhrn Ordorin^ Pltuv CivrOnt Alli-rrmlive ALu>\\'hlch Aml^d 




CUJ2 






Alfred ChiLticn 


Fifffonrc 


Mui Uid. 


Seven ijfc-^ Ljf J4iii> 


Amcrkjin HanU|tc Eacyc. 


Fur> nf ihc Fumci 


McAn Arcnfly 


Slecf> Wilder 


BaDltTaidi 


Gijdcn Fu PIjuiu 


Nifti Maib^n 


TuncTabk Mniofy 


Beivcn 


Gsrdcn Fu Tm«, Shruth. Rovn 


Miirph 


TV Owe 


Bvt*m -n' SAt 


Gudcn F*i JrahtDf PtuKi 


U\«lkiLI * LuiKac)- 


TapB««« 


Buhhk Sl Stjurok 


G>n^ Fu Fruti & VegciiNci 


Oui Wt lunch 


TopGc«(: 


r4»ilc2 


Gidnliant 


RohoAxl 


WluleiVoyap 


CliiKk P^vIl B 


Huriuiu 1 A f 


5h^D*FitfMr 


Zini 


Ommhrn t-r SlualiD 


Siiai Buna 


SBHbkSoccB 


20012 


Dwp™** 


LudcDiviL 


StAa 




' hVhArdcr 


Lniu TnlDfi 


Siipci Mf Itunc Bfw 



Civihuljon A1200 ., 
VoyAgc^ of Diicovery 



PT--T^ — r"-fc<**T- 



£Ln.») 



■■1 '-1*F'*¥'-" ■ 



Shjiiii.' I <r;liiL'< LUi.liU 

Man* luMo UnllHl The [Xnihlc „... £Ifl.» 

Su|>c-i«ki<iiiijbrk>t , -.,..,^..-.^..,.- £17 <^ 

Gohdn* 3 £\l.t9 

THIS IS ONLY A SMALL SAMPLK OF OUR SOFTWARE 
Games subject to availability. 

A phone c;iH reserves your order ^^^^ 

Open 6 LJuys d ^vcek V.OO-5.30 vB* 

Europe + £2 .00 per ^amc - Re^l of ihc NVorld £3 
Sthtp prices inuy vury. 

awquf^Of^JMaIOnto^hvJbk^oWizl^!GlJWsJ^lmh^linTwRl!>Cirh^ YoAsYOlITEY 

Tel & Fax: 01723 376586/50? ?0*> 







To /mrr tfourcompiini/ cntnf in the AUt Ar£f, 
tchphoin 0171-586-7717 or fiix 0171-4S3'f% 



yy^ 




BLANK DISKS!! 

DSDD 0.25p DSHD »0.27p 

.\ll Hinks i*rc ifjp qualiiy and 

<<»nir %h'ilh A I foi \ IF placemen I 

)^\i;irjiii<-r Mid FREE labels. 

PIcuc Add £2.50 for P&P 

Mouse Mais,... £120 (incP&P) 
Amiga Mouse . £9,99 (inc P&P) 
Joyslicks/Joypads from £7 

fpleflv iflc'phonr Tor details) 



PD Software 

from 0-50p 
Wc Slock thousands of 

PD tides including: 

gam {dsaAi\ s\m\<uh[i^% etc.) 
iitlfito(FP5h(nv',copicf\eLc.| 

jra/AiaiKbioiiralipaarontvcif. 

msk (mcd niodLild. sampler, etc.) 
amalim(Suici(lFMa]i,etc.) 

ileMs(9 ringers, Siaieof the Aaetc.) 

for » iree ciiialogur. 



Rra*r waIi ■ ^u ciiio. PO pavaWe to 

Crosby Computer Supplies 

17A RoMcit Rojd, Crosby 

[jVi'r|>i>f>ILy3SAN 

Tt-U-pluiiu'/Fnx 

Olfjl 286 0759 




CLUB 

THAT'S 

100% 




Bi-Monthly Club 

IVIagazlnes & newsl^tteni 

Discounts off 
Commercial Software, 
including: 

£10 off FINAL WRITER 

£5 off FINAL COPY 2 

& 10% off Cn-ROM titles 

•Technical MelpDesk 
FREE Public Domain 
Software, Contact 
with members & more 



JOIN NOW! 
Only £10 for one 
year membership 

M;ikc cheque 'P-O puysble lo: INSPIRA 

INSPIRA Software Hub. 
44 Sandy Hill Road. Woolwich. 
London. SEl 8 7AZ. 
TeLOISl 316 6145 ) 




S & S Computer 

Supplies 

Tel 01 695 625063 

OrsendSAEto 
9. Windsor Road, 
Up Hofland, Lanes 
for FREE Index. 



We stock Assassins. 
Fred Fish. LSD. 
CtipArt, Modules, 
BackDrops, Fonts. 
Games, Business 
Software & Utilities 
Plus Hard Drives, 
Fuji Blank Disks, 
Mats & Disk Boxes 
at low prices! 

FREE p&p & 
FREE local 
delivery! 




UCEMCEWARt 

Dept AUI 

31 Wellington Road 

Exeter 

Devon EX2 9DU 

Tel: 01392 493580 

BEST QUAUVf, 
VALUE & SERVICE 

RELtCS (A1200) 91%+ BEST 
GAME 1994 A.F £6.99 

ART SCHOOL 90% KIDS ART 
PACKAGE £4.99 

ERIK 2ND BEST GAME 94. 
A F £3 99 

ULT QUIZ 95% AUI, BEST 
QUIZ GAME £4.99 

INTRODUCING WBENCH V2, 
raled 95% CU £6 99 

CRAC Vl.i. New versiOTi 
tAjgs hxea ana pfnted A5 

manuat only £6 99 

Noyr Anyone cafl creals 

the'F own kk>nkey Island 

style adventure aames 

mm 95^ C[/j(MfC4 1 41/J. 

LATEST f1 GOLD RELEASES: 

BLACKBOARD V4.0 £8.99. inCluOtS 

punted mar\uat. W32* 

MAGtC PAINTBOX £6.99 mth printed 

manual. WB2* 

f1 UCENCEWARt CD ROM 

COMtNG SOOW.' 

Pt£AS€ ADO SOp PtP TO ANV SJZf ORD£ft 

UAf«YUO»E EXCLUStVS VTlBS AVA!LA6L£ 




PHCMF NOW FOR A FREE CATALOGUE, 
SEKf O^ TO VOU SAME DAT. 







ll^,uni 



^o have your company cntrif in the AUI Arena^ 
telephone 0171-586-7717 or fax 0171-483-1774 
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INTERNATIONAL 




HORNESOFT RD 



tW4 



Fist 1990 



Depl I All), 23 Stanttell Close, Wincobank, Sheffield S9 1P2 
Tel/Fax: (01 14) 296 7825 Mon - Sat 9.303]n-7pm 



OUR PD PRICES (per disks) 



1 to 5 disks 65p 

6 to 9disks 60p 

10+ 50p 



Disks available 
from just 30p(PD) 



At Hornsoft PD we slock over 16000+ disks. We are one of 
the oldest and nmst respected librarvs around uiith over 
16000+ disks to choose from with prices from as little as 30p 
per disk. What have vou got to loose!! Go on send for our 
cataloguedisk. Just send 3\ 1st class stamps for our catalogue 
disk, which Pm sure you will agree is the best around. 

(H> art official PI Licence^arr & 5/> Ucencrwarr Uockisisf 



WE STOCK 

Frtdfish I to 1000 TBaslto74 

ASl Gamus 1 m 250+ Scope I to ::0 
17 Bit Disks 1 to 3860+ F1 Licenceware 
PD Son ttits 1 to 1750 5D Licenceware 
Ijifs & tots mare 



GAMEOFTHEMONTH 

Nesquik 

6Sp + 70p postage 

Got 82 'i in Dec 

Edition of Amiga 

User International 



Black Dav*n 11 £2.95 

Hilt £2.95 

National Lottery Winner.. £2.95 

Junip'em £2.95 

Paradox 2 £2.95 



5D LICENCEWARE 

All disks at £2.95 include 

postage (UK only) 

Overseas pleasae add 

£1.00 




CREDIT CARD HOTLINE: (0114) 296 7825 



KOBRAHSOFT QUALITY PD 

Dtni'l itrl btdm Tit lHi*iii|t cbnp. pMir iguBltrt nj. tVr w4l ibr bnL If wc htvr4'1 f« vtul loa innL 

plnw ifU \i^ aM\ ot k-i|| tn kL )%■ kai* am' 54m ilrln «Kil*hir. «> ut ^mkf hur uHnHhlni! to 

InlcTE^ tOL '- ^^r prHl' <4in<l>v«sii*aripic4'ldH*«f-r\ - «■< ir> imd tend mil tmr> i^nkr on Uk udh 

iuy HE* mdtrd ■ i» nuiini fvr DA^'S. Ht Bfcrpt paiBcai b> chtqae, POoad AfffS tnd ^bdL Td 0n 



mumplav ■ piw* HhHk tAvhfif* 

MOST V I W - Tem Vrftt 
IVPVri LOCK VI \ - Sotui.tj Locfc 

MIDAPOULEK V ] > - mP lMfil» 
Cim^YtJ* Vi I PI->» ,..v.r rt>t 
A SACK I fV4r|i lihk Mp^Jiiy 
APAM M*" Cakulaloi 
VmLlS OltCKth iVirH,li vi™«. 
CAU^DAV Ttuprr f jkixl^r l-i.^jr 
n>WFJtCAM' V t « - I)f«>>t uijii^i 
TURN V* II ■ IjIc-»i ^\nniiii pi<»f r>m 
fOWEKPLAVEK V4 U Musk blil 
R&CALL V7,1 n [)iui i-rufr-m 
SCHEIH-'l-ER VL.J-Oicuii.Fr 

WelutThundlTditihvcfBiTV^ArkJiJlitilii^vAtuTilio ^ DAT^SASFS GRAPHICS. AMMATIQNS. ^LIDEi. 
MLlSICANDSOi;M>l>tMUS,Uin.AfJoSALI'BiH.SA«,S. FONTS. CUPAhT.BLSlSESS PROGS. 

We aIhj Block A wHlt nn^ oE SpKinn And Sun L'ulma, 
^MMB Pnt^N Di'V* CI cstti. n ^crtJ fi* ficf CAT Ji*V pt ■unJeT lo^ 

tTM KOBKAHSon . I'lf As^ni Vi?^ I^J^■mr line Hulme, Lmgion. ^c^-on-Tmu. 5T3 5BK 
^rphQiicni7gJ30 5Z44.\Vcjl">i«lif Amt*»iid VtoP*PUKFT«Qifacn£I.5Q 



i; Aides 

mSSILES OVER XERKYd 
xiBBT! 

MITAVT PENOUIN 
Ml l.n TETR« 
TIME R1.NVERS 17 

MOB rON STRIKES BACK 
SPIDEKMAN2 

DEAIM-OC1CB 

SPACtfi M_l_5 

DOHtat^ KOSG 

FUOHT OF THE INIRLtffiR 

MECABAU. 

STEWAHD5 ENQUIRY 





COMPETITION! 



FROM CHEAPER P.O. 

FOR FREE ENTRY FORM SEND S.A.E. TO: 
CHEAPER P.O. 38 KILLYGLEN ROAD. LARNE, 
NORTHERN IRELAND, BT40 2HR. 

1ST PRIZE A 35 POUNDS GAME OF THEIR CHOICE! 
2ND AND 3RD PRICES 5 POUNDS VOUCHER EACH 
FOR CHEAPER PD NO CATCH NO TRICKS 



/ 







TERNATIO 



DISK PRICES 

25 dIslfE or over 6O0 aatfi 

1 FHfE DfSK ov Evtnr 

5 DISKS BOUGHT 

P&PEl • Dr^lauuc (?f El 

(inc P4P) 

frope r 2O0 o/ti^. 

R.O.W ■ 40n D/flish 



UTILITIES 



600 Bu&nea LeHP's 
Adveniure Game CrBalof 
Award Maker 2 
Amiga Beginner s GuKM 
Amiga Fon DTP 
Binhfla^ History 2 ^1 
Bu5ine&s Ca^d Maker 
Car Oala Anarvst 
Durnmv'l GWOt To rrrTPrrwl 
EsMoiial LaM Pnnter? 
Fantasy Fball Lgi* C^eaiar 
Fotms UnlifTiiied 
F'OaU League Edrtof 3.4 
UTtfaOTfce 

Nat Lotiary wavw* 2 

OctamcdTulOf 

Pro Gamtner 3.» 

PC Taw 2 1 

RekjKMli 1 4 Ffnal 

TptTEnoi™' f 

WB 3 B#g>nn*rB GukM 

X-File^ Guide 

ProjecT UFO r6) 

Lmagina BuOOy [2 4 HD) 

AriiBlH 

BcxAiB BflBTer 

CoarBflFofm 

Horse Form 

HfKSe Forpc-iSiar 

Cro^word CrMlDf 

FogtCfl" Fwec«l 

Uag-c WB 1 3 

Tmy ToortB CNMfl 

Lion Kir>Q Cliparl (3) 

Epochs 

Magic WB EicIrBK {2) 



SPECIAL PACKS 



pd enterprise 

Pathways (AUl) V2 John SI . i9n\\ 17 

Sundsrlanb, Tyne-Wear SRI IDX 

Tfll: (0191)510 9191 

FaM01 91)510 2203 

Magh^ WB 1 2P 



UTILITIES WB2 



Disk Ma'iaQer 4 
EPU SlBkkB( 1 T 
Edword Pro 5 
Easy Cat PI j* 

KicksTarT 1 3 

SnoopdofiS 

Term 4 3 {31 

Balls AOA 

Doom lvtof*s AGA 

DIV Reho {2) llrriage PX) 

Frodo 1.7 

HB<W»yl 1 

ln^iStu«D2(21 

Pkrneti 4 

PmK1er2l 

TtJtT Maslec 1 OA 

TvtKtCal2 

ZX-Fiiss Lftsua 

TrBTraiiiori 1 1 

5hapfl Srtrner 4 NB (HDi 



A1 200 SLIDES 



Ofltfyihop 1 3|1 D\sk cacti) 

EkD^Vhop 2 ^ ^0 7 12 DiBhi MCh} 

80dvihWB|3] 

Claudia (3) 

CinOy (2) 

Doon2 

Mdnga {31 

Nihki TaylD' (2) 

Pamela Anderson (21 

etvWBnCZ) 

Mvlonni (31 



SPECTRUM 



(PRICES INCLI^DE POSTAGE AND PACKING] 

10d*ksr8Tr-fEnolrc4 1.6WSLnr5.UOolPrinlef^ Wn^y 
Sid 2. form^ Urtlimiifd, Virus Z2. EDUtri 3, AZ Spall. Ex:apy 3 1 . 
& Lcdnq and Accounts. 

3Bdl$k^r?4 Over&OOcla^sicodmes'ChDoseAGAamL^laEoilT 
vou o*n iFw Amnja A 1 200 ollw'wisfl ihfl cmuialor V3 

El disks £7 Guids 1Q Irkierrkei, Guide li> Comms, SU 2, Alu 
Ncomm 7, Interrwl Utiis BBS SimuialDrh InlVEnei UUis. DIsli 
Archivirs 

1 5 ai5li5 ttCnooss 5 d>5lcs from Tfx GarrftS WCtlOn 5 trpm ihfl 

\}\\hlt5 aaclian & 5 ol your choice Ploase ^tam CDirip^ilQi 

tadiKlisf9LDlBDllciv«ly sihirTi^ulTgirlBfor irieAOA. 

t^rJ-fTTh"fJi ?0 DISKS FISGnlaAGA 'FIT CHIJC6DlSltSf4MoiaG<M^AGA 
T5 di^ks ra -ADOBE FONTS l& a<5>i6 « 'BITMAP FONTS 15 



BEGINNFRS 



BDD'r£H{IP 



CCFQHTS 



flrachelK dBonlES adiliElDillI 
InTorniBliDn 

P3 01 OLs^L^ .:This use rt's 2) 
NbWe WorUHnch 2 or DWI 
iHOf r^£(i^ Kara Drive 
i2UQ)N»iJ$dtieul?MegsRjm 
IB'PiootjiRrqa .wfflOTOt 
cotann: or supp^^ "liicn 
ruroccJf maipnaF 



GAMES 



AnrWars J 

BoD's Garden £ Digger 

CnckMAim 

O.Prti' 

Monopoly 

Pscffun 30 

PcAwMama 

Road lo Hal 

ScrViU* 

ScoRi«hFtiaiMvi^rv 

Super M*OB Frmb 

Top of ih* Leagu* 

wW Giddy 

Zaxxon 

StartfBKNG 

Star Trek 2 (3) 

Mr MonOympctt?) 

V-Ot*Ba 3 1 rWB2»l 

Col Conquni 2 [W63- 2MB] 

Black DawnB 

ChanequeS 

Camaga {WB 2*) 

Domnoes 

Dekjite Galara 2 € AVB 2*1 

Day Al Tha Racas 

Gravily Foica 2 

InlBSlalion 

KBEkuiLsnd 

RBBlMihiDng 

Rouiene 

Shid Racer 

Buper AbLilorahon 

LJlumaEe Fmil Machne 

Battle Duel (E^ 

Mash 

CNdUurderaf (31fWB2*l 

Delu-Paanan16fWB2-l 
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Samurai Showdown 
Cytierlech Corp (21 

Kiondiko 2 (3 a HD) 

Mo^auprndf [21 

Banli? Duo I AG A {2) 

CybflJinan 

OeluJi Packman 1. 6 AGA 

GJWm 

RiJchBls 2 2b 

Child MurOfirer AGA 14) 

War 01 The WorWS 

Totrical (7) jHDl (4M01 

BJeckincfc (3) 

Cvbnrgames (2) 

Jinka {2) 

Fear (&) 







To finite i/our conipani/ ctiin/ iu the AUl Awtitt 
telephone 0171-586-7717 or fax 0171-483- ^'^"' 
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The Ultimate Public Domain Library 






4th Level Development.. 2, 37 
5th Dimen.sion Licenceware .. 

lOi-m 

Almathera 67 

Amicom 104-111 

Amiga User Club 104-111 

Anco 95 

Arrow PD 104-111 

Artworks 104-111 

Asgard Software 104-111 

B A K Dbtribuiion ....104-111 

BH Electrics 104-111 

Black Countr>- Micros 104-111 
Bruce Smith Books... 104-111 

Bus Stop PD 104-111 

Capri CD 104-111 

Care Electronics 46 

Cheaper PD 104-111 

Classic PD 104-111 

Chroma 55 

Crosby Computers .... 104-111 



Deltrax 104-111 

Delphus Visuals 104-11! 

Delta Pi 81 

Digiia 14. 15 

DIBS 104-111 

Escom 48,49 

Fl Licenceware 104-111 

Flashlech 3 

First Computers 57 

France Festival 7^ 

Future Sofuvare 104-111 

Gasteiner 61 

GC Electronics 85 

GilleltMM 33/104-111 

Golden Image 71 

Greytronics 91 

GTl 29 

GVBPD 104-111 

Hagars Electronics 104-111 

Hi-Q 47 

Hi Soft 13 



HomsoftPD 104-1 n 

Hydra Systems 77 

ICPUG 104-111 

Inspira Software 104-111 

Insanity 104-111 

Kew 2'ColIection 104-111 

Kobrahsoft 104-111 

Ladbrookes 27 

Markham 43 

Mode 15 43 

Nucleus Direct 77 

Omnidale 85 

On Line pd 99 

Owl Associates 81 

OTM lis 

PDCity 104-111 

PD Enterprise 104-111 

Penguin PD 104-111 

Pigdon 61 

Pixel Software 104-111 

Quantum Leap Software .... 11 



Raven Soft^vare 104-111 

Saddletnimps PD 99 

Sadcnes^PD 104-111 

Samsung 116 

ShoahPD 104-111 

Silica 19,20.21 

Siam 77 

Spectra Video 25 

S & S Computer Supplies 

104-111 

Underground PD 99 

Universal Trade 63 

V12PD 97 

Wliitby AMOS Club.., 104-111 

Wise Dome 33 

■Wizard Developments 6/7 

Wizard Games 104-111 

Zen 104-111 

Zone 1 71 
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Bud Vennos, still worrt out from hi 



bulging letters bag from last month, is 



Ic to hi 



£1 



Dear AUi, 

I am writing in complaint of 
your Coverdisks. As a result 
of the poor quality and service 
I have received I have decided 
not to purchase your 
magazine any more. I'll 
explain my problem. Firstly 
about two months ago I 
bought your magazine and to 
my surprise the two disks had 
hundreds of read/write errors, 
so in true fashion I returned 
the disks only to find the two 
returned again with the same 
problem. 

Yet again I returned the 
disks and about a week later I 
received two more 
replacements. I was disgusted 
when yet again they has 
read/write errors. 

I threw the disks away and 
thought that I wouldn t buy 
your magazine again, but as 
your November 95 issue had 
some good things on the 
disks I purchased your 
magazine. When I got home 1 
tried the first disk and was 
puzzeled (sic) why it read 
* DFO://r. When I tried to 
remove the disk from the 
drive it wouldn't come out. 
After removing the disk minus 
its speed lock with a pair of 
plyers and have just popped 
them into an envelope to the 
return address, (keyed in as 
written ed). I have now 
decided that I no longer want 
the problem of returning disks 
and I am no longer intending 
to purchase your magazine. 



Yours faithfully, 

Jason Williams 

Lanes 

Dear AUi 

I am writing to you to express 
my disappointment over the 
October issue of AU! and 
particularly the Coverdisk. I 
have not bought an Amiga 
magazine for some months 
and 4U/was the first since I 
bought a second-hand 600 
recently. 

The moans are: Chaos Pro 
won't run, nor will Willy's 
Weirdy Nightmare as my 600 
has only' 1Mb. MP Image 
won't work (needs 0S3.0+ as 
does Chaos Pro). Datatypes? 
Why, when they're specifically 
aimed for just a small 
percentage of people? MIDit 
might work but I don't use 
MIDI, another minority I 
suspect, YACDP1.2, MMB 
Commodity, Fliplt and a clock 
- are you scraping the bottom 
of the barrel or what? 
Bratwurst - AGA only. Virus 
checker needs more RAM, the 
list is endless. 

It could be said that it was 
my choice to buy the 
magazine this is true. 
However, I would not have 
done had the cover stated that 
the majority of programs 
won't work on the majority of 
machines. 

If AGA owners were 
consulted I dare say most 
would prefer a separate 
magazine - or at least 



separate coverdisks. As for 
the magazine, well, it's dull to 
say the least but I won't rant 
on about that (yetf). 

If I buy virtually anything 
from a shop that doesn't live 
up to its manufacturers claims 
I can demand a refund and 
that is what I am doing now. 
Please return to me E3.99 + 
postage and I will return the 
magazine to you. Please don't 
ignore this letter or I'll write 
constantly to other Amiga 
magazines until A Ul standards 
return to the level they used 
to be!! 

Yours vaguely faithfully, 

S.A, Hanrahan 

Kent 



Dear Messrs. Wlfliams and 
Hanrahan, 

First - and probably more 
important than anything else I 
am going to write, if you have a 
technical problem with AUI 
SuperDisks, or anything else, 
why not take the sensible course 
of action that many readers, it 
begins to seem like thousands, 
follow. Write to the Amiga 
Answer Machine, that Guru of 
Gurus. Professor Andy 
Eskeieson? He's the one who 
might save you an awful lot of 
heartburn. He answers loads of 
disk problems to the obvious 
satisfaction of AUI readers. 
Write to Reply, or even the 

Editor, are just the wrong places 
to address your moans and 
groans and swear you'll never 



buy the damn magazine again. 
And I'll tell you why. Because 
more than likely whatever 
trouble you are having is curable 
- but not by me, I'm an 
ignoramus, only by Prof. 
Eskelson. 

He's seen it all before. He 
even has a special section for 
disk problems which turn out. as 
often as not. not to do with the 
disk itself, but only with the way 
it's being used. You fall into that 
category, to a certain extent and 
instead of whining, get it down 
on paper, disk, or email, and 
solve the problem. Or would that 
just not fit in with your negative 
views of life? Would perhaps 
solving the problem just be too 
much of a contradiction to your 
longheld views that the world is 
out to screw you? 

Second, AUI is not one of 
those magazines which rather 
pretentiously bind themselves up 
in plastic and make you guess 
what's in them. You can open up 
AUI and riffle through its clearly 
printed pages^ Every time I go 
into a newsagent I do it and so 
do millions of others. Why aren't 
you among them? If you think 
what's there in the hallowed 
pages of AUI into which so 
much work is poured is dull, 
don't buy it. Nobody is holding a 
gun to your head^ 

With some justification you 
might say that you can't see 
what's on the SuperDisks. But, 
come on. the contents of these 
much sweated over productions 
are listed on their labels and 
also there are three or four 
pages in the magazine every 
month that go into fine detail 
about them and compatibility is 
clearly shown. What do you 
want, to be able to try the disks 
out and then send them back if 
you, in your wisdom and 
exquisite taste, decide that all 
that work is just not what you 
are feeling like keeping today. 

Which brings me to the idiotic 
suggestion that because you 
have decided you don't, after 
seeing, trying, even using and 
possibly storing or backing up 
what's on the disks, really fancy 
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them or the magazine - which 
you dearly have had the 
opportunity to read. 

that you should get your 
money back. What kind of world 
do you live in? Marks and 
Spencers may generally take 
back articles that they have sold, 
but even they would look very 
much askance at having to 
refund the price of an item that 
had been used for its 
appropriate purpose and then 
the buyer decided he/she just 
didn't like it and wanted the 
money back. We make no 
manufacturers claim that isn't 
justified. 

Grow up, you should be old 
enough to be responsible for 
yourself and your buying 
decisions. Of course, no-one 
should be persuaded to buy 
something that does not 
conform to its description and 
such cases are rightly covered 
by the Trades Description Act. 
You try saying that you can't get 
the disk to work, when 
thousands and thousands of 
AUI readers can, or that you 
don't like what is on the disks or 
in the magazine, explained at 
length in the Contents, to your 
local Trading Standards Officer 
and see what kind of response 
you get. 

As I said before, grow up. 
And the joke is. that if neither of 
you ever buy AUt again, how 
are you going to know what the 
reply to your letters were? 



Dear Sir/Madam, 
I have just started my GCSE 
Design and realization course 
work piece and need some 
research material. 1 am 
researching computer 
workstations/computer desks 
and would very much 
appreciate it if you could send 
me some pictures and 
information and anything else 
on this. 

Please send anything that 
might help to 15, Winslade 
Road, Harestock, Winchester, 
Hants S022 6LN I have 
enclosed some stamps to 
help with postage. 

Yours sincerely, 
Rupert Neale 



Dear Rupen. 

I am all In favour of education, 

providing it doesn't give you too 

much knowledge which, as 

everyone knows, is even more 

dangerous than just a little 

knowledge. 

You clearly have a little 
knowledge and want to have 
more. Now should we provide it 
for you? Should we take your 
very kindly sent stamps, stick 
them on an envelope and fill the 
envelope with photos and other 
delights on computer 
Workstations etc. ? Should we? 

I don't want to be unkind ■ / 
keep that for more intimate 
occasions than my literary 
outpourings - but it's not our job 
to make up collections of 
photos, information etc.. when 
it's you who need, indeed, must 
do the research for yourself The 
whole point of such educational 
projects is to test your ability to 
assemble and to use 
appropriately the material 
available. 

Yes. there can be a certain 
measure of admiration for you if 
you can get away with someone 
else doing the donkey work for 
you. But you are unlikely to 
achieve that kind of cooperation 
from magazine people anyway. 
The Editor has enough trouble, 
he will telt you. when he wants 
others to "assist" him when it 
isn't really something the others 
should be doing. You writing to 
us and asking for us to do that 
for you is. to say the least, 
optimistic in the extreme. 

There are many companies 
who would be delighted to 
supply you with plenty of 
material, companies such as 
Silicon Graphics or Hewlett 
Packard ache to have their 
products publicised. There are 
libraries full of material just 
waiting for you to go and dig it 

out. 

That's what research is. isnt 
it? Finding the material for 
yourself. No, don't turn to 
magazines for your research 
information. Their job is to 
provide sufficient information 
and enlightenment for their 
readers who pay sometimes 
quite high prices for it. Don't ask 
the magazines to do something 



they were not created for. The 
best of luck with your project, 
but it's up to you to do it - and 
the research for it in the proper 
places and in the proper way. 

However, as your letter was a 
nice polite one. and you sent the 
postage, we are returning your 
stamps to you and also a copy 
of this magazine so you can 
read and possibly find some 
information you need. 

Also I've printed your address 
so that anyone who has any 
information that they think might 
be useful can send it to you. Are 
you listening HP and SGI? 



Dear AUf, 

I was fasctnaled by your 
informed article in AUI 
NewsFile November issue on 
our television campaign for 
Escom computers. 

You are right to say that the 
Summer is not renowned for 
high TV audiences - you may 
not be aware that it Is also not 
renowned for high costs 
either and so excellent value 
can be achieved, (you 
remember the saying about 
those people who know the 
cost of everything and the 
value of nothing). 

Also the Summer would 
seem a good time to run a 
Summer sale don't you think? 

Anyway, our campaign that 
not^ody saw was seen by over 
75% of ABC1 adults (they're 
the ones with the money to 
buy our computers) in our key 
sales areas. As for telling 
them about the new stories as 
well - our philosophy Is to get 
as much across In 30 seconds 
as possible - by the way we 
now have over 200 stores 
nationwide and we haven't 
finished yet. 

Escom on TV? - very 
possibly - and on again in 
November, nationwide you will 
be pleased to know. 

Yours sincerely, 
David Braddock 



Dear David Braddock, 

I gather from the letterheading 

you are the advertising agency 



for Escom, which is why you are 
obviously so knowledgeable 
about what went on with the 
"Summer sale campaign" on 
which the NewsFile team 
commented. 

t am sure you are quite right 
in saying that Summer is a good 
time for a Summer sale and also 
a season when the costs are 
low. But using the low cost 
argument as a justification is like 
saying that a fisherman goes to 
the river and uses a fly to catch 
a trout. 

This may be a satisfactory 
procedure if all you want is one 
trout, but if you are in the mass 
market, you gel what you pay 
for. You have to go out using 
targe nets and scour the seas. 

If you want large sales then 
prime time TV costs are high, 
but they do help achieve them. 
And you can 't manage that 
when people are outdoors, away 
on holiday, or just not watching 
TV - all of which very likely 
happens in that most delightful 
of seasons, when the living is 
easy and, of course, the real fish 
are jumping... Summertime. 

Escom's advertising 
campaign for its shops and PCs 
is now a familiar one. There are 
those who have told me they 
think the whole concept corny to 
the extreme. I'm not qualified to 
comment on that, but what I do 
think is that advertising is about 
changing people's buying habits 
and the most effective way that 
is done is through repetition. If. 
as you suggest, the campaign is 
to be continued, and at the time 
of writing this it had not yet 
appeared again, then the sheer 
repeating of any advertising 
should have its effect. You might 
well then get your 75% of ASCI 
adults that you cite as having 
been achieved in the Summer. 

I am sorry to say that I just 
don't believe any figures that 
would tell me that 75% ofABCI 
adults are even in the vicinity of 
a TV set in the Summer. How 
many millions of UK citizens go 
abroad then? 

What concerns me. and I 
should think most Amiga users 
too, is the idea that low cost 
equals what we would want, 
quality marketing from Escom. 



JANUARY ]996* AUI 



113 




CONTINUED 

And that may welt be no fault of 
yours. Escom came on as the 
saviour of tfie Amiga, if, in its 
drive to sell PCs, it cfiooses the 
cheapest time of the year, what 
hope has the Amiga of getting 
the real power of marketing 
muscle from Escom that Amiga 
users for years yearned for from 
Commodore? 

What we would like to hear 
from you, as Escom s 
advertising agency and from 
Escom itself, is not that 
shoestring ad times are the 
order of the day but that the 
money spent wilt equal the 
need. That national marketing 
campaigns will be run for the 
Amiga not in Summer or Winter 
but in such a way that the Amiga 
becomes again a household - or 
professional - name. Let's have 
75% or more ofABCIs and all 
the others too knowing that 
Escom is really behind the 
Amiga and then we'll believe 
your campaigns are successful. 



Dear AUt, 

I have been reading the 
comments of other users with 
interest, but I am confused 
about the comments being 
made about the Amiga. Now 
that Amigas have been 
released everybody seems to 
be more depressed and thinks 
the Amiga is dead< I have just 
moved here from America and 
the overall feeling about the 
Amiga is totally different, I do 
not think that the Amiga is 
dead, a testimony to this Is 
that there are still over at least 
5 million users. 

A computer like this just 
does not die, sure many 
people are saying how 
unadvanced the Amiga Is 
compared to the PCs, but that 
is just not true. If you were to 
compare the Amiga to your 
average PC there is only one 
aspect that the PC will win on 
and that is speed, I work on 
and off at a computer graphic 
company, ttiey use Pentium 



PCs, really heavy hardware 
and have one A4000. 

Comparing their £10,000 
PCs to the £1,200 A4000 you 
can see very little difference 
only that it takes longer to 
render on an A4000. 

Don't let crap 95 (Windoze 
95) trick you into thinking that 
the PC is a superior format, 
eventually people will realise 
how good the Amiga is. 

Already people are buying 
A1200S which are heavy in 
demand. The Amiga has just 
been brought back and 
already people are seeing 
doom, remember anything is 
possible, people were saying 
just a few months ago that 
Doom could not be done on 
the Amiga, well look now! It is 
going to be a tough struggle, 
but Amiga will rise Phoenix 
like from the ashes of 
Commodorel Thank you for 
listening. 

Timo Paul, 
Bucks 



ant said, never give up and 
never give in. just keep pushing 
- and down came the rubber 
plant. 



Dear Timo. 

The prophets of doom, as 
opposed to the players of Doom, 
are often wrong. People often 
see life through their own 
particular spectacles. If they are 
of a positive nature, it's rose 
coloured opticals time. If they 
have the flow of negativity 
running through their veins then 
woe is us, it's a black day today 
and tomorrow's even worse. 

You may well be right that the 
Amiga is going to rise phoenix- 
tike from the ashes of 
Commodore, but nothing 
happens until you will it. Quoting 
the famous Antonio Gramschi, 
as I have done before. 
"Pessimism of the intellect, 
optimism of the will" is not a bad 
motto for those who know while 
the prospect may look bleak, 
success can be achieved if you 
want It enough and believe in it 
enough. Most of all you have to 
M^KE it happen. 

Unfortunately those who 
most have the interests of the 
Amiga at heart have least power 
over its eventual fate. That will 
be decided by Escom with the 
help of people and organisations 
tike that of the previous writer, 
Mr. David Braddock. But as the 



Dear AUt, 

Paul Czesak from Sweden has 
trouble locating a supplier of 
transfer paper and ink 
(October 1995 issue). Paul 
doesn't have to go far as the 
USA, because in The 
Netherlands there are several 
companies that are able to 
fulfil his wishes. One is : 
Transform, Looweg 12-b, 7741 
EH Coevorden, 
Tel. 05240-162432, Fax 05240- 
14656. 1 came across them in 
the latest issue of Amiga 
Magazine (NL). 

By the way, there is an ad 
on page 73: Amigraph, where 
the (Belgian) address is spelt 
Tijl Vilenspiegelstraat. I think 
it must be: Tijl 
Uilenspiegelslraat. 

Kind Regards, 

Dick Waanders, 

Afmelo (The Netherlands) 

Dear Dick, 

Thanks for the help with the 
address for Paul Czesak. There 
is always an Amiga user out 
there somewhere who knows 
the answer and more often than 
not we hear from them. 

Our Dutch spelling is not 
likely to be the best we can 
boast of, so I am sure you are 
right in making the correction. 
Thanks for that too. Wasn't Tijl 
Uilenspiegel someone important. 
Anyone know who he was? 



Dear At//, 

Thank you for SuperDisk 
No.69 and 70. 1 have won £10 
on the Lottery this week and 
this (£1 postal order) is my 
10% of the contribution^ 

I hope this goes into the 
AUi Fund for Staff Holidays In 
the Bahamas, 

Yours faithfully, 
YKO 



We think it's extremely 
generous of you. We haven't yet 
decided whether to frame it - it 
is after all the first contribution 
we have received, though now 
we expect to be flooded by them 
' or send it to a better cause. 
You see people like /Martin 
Witton and Anthony t\^ael get so 
much in expenses these days 
that the Fund will only need to 
cater for the impoverished 
among us - like me. 

Nevertheless, don't stop 
sending us the tithe, especially if 
you touch the big one. as a 
French girl friend of mine used 
to say. I could spend lots of time 
in the Caribbean enjoy/ng the 
local fauna with a million or so in 
the tax-free Bank of Bahamas. 

By the way. YKO. you are not 
a relative of the guy who 
invented the famous jelly, are 
you? Now there's a universally 
popular product and it must be 
worth millions. Can you make a 
10% contribution of the profits 
that - as they say - come from 
it? AUI 




Dear YKO. 

Thanks a lot for the contribution 

which must have come from the 

Lottery program that was on the 

SuperDisk. 
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Sharp lines, 

perfect curves, 

brilliant graphics. 

But you should 

see it when it's 

switched on. 
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AFlJ^r you've ^idnured IT)6 new Samsung Svi^cMaster GU series^ fmer feaiui&s, swiich h on and admire some morv. It Uas ODC 
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It there's a unique screen coaling lo prevent eye faugue The Samsung SyncMaster GLi series, tfs as 
■fcophisiitaled on ihe mside as it is on The outside. For more mfo^matton call Freephone 0800454 352. 
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